
 
 

 

Memorandum 
To: Dania Zinner, EPA RPM, VB/I70 Superfund Site 

From: Timothy C. Shangraw  

Date: January 29, 2016 

Re:    POLREP #7 - Vasquez Boulevard/Interstate 70 (VB/I70) Superfund Site, Operable Unit 

2, Removal Action 

======================================================================= 
 
On behalf of the City and County of Denver (Respondent), Engineering Management Support, 
Inc. is submitting this Pollution Report (POLREP #7) in accordance with Section 4.c of 
Appendix C to the Administrative Settlement Agreement and Order on Consent for Removal 
Action, for the subject Superfund Site (the Site).  This report follows the outline detailed in 
Section 4.c of Appendix C, and contains pertinent new information specified in the Superfund 
Removal Procedures, Removal Response Reporting: POLREP and OSC Reports (EPA, 1994).   
 
Section 1 – Heading 
 
The date, site name, report author, report recipient, and report number are presented above. 
  
Section II – Response Information  
 
The reporting period extended from January 1 to January 29, 2016.  During the reporting period 
work continued on the Final Design Report.  Its associated appendices were finalized.  The 
appendices include, but are not limited to: 
 

 The Materials Management Plan; 
 The Methane, Odor, and Dust Control Plan; 
 Three groundwater dewatering modeling reports; 
 CDPHE WQCD surface water discharge permits; 
 Drawings; 
 Construction Specifications; and  
 The Construction QA Plan for the Geosynthetics Liner System. 

 
Responses to CDPHE and EPA comments (EPA comments deferred to CDPHE) on the Pre-
Final Design Report and associated appendices were submitted to EPA and CDPHE on January 
25, 2016.  Responses are being incorporated into the Final Design Report.   
 

In early December, 2015, the Core design team identified a need for additional geotechnical 
information in the Globeville Landing Park to better characterize 1) bedrock topography, 2) 
suitability of “soil and debris” to support vegetation, 3) depth to groundwater, 4) saturated 
thickness near the South Platte River, and 5) groundwater quality near the South Platte River.   In 
late December, 2015 CTL Thompson, under subcontract to Merrick, installed 12 new test holes 
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in Globeville Landing Park.  Five were completed as 1-inch diameter temporary piezometers.  
On January 19

th
, and with USEPA and CDPHE approval, the Respondent sampled the five 

piezometers for compounds of concern (metals, inorganics, and VOCs), plus total dissolved 
solids.  Analytical results, together with updated maps showing bedrock topography, overburden 
thickness, potentiometric surface, and saturated thickness, will be submitted to EPA and CDPHE 
in February as an addendum to the Data Summary Report (EMSI, September 2015).   
 
Finally, as part of ongoing value engineering efforts to assess the most cost-effective approach to 
construction dewatering, three activities occurred during the reporting period.  The first was a 
groundwater modeling task (Phase 3 modeling) to assess the effectiveness of temporary sheet 
piling installed along the limits of excavation to decrease the rate and volume of dewatering 
required.  Results will be appended to the Final Design Report.  The second activity was bench-
scale treatability studies of GLOP groundwater using ozone oxidation to decrease ammonia and 
sulfide concentrations.  Results will be submitted in a ‘Value Engineering” addendum the Final 
Design Report.  The third activity was a request to CDPHE WQCD for Preliminary Effluent 
Limits (PELs) to assess whether discharge limits to the South Platte River might be different 
under an Individual Discharge Permit (IDP) where mixing zones within the river are considered, 
as opposed to the current limits that are based solely on stream standards.  PELs are scheduled to 
be available in late-March at which time they will be reviewed and a decision will be made to 
pursue an IDP.       
 
Section III – Issues, Resolutions, and Planned Activities 
 
Other than the issues discussed above for dewatering and water treatment, no new issues or 

resolutions were identified during the reporting period. Activities planned for the next reporting 

period consist of: 
 

 Submittal of the Final Design Report and associated appendices (early February); 
 Response to EPA comments of EMSI’s Quality Management Plan (early February); and  
 Value Engineering studies for dewatering and water treatment in support of contractor 

procurement (entire Month of February); 
 

 
Please call Lisa Farrell (720.865.5439) or me (303.940.3426 x 9) if you have any questions. 


