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Overview 
 
On Wednesday, March 1, 2017, the Platte to Park Hill: Stormwater Systems project team held 
an open house for the 39th Avenue Greenway and Open Channel at St. Charles Recreation 
Center. The open house was held to provide the public with a project overview of the 39th 
Avenue Greenway and Open Channel, the final alignment, draft design guidelines, and serve as 
a forum to hear final feedback on what amenities are most important to the community before 
heading into Design/Build.  
 
There were over 90 members of the public in attendance, allowing for one-on-one discussions 
and community engagement. Over 3,000 flyers were distributed announcing the meeting, and 
details were also shared via email blasts, social media, and local RNOs. The open house was 
structured as a report-back to the community, sharing “work-to-date” and providing interactive 
educational opportunities through open house stations, including an online survey station. 
 
The Greenway Input survey was designed to provide the project team with key input, by asking 
attendees to prioritize community enhancements and connections for the future greenway. 
Digital surveys were available and completed by residents at the meeting, and following the 
open house were posted online for broader community input. Survey responses were collected 
through email blasts and via the project website through March 10.  A total of 198 surveys were 
submitted between March 1 and March 10. That feedback is summarized below.   
 
Project team members shared updates on the overall project, outreach process, schedule, 
historic and environmental information as it relates to the greenway, the design-build process, 
and presented the draft design guidelines. The draft design guidelines are organized into three 
themes: technical, community building, and mobility and connectivity. All of the boards for the 
open house can be found and reviewed here.  
 
A table containing full survey results and raw comments submitted during the meeting and in the 
week afterward can be found at the end of this report. 
 
Key Themes from Open House  
 
The following is a summary of key themes that emerged from the surveys, discussions with 
attendees at the open house, and general comments: 
 

• Project Support – In general, community members in attendance expressed support for 
the connectivity and park-like amenities the greenway will provide. A few attendees 
emphasized how important integration into the surrounding community context is. 

• Final Product – Desire to better understand how and if the current recommendations 
will be delivered through the Design/Build process.  

• Maintenance - Concern about the maintenance of the greenway once it is completed 
(e.g. trash, landscaping, etc.) 

• Connectivity/Access – The shared street is seen as a benefit for the neighborhood and 
home values. Some community members prefer a pedestrian bridge at High St. rather 
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than Gilpin, and others emphasized the importance of a strong north/south connection in 
the Clayton neighborhood.  

• Parking/Traffic – Concerns over limited parking and traffic congestion as more people 
begin to visit nearby development/businesses along the greenway. 

• Construction – Potential construction impacts, in particular noise and dust monitoring, 
remain top-of-mind with residents. A few people inquired as to how the City plans to stay 
on budget during this phase of the project. 

• Environmental – There was a lot of activity at the environmental station, the topics 
discussed include: 

o Superfund site - What steps have been taken to clean up the neighborhoods, and 
what is being done at Globeville Landing Outfall.   

o Toxins – Whether there were toxins and/or contamination in the soils along the 
39th Avenue alignment.   

o Construction mitigation – How will construction emissions and dust be prevented 
from moving into the surrounding neighborhoods.    

o Water quality - The importance of improving water quality through this process.   
o Air quality - Questions about air quality in the area, some specific to air quality 

related to I-70 traffic, Garden Place Elementary, and a couple about Toxic 
Release Inventory data as it relates to a recent news article about pollution in 
northeast Denver.   

o Transparent process – Important to continue sharing further environmental 
investigations and any cleanup as the project progresses.  

o Groundwater – A question or two about groundwater and whether any 
groundwater contamination could move into the open channel. 

o Existing environmental conditions – The project team clarified misperceptions of 
existing environmental conditions in the area. 

• Safety – Safety and lighting continues to be a priority along the greenway. Some 
expressed concerns about the current condition of the Market Lead and see this as an 
opportunity for improvement. A few asked questions about the inlet structure to get a 
better sense of the design aesthetic and safety considerations during a storm event.  

• Enhanced Bike/Ped Connectivity – There is interest in improving the bike/ped 
connectivity from the west-end of the greenway all the way to the Platte. 

• Landscaping – A desire to incorporate native plant species into the design of the 
greenway (e.g. Showey Milkweed to benefit Monarch Caterpillars and pollinators). 

• Other projects – The project team clarified misinformation about other projects in the 
area and their connections to the greenway, including Central 70 and National Western.  

 
Greenway Input Survey Results 
 
Based on knowledge gained from previous neighborhood planning efforts and recent community 
input, a 39th Avenue Greenway and Open Channel Design Workgroup (comprised of local 
neighborhood/civic/business groups and residents) identified draft design guideline themes to 
help inform the Design/Build process. Survey respondents ranked community enhancement and 
connection themes in order of highest to lowest priority.   
 
Overall Priorities: 
The top two priorities for the project were mobility and connectivity, consistent to what the 
project team heard in August 2016 from the community. Mobility refers to how people move 
within the greenway, and connectivity is about how people get in and out of the greenway. 



 

Community members in both Cole and Clayton don’t want the greenway to serve as a barrier 
among the neighborhoods. The table below shows the overall results from the survey: 

 
 
39th Avenue Greenway and Open Channel: Full Survey Results 
 
Survey Results by Question 
Q1 Select the category that is most important to you? 
Answered: 198 
Reponses 
Mobility – 68 
Connectivity – 53 
Recreational Spaces – 30 
Gathering Spaces – 24 
Placemaking – 15 (includes 1 Spanish response)  
Site Furnishings – 8 
 
Q2 Select the category that is SECOND most important to you: 
Answered: 175 
Responses 
Connectivity – 43 
Mobility – 37 
Recreational Spaces – 32 
Site Furnishings – 26 
Gathering Spaces – 21 
Placemaking – 16 
 
Q3 Select the category that is THIRD most important to you 
Answered: 166 
Responses 
Site Furnishings – 45 
Recreational Spaces – 33 
Gathering Spaces – 27 

Category Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3 Priority 4 Priority 5  

Overall Mobility Connectivity  Recreational 
Spaces 

Gathering 
Spaces 

Site 
Furnishings  

Mobility 40
th
 

Streetscape 
39

th
 Ave  

(York-Steele) 

39
th
 Ave  

(Steele-
Jackson) 

39
th
 Ave  

Shared street 
41

st
 pedestrian 

connection 

Connectivity Low-flow 
crossings 

Ped bridge at 
Gilpin 

Ped bridge at 
High 

Additional N/S 
connections 

Enhanced 
crosswalks 

Recreational 
Spaces Nature play Flexible lawn 

space Fitness stations Multi-use sport 
courts 

Traditional 
playgrounds 

Gathering 
Spaces 

Community 
gardens Plazas 

Shade 
structures/ 
shelters 

Picnic Areas   

Site 
Furnishings 

Pedestrian 
lighting 

Trash/recycling/
dog waste 
stations 

Benches Safety call 
boxes Bike racks 

Placemaking Public art 
Outdoor 
classroom/ 
amphitheater 

Historical/ 
educational 
signage 

Outlet 
structure/ 
enhancements 

Wayfinding 
signage 



 

Placemaking – 26 
Connectivity – 19 
Mobility – 16 
 
Q4 Mobility: Pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular connections within the Cole and Clayton neighborhoods. 
Choose the three (3) amenities that are most important to you, as shown on the maps below: 
Answered: 103 
Responses  
40th St. streetscape (sidewalk, tree lawn, bike lane) – 80 
39th Ave. (York to Steele – roadway, sidewalk, roadway lighting) – 70 
39th Ave. (Steele to Jackson – multi-use path, tree lawn, sharrows) – 49 
39th Ave. shared street – 48 
41st St. pedestrian connection across Market Lead – 27 
Monroe St. construction (between 40th St. and 41st St.) – 15 
42nd St. vehicular connection across Market Lead – 6 
 
Q5 Connectivity: Getting bikes and pedestrians to, from and across the greenway. Choose the two (2) 
amenities that are most important to you: 
Answered: 106 
Responses 
Low-flow crossings (across the open channel with the greenway) – 62 
Pedestrian bridge at Gilpin – 39 
Pedestrian bridge at High – 38 
Additional north/south connections (north of greenway at Clayton and Josephine) – 37 
Enhanced crosswalks (along greenway edges and adjacencies) – 36 
 
Q6 Gathering Spaces: Community gathering areas within the greenway (gardens, plazas, etc.) Choose the 
two (2) amenities that are most important to you: 
Answered: 74 
Responses 
Community gardens: edible landscapes/orchard/pollinator gardens – 49 
Plazas – 41 
Shade structure/shelter – 31 
Picnic areas – 27 
 
Q7 Placemaking: Amenities that help create the look and feel of the greenway (signage, amphitheater, etc.) 
Choose the two (2) amenities that are most important to you: 
Answered: 55 
Responses 
Public art – 38 
Outdoor classroom/amphitheater – 26 
Historic/educational signage – 18 
Outlet structure enhancements – 14 
Wayfinding signage – 14 
 
Q8 Recreational Spaces: Community recreation areas within the greenway (playgrounds, fitness stations, 
etc.) Choose the two (2) amenities that are most important to you: 
Answered: 95 
Responses 
Nature play – 66 
Flexible open lawn – 51 
Fitness stations – 27 
Multi-use sports court – 27 
Traditional playground(s) – 19 
 



 

Q9 Site Furnishings: Community amenities within the greenway (lighting, seating, bike racks, etc.) Choose 
the three (3) amenities that are most important to you: 
Answered: 78 
Responses 
Pedestrian lighting within greenway – 65 
Trash/recycling/dog waste stations – 59 
Benches – 27 
Safety call boxes – 26 
Bike racks – 25 
Specialty lighting – 23 
Specialty seating – 9 

 
Input from General Comment Forms: 
 
General Raw Comments 
Where is the compiled results of the community outreach which much of these boards reference? 
 
Perhaps I'm not reading the drawings correctly, but it appears there is no southern connectivity from the 
39th St. path to the Clayton neighborhood. As a resident of Clayton, I would appreciate more accessibility 
from Clayton to the project. It seems like the only way to access the path from Clayton is York or Steele. 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
There seems to be a heavy emphasis on 'programming' and connectivity in Cole and RiNo, but little 
attention paid to Clayton. It would be nice to have more focus or even distribution of amenities throughout 
the project. 
 
We need exercise equipment for adults at City Park facilities. So many Denver parks have equipment for 
children, but nothing for adults. 
 
We are extremely concerned about parking for Rock Drill residents. 
 
I like the emphasis on public space/art in the greenway, but people are concerned about maintenance. Has 
the planning committee discussed future allocations for maintaining the park space for project purpose? 
 
This whole project is unnecessary and not wanted - by the immediate neighborhood and surrounding areas. 
Don't do it! It's going to be a waste of money and effort and during construction presents significant danger 
of toxic materials being spread. I-70 reconstruction and tunnel is a bad idea where time has passed. This 
project exists to make the I-70 ditch possible. It's a bad idea for the rest of the city too, where stormwater 
improvements will be delayed. 
 
I am opposed to expanding I-70 - This project is not needed if I-70 is not expanded - This project was not in 
the 2014 drainage plan - Denver has higher storm drainage priorities - I think this is a waste of $$$ - We will 
hold Mayor Hancock and Albus Brooks accountable the next Denver election. 
 
Please incorporate Pollinator Parks into the design. Native plants and wildflowers are important to native 
pollinators. Bees and butterflies are in serious danger due to pesticides. Asclepias Speciosa - showy 
milkweed is a drought resistant, native species of Colorado. Milkweed is the singular plant genus that the 
monarch caterpillar will feed on. Their number (all pollinators actually) on down. 
 
This project is in many superfund sites that have never been remediated! There is a much cheaper way to 
prevent the I-70 ditch (if it is dug) from flooding. It is also more ecological to keep rain water to be soaked 
into people's gardens. Talk to Adrian Brown. He has an excellent plan - DO NOT DO THIS PROJECT! 
 
Too bad real community outreach wasn't done in the beginning. Digging in an unremediated superfund site 
is criminal. The hiway should be directed to I270 and 76. The developer along I-70 should be responsible for 



 

drainage around their own projects, instead of charging increased wastewater fees to Denver residents. This 
is crony capitalization at its worst. 
 
I am not a fan of the Gilpin ped bridge. I think it will cause a lot of traffic from PortaPower development to 
spill into Cole for parking. I want the greenway to be designated a park. I am very happy with the 1% going 
to public art. Lighting is very important to me for safety reasons. 
I am an advocacy planner with the department of architecture and planning at UC Denver. I am currently, 
interested in the way the city provides accurate and comprehensive and accessible data/information to the 
neighborhoods affected by this project. I find it unfortunate that no mention of I-70 expansion was given for 
the catalytic momentum bringing about this project in the first place. Lack of context makes educated 
decision making from the community very difficult. I also want to address the lack of focus on the historic 
and exceptional Hispanic community primarily being affected by this project. I am an advocate for flood 
protection and sustainable greenway designs to enhance the community; I just want to bring awareness to 
the importance of prioritizing the interests and needs that the affected community provides you, the city, 
public servants to these neighborhoods. 

 


