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Meeting Date:   July 19, 2017 
Time:   5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Location:   Garden Place Elementary Cafeteria, 4425 Lincoln St., Denver 
  
Comment: Attendee expressed concern that disc golf is not represented on any plan after their 
group has been attending all community meetings. 
 
Answer: Cincere clarified that this and other activities could be overlaid onto any of these plan 
options. 
 
Question: Vernon noted that there is already activity at the site and wondered what happens to 
those existing activities such as people that use the existing playing field.  
 
Answer: Cincere said that some amenities are a given, it is just the size, location and form that 
these amenities take may adjust. This includes flexible lawn space, trails and trees. Project team 
is still looking at the balance of these amenities based on community input. 
 
Comment: Mickey has been a continuing advocate of a community space such as a recreation 
center/community center. He asked the participants to raise their hands if this was something 
they wanted. Nine people raised their hands among a group of about 25 people that were actively 
voting during the formal voting process.  
 
Comment: Mickey also is advocating that housing and other community needs are included in 
this master plan.  
 
Response: Cincere noted that the National Western Center (NWC) is studying the area for this 
type of development, with the south side of 51st Avenue being the most likely location for housing 
since it would put it adjacent to the park.  
 
Comment: AE has been advocating throughout the process for a 360-degree feel to the park in 
which there is not a “main entrance” but rather, people enter the park in a more organic way and 
can access it from all sides. She cited Washington Park as an example of this concept. As a 
result, she abstained from voting on the question of preferences for a particular type of main 
entrance to the park because she does not want the park to have a dominating main entrance.  
 
Question: Dave O asked how we will address the homeless issue in the park area. He pointed out 
that some people jokingly call the park, “Heroin Park” in reference to the heroin use in the area. 
Dave also said that lighting is important.  
 
Answer: Cincere said that to address current needs, patrols have been increasing in the area and 
that Bob Anderson with Denver Police has been working with her on this.  Another meeting 
participant, Mike, said that he has noticed an increase in patrols in the park area and appreciates 
them. Cincere then explained that in the future, it is expected that new park amenities developed 
as a result of the master plan will bring more people to the park and as activity increases, the area 
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will become less hospitable to criminal behavior. In addition it is possible to achieve and improve 
safety through environmental design and these concepts will be explored as part of the master 
plan development.  
 
Andrew suggested that panic button stations in the park might be something to consider.  
 
John Z pointed out that homelessness and criminal behavior is not unique to Heron Pond and 
Northside Park, these problems exist all over the City.  
 
Maria C asked people who are residents to raise their hands, stating that we need to make sure 
that residents are valued when we are “voting” on preferences for the park as opposed to the 
views of City or project staff.  
 
Armando made a strong pitch to meeting participants about the value of sustainability in the park, 
and that wind turbines and other sustainable components can create an enjoyable, unique place 
for the community.  Armando stated that the community has not felt valued in the past and that 
this project is a positive opportunity to turn this dynamic around. 
 
TJ stated that he has lived in the area for 15 years and wants to move forward in a positive, 
unified manner; he understands concerns about gentrification and displacement but hopes that 
we can move forward as a unified community and not create an “us vs. them” dynamic. 
 
Dave O asked if there would be restrooms, Cincere responded that since this is a regional park, 
restrooms as opposed to port-a-lets, should be in the park. Andrew added that this might be 
another reason to advocate for a community center, so that restrooms and other resources can 
be incorporated into the community center. Maria C added later in the meeting that a community 
center could have a variety of resources for food and other things that the community needs.  
 
Vern stated that he wants more residents to participate in these meetings and wants us to reach 
out more. Another attendee said that holding the meeting on a Saturday would allow people who 
work multiple jobs to participate. Andrew suggested purchasing space on a billboard along 
Washington Street. Cincere stated that the next event is planned as an on-site event in the park on 
a Saturday in September and that more information will be coming.  
 
Maria C asked how flooding from the South Platte River will impact the park. Cincere responded 
that right now, there is a levy to help protect the park during times of higher river flows.  
 
Maria C thanked the City for the current work being done to add trails around Argo Park. This is 
something that the community has been asking for, and it is appreciated that the City heard their 
request and now the trails are being constructed.  
 
The formal presentation and question/answer period concluded to allow attendees to view the 
project boards around the room and to ask individual questions and provide input.  
 
Images of Voting Results: 
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