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What is Smart Leasing? 
Smart Leasing refers to any activity that better aligns the interests of tenants and landlords to achieve high 
performance, healthy, and energy-efficient buildings. 

Smart Leasing encourages all stakeholders in the leasing process to have conversations about energy efficiency, 
sustainability, and building performance during the pre-lease and site selection process, lease negotiation and build-
out, and occupancy and operations. 

Why does Smart Leasing matter to me? 
Leasing energy-efficient space has been proven to improve employee productivity, retention, and sales due to 
improved thermal comfort, natural daylight, and residing in a healthy building. By integrating smart leasing into your 
business practices, you can unlock the value of leasing cost-efficient space that reduces utility costs, drives 
employee satisfaction, and benefits your bottom line. 

What Smart Leasing steps can I take? 
Work with your broker to create site selection criteria that prioritize efficiency and meet your needs 

Ask prospective landlords what the ENERGY STAR® score of the building is and what energy efficient features are 
installed 

Submeter energy use in your leased space to the extent possible and ask that the landlord provide monthly 
updates on energy consumption 

Build out your space utilizing energy efficient strategies such as natural lighting, ENERGY STAR appliances, 
occupancy sensors and programmable thermostats 

Resources to learn more: 
• A Better City: Green Leasing: An Effective Tenant/Landlord Strategy for Energy Efficiency 
• Environmental Protection Agency’s ENERGY STAR®: 

1. Find Green Space 
2. Engage Occupants 

• Green Lease Leaders: 
1. Reference Guide for Tenants 
2. Lease Audit Tool – Tenants

• Institute of Market Transformation (IMT): Green Leasing Questionnaire for Tenants 
• National Resources Defense Council - Selecting High-Performance Tenant Space: A Pre-Lease Guide 
• Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships: A Guide for Renting and Creating Lower Cost Energy Efficient Apartments 

and Homes 

https://www.abettercity.org/docs/abc-rpt%20green%20leasing%2012%2014.pdf?utm_source=New+ABC+Report%3A+Green+Leasing+12%2F14&utm_campaign=New+ABC+Report%3A+Green+Leasing+1.9.15&utm_medium=email
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tenants/find_green_space
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/save-energy/engage-occupants
https://www.greenleaseleaders.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Green-Lease-Leaders-Tenant-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.greenleaseleaders.com/lease-audit-tool/tenants/
https://www.imt.org/resources/green-leasing-questionnaire-for-tenants/
http://www.nrdc.org/greenbusiness/cmi/files/CMI-pre-lease-guide-FS.pdf
https://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/energy/a_renters_guides_to_energy_efficiency.pdf
https://www.ct.gov/deep/lib/deep/energy/a_renters_guides_to_energy_efficiency.pdf
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