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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver 
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 
Project:   #2020-COA-328 LPC Meeting:   October 20, 2020 
Address:    401 Race Street Staff:   Brittany Bryant  
Historic Dist/DLM:  Country Club  
Year structure built:  C. 1933 (Period of Significance in Design Guidelines: 1902-1945)  
Council District:    #10 – Chris Hinds   
Applicant:   Alvarez Morris Architecture 
 
 
Project Scope Under Review: 
Site Work – Repacle and existing 6-foot wood privacy fence with a new 7-foot wood privacy fence 
Building Lighting – 17 new light fixtures 
 

Fencing: Red Wood Cedar, 7- feet in height, vertical 
orientation 

L1 & L2 fixtures: Bevolo fixture, Contemporary Series 
Modernitst Original, 19”, finish unknow. 5 total fixtures 

L3 fixtures: TL Studio, Bowman 6” outdoor wall 
sconce, finish unknown. 3 total fixtures 

L4 fixture: TL Studio, Windfall outdoor wall sconce, 
finish unknown. 9 total fixtures 

 
 
 
Staff Summary: 
The applicant, Alvarez Morris Architecture, is requesting to replace the existing rear yard privacy fence on the 
west side of the property with a new 7-foot tall wood privacy fence. The applicant is also requesting to install 17 
new light fixtures in 3 different styles.  
 
401 Race Street is a contributing structure to the Country Club Historic District that has been undergoing 
renovation since early 2019. Landmark staff have administratively approved an addition to the rear of the 
structure and a new retaining wall and fence along the south side of the property. The new addition and other 
alterations to the exterior noted in plan are not under review as they have prior approval. 
 
An existing 6-foot tall wood privacy fence will be replaced along the west property line with a new 7-foot tall wood 
privacy fence.  
 
Light fixtures L1 and L2 will replace existing light fixtures and be located on exist J-boxes. Fixture L1 and L2 will 
be located on the primary façade, above the primary entrance, surrounding the garage doors along E 4th Place. 
Fixture L3 will be a small wall sconce located on the interior face of the new addition along E 4th Place. Fixture L4 
will be located on the rear (west) elevation of the structure. A lantern style fixture is shown on the west elevation 
drawing; however, it is unclear to staff if this is an existing fixture or a new fixture. A lantern style fixture is not 
proposed per the lighting schedule.  
 
 

 



Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Country Club Historic District, May 1995 

Guideline Meets 
Guideline? Comments 

 
C. Landscape Design 
 
WALLS AND FENCES Higher fences are 
typically used to define rear yards. 
Materials vary considerably. Fences seen 
from the street (corner lots) should be as 
carefully designed and meet the same 
guidelines as those at the front. 

 
Yes 

 
Proposed replacement fence will be placed in 
the rear yard along the west property line.  
 
It will have limited visibility from the street and 
will provide privacy screening to the properties 
located to the west.  
 
Fence will be constructed of wood, a 
traditional material for privacy fencing.  
 

 
SITE LIGHTING 
 
C6. Minimize the visual impacts of site 
lighting.  
a. Site lighting should be shielded, to 
avoid glare onto adjacent properties.  
b. Focus lights on walks and entries. 
Avoid lighting focused up at architectural 
elements of building walls.  
c. Fixture style should be in character with 
the structure. 
 

 
Yes/No 

 
Proposed L1 and L2 light fixtures will be 
focused around entries on the street facing 
facades and installed on existing j-boxes, 
replacing existing fixtures. Staff feel that 
fixture L1 and L2 are faux historic in style and 
do not match the Tudor architecture of the 
building.  
 
Proposed L3 and L4 light fixtures will be 
located on the rear (west) elevation and will 
be downlighting or back (halo) illumination. 
These fixtures are of a contemporary design 
and do not compete with the architecture of 
the building. 
 
A lantern style fixture is shown on the west 
elevation. It is unclear to staff if this fixture is 
existing or a newly proposed fixture. A fixture 
of this design is not shown on the light fixture 
schedule. 
 
 

  
Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark Structures and Districts, January 2016 

Guideline Meets 
Guideline? Comments 

 
5.9 Add a rear yard fence consistent 
with historical patterns of the property 
and surrounding historic district.  
a. Locate a rear yard fence to have 
minimal visibility from public view.  
b. Situate a rear or side yard fence return 
at least one foot behind the front corner of 
a historic house façade, and to be located 
behind important architectural features, 
such as bay windows and chimneys 
whenever possible.  

 
Yes 

 
Proposed replacement fence will be located in 
along the rear (west) property line in a 
traditional location. 
 
A wood privacy fence with a vertical 
orientation is proposed.  
 
The fence will be 7-feet in height, an over 
height fence per zoning. However, privacy 
fencing within the County Club Historic District 
is often taller than 6-feet in height. The 
applicant has documented fences over 6-feet 



c. Use a rear and side yard fence type 
and materials traditionally found in the 
historic context, such as simple iron or 
wooden solid or open picket fence. Only 
use stone, brick, or a stuccoed wall if it 
corresponds with the historic property and 
surrounding historic context.  
d. Design new fences to have traditional 
height, style and design to blend with 
historic building and surrounding historic 
context.  
e. When installing a wooden fence, 
ensure that the pickets face to the exterior 
and the framing faces to the inside.  

in height in the adjacent surrounding historic 
context.  
 
The fence will have minimal visibility from the 
public right-of-way and will not negatively 
impact the historic context.  
 

 
5.23 When necessary, design and 
install new building light fixtures that 
are compatible with the historic 
building and surrounding historic 
context.  
a. Install lighting at the ground level of 
buildings only.  
b. Design and locate new light fixtures to 
be perceived but not seen, incorporating 
lighting into recessed entries, porches, 
canopies and alcoves whenever possible.  
c. Scale new light fixtures to the building 
(i.e., use monumental light fixtures only on 
monumental buildings)  
d. Consider using building light fixtures 
with a contemporary design that are 
compatible in materials, quality and 
design with the historic building.  
e. Consider using period reproduction 
fixtures if they can be matched in style, 
quality and materials with the historic 
building, and are subordinate to historic 
building architecture and features.  
f. Do not design lighting for the sole 
purpose of attracting attention to building 
architecture or to building uses. 

 
Yes/No 

 
All lighting will be installed at the ground level 
and be oriented towards entries on the street 
facing facades. On the rear (west) elevation, 
lighting will be used to provide illumination to 
the new outdoor patio and pool area.  
 
Light fixtures are appropriately scaled to the 
building. Fixtures are proposed to have 
downlighting, halo illumination, and lantern 
style illumination. 
 
Landmark staff are concerned that fixture L1 
and L2 are faux historic in style and do not 
match the Tudor architecture of the building. 
Historic evidence should be used to verify the 
use of a historic style fixture or a more 
contemporary design should be selected to 
identify the fixture as new.   
 
The finish of all fixtures should be clarified. L1 
and L2 appear to have a polished bronze 
finish. Fixture L3 appears to come in 5 
finishes. Fixture L4 appears to come in 2 
finishes.  

 
Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
 
Conditions:  1. Fixture L1 and L2 to be of a contemporary design to distinguish them as new; 
   2. Provide details on all fixtures finishes; and 
   3. Provide clarity on the lantern style fixture shown on the west elevation. 
 
Basis: Proposed fencing is located in a traditional location, is of a traditional material and not 

atypical of fence heights within the Country Club Historic District. Light fixtures will be used 
to highlight entrances and illuminate a new rear yard patio. Fixture L1 and L2 is faux historic 
and should be restudied to be of more contemporary design.  



 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS application #2020-COA-328 for the new 7-foot tall 

wood privacy fence and exterior building lighting  at 401 Race Street, as per Country Club design guidelines 

C and C6, design guidelines 5.9 and 5.23, character-defining features for the Country Club historic district, 

presented testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff report with the 

following conditions: 

1. Fixture L1 and L2 to be of a contemporary design to distinguish them as new; 

2. Provide details on all fixture finishes; and 

3. Provide clarity on the lantern style fixture shown on the west elevation.       

 
Country Club District with 401 Race Street outline in red 
 

 



1929 Sanborn Map with 401 Race Street outlined in red  
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