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What is the role of the Mill Levy Advisory Council?

The Denver Human Services (DHS) Mill Levy Advisory Council serves as the voice of resi-
dents in the City and County of Denver. It reviews current needs and gaps in existing services 
to make recommendations for essential services and bold innovations to the executive man-
agement team at DHS on the administration and dispensation of dedicated mill levy dollars 
to best serve residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD).

The mill levy dedicated to serving people with I/DD in Denver was approved in 2003 by 
nearly 70% of voters, and was further defined in a 2017 companion ordinance.

How often does the council meet?

The council must hold at least four meetings per year and may schedule additional meetings 
or executive sessions based on needs to meet council goals. Meetings are announced on the 
DHS website, denvergov.org/humanservices, supported by social media posts and stake-
holder outreach. 

What are the values guiding the council, as identified by members?

The council’s stated values are courage, loyalty, empowerment, and sustainability.

• Courage: Be courageous, go beyond the ordinary to push boundaries and create some-
thing workable.

• Loyalty: Maintain good relationships and trust. Demonstrate commitment to the pro-
cess, to individuals and families with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and to 
the greater Denver community.

• Empowerment: Be responsive to needs in a way that empowers and includes people. 

• Sustainability: Build something that lasts beyond the money we spend on it.

Through these values and their work, the council strives to build faith, trust, and hope with 
the Denver community.

How does the council make recommendations?

After discussion, review, and public engagement, the council may vote to make statements 
of recommendation to DHS about priority needs identified throughout the discovery pro-
cess. Potential bidding opportunities that result from this process can be found on the DHS 
website.

What supports are in place to minimize the possible duplication of services?

DHS is aware that the system that supports people with I/DD is varied and complex. DHS’ 
mill levy program manager works as a liaison to the community of existing providers and 
services, including the Denver Community Centered Board (CCB), Rocky Mountain Human 
Services (RMHS).

Additionally, all members of the council scan for and identify existing efforts that seek to 
address the needs of Denver residents with I/DD. As the CCB for Denver and a contractor 
with DHS through mill levy dollars, the mill levy programs of RMHS are of particular interest 
to the council. 

The council structure accounts for this by holding two unique members:

• A CCB delegate that serves as a non-voting member. This person is a source of informa-
tion from RMHS to the council as it relates to current programs and potential historical 
or institutional knowledge.

• The council elects one of its own members to sit on the RMHS Community Advisory 
Council, which meets to discuss mill levy programs and other related community topics. 



Tim Lomas, GISP (RMHS CAC member)  ·  Boulder County

Dr. Ann Pierce (co-chair)  ·  Denver Human Services, retired

Betty Lehman  ·  Lehman Disability Planning

Kendall Rames, MA, LPC  ·  Urban Peak Denver

Lauren Weinstock  ·  Artist/Writer/Advocate

Kate Williams  ·  Denver Regional Mobility and Access Council

Jennifer Beck (non-voting member)  ·  Rocky Mountain Human Services

Dr. Barbara “Ann” Pierce, a former intake supervisor with Denver Human Services, has spent the last two decades 
working directly with children and families. Her work in mental health is grounded in leadership, education, and 
empowerment. She has an extensive background in psychotherapy, clinical supervision, and trauma. Dr. Pierce is 
guardian of her oldest brother, who has an intellectual and developmental disability. She recognizes the great need 
for advocacy, and is driven to make a difference in the lives of those who cannot advocate for themselves.

J.J. Tomash, Ph.D., BCBA-D (co-chair)  ·  BehaviorSpan

M I L L  L E V Y  A DV I S O R Y  C O U N C I L  M E M B E RS

Dr. J.J. Tomash, CEO and owner of BehaviorSpan, has studied and applied behavior analysis for over 16 years. He has 
worked in virtually every setting where an individual might need help. He has spoken at several international confer-
ences, published multiple articles in peer-reviewed journals, and received research awards. Through his academic 
and practical studies of behavior analysis, Dr. Tomash has acquired a deep respect for behavior analysis as a tool to 
improve people’s lives. He hopes to help create programs that will dramatically improve lives well into the future. 

Tim Lomas, a geospatial solutions engineer at Boulder County, has spent years navigating the school systems, IEPs, 
care providers, doctors, therapists, and more. His oldest son has autism and has been with Rocky Mountain Human 
Services (RMHS) since 2007, thus accessing the mill levy program firsthand. Lomas’s interest in the Mill Levy Advisory 
Council began when he learned that DHS planned to program additional funds through community participation. 
Lomas is cross-appointed to serve on RMHS’ Community Advisory Council as a voting member.

Betty Lehman, disability advisor for Lehman Disability Planning, has served 30 years as an advocate for individuals 
with special needs and their families. She spearheaded 14 state statutes, creating hundreds of millions of dollars in 
funding. Betty has supported hundreds of families to develop their lifetime plans with realistic forethought, defined 
values, and goals for the entire family. Lehman authored Special Directions©, a parent perspective planning tool which 
include philosophies, knowledge, and advice for their child’s quality of life. 

Kendall Rames, deputy director of Urban Peak Denver, is a licensed therapist who has worked with adolescents and 
young adults for over 30 years in various residential treatment centers. She has spent the last 17 years at Urban 
Peak, where she has encountered a significant lack of clinical, developmental, and age-appropriate services for youth 
and young adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Rames seeks to identify any barriers to services 
and advocate for changes that can have a positive impact for individuals and their families.

Lauren Weinstock has worked with children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and their fam-
ilies, since she was 13 years old. She has been a job coach, an apartment living coach, and an advocate. She loves 
searching for resources and connecting people to them, as well as helping others learn how to access what they need. 
Lauren is a mother of five. Her middle son has Down syndrome, hearing loss, and severe articulation disorder. She 
joined the Mill Levy Advisory Council to be a resource and disseminate information to help others.

Kate Williams is executive director of the Denver Regional Mobility and Access Council and serves on the RTD Board 
of Directors. She is a long-time disability advocate. In her past, she worked as an area resource coordinator for the 
American Council of the Blind and before that, she ran a national sports center for the disabled. Williams is passion-
ate about supporting current advocates to expand their circle of influence, and hopes to bring issues with equity for 
persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities to the mainstream.

Jennifer Beck, director of communications and outreach at RMHS, serves on the Mill Levy Advisory Council as the 
Denver CCB delegate and is a non-voting member. Her background and expertise is in nonprofit communications. 
Before joining RMHS in 2018, she was national director of development communications at National Jewish Health 
for eight years. Beck looks forward to learning and contributing to conversations to support the Mill Levy Advisory 
Council’s work to create a more inclusive Denver community.



BACKGROUND

Dedicated mill levy funding to provide services to residents with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD) is no longer required to go to Rocky Mountain Human 
Services (RMHS), the community-centered board for Denver. To inform the allocation 
of a portion of the funding, Denver Human Services (DHS) hired an independent 
consultant to gather feedback on the needs of Denver residents with I/DD and make 
recommendations. DHS and the consultant worked with a steering committee comprised 
of individuals who have a deep knowledge of services for people with I/DD, as identified 
by the Department and the Mayor’s Commission for People with Disabilities.

KEY FINDINGS
THE TOP FIVE 
BIGGEST 
CHALLENGES 
IDENTIFIED 
FOR DENVER 
RESIDENTS WITH 
I/DD WERE ...

• Relief of housing cost burden (87% identified as “big problem”)

• Waiting list for services (70% identified as “big problem”)

• Adequate mental health services (65% identified as “big problem”)

• Obtaining employment (63% identified as “big problem”)

• Transition to adulthood (54% identified as “big problem”)

PEOPLE DON’T 
HAVE A GOOD 
UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE 
DEDICATED MILL 
LEVY

• Only 24% of people and families receiving services have a good or excellent 
understanding of the mill levy and only 19% have a good or excellent 
understanding of the services it funds.

• 54% of all respondents have a poor or fair understanding of the mill levy 
(including service providers, policymakers, and others).

THOSE WHO 
ACCESSED MILL 
LEVY-FUNDED 
SERVICES 
THROUGH RMHS 
RATED THEM 
FAVORABLY

• Of the individuals, families, and organizations that applied to RMHS for mill 
levy services, 66% had a positive experience, 12% had a neutral experience, 
and 6% indicated not applicable. Only 17% indicated they had a negative 
experience.

• On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the most positive, mill levy services 
provided through RMHS scored an average of between 7.2 and 7.9 for 
people and families receiving services and between 7.7 and 8.1 for providers. 
Individualized client assistance is the highest-rated mill levy program.

• For those who applied to RMHS for mill levy funds, 71% rated the response 
from approval to receiving funds as positive and 74% rated response to 
questions or requests for assistance as positive.
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Needs Assessment Summary

SERVICES FOR DENVER RESIDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Conducted by Health Management Associates, March-August 2018



HOW 
FEEDBACK 
WAS 
GATHERED

Key informant interviews with eight community experts and leaders 
in providing services to people with I/DD.

Web-based, 37-question survey between April 30 and July 1 
generated 417 responses. 

• 164 respondents identified as a self-advocate, guardian of a 
person with I/DD, or a family member of a person with I/DD. 

• 147 identified as providers, including host home family, health 
care provider, school person, case manager, or direct service 
provider.

Three focus groups including:

• 15 self-advocates

• six individuals with I/DD experiencing homelessness and staff 
helping to connect them to resources and find housing, and 

• 14 early childhood providers and leaders.

Public meeting in central Denver with two sessions attended in 
person, by phone, and on Facebook Live by over 60 people.

DHS should establish a formal structure to gather input on how to disperse dedicated mill 
levy funding such as an advisory committee that identifies and prioritizes needs to address.

DHS should look at ways to relieve the burden of housing cost in Denver for people with I/DD 
and service providers who may not otherwise be able to afford to live here.

DHS should explore ways to encourage the employment of people with I/DD in Denver.

DHS should focus on the needs of those on the waiting list for services.

DHS should develop more resources to support transitions to adulthood.

DHS should enhance the capacity in Denver to provide mental health services for people 
with dual diagnoses of mental health and a developmental disability.

RECOMMENDATIONS



















































































Tiene su niño ó niña dificultad para:
¿Terminar el trabajo de la escuela? • ¿Sentarse quieto en el salón de clase?
¿Seguir las reglas de la escuela? •¿Llevarse  bien con otros niños ó niñas?

Su niño ó niña:
¿Resiste ir a la escuela? • ¿Resiste hacer la tarea?
¿Tienen crisis frecuentes? • ¿No le gustan las transiciones?

¿Tiene su hijo necesidades especiales?

¿Le gustaría saber mas acerca de como hablar con la gente en la 
escuela de su niño o niña?

¿Le gustaría obtener apoyo e información de alguien que sí  
le va a escuchar?
 
¡Contáctenos!
719-531-9400 
parentadvisor@peakparent.org
www.PEAKparent.org

917 E Moreno Ave #140,Colorado Springs, CO 80903

¿Su hijo tiene problemas en la escuela?



Does your child have trouble:
Finishing school work? Following school rules? Sitting still in class? Getting 
along with other children?

Does your child:
Resist going to school? Resist doing homework? Have frequent meltdowns? 
Dislike transitions? 

Does your child have special needs?

Would you like to know more about how to talk to people at your 
child’s school?

Would you like to get support and information from someone who 
will listen?

Contact PEAK Parent Center:
719-531-9400 
parentadvisor@peakparent.org
www.PEAKparent.org

917 E Moreno Ave #140,Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Does your child struggle in school?
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Friends of Man is an all-volunteer charity founded in 1982.  We depend on you, the professional         

who is in direct, local contact with the applicant, to be our link with people who need help. 
 

Who Can Serve as a Referring Professional? 
Social Worker, Patient Navigator, Health Care Professional, Clergy, Therapist, Teacher, Employer 

Who Cannot Serve as a Referring Professional? 
Vendors, Friends, Family 

Who is Eligible for Assistance? 
 Colorado resident for at least one year.  If less, please request Out-of-State Guidelines 

 Total household income of 300% or less of Federal Poverty Guidelines 

 Persons living in a stable environment, not homeless or in institutional care 

 U.S. citizens 

 Non-citizens who provide proof of residency for at least 5 years, as well as documentation (preferably 

tax returns, ITIN) of work history in the United States 

What assistance is available to Colorado applicants? 
Wheelchairs 

Prostheses 

Eyeglasses 

Clothing 

Food 

 

Daycare 

Dental 

Prescriptions 

Therapy 

Medical Equipment  

 

Mobility Equipment  

Vans Lifts, Hand Controls 

Hearing Aids 

Orthopedic Shoes 

Limited Home Mods (no walk-in 

tubs)

What does NOT qualify for funding? 
 Back bills (items or services that have already been ordered or received, or work started) 

 Utilities, rent, other ongoing expenses 

 Exams, diagnostic procedures 

 Emergencies 

Payment Policy  If funding is awarded, Friends of Man pays vendors directly, only AFTER the item or 

service has been provided per our written approval 

Tips to Facilitate the Application Process 
 Application filled out completely, including background (e.g., information about work history, family 

relationships, medical issues, obstacles, etc.) 

 Income and expenses of everyone living in the household 

 Printed name, legible signature, and date for both the caseworker and applicant on page 4 

Required Attachments 
 Photo ID of the applicant (either mailed or scanned, as faxed copies are usually illegible) 

 Vendor estimate on letterhead 

 Physician documentation for requests involving disability or illness 

Colorado Guidelines for Referring Professionals  
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You may request a checklist for the item or category of need of your request 

Hearing Aids:  An audiogram with speech results and written estimate from the vendor including hearing 

aid make and model and warranty.  Only low-cost, low-technology hearing aids unless a special requirement 

is documented.  We do not pay for exams or Hear Now application fees. 

Eyeglasses:  Written estimate, low cost ($250 or less) from vendor who will follow our Payment Policy  

Bus Passes:  For school children and working adults only 

Clothing for Children and Working Adults: A letter from your supervisor authorizing you to accompany 

the applicant shopping at Target. A list of clothing items requested for each applicant. 

Daycare for Currently Employed Applicants:  Estimate from a licensed provider listing cost, days and 

hours being requested, and a statement that the applicant is current on monthly daycare payments.  

Dental: Please request our Dental Checklist.  Check if applicant is eligible for Medicaid benefits  

(1-800-221-3943) or Colorado Health Dept. Senior Dental benefits (303-692-2470). 

Home Modifications, Ramps: Applicant must own home, and additional requirements as in Medical 

Equipment, listed below. Friends of Man does not consider walk-in tubs, repairs or improvements. 

Vehicle Adaptations:  Copy of driver’s license, registration, proof of insurance, independent verification of 

vehicle’s condition, and written vendor estimate. Physician documentation of medical need. 

Prescriptions:  List of Prescriptions and cost at King Soopers or City Market Pharmacy, and Physician 

letter verifying prescription list and description of need and condition of applicant.  

Medical Equipment, Supplies, Procedures, Mobility Equipment, Wheelchairs, Prostheses, 
Assistive Technology: Written vendor estimate, a letter from the applicant’s physician describing his/her 

overall health and the specific need.  Amount of copayment that has been found or requested. 

Food: During a temporary period of medical treatment. 

Gasoline: For transportation to medical treatment. Must own vehicle. Submit copy of license, registration, 

and current proof of insurance.            

  

Please call or email if you have questions before or during the application process 

 

FRIENDS OF MAN 
P. O. Box 937, Littleton CO 80160-0937 

Phone: (303) 798-2342    Fax: (303) 798-2345   

     www.friendsofman.org      volunteers@friendsofman.org 
 

Signed Application Forms may be mailed or emailed, not faxed 

Subsequent documentation may be faxed or emailed 

Specific Guidelines for Types of Request 

 

http://www.friendsofman.org/
mailto:volunteers@friendsofman.org
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APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REFERRING AGENCY:  
Application Date 

 
 

(Referring Professional: In lieu of filling out the following two lines you may attach your business card) 
Agency Name Caseworker Phone 

   
Address City/State/Zip Fax 

   

APPLICANT: 

Caseworker Email 

 
 

Last Name First Name Age Date of Birth Sex SSN # Phone # 

       
Mailing Address Apt. # City, State, Zip US Citizen? ITIN # 

     
Street  Address (If different from above) Apt. # City, State, Zip # of years there Medicaid # 

     
Rent or Own? Current Market Value Equity Loan Balance Landlord or Mortgage Co. Landlord’s Phone # 

      
Applicant’s Previous Address # of years there Reason for relocation to current address 

   
 Single  Separated  Widowed 

How Long? Spouse’s Name Age SSN 

 Married  Divorced  Common Law 
    

HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS:    EVERY person living in household   (Attach an additional page, if necessary) 

Name Age Relationship Monthly take-home Income Source of Income 

     

     

     

ASSISTANCE REQUESTED: 
Description of item or service needed 

 
Amount of Request  

$         One Time       Monthly for _____ Months 

VENDOR INFORMATION: 
 

Vendor/Provider Address Phone # FAX # 

    

  Application to be filled out by or with the assistance    
           of a referring professional, not the vendor. 

 

Agency # 

 

FOM Case # 

(Attach prescription and/or vendor estimate, if applicable) 

(If the case is approved by Friends of Man, monies are paid directly to the 
vendor/provider.  Checks are NOT payable to the applicant.) 

 

Only COMPLETELY filled out and SIGNED Applications  
can be considered (see pages 4 and 5) 

 

(If the request is for a child, the parent is     
        considered as the “applicant.”) 
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TOTAL HOUSEHOLD FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME: 

Salary and/or Wages: Gross $ _________  Net/Take-home $_________ 

Program Date Started Monthly Amount Program Date Started Monthly Amount 

SOCIAL SECURITY  $ PELL GRANT  $ 

SSI  $ PENSION  $ 

SSDI  $ UNEMPLOYMENT  $ 

OAP  $ WORKMAN’S COMP  $ 

TANF  $ CHILD SUPPORT  $ 

A.N.D.  $ FOOD STAMPS  $ 

VA  $   $ 

OTHER (Please explain)     $ 

 

                            TOTAL MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $_____________ 

MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES: 

Rent/Mortgage Trailer/Lot Space Gas/Electric/Propane Phone Cell Phone 

$ $ $ $ $ 

Water/Sewer Food (without food stamps) Health Insurance Dental Insurance Insurance Policies 

$ $ $ $ 
 

 Whole Life: $ 
   (Actual Cash Value: $_______) 
 Term Life: $ 
 Burial: $ 

Auto Payment(s) Auto Insurance Gas/Oil 

$ $ $ 

Auto Repairs Public Transportation Clothing Diapers/Incontinence Items 

$                    (Total Balance $________) $ $ $ 

Daycare Pharmacy Medical Dental 

$ $ $ $ 

Therapy  Entertainment/Dining Cigarettes/Tobacco Household 

$ $  $ $ 

Cable/Internet Pet(s) Other (Please explain) 

$ $ $ 

 

MONTHLY INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS: 
 

Creditor Types of Items Purchased When Purchased Monthly Payment Balance Due 

   $ $ 

   $ $ 

   $ $ 

   $ $ 

 

                     TOTAL MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES: $_______________ 

 

     For Friends of Man to process this case, TOTAL monthly income and expenses 
of EVERYONE living in the house is REQUIRED 

Please list monthly payments on credit cards,  
to department stores, doctors, etc. not listed above 
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APPLICANT’S EMPLOYMENT: 

 Employed  Unemployed  Disabled  Retired  Student  Veteran 

Name of Employer Address Type of Business Hours Per Week 

    
Position Held How Long? Monthly Gross Income Monthly Net Income 

    
Any other helpful information regarding unusual deductions, job situation, etc.? 

 
Previous Employer(s) Type of Business Position Held Start Date of Employment End Date of Employment 

     

     
(Attach an additional page, if necessary) 
 

SPOUSE OR SIGNIFICANT OTHER’S EMPLOYMENT: 

 Employed  Unemployed  Disabled  Retired  Student  Veteran 

Name of Employer Address Type of Business Hours Per Week 

    
Position Held How Long? Monthly Gross Income Monthly Net Income 

    
Any other helpful information regarding unusual deductions, job situation, etc.? 

 
Previous Employer(s) Type of Business Position Held Start Date of Employment End Date of Employment 

     

     
(Attach an additional page, if necessary) 
 

APPLICANT’S RESOURCES: 
Name of Bank (Checking) Account # Balance 

   
Name of Bank-IRA-Investments (Savings) Account #(s) Balance 

   

AUTOMOBILE: 

Automobile Make Model Year Purchase Price When Purchased/Leased  Balance Due Finance/Funding Source 

       

2nd Automobile Make Model Year Purchase Price          When Purchased/Leased  Balance Due Finance/Funding Source 

       

Condition of Vehicle #1 Condition of 2nd Vehicle 

  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

UNEMPLOYED:  If applicant or other household adults are unemployed, please explain why and describe their 
plans for returning to work. 
 

EDUCATION: What is the applicant’s education level?  Any special training or skills? Military service?   
(Branch and Dates) 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION (CONT.): 

GENERAL: Please describe the situation of the applicant which would explain why he/she needs help from 
Friends of Man at this time.  Include any information that you think would help us to reach a decision.   
(Attach an additional page, if necessary) 

 

HEALTH: Is the applicant disabled?  What is his/her physical, mental, and emotional condition?  How does the 
applicant manage daily living tasks?  What does he/she do during the day? 

 
 
 
 
 
Name and Phone # of M.D.: 

COPAYMENT INFORMATION: 

How much can the applicant or the family contribute?  If nothing, please explain. 
 

What other organizations have been contacted and how much has been pledged? 
 

  

 

I, the applicant give permission for the release of this information to another agency 
for possible co-payment. 

 YES  NO 

Has the applicant previously applied to FRIENDS OF MAN? 
 

 YES  NO 

When? _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What did Friends of Man help with? __________________________________________________________ 
 

The applicant and referring agency agree to defend, indemnify and hold FRIENDS OF MAN harmless from any 
and all claims, disputes, liabilities or causes of action arising out of the agreement to provide assistance, or the 
providing of assistance, or arising out of services and goods sold or provided to recipients of assistance through 
FRIENDS OF MAN. 

 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON REFERRING:  ________________________________________________________  DATE: ____________  

Print Name of Person Referring:  ________________________________________________________   

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT/CLIENT:  ________________________________________________________  DATE: ____________  

Print Name of Applicant/Client:  ________________________________________________________   

Only SIGNED applications can be considered. 
Please be sure that both applicant and referring professional sign below. 

SIGNATURES:
: 
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FRIENDS OF MAN 

Release Form 



® 

 

The 100% Charity
The 100% Charity  

Friends Friends Friends    
of  of  of     

ManManMan   

   

As a Friend of  Man,  
your support touches  
many lives, helping 
to alleviate suffering  

and restore  
human dignity.  

P.O. Box 937 
Littleton, CO 80160-0937 

303.798.2342 
 

www.friendsofman.org www.friendsofman.org 

Dentures Prostheses 

Mobility Equipment 

How Friends of  Man WorksHow Friends of  Man Works  

A large network of referring professionals 
(health care and social workers, clergy,        
counselors, etc.) submit applications on    
behalf of people in need of assistance, and 
Friends of Man carefully considers each    
application according to our guidelines.  If a 
request is approved, Friends of Man pays a 
vendor directly for the needed items or     
services. Our flexibility in this respect is    
unusual and allows us to be able to help 
where other resources cannot. 

Daycare Ramp Systems 

Food/Clothing 

Neither Friends of Man nor the Institute for the New 
Man has any religious or political affiliations.   

This brochure is paid for by Friends of Man volunteers 
© Copyright 2017 



Friends of Man is a non-profit, tax-exempt, 
501c3 charity where every dollar contributed 
by donors goes directly to aid individuals 
and families in need of assistance.  

Friends of Man was founded in 1982 not 
only to help those in need, but also to      
provide donors with the opportunity to have 
100% of their gift be used only for         
charitable purposes. How is this done?  
First, there are no salaries: Directors, offic-
ers, and more than 30 retirees and profes-
sionals volunteer their time and skill. And 
second, these volunteers also pay all the 
costs (capital and administrative) of running 
the organization through their donations to 
the Institute for the New Man.  

That's how all charitable contributions to 
Friends of Man are used 100% -- dollar for 
dollar -- to touch many lives and help those 
in need. 

Electric Wheelchairs 

What Friends of  Man DoesWhat Friends of  Man DoesWhat Friends of  Man Does   

Friends of Man gives help to people who 
have nowhere to turn. It may be an elderly 
person on a fixed income, a working family 
whose child is struck by severe illness, an 
accident victim, a disabled person, or a 
schoolchild whose family can't afford basic 
needs.   

Friends of Man helps people of all ages with 
a large variety of needs: 

 Mobility Equipment: (prostheses,                
 wheelchairs, van lifts and modifications, 
 ramps, home modifications) 

 Medical Equipment and Procedures 

 Hearing Aids, Dentures, Glasses 

 Clothing, Food, Prescriptions 

 Training, Therapy, Short-term Daycare 

 And More!!                                                                                                                                                    

 

Friends of Man assists with all of these needs 
for people in our home state of Colorado.  
Friends of Man also assists with a more   
limited list of needs throughout the United 
States. 

Special Camps/Training 

Wheelchair-Accessible Van Modifications/Lifts 

Hearing Aids/Devices 

Therapy Bioness/Mobility 

Communication Devices 

A Unique CharityA Unique CharityA Unique Charity   Wide Range of  AssistanceWide Range of  AssistanceWide Range of  Assistance   

Stair Lifts 
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Rocky Mountain Human Services 
(RMHS) is honored to serve Denver residents 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities (I/DD) and their families. 
The Denver mill levy dedicated to Denver 
residents with I/DD helps to make our 
important work possible. 

In this report, you’ll read the stories of two 
families and one organization that have 
received mill levy support to meet their very 
different needs. All of the 4,265 Denver 
families who accessed mill levy dollars in 
2018 had their own unique uses for this 
funding. That’s what makes this source of 
funding and the way RMHS administers 
it so special. The RMHS Mill Levy 
Program supports individuals and families where and how they need it, and our service 
coordinators take pride in finding solutions personalized to the individual. 

RMHS has made tremendous changes in its mill levy program in recent years that 
have resulted in about two-thirds of the mill levy funding we receive going to support 
organizations that are offering unique programs and provide direct support to address the 
individual needs of Denver residents with I/DD. We are leading the way statewide in using 
mill levy funds efficiently, effectively and transparently.

Thank you to Denver property-tax payers for your support of the I/DD community. Through 
our partnership with you, Denver Human Services and the City and County of Denver, we are 
supporting thousands of Denver residents with I/DD to pursue their vision for an improved 
quality of life.

Sincerely,

Shari Repinski
Executive Director 



What is the RMHS Mill Levy Program?
In 2003, Denver residents approved a mill levy, or property tax, to support individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) in Denver.

Denver Human Services partners with Rocky Mountain Human Services (RMHS) to use the mill 
levy to achieve two common goals.
1. Increasing access to services.
2. Increasing options to address individual needs.

How does RMHS use the mill levy funding it receives?
RMHS uses mill levy funding in three ways:
1. Client-Directed Funds: To empower Denver residents with I/DD to directly access mill levy  
 funds to meet their individual needs for services and support.
2. Community Partners: To support individuals, nonprofit organizations and businesses that  
 provide unique I/DD services and support.
3. Enhanced RMHS Services: To provide additional support to Denver residents who access  
 RMHS services by eliminating wait lists, enabling service coordinators more time to work  
 with clients, and enhancing clinical programs.

What Is the 
Mill Levy Program?

RMHS Mill Levy Program
Who Received Services in 2018

Ages
Birth to Age 3  :  50 %
Age 3 to 17  :  29 %
Age 18 and Older  :  21 %

Ethnicity
Hispanic/Latino  :  35 %

White  :  44 %

African American/Black  :  13 %

Other  :  8 %

4,265
Individuals
(Total Population

Served)

3,350 
Children
(Ages 0 to 18)915 

Adults
(Ages 18+)
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Louis Reed unexpectedly became a single father of twins six years ago after  
his partner, Kate, gave birth to their daughters, Annika and Sasha.  

Kate suffered an aneurism and stroke four days after childbirth that required emergency surgery 
and put her in a coma. She was left with a permanent traumatic brain injury and paralysis on the 
right side of her body. Kate remained at Craig Hospital for four months until she could come 
home to her family. Louis and the twins moved in with Kate’s parents, Maggie and Ken Morris.  

When Annika and Sasha were 2 years old, Sasha became a client of the Rocky Mountain Human 
Services (RMHS). Sasha was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder and Dravet syndrome, a 
rare genetic dysfunction of the brain that causes seizures. She needs constant monitoring and a 
controlled environment for her safety.  

Today, Sasha is in the state-funded Family Support Program, which provides support and services 
to families who are caring for family members from age 3 to age 17 with developmental delays 
or disabilities. The program surrounds families with the resources they need to achieve their 
goals. Case managers tailor support plans to each family. Services can include respite, assistive 
technology, parent and sibling support, and therapy.  

If RMHS relied on state funding alone for the Family Support Program, more than 800 families 
would have been waiting for services in 2018. Mill levy funding eliminated the need for a wait list. 

Surrounding Families 
with Services and Support

Mill Levy Funding Provides Personalized Solutions 

for Young Family

The mill levy has also helped Sasha’s family in other ways. Last year, the girls’ mother moved into 
a home for women with brain injuries, a major change for the twins. At the same time, their father 
was working toward becoming a certified nursing assistant, which would enable him and the girls 
to move out of Maggie and Ken’s house. Sasha was getting bigger and faster and required a more 
manageable environment for monitoring. The move also allowed Maggie and Ken freedom to 
focus on Maggie’s medical needs as she had been diagnosed with cancer. 

Sasha’s service coordinator put in a request for 
rental assistance through the RMHS Mill Levy 
Client Assistance Program, a program through 
which Denver residents with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities can request funding to 
meet their individual needs.  

Then, their service coordinator went to work to find 
Louis and the twins a good place to live. The Client  
Assistance Program paid for the family’s deposit 
and first month’s rent for an apartment in the same 
school district with suitable programs to support 
Sasha’s development.  

RMHS Services 
RMHS has used mill levy funding internally to:

 Reduce wait time for children from birth to age 18 to receive assessments for  
 developmental delays and disabilities, so they can receive therapies as soon  
 as possible (Early Intervention).

 Provide additional funding beyond state dollars for direct services and case  
 management for families of children ages 3 and older with I/DD (Family  
 Support Services Program). Without mill levy, more than 800 individuals would  
 wait for services.

 Clients enrolled in Medicaid waivers can access additional services,  
 including day habilitation, respite, transportation and residential habilitation,  
 through mill levy funding.

	 Offer	trainings,	such	as	first	aid,	to	family	members	and	providers.

 Implemented a wait-list coordinator position to ensure people waiting for  
 other services are accessing mill levy-funded services as needed.



Internal Support 

“It’s traumatic enough that mommy’s not here,” 
said their grandmother, Maggie. “Now, the girls 
get to stay in the same school, and it’s close 
enough that we can get them after school.” 

Louis started his new career in January 2019. 
It would’ve taken the family a lot longer to save 
the money for a deposit without the RMHS Mill 
Levy Client Assistance Program.  

Client Assistance funding also paid for a 
trampoline that allows Sasha to release energy 
in a contained way, special lamps that help her 
sleep, a sensory swing and a weighted blanket. 
These items have helped her adapt to her new 
environment.  

“RMHS has just helped us tremendously,” 
Maggie said. “It’s been a really rough road, and 
they’ve been there every step of the way.”  

RMHS Programs Providing Mill Levy-Funded Services  2018 Mill Levy Funding

Early Intervention   $      736,738

Family Services and Support   718,080

Life Essentials Provider Network   597,990

Service Coordination   1,031,655

Children’s Clinical   1,428,426

Behavioral Health   244,055

Community Outreach and Communications   147,179

RMHS Initiatives   170,000*

Total   $   5,074,123

*2018 total is an estimate due to changes in budget structure across two contract terms.

RMHS Services



Eighteen-year-old Gustavo Garcia may be legally blind, 
but that doesn’t mean he can’t see.

With relatively new technology, Gustavo can read and learn 
more easily in school, see the faces of his friends and family, 
and so much more.

“I can see almost like anyone else,” Gustavo said.

The adaptive technology is a pair of digital glasses – eSight 
– designed to give the blind sight. The glasses cost between 
$6,000 and $10,000, but thanks to the Rocky Mountain Human 
Services (RMHS) Mill Levy Client Assistance Program, the glasses were free to Gustavo’s 
family. Denver residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities can request funding to 
meet their individual needs through the Client Assistance Program.

Gustavo has been an RMHS client for most of his life. His journey toward gaining sight began 
when his mother, Xochith, discovered eSight on Pinterest. The family researched more and 
were able to access a pair for Gustavo to try at an event. Gustavo put on the glasses and found 
he could see his mother’s face and read without assistance, bringing tears to Xochith’s eyes.

Mill Levy Program 
Helps Blind Teen See

Gustavo Finally Saw His Mom’s Face 

for the First Time



The glasses can help people with a wide variety of conditions that cause blindness. In 
Gustavo’s case, his optic nerve didn’t fully develop. Gustavo is also on the autism spectrum, 
and he started losing his hearing at age 15. This makes the gift of sight all the more valuable.

The Garcia family was struggling with medical and financial hardships when they were 
introduced to the technology. Gustavo’s father, Ricardo, had been diagnosed with a heart 
problem. He could no longer work as an auto-body technician. They were forced to dig into 
Ricardo’s retirement to pay home and medical expenses, almost losing the house where 
Gustavo has spent the last 15 years of his life.

Xochith discovered she was eligible to be paid as a family caregiver for Gustavo through a 
state program, and Ricardo found he was able to get disability income that saved their house. 
The combined income is supporting the family while Ricardo waits for heart surgery that 
could put him back to work.

Xochith still knew she had to find a way to get Gustavo eSight glasses – the only problem 
was the price. But their RMHS Service Coordinator Emily Fraser thought that the RMHS Mill 

Levy Client Assistance Program might cover 
the cost. About two weeks later, Gustavo’s 
request for mill levy funding was approved.

Now, the glasses will help Gustavo in  
high school and support his goal of going 
to college. 

Gustavo wants to eventually become a 
motivational speaker and help others with 
similar disabilities overcome challenges. 
His advice: “Keep pushing through it,” 
because things get better.

Gustavo is looking forward to the day when 
his hearing can be fixed, too.

“Now that I have the eyes, I’m waiting for 
the ears,” he said.

Client Assistance 

Client and Family-Directed Funds
Individual Requests
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2018 Budget Amount by Ages Served

2018 External Initiatives by Priority Area

Client Education/Increasing 
Independence

$2,157,878 
46%

Social/Recreational
$1,133,445

24%
Training and Support
$405,185

12%

Homelessness
Initiative

$403,000 9% 9%

Integrated Health
$569,024

A group of school-aged children are clustered around a volleyball net. One team serves 
and a water balloon sails through the air, exploding on a now drenched opposing team, causing 
a second explosion of laughter and cheers. This was the scene on water day at a Connect Us 
summer camp.

This may sound like a typical summer camp, but something different is at play. Children who are 
typically developing and children with disabilities are having fun together. Connect Us, a metro 
area nonprofit, is dedicated to connecting kids through the power of play.

“We all want to be connected,” said Stephanie Schiff, Connect Us founder and executive director. 
“We have an innate desire to make friends and develop positive relationships.” 

Schiff founded Connect Us in 2009 after watching her 5-year-old son struggle socially. She 
observed the hurdles her son faced on the playground and dedicated herself to creating a safe 
environment for children to play. The pilot program was a weekly summer camp.

Today, Connect Us does much more, including recess facilitation and after-school groups, but the 
mission has remained the same – to develop the skills in young children necessary to becoming 
socially competent, self-confident and resilient individuals through physical, creative and 
collaborative play in a guided learning environment. 

Connect Us 
Harnesses Power of Play

Metro-Area Nonprofit Is Among 

2018 Denver Mill Levy Funding Recipients

Adults
62%

Children
17%

Transition
16%

All
5%



In 2018, the organization celebrated its 10th anniversary summer camp. The camp is physically 
located in Greenwood Village, so attendees are primarily Arapahoe County residents. In 2018, 
Connect Us served significantly more Denver children, thanks to mill levy funding through Rocky 
Mountain Human Services (RMHS). Connect Us used the funding to provide scholarships to 12 
Denver children with disabilities. 

RMHS, in collaboration with its Community Advisory Council, selects organizations and companies 
to receive mill levy funding for programs that provide unique services to individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. In 2018, 21 “external initiatives” received RMHS mill 
levy funding.

“Connect Us is harnessing the power of play to support children to be empowered and have the 
tools necessary to be self-confident, resilient and feel successful with their peers,” Schiff said.

External Initiatives  

2018 RMHS External Initiatives Mill Levy Recipients
Ability Connection Colorado: RAMP Extension Program 

Active Community Access 
Arts & Community Exploration - ACE (Jewish Family Service) 

ASPEN Program (Tennyson Center for Children)
Autism Society of Colorado: Autism 101 Community and Police Training 

Colorado Cross Disability Coalition: Probate Power 
Denver Regional Council of Governments: DD Network of Care Website 

Guided by Humanity Yoga 
Homelessness Project (CFPD) 

Laradon Early Intervention Family Navigator 
Laradon Expansion of Behavioral Services 

Parent to Parent 
Pizzability 

Project World (Activity Options) 
Resource Ability (Financial Health Institute) 

REVEL: Mentor Program 
Self-Employment Education (Celebrate EDU) 

Social Inclusion (Connect Us) 
StellarCare Vacations 

Supported Employment Collaborative: Goodwill & Jewish Family Service 
T.A.C.T. 

THRIVE: Project Independence 
The Wayfaring Band 

RMHS Community Advisory Council
Pamela Bisceglia, Chair

Lynette Johnson
Brian Lewno
Tim Lomas

Anne Patton



Rocky Mountain Human Services    |   9900 East Iliff Avenue    |    Denver, CO 80231    |    P: 303.636.5600    |    www.rmhumanservices.org

Colorado Springs    |   17 South Weber Street    |   Colorado Springs, CO 80903    |   719.323.2600

Pueblo    |   111 North Union Avenue    |   Pueblo, CO 81003    |   719.649.2974

Denver Mill Levy Services
at
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