
No other city has a park system quite like Denver’s. 
In what other city park system would you find bison 
herds, an international ski resort, a 10,000-year-
old bog, and Red Rocks Park and Amphitheatre? 

Besides skiing, golfing, and whizzing down a 
zip line on a ropes course, these gems have also 
been a destination for traditional activities like 
hiking, fishing, picnicing, sightseeing, and simply 
relaxing since 1912. 

Denver’s 46 Mountain Parks are unique not only 
for their incredible range of scenery and activity, 
but because all of them are located outside of the 
city’s borders, most less than an hour’s drive away. 
The Denver Mountain Parks system contains 14,141  
acres of parkland in the mountains and foothills of 
Jefferson County, Clear Creek County, Douglas 
County, and Grand County, Colorado. 

The Mountain Parks preserve examples of every 
life zone found in Colorado, from windswept prairie 
to alpine tundra located high above timberline. 
The parks also preserve important historic sites, 
including 300 million-year-old geologic formations 
in Red Rocks and the final resting spot of Buffalo 
Bill Cody. Some parks have no access and were 
acquired solely to preserve wildlife, forests, scenic 
views, and watersheds.

The Denver Mountain Parks were established in 
1912 when Denver citizens voted to fund the system 
and bought its first park, Genesee Mountain. 
It took an Act of Congress and State legislation. 
Farsighted Mayor Robert Speer and other civic 
leaders realized that scenic areas in the mountains 
near Denver had to be protected and preserved or 
they could be lost forever. 

The Mountain Parks Committee wrote in 1911, “A 
Mountain Park for Denver will be the first step, and, 
perhaps, the greatest step, in the great movement 
of making our mountains available for the people. 
We believe the Mountain Park should be more than 
a picnic place; it should be a summer home for 
the people of Denver, and indeed for the tourists 
of the nation.” This visionary act of conservation 
predated the national open space movement by at 
least 50 years.

The rustic log and stone buildings and roads framing 
spectacular views that make the Mountain Parks 
distinctive are the work of well-known architects 
and landscape architects. Denver has preserved 
the land for generations to come. The system is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Shelter and Park Reservations  720 913.0700

Buffalo Bill Museum  buffalobill.org

Pahaska Tepee  buffalobill.org

Echo Lake Lodge  mountevans.com

Chief Hosa Lodge and Campground  chiefhosa.org

Evergreen Golf Course  evergreengc.com

Red Rocks Amphitheatre  redrocksonline.com

Winter Park  skiwinterpark.com

Denver Mountain Parks association  denvermountainparks.org

Evergreen Park and Recreation District  evergreenrecreation.com

jefferson county open space  openspacejeffco.us

Emergencies: Call 911

Contact us at:
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION
303 697.4545 or 311 in denver 
denvermountainparks.org

Denver Mountain Parks proudly supports the 

Forest Stewardship Council. This brochure is 

printed on FSC certified, 100% post-consumer 

fibers. Find out more at www.fsc.org.

Design: Barnhart  /  barnhartusa.com 

Illustration: Roger Beerworth  /  beerworthart.com

THINGS TO KNOW

BE PREPARED

!  Parks are open from 5:00 AM to 11:00 PM

!  Do not feed wildlife

!  Dogs must be on a leash at all times

!  Mountain biking is permitted only on designated trails

!  All state fishing regulations apply

!  No hunting, use of firearms or fireworks

!  Public camping only at Chief Hosa Campground seasonally

!  Charcoal or propane fires only in picnic areas

!  No open fires

!  Motorized vehicles prohibited off roadways

!  Permits required for Newton Park

!  3.2 beer only; No glass containers

*  Check park signs for more information

Have enough water, clothing, food, and information to make 

your visit safe and enjoyable. Help keep wildlife wild by 

not feeding them and by keeping lids on trash containers. 

Take only pictures •  leave only footprints 






