
 

 

--MEETING SUMMARY--  

City Park Golf Course Redesign Workgroup Meeting #7 
City Park Greenhouse 

November 16, 2016, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Meeting Purpose  

 Follow-up from clubhouse location and design guideline discussion at last meeting 

 Review and refine remaining design guideline themes 

 Procurement process update and ongoing Workgroup coordination 

 

Introduction/Welcome 

Andy Mountain, project communications consultant, welcomed attendees and explained the 

meeting purpose to review and refine design guideline themes on trees, grading, driving range 

and community connectivity as well as discuss clubhouse considerations and updates on the 

procurement process.  

 

Design Guideline Themes 

Driving Range Area, Community Connectivity, Trees, Grading 
 
Andy facilitated Workgroup discussion on draft guideline themes on the driving range area, 
community connectivity, trees, and grading. Themes for the driving range area and community 
connectivity were updated following previous Workgroup and community review, while 
guidelines for trees and grading were created based on Workgroup and community input. 
 

Overarching discussion themes included: 

 Balance Restrictions with Encouraging Innovation: Workgroup members noted that 

guideline themes should be open enough to leave room for designer creativity while 

ensuring requirements, priorities and preferences are clearly highlighted. Part of this 

balance might involve guideline language indicating the reasons for certain preferences, 

giving designers opportunity to think of alternatives which address primary 

considerations. 

 Emphasize Safety: Attendees noted the critical importance of golfer, pedestrian/biker, 

and resident safety when considering themes, particularly the driving range area and 

community connectivity. Improved golfing opportunities should not come at the expense 

of safety for others, just as enhanced or new pedestrian connections should not present 

adverse impacts to golfer experience. The potential of golf balls to hit passerby, which 

some members were concerned might become more likely given a mid-course 

pedestrian path or a full driving range, was of especially strong concern. 

 Theme Interconnectedness: Workgroup members noted the extent to which themes 

are interrelated, including feature proximity, feature area, trade-off preferences etc. As 



part of the procurement process, Workshops with short-listed designers will be additional 

opportunities to ensure such considerations are reflected in potential designs. 

The following table outlines input-to-date and draft guideline themes for the indicated 

categories. Workgroup feedback on guideline themes that reflects potential additions, revisions, 

questions and considerations is identified in red. 

Final themes will inform the basis for design guideline language in design-build documents. 

Guideline Topic Input-to-Date Draft Guideline Themes 

Driving Range Area 

General Location  Inclusion of a driving range is 
a very important course 
feature  

 Close proximity to clubhouse 
area should be maintained  

 At a minimum the design will 
incorporate an irons-only range. 

 Location should be adjacent to 
clubhouse 

 

Size/Elements  Strong preference exists for 
at least an irons-only range 

 Integration of warm-up nets 
and/or swing simulator should 
be explored with irons-only 
range 

 A strong preference exists for 
a full driving range 

 Full driving range is a benefit 
only if it could be done 
without safety netting or 
playability impacts   

 

 At a minimum the design will 
incorporate an irons-only range with 
at least twenty-five (25) stations, with 
no safety netting 

 Design should incorporate a full 
driving range provided it does not 
require safety netting or impede 
course playability/operations 

 Design should consider integration of 
swing simulators/warm-up nets to 
supplement an irons-only range  

Clarify that safety netting is to be avoided 
given the associated visual impacts 

Hitting Area/Surface  Preference for a grass hitting 
area   

 Interest in exploring space 
saving integration of 
hitting/target areas 

 The hitting surface should be 
turfgrass 

 A mat area will be included to 
provide winter or tournament practice 

 

Community Connectivity 

Pedestrian 

Connections 

 Significant pedestrian traffic 
currently exists through and 
around the course perimeter  

 Opportunities exist to improve 
pedestrian safety in and 
around the course 

 Emphasize pedestrian 
improvements on east side of 
course perimeter (Colorado 
Blvd.), but also consider 26th 
Ave. 

 Pedestrian connections should not 
impact trees or golf 
playability/operations 

 Design should seek to preserve the 
existing pedestrian path on York St. 
and seek to implement a path along 
the west side of Colorado Blvd.  

 Design should explore opportunities 
for improved bike/pedestrian 
east/west access along 26th and 23rd 
Avenues without impacting trees or 



 Concern exists about safely 
integrating a mid-course 
north/south connection 

 Concern about pedestrian 
connections disrupting golf 
experience   

 Pedestrian path materials 
should blend in with 
surrounding landscaping 
 

golf playability 

 If the clubhouse is relocated, a safe, 
8’ wide concrete pedestrian path 
should cross the golf course 
north/south somewhere near its 
midpoint 

 Pedestrian paths should integrate 
with the design of the course, 
connect to the clubhouse, be well 
marked and use non-porous material 
consistent with cart paths (e.g., 
crusher fines v. concrete) 

 If included in the proposed design, 
the mid-course north/south 
connection must be designed to 
encourage users to stay on the path, 
away from the area of play   

Clarify that a mid-course pedestrian path 
is a design option, not a requirement. 

Clarify that if a mid-course pedestrian 
path is created, it will act to improve 
connections to the clubhouse and 
neighboring communities.  

Use language throughout to strengthen 
the importance of safety and the golfer 
experience in integrating community 
connectivity. 

Remove reference to pedestrian 
east/west access along 26th Avenue 
while clearly stating the importance of the 
bike connection along 26th and 23rd 
Avenues. 

Trees 

General   Preservation of course trees 
is a top community priority 

 As many trees as can be 
saved, should be saved 

 Priority should be given to the 
protection of perimeter trees 
and large healthy tree stands 

 Tree preservation and new 
tree plantings should continue 
to contribute to the park-like 
look/feel of the course 

 Species of replacement trees 
should be sustainable with 
reclaimed water irrigation and 
in Denver’s climate  

 Avoid/limit impact to high-priority 
perimeter and interior stands of trees 

 All efforts should be made to protect 
as many trees on the course as 
possible 

 Tree preservation and protection 
shall consider the existing 
characteristics of the golf course, 
grading, view sheds, contribution to 
the park-like feel of the course and 
playability of the golf course 

 Tree replacement approach will 
follow the City’s policy (replace 
impacted canopy coverage) and be 
approved by the City Forester and 



 Denver Golf 

 The most effective tree protection 
elements from all design submittals 
will be integrated into final design 

Consider addition to state that tree 

relocation could be an option based upon 

feasibility and sustainability. 

Course 

Operations/Playability 

 Existing trees significantly 
contribute to the playability of 
the course 

 Consideration should be 
given to ultimate size of 
mature replacement trees  
 

 Golf course tree placement and 
species selection shall consider long 
term effects on playability and turf 
health 

 Tree placement around greens 
complexes must not interfere with 
southern sun exposure in winter and 
morning sunlight in the spring, 
summer, and/or fall 

 Planting plan must account for 
growth/maturation of trees 

Account for variation in tree species, 
sizes, maturation and the 
ease/effectiveness of maintenance. 

Grading 

General   Prefer high efficiency grading 
plan to ensure needed 
detention while minimizing 
impacts to existing trees, 
views and existing 
topography 

 Minimize impacts to existing 
horizon lines 

 Minimize impacts to existing 
trees whenever possible 

 The sweeping vistas and 
park-like feel of the course 
should be maintained    

 

 Grading should preserve the greatest 
number of trees possible 

 Areas of fill should not exceed 
existing high point/ridgeline on the 
site 

 Golf course edges should be similar 
slopes to existing conditions 

 East/west topographical relationships 
should remain consistent 

 Contractor shall design and construct 
the golf course to incorporate all 
grading, drainage, and water quality 
components as attractive and 
naturally appearing strategy features 

Course 

Operations/Playability 

 Grading should retain existing 
look/feel and topography, as 
well as enhance course 
playability, operations and 
maintenance 

 The undulations and slight 
shifts in topography are 
important to the course.  

 

 Grading shall integrate stormwater 
detention areas that allow golf holes 
to remain playable within a 
reasonable timeframe following large 
storm events 

 Grading shall consider the existing 
characteristics of the golf course 
including view sheds and look and 
feel of a parkland style course 



Construction  Impacts to adjacent 
neighborhoods and 
businesses from construction 
activities (e.g., dust, traffic, 
duration) should be mitigated 
whenever possible 

 All grading practices shall 
incorporate appropriate Best 
Management Practices (e.g., dust 
and erosion control) to ensure 
minimal impacts to neighbors 

Consider additional language indicating 
dirt could be hauled off-site if there are 
specific opportunities to do so efficiently.  

 

Clubhouse 

Following discussion of the above categories, Workgroup members reviewed input-to-date on 

the clubhouse and began to discuss style preferences for a potentially relocated clubhouse.  

 

Overarching discussion themes include: 

 Incorporate relevant language from other guidelines into clubhouse guidelines, 

particularly regarding the First Tee program. 

 

 Ensure clubhouse integration into overall design maintains the course park-like look/feel.  

 

 Adjectives reflecting desired look/feel if the clubhouse is relocated: 

o Intimate 

o Sustainable 

o Long-term 

o Classic/timeless/elegant 

o Flat vs. no flat roof 

o Natural/Earthy/Organic blend 

o Earth tones –blend into 
landscape 

o Peaceful/quiet/warm/accessible 

o Flexible/multi-purpose

 

The following table outlines input-to-date for the clubhouse, including if the building is relocated. 

Workgroup feedback that reflects potential additions, revisions, questions and considerations is 

identified in red. 

Final themes will inform the basis for design guideline language in design-build documents. 

Guideline 

Topic 

Input-to-Date Draft Guideline Themes 

Clubhouse 

General Location  Clubhouse site should be chosen to 
minimize visibility of structure, parking lot 
and lighting from 26th Ave. looking south 

 Location should minimize impacts to 
existing trees and park-like feel of the 
course 

 Location should provide opportunities to 
improve golf operations 

 

 



Access Point   Preference for access off 23rd Ave. due to 
residential nature of 26th Ave. 

 Access and parking should consider 
multi-modal traffic impacts to 23rd, 26th 
and other area streets  

Provide language stating that parking 
implementation should discourage use 
unrelated to the facility. 

Highlight that parking should be located near 
the clubhouse. 

 

Views  Clubhouse location must protect mid-
course neighborhood views (e.g., looking 
south from 26th Ave.) and looking east to 
west (e.g., looking west from 26th Ave. & 
Colorado Blvd.) 

 Location should maximize 
downtown/skyline views from clubhouse  

As part of maintaining views, the clubhouse 
structure should not exceed the horizon line 
(i.e. the course high point). 

 

Design Style  Existing clubhouse was value engineered  

 New clubhouse should have a high-
quality, modern, efficient and sustainable 
design 

Replace “modern” with “modernized”. 

 

General 

Size/Programming 
 Adequate golfer parking must be 

provided  

 Opportunities exist to improve upon 
layout and efficiency of existing 
clubhouse 

 Opportunities to improve golf and non-
golf amenities should be pursued (e.g., 
indoor/outdoor dining, community 
activities, etc.)  

 

Community Space  Existing clubhouse size is not well suited 
to large golf events or non-golf, 
community events 

 New clubhouse should be accessible and 
offer indoor and outdoor amenities for the 
golf and non-golf communities  

 

 Ability to accommodate 
multiple events by providing 
appropriately sized, 
separate (or sectioned) 
spaces from restaurant. 

Further clarify the desired size of 
community events (i.e. 
“neighborhood scale”). 

 

 



Procurement Process Update 

Andy shared that Paul Brokering has been selected as the CPGC Redesign Workgroup 

procurement process representative. Paul was noted by Workgroup members as being a 

resident, golfer and architect with familiarity of the RFP process who is committed to a quality 

design and ensuring the course remains a community asset.  

Two other CPGC Redesign Workgroup members will also engage in Design-Build team 

selection. Jennifer Bater, who was also highly recommended as a representative by the 

Workgroup, will be a member of the non-voting advisory panel. Additionally, Andy Sense has 

been appointed by Councilman Albus Brooks as a representative of the City Park Neighborhood 

Advisory Committee.   

 
Next Steps 
Andy Mountain outlined next steps, including an additional Workgroup meeting following 
Thanksgiving to discuss clubhouse guidelines.  
 
Attendees 
Design Workgroup Members: 

Jennifer Bater (Denver Golf League) 

Paul Brokering (Resident) 

Lawren Cary (Resident) 

Alison Connolly (City Park West) 

Zach Florence (Resident) 

George “Skip” Gray (Resident) 

Jim McBride (City Park Golf Course Men’s Golf Club) 

Scott O’Sullivan (First Tee) 

Franke Rowe (Denver Parks and Recreation Advisory Board) 

Andy Sense (Parks and Recreation Advisory Board) 

Becky Sharp (Denver Golf) 

John Van Sciver (City Park Friends and Neighbors) 

Project Team: 
Drew Beck (CCD) 
Gregory Cieciek (CCD) 

Rachele DiFebbo (GBSM) 

Miles Graham (GBSM) 

Happy Haynes (CCD) 

Jennifer Hillhouse (CCD) 

Andy Mountain (GBSM) 

Scott Rethlake (CCD) 

Michael Sapp (CCD) 

Meredith Wenskoski (Livable Cities Studio) 

Jeff Zimmermann (Design Workshop) 

 


