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Storm Drainage and Sanitary Sewer Construction 
Detail and Technical Specifications 23.0

From: Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Commission, 1985 
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1. Check Dam 

Definition: Small temporary dam constructed across a swale or drainage ditch. 

Purpose: To reduce the velocity of stormwater flows and erosion of the swale or ditch. 

 

 

Spacing Between Check Dams 

L = The Distance Such That Points  
A and B are of Equal Elevation. 
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