
VB/I-70 Superfund Community Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting Notes 
 
Date of Meeting: Tuesday, June 19, 2018  
  
CAG Members Present:  AE, Bridget Walsh, Kim Morse, Armando Payan, Sandra Ruiz-
Parrilla, Ray Gee, Jorge Merida, Jim Garcia, Drew Dutcher, Joan Seeman (over the phone), 
Fran Aguirre (Alternate for Lloyd Burton), Jacqui Lansing (alternate for Candi CdeBaca), Mike 
Dugan (over the phone), Chuck Norris (stepped in for Sandra Ruiz-Parrilla partway through the 
meeting) 

  
Ex-officio present: Jesse Aviles, Fonda Apostolopoulos, Celia VanDerLoop, Tad Bowman, 
Andrew Ross Jack Paterson 
  
Facilitator: Elizabeth Suárez 
  
Introduction: Ms. Suárez introduced the discussion and apologized for the delayed start. AE 
discussed that the CAG reference book is gone from the library and invited anyone who knows 
where it went to put it back. She clarified that a replacement book had been prepared and is 
available at the library.  
  
Ms. Suárez invited CAG and community members to sign the attendance clipboard. Ms. Suárez 
explained that Roberto Eaton, the Pepsi representative, has requested to be removed and a 
replacement has not yet been made. Ms. Suárez briefly reviewed the agenda for the meeting. 
Ms. Walsh requested time for a resolution and Ms. Suárez added it to the agenda. 
  
Ms. Suárez invited discussion on last month’s meeting notes. They were approved. 
  
Ms. Suárez invited comments from members of the community. Janet Feder, resident, notes 
that she did not like how the meeting was moved an hour before the meeting. Ms. Feder also 
invited the City to put themselves in the community’s shoes. Ms. Feder said she thinks that the 
traffic from the I-70 reroute is a concern that hasn’t been well addressed. Mary Hernandez, 
resident, echoed Ms. Feder’s comments about the meeting change. Ms. Hernandez explained 
that the Sierra Club will be documenting their stories on July 11 about the contamination and 
invited community members to tell their story. 
  
Mr. Aviles explained that the Colorado Miners building was closed when Denver representatives 
arrived to set up, so those representatives had to choose between relocating the meeting and 
canceling it.  Denver representatives chose to find another location. He thanked Mr. Bowman for 
making the Coliseum location available on short notice. He mentioned the email that was sent 
about the meeting change and asked that communications be respectful. Additionally, Mr. Aviles 
clarified that the meeting’s purpose is to discuss the Superfund site. Ms. Walsh discussed her 
disagreement with Mr. Aviles’ statement and attacks Mr. Aviles by saying “The language that 
was so offensive to Jesse’s delicate ears was because of Jesse’s macho style, overbearing and 
assertiveness”. Ms. Suárez tries to control the tone of the exchange and reminds Ms. Walsh of 
the need to adhere to the CAG bylaws regarding their behavior in addressing other members. 
  
Ms. Aguirre asked whether a phone call was made to Colorado Miners’ representatives to 
attempt to reach them prior to changing the meeting location. Kara Edewaard, Denver 



employee, stated that upon arrival at the meeting location, Denver representatives attempted to 
reach Colorado Miners’ representatives prior to making the meeting location change, but were 
unable to do so. Ms. Aguirre asked for more communication surrounding the meeting change. 
Mr. Hook, Denver employee, clarified that Denver representatives also sent a reminder email 
the morning of the meeting to Colorado Miners to remind them of the meeting. Mr. Merida stated 
he empathized with the need for the location change and that he was appreciative that the 
meeting is taking place, but he felt that Ms. Suárez should not oversee be attempting to control 
the behavior of CAG members during the meeting. AE agreed with Mr. Aviles and stated she 
believes the team tried to overcome the situation the best they could. AE also said that she does 
not appreciate the personal attacks and that Ms. Suárez, as facilitator, has the responsibility to 
keep the meeting civil. 
  
Ms. Ruiz-Parrilla stated the location change is frustrating but believes there were no sources of 
miscommunication. Ms. Ruiz-Parrilla said she thinks that people were upset because they did 
not know what was going on, but she did not catch any malintent in the email. 
  
  
Globeville Landing Outfall Construction Scorecard Update/ Operational Completion: 
(Andrew Ross and Ryan Crum) 
  
Mr. Ross described that the construction of the channel is wrapping up, with very little soil/waste 
being removed in April. Mr. Gee asked how many cubic yards are planned to be moved and 
asked about the chemical analysis of the materials. Mr. Ross said that there were 140 cubic 
yards removed in April and 150,000 cubic yards of soil removed over the life of the project. He 
stated more details on the chemical analysis were discussed previously and are in the folder. 
Mr. Ross added that it was once a municipal landfill, so ash, asbestos, and heavy metals were 
found. The drainage channel is near operational completion.  
  
Mr. Garcia asked about the overall completion schedule. Mr. Crum explained that the public 
works’ portion of the project will be completed by September and the park will be fully open to 
the public by springtime of next year.  Ms. Aguirre asked where all the waste is being moved. 
Mr. Ross explained that the waste is going to the Denver Arapahoe Disposal Site, which is in 
Aurora off Gun Club Road. Ms. VanDerLoop noted that the February 2018 packet in the 
reference binder has more information on soil and waste. Ms. Lansing asked about the size of 
the landfill where the material is being moved and Mr. Ross responded, stating it is well over 
1,000 acres. 
  
Discussion of CAG Bylaws: 
  
Ms. Walsh discussed the resolution to have a voting CAG member as Administrator and asked 
for it to be voted on at this meeting. Ms. Walsh read the new resolution. Mr. Payan thanked Ms. 
Walsh for the resolution and said he appreciated the City creating the forum and the Sierra Club 
for documenting it. He nominated Mr. Gee to be the administrator. Mr. Merida said he shares 
the views of Mr. Payan and appreciates the City’s effort. He urged that Denver’s work on CAG 
should not be wasted and hopes that Denver will continue to advise the CAG, as needed. 
  
Ms. Walsh nominated Ms. Morse. Ms. Walsh stated that Ms. Morse will be good at the job 
because she has been involved in the site for over a year and a half. AE asked if the time 
commitment for the administrator can be detailed.  Ms. Morse asked if the people telephoning 
into the meeting, Mr. Dugan and Ms. Seeman, would be included in the vote. Mr. Aviles 



explained that a vote hasn’t been taken yet but that they would be included in the vote.  Ms. 
VanDerLoop said, in response to AE’s question, that it would be up to the CAG to decide what 
tasks they want their administrator to accomplish. To date, the City has (1) managed meeting 
logistics, which included scheduling meeting locations, providing food, arranging for interpreters, 
providing and setting up  sound equipment and projector screens, and providing meeting 
reminders; (2) provided meeting notes which included taking notes at the meeting, listening to 
the tape to make sure the written notes are accurate, circulating draft notes, incorporating 
changes received, and circulating final notes; (3) provided meeting agendas, including clarifying 
topics identified by CAG members, proposing schedules, drafting and circulating draft agendas, 
incorporating comments, and circulating final agendas; (4) identified, coordinated and scheduled 
speakers; (5) arranged for development and translation of meeting materials; (6) provided 
facilitation services; (7) provided interpretation services. 
  
Mr. Payan asked that CAG members support the new administrator. Ms. Walsh thanked Ms. 
VanDerLoop for explaining the administrative duties. Ms. Lansing wondered if the position could 
be a shared position. Ms. Suárez repeated the motion. The resolution was unanimously passed 
(13/0). Ms. Suárez reiterated that Ms. Morse and Mr. Gee were nominated. AE questioned 
when the elected administrator would begin their responsibilities. Ms. VanDerLoop explained 
that the city is willing to administer until July if needed, would defer to what the CAG wanted, 
and referred to the EPA. Mr. Aviles stated that the EPA assumed they would be done in July. 
Ms. Walsh explained that the CAG-elected administrator function begins at the conclusion of 
this meeting and invited the EPA to still attend the meetings. 
  
Ms. Lansing asked if the EPA was willing to have a July meeting. Mr. Aviles explained that there 
was confusion on part of the CAG and stated that EPA expected the monthly meetings would 
continue through July. Ms. Walsh explained that the CAG is prepared to continue on their own 
but invites Mr. Aviles to join the meetings. 
  
Mr. Garcia asked about the venue and meeting notes going forward. Ms. VanDerLoop explained 
that it is the City’s expectation that the City would provide the meeting notes for this meeting as 
the City has been taking notes, and that the CAG administrator will be responsible for future 
meeting notes. Ms. Walsh pointed out that EPA is still expected to give support to the CAG 
members. Ms. Lansing questioned who will be running the meetings quarterly. Mr. Aviles 
responded that the CAG will conduct meetings monthly and the EPA will attend quarterly. Mr. 
Aviles reminded the group that his responsibilities solely pertain to Superfund issues, and that 
Michael Wenstrom with EPA’s Environmental Justice program should be contacted if the group 
wishes to have an EPA representative to discuss other environmental issues in the area. Mr. 
Aviles suggested that the CAG takes over the notes after tonight. Ms. Walsh said that CAG will 
take care of the notes. 
  
Mr. Merida said he appreciated the work that Denver is doing for the community and their 
willingness to help continue the meetings. Mr. Gee thanked the organizations that have 
participated in the CAG and withdrew his nomination. Mr. Gee added his support to the 
nomination of Ms. Morse as administrator for the CAG. The motion to appoint Ms. Morse as 
administrator was voted on and passed unanimously. (13/0). 
  
Mr. Garcia reiterated Mr. Gee’s question on clarifying the agencies’ roles moving forward. Mr. 
Apostolopoulos said that he is willing to come to the meetings as CDPHE representative. Mr. 
Aviles explained he is willing to continue coming to the meetings as a Superfund representative 
and re-stated that he is not the EPA representative for other issues. Mr. Ross stated he is also 



willing to come to monthly meetings, as needed, and that Ms. Edewaard will come to the 
quarterly meetings as she is leading the VB/I70 Operable Unit 2 Remedial Investigation process 
for the City. AE suggested that Denver and the other agencies should still be involved. 
  
Community Outreach and Education: 
  
Mr. Gee pointed out that community outreach and education need to be improved to let 
residents know how the project is affecting the community’s health and future generations. Mr. 
Payan followed up requesting that the ex-officio members continue to attend the meetings and 
explained he believes that it is the CAG’s responsibility to provide the community with the 
needed education. Mr. Gee stated he appreciates the expertise of the ex-officio members for 
their professional opinions. Mr. Norris, who stepped in for Sandra, explained that it’s the 
responsibility of the agencies to look at EPA’s CAG guidance and understand that this selection 
of an administrator does not change EPA’s requirements to CAG. Mr. Aviles responded by 
explaining the involvement of the agencies and reiterated that his responsibilities are only in 
regard to the Superfund site. AE spoke about the Valdez-Perry Library being an educational 
source for the CAG and community members. AE announced this will be her last meeting and 
she explained that she looks forward to a continued relationship with the agencies and the CAG. 
  
Air Quality Discussion: 
  
Ms. Suarez asked Mr. Ogletree to step in as he is the air quality expert for the City. Mr. Ogletree 
explained his credentials and stated he works in the City’s Air Quality section. Ms. Seeman 
asked Mr. Ogletree about a report regarding air quality due to the I-70 expansion. She believed 
the report said that there were spikes in the Swansea Elementary monitor and wanted it to be 
compared regionally. Mr. Ogletree asked which days she is talking about. Ms. Seeman 
explained that she is talking about the spikes that the report identified. Mr. Ogletree explained 
there were some days where the monitors showed elevated levels due to an inversion layer, 
which caused higher than normal particulate levels at monitors located throughout the northeast 
Denver area, and a report was put together explaining the reason. Mr. Ogletree offered to share 
the report with anyone interested. Ms. Seeman responded that the community is being told that 
this is an environmental justice issue. Ms. Seeman said that the community asked the EPA to 
address additional concerns about the Superfund site. Mr. Aviles responded that these spikes in 
air quality parameters are not the contaminants in OU1, so the Superfund site is not the source 
of those spikes. 
  
Ms. Aguirre asked who has the responsibility for testing and reporting on air quality associated 
with the highway. Mr. Ogletree explained that there are data monitors near the intersection of I-
25 and I-70 near the neighborhoods and gave locations. I-70 does not have highway-specific 
monitors, although monitoring is done at Swansea Elementary. Modeling was conducted by Mr. 
Ogletree using EPA methods. There is a summary report on this modeling on the Denver 
website (www.denver.org/airquality). Ms. Aguirre asked about the idling pollution on the 
highway. Mr. Ogletree said that there are no idling air monitors on the highway, but it is 
incorporated into the model. Mr. Dutcher clarified that by modeling Mr. Ogletree means 
computer modeling. Mr. Ogletree reiterated this and explained that while there are no state 
near-highway monitors on I-70, the city does modeling on highways and a recent grant will help 
with measurements at Swansea Elementary School. Ms. Aguirre stated that benzene has been 
found at the schools. Mr. Ogletree explained that benzene is one of the compounds being 
tested for and offered to share the raw data. Ms. Aguirre asked if anyone would be interested in 
seeing the report. Ms. Aguirre asked to add that discussion to the July agenda. Mr. Ogletree 



stated he is happy to explain the projects and walk CAG members through the data and 
modeling. 
  
Mr. Merida said he does not trust Mr. Ogletree’s modeling because it is being done without 
actual data. He asked what can be done to get actual data collected to show the pollution. Mr. 
Ogletree explained that there is an actual monitor at Swansea Elementary. Mr. Merida said he 
was confused and wanted to know how modeling correlates with the monitors and wanted raw 
data. Mr. Ogletree asked for clarity on what the CAG wants. AE inquired about getting a briefing 
on the monitoring and modeling. AE cited a previous report that explains the data and asked for 
a similar one from the City that can be understood by all members. AE asked for the report that 
shows the “frequency and geometry” of the data sets so that the CAG can explain the report to 
the community members. 
  
Mr. Dutcher explained that Mr. Ogletree spent a few hours last year explaining the monitoring 
and measuring and has been generously offering the data and in providing an explanation. He 
suggested meeting with Mr. Ogletree individually to walk through the data. Mr. Ogletree said he 
has been holding focus groups on how to communicate air quality data to the community, and 
said he hopes to figure out how to explain it to everyone better. 
  
Mr. Payan stated that this community, according to the National Jewish Hospital, is one of the 
most polluted in the country. Mr. Payan then asked EPA why the residents of the community are 
sick and offered that its due to these neighborhoods being the most polluted in the country. 
  
Ms. Seeman asked Mr. Ogletree why the community is being assured by Denver that the air 
quality is fine and requested to monitor for more cancer-causing emissions that are currently not 
being monitored for. Ms. Seeman inquired why some of these chemicals are not being 
monitored for and what the CAG can do to make sure they are. Mr. Ogletree explained that 
Denver does not establish regulatory air quality standards for compounds. Mr. Ogletree also 
offered that monitoring for every pollutant on a consistent basis is not possible. Mr. Ogletree 
explained that currently 36 VOCs are being monitored and a list of the hazardous air pollutants 
that aren’t being measured can be sent to CAG members. 
  
AE responded that the online report lists current compounds that are allowable under the 
current EPA standards and offered that the EPA should be challenged to change these. AE 
wants to be clear that the CAG must find incremental ways to teach the public about these 
issues rather than sterilizing or simplifying the data. AE stated for the record that she looks 
forward to the education around this issue. 
  
Ms. Aguirre asked who the regulatory agencies are. Mr. Ogletree responded that the air quality 
regulatory agencies are CDPHE (Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment) and 
EPA (Environmental Protection Agency). Ms. Aguirre then asked these agencies what they can 
do. Mr. Apostolopoulos responded that he is not a part of the state air quality division but will 
direct them to the person who oversees this issue. Ms. Aguirre wanted to know who is doing the 
measurements. Mr. Ogletree explained that all the compounds monitored in Swansea 
Elementary meet standards, but that benzene does not have a national standard. Mr. Aviles 
provided a brief explanation of how environmental policy is set and cited the Clean Air Act as 
well as the process for addressing new compounds to measure for, as a response to Ms. 
Aguirre. 

Closing 



Ms. Suárez thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 

  

The Meeting concluded at 7:49 pm 


