
 

-- MEETING SUMMARY-- 
39th Ave. Greenway & Open Channel Design Workgroup Meeting #8 

March 15, 2017 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Purpose  

• Review prioritization survey results 

• Project update 

• Final review of design guidelines  

• Overview of Request for Proposals (RFP) content, process and schedule  

 

Welcome & Introductions  

Angela Jo Woolcott outlined the agenda and facilitated introductions around the table. Angela 

discussed how the Design Workgroup guiding principles have guided the tone of the meetings 

throughout the process and asked the group to continue to be respectful of differing 

perspectives. She thanked Design Workgroup members and the broader project team for their 

ongoing commitment. This meeting served as the final review of the design guidelines, and final 

meeting until after the procurement process.  

 

Prioritization Survey Results 

Nearly half the room raised their hands when Angela asked who had attended the March 1 

Open House. She thanked them for their support and reminded the group of project specific 

outreach to-date, which included: 

• 640 email blasts sent (21 unique messages, including Design Workgroup 

communications) 

• 8 DWG Meetings  

• 450+ individuals met with  

• 284 completed community surveys  

• 5 Open Houses/Community Workshops  

 

Angela explained the purpose of the greenway input survey, which was to ask residents to 

prioritize community enhancements and connections. In addition to having a survey station at 

the project Open House, the survey was distributed via email, by the Clayton and Cole RNOs, 

and posted on the project website. Angela walked the group through the survey results, 

highlighting that overall, the highest priority was mobility. The survey was structured so that if 

mobility was selected as the first priority, respondents were then asked to continue to prioritize 

the elements inside that category. The questions continued this way through multiple 

categories, including connectivity, placemaking, site furnishings, and more.  

 

Full survey results: 



 

  Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3 Priority 4 Priority 5  
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Angela noted that much of the feedback is consistent with what the project team has heard 

throughout the project, with the exception of the pedestrian bridges.  

 

Project Update 

 

Open House 

The March 1 community Open House was attended by over 100 people, including supporting 

project team members. Over 3,000 flyers were distributed announcing the meeting, and details 

were also shared via email blasts, social media, and local RNOs. The Open House stations took 

people through the project overview, design guidelines, historic and environmental processes, 

and next steps. Angela provided a high-level review of the key discussion themes from the 

Open House, themes included: 

 

• Project Support 

• Overall Connectivity/Access 

• Enhanced Bike/Ped Connectivity 

• Landscaping 

• Environmental 

• Parking/Traffic 

• Construction Mitigation 

• Safety 

• Maintenance 

• Integration of Drainage Infrastructure 

• Relationship to Nearby Projects 

 

39th Avenue 

Jenn Hillhouse provided a project update about 39th Avenue between York and Steele. She 

talked about possible opportunities to work with property owners to secure additional right-of-

way in order to meet the desired vision and priorities from the community. Jenn noted these 

conversations would continue with property owners through the procurement process.  

 



 

Pedestrian Bridge 

Jenn then provided a project update on north/south pedestrian bridge connectivity. Adjacent 

community members in the Cole neighborhood continue to express concerns about potential 

parking impacts and higher traffic volumes if a pedestrian bridge is located over the greenway at 

Gilpin Street and therefore prefer a pedestrian bridge further east at High Street. However, the 

Open House survey results indicated that the broader community preferred a pedestrian bridge 

at Gilpin Street (High Street was the 3rd priority for connectivity). The group agreed to move 

forward with both bridges in the procurement documents with an understanding that final design 

would need to incorporate potential parking mitigations. 

 

To help provide additional neighborhood development context, Jenn introduced guest speaker 

John McIntyre, with Rock Drill. He provided an overview of the new redevelopment that is 

envisioned for the Rock Drill site. He also explained that one of the benefits of the nearby mixed 

use development is the planned parking sites/structures. He clarified that there would be more 

than ample parking for venue and retail shopping and did not foresee parking being an issue for 

nearby residents. Parking is, and will continue to be, an ongoing discussion as part of the City’s 

imminent domain process.  

 

In regard to traffic management, John mentioned several access points for the future 

redeveloped Rock Drill site, including an entrance to a hotel at 40th street. While John and his 

team don’t see Gilpin as a primary access point, they do feel the connection is crucial to 

bringing in the community and making the development a community space.  

 

Vehicle Bridge at High 

Rock Drill presented another opportunity for connectivity within the greenway - a potential 

vehicle bridge at High Street. This would allow visitors and nearby community members to have 

direct access to the proposed future parking structure north of the greenway. Meredith 

Wenskoski discussed some of the technical challenges as it relates to a vehicle bridge crossing 

a multiuse trail. Jenn explained that is not part of the current project scope and that more design 

work and analysis needs to be performed by the Rock Drill team to determine feasibility and 

potential impacts. Attendees expressed an interest in continuing to explore the option, 

especially if they were able to design the vehicle bridge with a pedestrian crossing (e.g., 

sidewalk) without jeopardizing the existing community fabric. Jenn indicated that a community 

process would be developed to inform the community about the potential tradeoffs of a vehicle 

bridge and work to make a decision on how to move forward.   

 

Following the presentation from Rock Drill, the below discussion themes emerged: 

 

Parking Permits - Neighbors would be more comfortable with a pedestrian bridge at Gilpin if 

permit parking was made available and enforced for residents in the area.  

Access - There was some concern about limiting access north of the greenway, specifically that 

it might isolate the existing neighborhood and preclude them from the benefits of the growth and 

change occurring nearby.  



Mobility – Getting to and from one end of the greenway to the other remains to be a high priority 

for the neighborhood at-large.  

The discussion ended with the understanding that the Design Workgroup preference is a 

connection at High Street, and while many understand the potential benefits of a pedestrian 

bridge at Gilpin, some would only support it with mitigation to the parking concerns of the 

neighbors on that block.  

 

Xcel Energy 

Ryan Crum provided an update on the utilities undergrounding plans for the greenway. Ryan 

showed images of current conditions and talked about working closely with Xcel to underground 

as many utilities in the area as possible, including all substation lines. The main focus of 

undergrounding in high traffic areas along the greenway. Xcel is currently rerouting some of the 

lines, starting near 40th and Blake and working toward York Street. The City will provide the 

Design Workgroup with an update on those timelines as they occur.   

 

Example Maintenance Plan 

To conserve time on the agenda, an example maintenance plan was distributed as a handout 

and not reviewed in-depth. Attendees were encouraged to take a closer look and email the 

project team with any questions. Jenn explained that routine maintenance is conducted in 

partnership with Denver Wastewater, Parks and Recreation, and Urban Drainage Flood Control 

District. The DWG would like clarification about the frequency of “trash/debris removal  

 

Cole Inspire Meeting Update 

Jennifer Hillhouse attended the Cole Inspire meeting on behalf of the 39th Avenue project team. 

Courtney Levingston with Denver Parks and Recreation opened the meeting with an overview of 

PLACES and the GOCO Inspire grant. The purpose of the meeting was to prioritize program 

amenities for the 4 parks within the Cole community: Russel Square Park, George Morrison 

Park, 39th Ave Greenway, and Genesee Basecamp.  

 

Both the youth and adult community provided great feedback on how to program the new 

greenway to ensure the new open space is multigenerational; designed for all ages. Their 

feedback is included on the map below: 

 



 
 

Final Review of Design Guidelines 

Rather than walking through all of the design guidelines as we did in the previous design 

workgroup meeting, Angela explained to the team that they’d be presenting only guidelines that 

have been revised. Guidelines revised in purple were updated based on feedback from the 

open house, and guidelines revised with red were updates made by the design workgoup.  

 

DRAINAGE 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Make the channel accessible for 

maintenance and safety 

• Access stairs, low flow crossings, and 

maintenance trails should be incorporated to 

maximize safety and allow for routine 

maintenance. 

• The channel must meet the 

drainage needs for the community 

• The channel must be designed to convey the 

100-year flood in order to provide needed 

protection to the northern communities of 

Clayton, Elyria and Swansea. 

 

WATER QUALITY 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Improve water conditions in the 

channel  

• Natural vegetation should be utilized in the 

design to create sustainable landscapes. 

• Drainage infrastructure, such as forebays and 

underground trash vaults, should be 

incorporated to ensure a high level of water 

quality opportunities. Design should integrate 

the infrastructure into the natural surrounding 

through use of plantings, etc. 



• Mitigate environmental and water 

quality concerns, including dust 

and noise 

• Construction will follow City standards regarding 

noise and dust.  

• Precautions should take place to reduce 

construction noise. Six-foot fence must be 

maintained around the project site and dirt must 

remain within project site.  

 

LANDSCAPE & PLANTINGS 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Consider water quality 

opportunities in the channel 

• Natural vegetation should be placed 

throughout the channel to maximize water 

quality opportunities.  

• Natural landscaping (non-

manicured) 

• Majority of the greenway should be native 

grasses with some turf grass and other 

ornamental plantings in and around active 

areas and at gateways.  

 

GATHERING SPACES (PASSIVE) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Provide gathering places that 

encourage people to spend time 

socializing and enjoy the 

surrounding environment and for 

multi-generational gatherings 

• Design should provide gathering places 

throughout the greenway to encourage people 

to spend time socializing including plazas, 

picnic areas, flexible lawn etc.  

• Establish open plaza space for 

multi-functional use and 

community events.  

• Design should include multiple plaza spaces 

that are multi-functional, for small gathering and 

large gatherings, and include shaded areas 

and/or a shelter.  

• Sheltered/shaded areas (e.g. 

picnic areas, gathering places) are 

important  

• Picnic tables should be incorporated into the 

greenway in order to provide opportunities for 

visitors and residents to gather.  

• Picnic tables should be located periodically 

along the length of the greenway particularly 

near active recreational uses and. They 

should be located outside the 10-year flood 

elevation. 



• Desire for easily-accessible space 

for opportunities like edible 

landscape and/or a community 

garden, pollinator gardens  

• Design should explore opportunities for edible 

landscape and community gardens. All 

community gardens should be located near 

residential homes/schools with easy access 

for all. 

• Design should consider opportunities for 

pollinator gardens and native plant species 

 

PLACEMAKING (SIGNAGE, ART, ETC.) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Beautify the outfall areas by 

integrating natural plantings 

and/or seating to help blend the 

outfall in with its surroundings  

• Outlet structures should be designed with 

aesthetic consideration while maintaining full 

hydrological functionality and meeting safety 

requirements.  

• Explore possible alternative uses for the 

outlet structures that would complement other 

greenway elements. At a minimum, plantings 

and artistic textures, forms and colors should 

be incorporated to make this visually 

pleasing.  

• Desire to integrate public art, 

inspired by local community artists 

and reflective of the surrounding 

community/historical context and 

culture 

• The project will be required to spend 1% of 

capital dollars on art. The art selection and 

integration will be a separate process through 

Arts and Venues, however the design and 

construction will need to coordinate with this 

process to ensure opportunities for public art 

are enabled and not precluded such as wall 

murals, gateway features, integration within 

the greenway etc.  

• The art should be inspired by the local 

community and reflective of the 

surrounding/historical context and culture.  

 

PLACEMAKING (SIGNAGE, ART, ETC.) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• The design should incorporate 

the community's local history 

through its signage and/or 

preservation of existing rail 

• The design should seek to incorporate the 

history of the rail. Repurposing industrial 

materials and artifacts is encouraged. 



• To encourage increased access 

along the entirety of the 

greenway develop easy-to-read 

signage that directs people to 

other developed areas in NE 

Denver 

• Incorporate wayfinding signage, especially to 

direct people towards the transit stations and 

bike facilities.  

• Directional signage should have high visibility 

but be smaller in size than historic and 

educational signage.  Consider opportunities 

to integrate signage within the path. 

• Seek opportunities for open 

space where music, markets, or 

artistic movement can be 

incorporated 

• Open space and flexible lawn areas should be 

designed in such a way as to allow for music, 

markets and artist movement.  

 

RECREATIONAL SPACES (ACTIVE) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Use integrated seating and/or 

amphitheater seating to 

develop group spaces for 

public learning and gathering 

• Drainage elements should be multipurpose 

whenever feasible, for example run down 

structures located at High Street should 

incorporate amphitheater seating so the space is 

useable outside of major storms.  

• Build natural, multi-use, multi-

generational play areas for all 

demographics 

• Integrate nature play throughout greenway and in 

unexpected areas. Nature play should be 

dispersed as well as concentrated in a small area.  

• Nature play elements should be low maintenance 

and consider safety requirements. 

• Flexible spaces that can easily 

adapt to multiple uses/activities 

are preferred (e.g. a volleyball 

game one day and picnic spot 

the next) 

• Provide large flexible lawn areas for informal 

gathering and play that can easily adapt to 

multiple uses/activities such as volleyball, 

picnics, bocce ball etc.   

• Flexible lawn areas should be free of trees, 

shrubs and plantings areas except on the 

perimeter. 

 

RECREATIONAL SPACES (ACTIVE) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Integrated activation areas that 

have the opportunity to engage 

and activate multiple 

• All recreational areas should be designed to 

engage and activate multiple generations.  



demographics (kids, parents, 

neighbors) 

• A basketball court and/or a 

handball court should be 

considered in the recreational 

spaces for broader recreational 

appeal 

• Sports court should be explored and integrated 

seamlessly into the greenway.  

• Explore opportunities to incorporate creativity 

and artful innovation into the design of the sport 

courts. 

• Inspire health and wellness by 

incorporating an exercise circuit 

along the multi-use trail, with 

integrated fitness equipment 

that matches the look/feel of 

the greenway 

• Encourage health and wellness by incorporating 

an exercise circuit along the multi-use trail. 

• Equipment should be dispersed along the length 

of the multi-use trails as breakout stations.  

• Additionally, the design team can explore 

grouping certain fitness elements together to 

create a more dedicated exercise area within 

the greenway. 

 

GREENWAY EDGES AND ADJACENCIES  

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Desire for safety, minimized 

noise and privacy between 

private properties and 

greenway 

• Existing property fences should be replaced 

with aesthetically pleasing materials to provide 

privacy to adjacent property owners. 

• Play areas should be placed in such a way that 

maintains privacy to the residents and reduces 

noise. 

• Design 39th Avenue to slow 

traffic and improve safety and 

maintain the quiet, calm feel of 

the historic neighborhood 

• Incorporate shared street along 39th between 

Franklin and Williams to minimize vehicular 

speed, share space with bikes and pedestrians. 

• The shared street space should act as a large 

public space adjacent to the greenway and 

surrounding properties. 

• Improve safe connections 

between the greenway and the 

surrounding community, 

especially in high-use 

residential areas.  

• Implement creative crosswalk treatments 

between the greenway and adjacent streets 

that are aligned with the character of the 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 



SITE FURNISHINGS 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Make the greenway commuter 

friendly by placing bike racks in 

various points along the multi-

use path and near gathering 

places 

• Locate bike racks near programming within the 

greenway and near other adjacent uses that are 

regularly used by the public.  

• Also include at key entry points and gateways 

• Place garbage cans and dog-

waste stations in convenient 

places along the greenway to 

encourage litter-free spaces  

• Provide trash/recycling receptacles and dog 

waste stations at regular intervals along the 

greenway and adjacent to all active space and 

recreational elements 

• Give the greenway a park-like 

feel with benches, picnic tables, 

and pavilions  

• The greenway should be designed to have a 

park-like feel. Benches and seating areas 

should be incorporated into the design, 

especially in active areas, so the community 

has a place to enjoy nature and the natural 

greenway. 

• Prioritize design elements that 

can serve multiple purposes 

(e.g. retaining walls with 

seating integrated) 

• As much as possible, ensure that all design 

elements can serve multiple purposes. For 

example, walls should also serve as seating 

elements and the rundown structure should also 

serve as amphitheater seating. 

 

SAFETY    

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• To help promote safety 

throughout the greenway, 

include add in call boxes that 

are easy to locate and operate 

• The design should incorporate DPD call boxes 

within the greenway to ensure a high level of 

safety. 

• Ensure that the greenway is 

well lit and has good visibility 

during the day and night. 

Include lighting at Franklin and 

Williams, near the deepest 

portion of the channel. 

• Pedestrian lights should be incorporated 

throughout the greenway to ensure a high level 

of safety. 

• Light should be placed at regular intervals and 

create rhythm along the greenway. 

• Roadways should be lit with street lighting. 

• Light fixtures should work to minimize light 

pollution to adjacent residence and businesses. 

• Ensure areas under bridges are well lit. 



• Pedestrian lights along the path should be at 

regular intervals. 

• Where a path does not exist, for example 

between Williams and Franklin, incorporate 

lighting. 

• Do not provide places for 

people to sleep or hide 

• Keep wall heights to 20"-24" as much as 

possible to minimize hiding and sleeping 

locations while providing integrated seating 

along the greenway. 

 

SAFETY (continued) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Visibility across and into the 

channel is important for 

neighborhood safety 

• The greenway should be designed to allow for 

visibility across and into the channel to ensure 

a high level of safety.  

• Minimize taller plantings that block views into 

and out of the greenway.  

• Within the greenway, shorter, 

more designed walls rather than 

tall concrete barriers 

• The design should include multiple shorter 

walls rather than one large wall when possible.  

• Materials should be warm and fit within the 

historical context of the community.  

• Limit use of walls over 30" to minimize safety 

railing.  

• Creative, ADA accessible 

channel crossings should be at-

grade 

• Design should incorporate ADA accessible 

crossings at all streets as well as within the 

greenway.  

 

LANDSCAPE 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Give the greenway a park-like 

and native feel by using natural 

plantings 

• The majority of the greenway, especially closer 

to the low flow area, should be native plant 

materials with pockets of formal plantings, turf 

and other plantings materials located closer to 

the edges of the greenway and along the tops 

of the banks.  



• Be mindful of height of plants so 

that people can see into and out 

of the greenway 

• Be strategic with tree placements and minimize 

plant material that blocks views in and out of 

the greenway.  

• Visual differentiation among 

planting areas to help create 

interest, structure, lines, textures 

and place is important  

• Vary the form, texture and color of plant 

material to create a visually interesting 

greenway.  

• Gateway areas should have more color and 

formal plantings.  

• Prioritize plantings that can bring 

an element of color (through 

leaves, flowers, etc.) 

• Landscaping plan should consider plants that 

provide color, texture, and structural interest 

for all seasons. 

 

MATERIALS 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Design and materials should 

reflect the urban-neighborhood, 

historic, mixed 

residential/industrial character of 

the surrounding community  

• Repurpose existing materials where possible 

such as old rail ties, bricks or other materials.  

• Interest in a low-maintenance 

design that will help the 

greenway and open channel stay 

aesthetically pleasing for longer 

periods of time 

• Consider pollinators and orchards 

that grow habitat and ecology 

and support species such as 

Monarch Caterpillars with native 

plantings 

• Incorporate plant material and hardscape 

materials that are lower maintenance and stay 

aesthetically pleasing for longer periods of 

time. 

• Design should consider opportunities for 

pollinator gardens and native plant species 

 

Pedestrian Bridges 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Adjacent community members 

favor a pedestrian connection at 

High, while the broader 

community is in favor of a 

pedestrian connection at Gilpin 

• Pedestrian bridges should be located in areas 

that maintain the existing grid, neighborhood 

fabric and residential feel. The design should 

be integrated into the design of the greenway 

and provide pedestrian bike access across the 

channel without requiring users to descend into 

the channel.  



• Explore ways to incorporate other elements 

such as seating, viewing areas, signage, 

interesting architecture and specialty lighting 

into pedestrian bridges. 

 

40th Street Streetscape (Blake to Franklin) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Incorporate wayfinding to 

connect the greenway with the 

surrounding community  

• Incorporate wayfinding signage, especially to 

direct people towards the transit stations and 

bike facilities. Directional signage should have 

high visibility but be smaller in size than 

historic and educational signage.  

• To continue the park-like feel, 

extend the tree lawn and look for 

green street opportunities 

• 40th Street (between Franklin and Blake) and 

39th Street (between Steele to Jackson) 

should be designed to feel like extensions of 

the greenway; incorporating as many green 

elements as possible (tree lawn, water quality 

etc.).  

• Make the area a safe place to be 

for residents and visitors by 

incorporating safe pedestrian 

crossings and street lighting 

• Explore opportunities for creative crosswalks. 

• Crosswalks should be located at all locations 

where primary pedestrian and bicycle traffic 

crosses a roadway.  

 

39th Avenue Shared Street 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• The shared street concept is the 

highest priority for adjacent 

community members who see 

this as an opportunity to make 

the greenway as connected as 

possible for all users: drivers, 

pedestrians, and cyclists 

• The shared street along 39th Ave between 

Franklin and Williams should be designed to 

look, feel and function like a pedestrian 

environment and maintain the quiet, calm feel 

of the historic neighborhood.  

• The design should incorporate such elements 

as street trees, planters, benches, tables and 

chairs, etc. to slow traffic. Pedestrian and 

cyclist movements should take precedent over 

automobiles.  



• Use materials that will 

differentiate the street so it's safe 

and easy to use (like enhanced 

concrete) that is also 

maintenance friendly 

• Shared Street to be an enhanced concrete 

material with a more detailed scoring pattern 

and potentially banding and/or integrated color.  

• Design the shared street in a way 

that educates visitors and 

residents on multiuse trail 

etiquette 

• The function of the shared street should be 

communicated through materials, textures and 

placement of urban design elements.  

 

Low-Flow Crossings 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Make sure that users can get 

quick and easy access to safety 

in the event of a major flood by 

incorporating scalable landscape 

or walls, and safety signage 

• The design of the greenway should take into 

consideration quick and easy access to safety 

in an event of a major flood by incorporating 

scalable landscaping or walls and safety 

signage.  

• Coordinate closely with Bruce 

Randolph so students have 

controlled access to educational 

and recreational amenities in the 

greenway 

• Low flow crossings will need to 

be incorporated for ease of 

access and use, need to be 

aligned with major access points 

• Low flow crossing should be provided at 

regular intervals along stretches of the 

greenway where vehicular or pedestrian 

bridges are not located.  

• Provide low flow crossings where there are 

active recreation uses, major destinations such 

as Bruce Randolph school and where key 

north/south connections have previously 

existed or may be introduced. 

 

North-South Connections 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Adjacent community members 

are in support of a connection at 

Clayton but would prefer for a 

second connection to be further 

west 

• North-South connections at Clayton Street and 

at Columbine street Josephine should be 

included along the Market Lead to allow for 

safety and access.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

39th Avenue (Steele-Jackson) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Design more tree lawn space to 

enhance the park-like feel  

• 39th Street (between Steele to Jackson) should 

be designed to feel like extensions of the 

greenway; incorporating as much green 

elements as possible (tree lawn, water quality 

etc.).  

• To maximize the limited space 

that is available, consider moving 

the bike facility on-street as a 

sharrow. 

• Design should explore ways to balance both 

green space (tree lawn) and bike facilities with 

the limited ROW available. 

 

Monroe Street Reconstruction 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• The Monroe connection is 

important and will implement the 

vision of the neighborhood plan. 

• Explore opportunities to construct Monroe 

street between 40th and 42nd.   

 

Market Lead Connections 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• 42nd and 41st connections are 

important to ensure Clayton 

community can access the station 

• A vehicle connection at 42nd and pedestrian 

connection at 41st should be designed to meet 

the vision of the 40th and Colorado Next Steps 

study.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

39th Avenue (York-Steele) 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Be forward-thinking in the design 

to encourage responsible growth 

and creative activation of the 

south side of the greenway 

• Design should explore opportunities for a 

shared street between York to Steele on the 

south side of the greenway. 



Access 

What We Heard: Guideline: 

• Integrate a walk/bike path for 

community use 

• Design should include a concrete 12' multi-

use trail with 2' soft shoulders between 

Franklin to Steele. The trail should be 

designed to interact with the low flow area 

while maintaining parks standards to keep the 

trail above a 10-year event.  

• Do not create a barrier between 

neighborhoods 

• Design should re-establish critical pedestrian 

and vehicle connections when possible. The 

greenway needs to be designed as an 

amenity, offering a place for the community to 

come together rather than creating a barrier. 

• Access roads should give high 

priority to pedestrians and bikes 

and include elements that create 

an enhanced street i.e. street 

trees, paving patterns etc. 

• Access roads located between Franklin to 

High Street adjacent to the channel should be 

designed to look and feel like a pedestrian 

environment. Design should incorporate such 

elements as street trees, viewing areas, 

benches etc. 

 

A design workgroup member suggested that under ‘Site Furnishings’ the team add language for 

garbage can lids. The project team also clarified the use of recycling and discussed the current 

pilot program being conducted by Parks and Recreation. The team also clarified that the vehicle 

bridge would not be part of the current design guidelines, because if included at a later date, it 

would be a separate process with the private developers.  

 

After garnering thumbs up approval from workgroup members on the final design guidelines, 

Meredith explained how the program opportunities map was updated to include the community 

priorities, feedback from DWG meetings and the design guidelines.   

 

 
 



The following feedback was provided: 

• Include bike racks in the “Throughout the Greenway” legend 

• Overlooks and amenity zones should be designed within the existing context 

• Between Franklin to Williams add in picnic areas  

• Between York to Steele the picnic area and shade structure seemed to be secluded 

 

RFP Overview and Next Steps 

The City discussed next steps for the project, and said they would announce shortlisted teams 

before April 1, 2017. The RFP will go to the 3 teams selected by late-April 2017. The interview 

process with the shortlisted teams takes roughly three months, with the award and Notice to 

Proceed (NTP) announced in November 2017. Shortlisted teams will be shared with the group 

via project email blast, and once the project moves into the next phase, after November, the 

Workgroup will reconvene. Given the confidential nature of procurement, project updates will be 

limited to emails, newsletters and website information over the next several months.   

 

Angela discussed the role of the community procurement representatives, and how they’d work 

on behalf of the workgroup and the broader community to select a design-build team with the 

City. Each Design Workgroup member then went around the table sharing advice and insight 

they’d like their procurement representatives to keep top-of-mind: 

• Continue to look for opportunities of community inclusivity 

• Keep maintenance as a high priority  

• Be mindful of trees, natural landscaping, and making the greenway fit the context of the 

neighborhood 

• Take the process seriously and ensure the design-build team has the buy-in to do the 

best they can to deliver a final product the community will support. Make sure they’re 

committed to the process.  

 

 

Guests/Presenters 

Alex Krasnec (Rock Drill) 

John McIntyre (Rock Drill) 

Lawrence Ramos (Procurement Representative) 

Byron Weiss (Porta Power) 

Ben Wilking (Denver Public Schools Planning) 

 

Design Workgroup Members 

Jeff Allen 

Kevin Benard 

Mike Dugan (Procurement Representative)  

Deborah Montoya 

John Olson 

Leslie Twarogowski 

 

 



Project Team  

Jamie Alvarez 

Ryan Crum 

Happy Haynes 

Jennifer Hillhouse 

Maren McBride 

Meredith Wenskoski 

Angela Jo Woolcott 


