Turn oveyr
Jeact...

In fact, turn over all of your old leaves.
And branches.
And grass clippings.

Yard wastes make up 20% of what Denver
residents send to the landfill every year. This
amounts to about 50,000 tons annually.
Instead of trashing these wastes, recycle
them into the world’s best soil conditioner —
COMPOST!

e Compost is free!
e It’s fresh!

e |t conditions your soil so you use less
water!

e It helps you grow healthy vegetables,
flowers, fruits and lawns!

e |t saves you money on
fertilizer!

e |t reduces water
used for garbage
disposal!

¢ |t doesn’t
smell!

e It’s good for the
planet!

* |t’s “brown gold.”

Using Compost
Compost is ready to use when it is dark and crum-

bly and you cannot recognize most of the materi-
als. It should smell like a damp forest floor.

For vegetables, annual and perennial flowers and
herbs: Fork it lightly into the soil several times
during the growing season. It will conserve mois-
ture, open up air channels in the soil and slowly
release nutrients for your plants.

For trees and shrubs: After cultivating the soil at
the base of the plant, spread an inch or two of
compost around the drip line. Leave the area sur-
rounding the trunk free of compost to prevent mice
from burrowing there in winter.

For lawns: Spread aged compost thinly over newly
aerated grass. Eventually it will help loosen clay
soils to allow a healthier, deeper root

structure for grass plants. Deeper roots

can allow plants longer time periods

between watering.

For houseplants: Enrich potting soils

by adding up to 20% finely '
screened compost (use 1/4"
screen). Make a good mois- /
ture retaining potting soil
by mixing finely screened
compost, sphagnum peat,
perlite and vermiculite.

for More [ncormation...

...about composting, call 303-292-9900 or visit the
Denver Recycles Backyard Composting Demonstration
Site at Gove Community Garden, 13th Ave. and Colorado
Blvd. It’s open during daylight hours, and free, hands-on
composting classes are offered from mid-May through
mid-October

...about recycling, call Denver Recycles, a program
of Denver Public Works/Solid Waste Management,
720-865-6805.

...about community gardening, call Denver Urban
Gardens, 303-292-9900.

... about water conservation, call Denver Water’s
Conservation Hotline, 303-628-6343.
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Printed on 100% recycled paper, 30% post-consumer content.
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How {0 Make Your own “*Brown Gold” Compost

1. Choose a level area at least 3 feet square
(3’ x 3”) that receives only partial sun.

2. Aninch or so under your pile area open the ground
with a pitchfork or shovel. This allows the soil
microorganisms access to the food they need to
munch.

3. Our decomposer friends like to eat a mix of finely
chopped, high-carbon materials such as leaves,
straw, twigs, thatch, small amounts of newspaper,
and finely chopped, high nutrition materials such as
grass clippings (untreated... no pesticides please)
and non-meat food scraps. You can chop leaves and
small twigs by running over them with a lawnmower.
Weeds (with no mature seed heads), coffee grounds,

egg shells and vegetable trimmings

are a special treat, but fats,
cheeses, meat, bones or dog or
cat feces may attract flies and
vermin. Alternate 4-inch to
6-inch layers
of chopped
carbon and
nitrogen
materials.

Trovbleshooting
If you supply the proper conditions-volume, surface area, moisture, air and variety of materials-you should have
little difficulty maintaining your compost system and producing a rich supply of soil amendments. Occasionally,
though, problems occur in any biological system. They usually can be dealt with fairly easily, as follows:

Symptoms Possible Problem

4. To introduce the friendly bacteria who help decom-
pose the carbon and nitrogen layers, throw a hand-
ful of garden soil on top of the layers. Mix the car-
bon and nitrogen layers with a garden fork.

5. Water the layers until they feel like a wrung-out
sponge.

6. Continue building your layers of carbon and nitro-
gen materials, remembering to throw a handful of
soil on top of each layer. Remember to mix each
new carbon and nitrogen layer before watering.

7. Direct sunlight slows the composting process, so

cover the top of your pile with black plastic or straw.

This also keeps the pile from drying out and slows
the loss of soluble nutrients.

8. Once a week, turn or stir your pile to provide air
channels. A spading fork or commercial aerating
tool can help with this.

9. If you keep your carbon and nitrogen layers finely
chopped, add a little soil, build the pile a minimum
of 3 feet high, maintain the moisture so it’s like a
wrung-out sponge, and turn it for air, in just two
months you will have your own brown gold compost
and your most successful gardening season!

Composting is a fun, easy activity that allows the
whole family to participate in recycling!

Solution
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Odors Not enough air

Turn the pile.

Too wet

Turn the pile and add extra sources of coarse carbon, such as
shredded twigs, alfalfa meal or straw.

Too much high nitrogen material

Add extra sources of coarse carbon as above.

Pile doesn’t heat Lack of nitrogen

Mix in high-nitrogen source, such as grass clippings,
or bloodmeal.

Pile is too small

Add more material until pile is at least 3°x3’x3’.

Center of pile is dry Not enough water

Moisten the pile as you build it.

Flies Decaying food scraps

Bury food scraps well within the compost pile. Food scraps may
also be composted indoors using a ventilated worm box and
redworms. For a free brochure on vermicomposting (composting
with worms), call 720-865-6805.
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