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DISTRICT DESCRIPTION

The East Park Place Historic District consists of one block along East Park Place, just west of City Park. The district includes brick 
Denver Square homes with Vernacular Classical Revival and Craftsman detailing designed or influenced by architect Frank S. 
Snell, with the exception of 2007 E. Park Place (a Bungalow).  Construction in the district began in the early 1900s and concluded 
by 1920.  The district is tied together by a uniformity of design, scale, materials, and landscaping, with homes retaining a high 
degree of integrity.  

ORDINANCE PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE LISTING CRITERIA

Ordinance #1093, adopted 
1993. 

No special provisions.

Prior to and including 1920 

Source: Ordinance #68, series 
2010. 

Contributing structures are not 
included in the ordinance.

History Architecture Geography

History: One of the first planned real estate developments in 
Denver; associated with architect Frank S. Snell.

Architecture:  Foursquare plans characterized by a transitional 
period of architectural styling, with Vernacular Classical Revival 
and Craftsman influences.

Geography: A distinctive urban design in which one traditional 
Denver city block is bisected with east-west streets and alleys to 
accommodate dense single-family housing. 

 

East Park Place Historic District Character-defining Features 
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DISTRICT LAYOUT & COMPOSITION

Streets & Streetscape

The district consists of a single city block bisected east-west by 
East Park Place.  The asphalt street with concrete curbs leads 
to street lawns and sidewalks on either side, with sidewalks 
creating an edge for the sloped Denver Hill and open front 
yards.   Historic concrete alleys to the north and south are 
seldom used.   Shared historic drives and curb cuts with low 
concrete curbs are located to the east and west of homes to 
access garages. 

Sidewalks

Concrete sidewalks separated from the street by a buffer lawn 
with regularly spaced large growth shade trees. 

Land Uses

 Exclusively residential uses.  

Lot Sizes & Shapes

Rectangular lots, approximately 70 feet wide by 115 feet deep. 

Building Placement

Houses face north-south onto E. Park Place, with the exception 
of two houses, one on the northwest corner of Vine St. and E. 
Park Pl. and the other on the southeast corner of Race St. and 
E. Park Pl. which face east and west respectfully. Buildings are 
generally centered on the lot. 

Setbacks

Uniform setbacks and moderate front yards with a gentle slope 
towards the street.  Houses are freestanding and uniformly 
spaced with generous side yards and pocket sized rear yards 
resulting from the street layout and relatively shallow depth lots 
found in this district.  

East Park Place Historic District Character-defining Features 

1. Streetscape of East Park Place. Note the uniform spacing of houses and front 
setbacks with open lawns to the moderate sloping Denver Hill and street below.

2. Streetscape of East Park Place. Note the  street curb and sidewalk framing a 
generous  street lawn with regularly placed mature trees.  Concrete steps bisect-
ing the Denver Hill lead to inviting front porches and individual homes. 

All properties within a historic district are subject to design review. When planning a preservation or construction project, it is important 
to consider the character-defining features of the district.

When reviewing proposed changes to a property, the Denver Landmark Preservation Commission uses the Design Guidelines for 
Denver Landmark Structures & Districts in combination with the character-defining features of the historic district to evaluate the 
project’s compatibility with the property and historic district.

The character-defining features document for each district generally captures the most prevailing architectural and site features found 
within the district. In some instances, a structure and site within a district may be the exception to the character-defining features.

DESIGN REVIEW
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PRIMARY BUILDINGS

Mass & Form

Building Height:  Two stories in height, with the exception of 
the one-story Bungalow.

Building Shapes:  Single family residences. Boxy forms dictated by 
the interior four- over-four room arrangements.

Materials

Unpainted brick of various colors including tan, yellow, and 
red, with ornate brick patterns creating depth and detailing on 
building façades.

Roofs

Houses feature hipped or pyramidal roofs occasionally broken 
with hipped  dormer window, and typically featuring broad 
overhanging eaves.  Wood shingle roofs were historically 
prevalent.    

Entries & Doors

Single central entries with some homes featuring a large 
sidelight.   

 Windows

Double-hung, one-over-one wood windows are typical, 
although original beveled or leaded glass windows of smaller 
size and squarer shape are found.  Stone lintels are common.  
The Craftsman Bungalow has horizontal tripartite picture 
windows on street façades. 

Porches
Width: Full façade front porches common; one 

partial width front projecting porch and 
two wrap-around porches on street 
façades.      

Height: One story.   

Projecting: Yes. 

Shapes: The Vernacular Classical Revival homes 
feature Colonial Revival details varying 
from curved porches to classical columns, 
while the Craftsman style homes feature 
more substantial rectangular porches and 
detailed woodwork.  

Materials: Brick bases, to match the primary structure, 
with stone caps. The Vernacular Classical 
Revival homes feature wood porch 
columns; Craftsman style porches have 
brick porch piers.    

Porch 
Ornamentation:

The Vernacular Classical Revival porches 
have simplified porch entablatures and 
Doric columns; 2030 E. Park Place features 
a broken pediment. The Craftsman style 
porches feature larger over-hanging roof 
eaves supported by brackets, and brick 
columns with corbelled detailing.
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3. Vernacular Classical Revival Denver Square.  Note the relatively austere brick 
building with hipped roof, symmetrically placed windows, stone window sills, 
diamond pane windows, and classical Doric porch columns providing architec-
tural relief.

4. Craftsman Denver Square.  Note the more decorative features and details, 
including front dormer window, broad overhanging roof eaves supported by 
brackets, corner brick quoins, and corbelled masonry piers supporting a full-
width bracketed porch.

Building Ornamentation

Simplified ornamentation, limited to differentiation in brick 
banding on the façade.  Some homes have corner quoins.   
Bracketed roofs and corbels are common.  Porches are the most 
ornate feature of houses in this District. 
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East Park Place Historic District Character-defining Features 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES & SITE FEATURES

Outbuildings
Detached: Yes. 

Access: Accessed from East Park Place with shared 
driveways.    

Height: One story in height. 

Size: Small single bay garages.   

Shape: Boxy with flat roofs concealed by a raised parapet 
roof.   

Materials: Brick construction coordinated with the primary 
structures.   

Walkways

Concrete walkways located in the center of the lot lead from 
front porches in a straight path to the sidewalk, with several foot 
wide stairways of several steps breaking the Denver Hill.

Walls & Fences
Front Yards: Historically no fencing.  The Denver Hill is 

broken in a few places with low retaining 
walls. 

Side & Rear Yards: Wood fences enclose rear and side yards.   

Retaining Walls: Not historically present.   

5. A historic curb cut onto East Park Place leads to a shared driveway with one-
story accessory structures in the back ground.

6. Streetscape on East Park Pl. Note the straight walkways and wide concrete 
sidewalks. The low wood planter box is a modern addition to the district. 


