
TIPS FOR PARKING IN  
DOWNTOWN DENVER 

 
♦ Read all signs before leaving your vehicle. 

Non-metered spaces often have time limit or 
other restrictions that apply. 

 
♦ Meters are meant for short-term parking. If 

your trip is expected to take more than two 
hours, plan to park in a garage or parking 
lot. 

 
♦ Park your vehicle within the space 

provided. At meters this means the  
bumpers should not extend beyond the 
meter post. 

 
♦ Never park more than 18 inches from any 

curb; about one and one half shoe lengths.  
 
♦ Time limits are posted on all meters. When 

the time has lapsed your vehicle must be 
moved to another location (more than 100 
feet) or it can be ticketed.  Meters are 
meant for short term visits. 

 
♦ Remember to watch the posted enforcement 

times on meters;   signed spaces are 
enforced 24 hours per day. 

 
♦ Don’t stay away too long, come back and 

see us soon. 
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What is the “Key 

to the City”? 

The key is a rechargeable “debit” card that 
is accepted in every parking meter in 
Denver.  The key will automatically deduct 
the minimum time required at each meter 
each time it is inserted into a parking meter.  
The screen on the meter tells you as each 
minimum amount is deducted, until you 
remove it.  
 
$ HOW MUCH DOES THE KEY 

COST? 

There is a one time $15.00 deposit, plus 
the value of the time you purchase from 
$10.00 to $500.00.   The key works the 
same as cash.  You get the deposit back 
when you return the key.  You pay only 
for the time.  
 
$ HOW DO I GET A KEY? 

Visit any one of the five convenient key 
sponsor outlets between 8 am and 5 pm 
Monday through Friday. 
 
$ WHAT’S THE MINIMUM 

AMOUNT I CAN ADD TO MY 

KEY? 

You can add or refill as much credit to the 
key as you like; from a minimum of 
$10.00 up to $500.00. 
 

$ HOW MUCH DOES THE AVERAGE 

TWO-HOUR METER COST? 

  The average cost is $2.00. 

$ HOW MUCH IS THE AVERAGE 
PARKING TICKET? 

 
  They may vary from  $20.00 to $100.00. 

$ HOW DO I KNOW IF MY KEY IS 
RUNNING LOW? 

 
 Each time you inset the key into a meter, the   
 meter display will tell you the balance 
 remaining on your key. 
 
$ HOW DO I PAY FOR THE KEY?     
 
♦ Cash  
♦ MasterCard or Visa  
♦ (NOTE: some “key to the city” outlets 

may not accept credit cards) 
♦ Cashier Check,  Business Check 
 
$ PAY ONLY FOR THE TIME YOU 

NEED! 
 
The key deducts only the amount necessary to   
park, within 15 minutes. 
 

      “Key to the City” OUTLETS 

     Downtown Denver Partnership 
     511 16th Street, Suite 200       
 

         2 Locations: 
         Tattered Cover Book Store 
         1628 16th Street and  
         2526 E. Colfax Ave. @        
         Elizabeth St.  
        (during normal business hours) 

  

 

  Wastewater Management 
  2000 West 3rd Avenue 
  Cashier’s Office, 1st floor 
 

     
 

    Finance & Administration 
    Cashier’s Office 
    201 West Colfax Ave  
    1st floor—Atrium 
              or 
   Webb Municipal Office Building 

          201 West Colfax  Ave 
                           2nd floor, Cashier 
 

For additional information: 
Parking, Right-of-Way Enforcement 

Telephone (720) 913-5359 
Fax             (720) 913-1804 

 

Preloaded cash keys (NO REFILLS) may be 
purchased at the following locations:   
 
Kiosks at 16th/Welton or  16th/Arapahoe 
 
Denver Athletic Club—1325 Glenarm Place 
 


