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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver 
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 
Project:   #2020-COA-300 LPC Meeting:   October 6, 2020 
Address:    1437 Bannock Street Staff:   Brittany Bryant  
Historic Dist/DLM:  Civic Center  
Year structure built:  C. 1929-1932 (Period of Significance stated in the Design Guidelines: 1909-1979)   
Council District:    #10 – Chris Hinds   
Applicant:   City and County of Denver 
 
 
Project Scope Under Review: 
Accessible Entrance – new ADA walkway 
 
 
Staff Summary: 
The applicant and property owner, The City and County of Denver, is requesting to construct a new ADA 
accessible entrance at the south building entrance. The new accessible entry will be located near the accessible 
parking. Previously, the accessible parking and entrance were located along Bannock Street. Bannock Street 
closed to traffic on April 21, 2020 and has been converted into public gathering space, therefore the ADA 
entrances and parking must be relocated.  
 
The new ADA entrance will entail removal of the existing sidewalk grade and the existing railing, to be replaced 
with a new ADA accessible grade, the surrounding landscape will be brought up to meet the new entry path. The 
existing railing will be salvaged and returned to the owner. The existing security signage and a new ADA entrance 
sign will be installed. All signage is galvanized steel.  
  
Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark Structures and Districts, January 2016 

Guideline Meets 
Guideline? Comments 

 
2.66 When adding accessibility features 
to historic civic/institutional buildings, or 
other buildings that are located on a 
landscaped site, ensure compatibility 
with the historic site.  

a. Integrate ramps with the building’s 
architecture and landscape setting.  

b. Consider providing access by gently re-
sloping a large lawn and eliminating the 
need for railings, ensuring that the 

 
Yes 

 
The proposed alteration to the building will 
occur on site and not negatively impact the 
existing historic building fabric.  
 
The existing railing matches the design of the 
railing on the front steps into the City and 
County Building. The railing is thought to be 
non-historic, installed sometime in the 1980s. 
Historic photographs of the building do not 
show the railing installed on the front steps or 
at any other entry points, although a 
photographs of the south entry could not be 



historic character of the building and site 
are not negatively impacted.  

c. Place ramps behind historic features 
such as low walls or railings, ensuring that 
they remain easy to find.  

d. Use materials for ramps that are 
compatible with the original building 
materials and design.  

e. Avoid installing pre-manufactured steel 
ramps or wheelchair lifts on the primary 
façade(s) of a historic building. 

found. Additionally, the exterior railing design 
does not match the interior railing design. 
The ramp will be constructed out of concrete, 
matching the existing concrete sidewalks and 
walkways. The landscaping will be brought up 
to meet the new grade of the ramp.  
 
Existing signage and a new galvanized steel 
ADA entrance sign will be installed. The 
existing push button stanchion will be 
retrofitted to accommodate new push buttons, 
all conduit will be concealed in the slab. 
 
  

 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
 
Basis: Proposed ADA entry will not negatively impact the historic building fabric of the City and 

County Building and will provide an accessible route from the parking into the building.  
 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to APPROVE application #2020-COA-300 for the new ADA accessible entry at 1437 

Bannock Street, as per design guidelines 2.66, character-defining features for the Civic Center historic 

district, presented testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff report.      

 
Civic Center Historic District with 1437 Bannock Street outline in red 

 



Civic Center in 1929 with 1437 Bannock Street outlined in red  
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