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Appendix A.

Environmental Considerations

Environmental data collection for the 13th Avenue Realignment study area occurred by performing
desk-top and field surveys, referencing available agency electronic files, and using GIS based mapping.
The existing environmental conditions are discussed in the following sections.
The potential for environmental impacts was considered as part of the realignment study. The purpose
of this preliminary environmental analysis was to identify environmental issues that may affect the
planning decisions and to identify environmental issues that require additional evaluation in any future
documentation, federal or otherwise. The analysis was conducted by reviewing available existing
documents, conducting archival research and site visits, contacting various governmental agencies, and
performing scientific analysis. Much of the study area was included in the Federal Boulevard (5th Avenue
to Howard Place) Planning Environmental Linkage Study (FHU 2009).
Several environmental resources would require additional evaluation if future NEPA documentation is
required. These areas include wetlands, special status species, wildlife habitat connectivity, and water
resource issues along the South Platte River; noise impacts; environmental justice; and archaeological
and historic sites throughout the study area. If federal funds are used, several permits and approvals
from state and federal agencies will be required before construction.
The purpose of identifying existing environmental conditions within the study area is to have a clear
understanding of the existing physical opportunities and constraints of the study area. This
understanding will serve to determine the project’s physical limitations and impacts to cost and/or
public acceptance. The project team identified a list of resources potentially present within the study
area to evaluate. These resources include:
 Noise Conditions

 Hazardous Materials

 Air Quality

 Biological

 Historic Resources

 Wetlands

 Park and Recreation Resources

 Demographics

This list is not to be considered all-inclusive and may be modified or adjusted as the project is
developed.
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Noise Conditions

For this realignment study, the project team followed CDOT’s methodology in the current Noise Impact
Assessment (May 2006) to assess existing noise conditions in the study area. The project team took no
field measurements and performed no noise calculations for this study.
Noise from transportation infrastructure can be a concern, primarily for sensitive receptors such as
residences. Therefore, the overall purpose of this existing conditions noise analysis is to evaluate
existing noise levels at any sensitive receptors near the potential project improvements. Understanding
the existing noise levels will assist in determining noise impact thresholds for the proposed realignment.
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Noise sensitive receptors include exterior areas of frequent human use, such as residential
neighborhoods (Category 2), and schools, parks or churches (Category 3). Preliminary review of the
study area has identified noise sensitive receptors, which are summarized in Table A-1.
Table A-1.

Noise Sensitive Receptors
Location

Land Use/Receptor

1

South side of 13th Avenue – Decatur Street to South Platte River

Residences

2

North side of W. Holden Place – Decatur Street to South Platte River

Residences

3

SE corner of Decatur Street and W. Holden Place

Residences

4

North side of W. 12th Avenue – Decatur Street to Bryant Street

Residences

5

1230 Decatur Street (Sun Valley Youth Center)

Youth Center

6

NE corner of Decatur Street and W. 12th Avenue

Neighborhood Park

7

2715 W. 11th Avenue (Fairview Elementary School)

School

8

1155 Decatur Street (Decatur Place)

Apartments

9

1275 Decatur Street (Rude Park Day Nursery)

School

10

2855 W. Holden Place (Rude Recreation Center)

Park/Recreation Center

Noise sensitive receptors could be temporarily exposed to noise from construction activities from the
proposed realignment improvements. Construction noise would be subject to relevant local regulations
and ordinances, and any construction activities would be expected to comply with them.
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Air Quality

The Clean Air Act of 1970 and its amendments led the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
establish National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six criteria air pollutants: carbon
monoxide, sulfur dioxide, ozone, particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide, and lead. Motor vehicles are
important contributors of carbon monoxide, ozone precursors, nitrogen dioxide, and particulate matter.
The primary air quality issues of concern for the proposed project are pollutants associated with the
operation of vehicles on roadways. These include direct emissions of pollutants from vehicles, secondary
pollutants formed from direct emissions, and road dust. Air quality issues related to road construction
are also a potential short-term concern.
It is recommended that future emissions from on-road mobile sources be minimized globally through
several federal regulations. The Denver area State Implementation Plans for carbon monoxide, ozone
(O3), and PM10 should serve to avoid and minimize pollutant emissions from project roads. Standard
emission minimization measures for construction activities are recommended, particularly near sensitive
areas such as homes. Neighboring areas could be exposed to construction-related emissions and
attention will be given to minimizing total emissions near sensitive areas such as homes. To address the
temporary elevated air emissions that may be experienced during construction, standard construction
mitigation measures should be incorporated into construction contracts.
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These include the following best management practices and relevant CDOT construction specifications.
 Engines and exhaust systems on equipment in good working order. Equipment maintained on a
regular basis, and equipment subject to inspection by the project manager to ensure
maintenance.
 Fugitive dust systematically controlled through diligent implementation of CDOT’s Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, particularly Sections 107.24, 209 and 250, and
APCD’s Air Pollutant Emission Notification requirements.
 No excessive idling of inactive equipment or vehicles and comply with CCD’s idling ordinance
(5 minutes).
 Construction equipment and vehicles using low-sulfur fuel to reduce pollutant emissions.
Other emission reduction actions may include:
 Stationary equipment located as far from sensitive receivers as possible (when conditions
allow).
 Stricter dust control measures near schools during school hours.
 Retrofit older construction vehicles to reduce emissions.
A hot-spot conformity analysis will need to be conducted where any new intersections or traffic signals
will be located within the project area, if any intersection in the project area is expected to have a LOS of
D, E, or F in the design year (2040). This analysis is necessary to ensure that the proposed project will
not create new, increase the frequency of, or exacerbate the severity of air quality violations. The
analysis would include computerized dispersion modeling of the air pollution to assess whether any
locations may violate the relevant NAAQS due to the proposed project.
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Historic Resources

Historic and archaeological resources encompass man-made features and physical remains of past
human activity, generally at least 50 years old. Historic resources include buildings, bridges, railroads,
roads, and other structures. Archaeological resources are often buried and include artifacts and features
associated with prehistoric Native American occupation but can also include historical (Euro-American)
artifacts, features, and ruins.
Significant historic and archaeological resources are afforded consideration by Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, as well as Section 4(f) of the Department of
Transportation Act of 1966. Significant historic and archaeological resources are those that are listed or
may be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Sites qualifying for the
NRHP must retain sufficient integrity (of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association) and meet one or more of the eligibility criteria specified in 36 CFR 60.4. To merit NRHPeligibility, a site must meet one or more of the following criteria:
 Be associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history
 Be associated with the lives of persons significant in our past
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 Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction
 Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history
Important historic and archaeological resources must be identified and considered during planning for
federally-assisted transportation projects, in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. The Section 106 review process consists of the following steps:
 Define an Area of Potential Effect (APE)
 Identify historic and archaeological resources through a file search and field surveys
 Evaluate the significance of historic and archaeological resources by applying the NRHP criteria
 Assess impacts to significant (NRHP-eligible or listed) resources by applying the criteria of
adverse effects
 Consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and consulting parties concerning
NRHP- eligibility findings and determinations of effect
 Resolve adverse effects, in consultation with the SHPO, consulting parties and the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation
Important historic and archaeological resources are also afforded protection by Section 4(f) of the
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.

History of the Study Area
In the late 1800s the study area was home to small residential homes, businesses, and factories to the
north and farms to the south. After the city passed its first zoning law in 1925, the area then
transitioned into more of an industrial zone with a brick factory, pickle factory, rag shop, and power
plant all moving into the study area. Beginning in the 1940s, the Denver Housing Authority began
building public housing projects in the area. Public housing is still predominant in the area today,
including Decatur Place and Sun Valley Homes. Only a few of the originally built structures remain in the
area today, including a few of the single-family homes, the power plant, and public service buildings.

Existing Historic Resources
The historic resources review was conducted and provides an overview of the designated historic
resources and the resources potentially eligible for historic designation within the APE. Table A-2
summarizes the designated historic resources.
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Table A-2.

Designated Historic Resources within the APE
Address/Resource Name and Number

Year Built

Northeastern Portion of Study Area/ Burlington Northern RR Spur Line/
5DV.6251

1900

Railroad Spur Line

2027 W. Colfax Avenue/ Denver Steel & Iron Works/ 5DV. 6964

1897

Industrial Building

Multiple Buildings
1903–1952

Electric Substation

1301 Zuni Street/ LaCombe Electric Company/ 5DV.8237
2400 W. Myrtle Place/ LaCombe Electric Company/ 5DV.8238

1949

Northeastern Portion of Study Area/ Denver Intermountain RR
Segment/ 5DV.8273.1

1891–1910

North Central Portion of Study Area/ West Colfax Storm Sewer/
5DV.10983.1

1906

Resource Type

Energy Facility
Railroad Segment
Storm Sewer System

The historic resources review identified 20 sites potentially eligible for historic designation within the
APE as shown in Table A-3.
Table A-3.

Resources Potentially Eligible for Historic Designation within the APE

Address/Site Name

Year Built

Resource Type

2729-2731 W. Holden Place

1900

Multi-Family Residence (Duplex)

1230 Decatur Street

1968

Single-Family Residence

2716 W. Holden Place

1906

Single-Family Residence

2541 W. Holden Place

1900

Single-Family Residence

2617 W. Holden Place

1969

Single-Family Residence

2635 W. Holden Place

1898

Single-Family Residence

2717 W. Holden Place

1902

Single-Family Residence

2727 W. Holden Place

1928

Single-Family Residence

1280 Decatur Street

1954

Single-Family Residence

2746 W. 13th Avenue

1957

Single-Family Residence

2708 W. 13th Avenue

1886

Single-Family Residence

2704 W. 13th Avenue

1896

Single-Family Residence

2700 W. 13th Avenue

1894

Single-Family Residence

2650 W. 13th Avenue

1894

Single-Family Residence

2646 W. 13th Avenue

1894

Single-Family Residence

2638 W. 13th Avenue

1915

Single-Family Residence

2630 W. 13th Avenue

1890

Single-Family Residence

2618-2620 W. 13th Avenue

1890

Single-Family Residence

2608 W. 13th Avenue

1905

Single-Family Residence

2516 W. 13th Avenue

1892

Single-Family Residence
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If federal funds are used, a complete historic survey will need to be conducted before construction to
determine if any of the APE’s properties are individually eligible for the NRHP, and concurrence from
SHPO on the eligibility determinations will also be needed. If a detention basin or an extended detention
basin is created, a 404 permit would be required from the United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). As a part of the 404 permitting process, a historical survey would be needed around the area of
permanent impact.
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Parks and Recreation Resources

Parks and recreation resources are important community facilities that warrant consideration early in
the planning process of projects that are potentially federally funded. These resources include parks,
trails, and open space areas that offer opportunities for recreation, including both passive and active
uses. For purposes of this study, park and recreation resources can be categorized as follows:
 Regional Park and Recreational Facility – Regional parks typically involve jurisdiction
partnerships that contribute to the development and maintenance of the regional park. These
areas serve residents throughout the Front Range and are regionally recognized. Privately and
publicly owned and managed golf courses in the corridor qualify as regional resources.
 Community Park – Community parks are typically smaller in size than regional facilities and
serve as an attraction for residents and communities within a closer area, about 3 miles, of the
facility. One entity typically manages and maintains community parks.
 Neighborhood Park – Neighborhood parks typically serve residents and community members
within a 0.5-mile radius of the park. These parks are typically accessed by non-motorized means
and are managed by one jurisdiction.
 Open Space – Open space areas include land and water parcels that remain in a predominantly
natural or undeveloped state. The intention of open space acquisition varies from growth
management to habitat protection and/or passive recreation. However, note that not all open
spaces allow public access or use. Many areas defined as open space are used as conservation
easements on agricultural lands. Smaller open space parcels are often coordinated with
neighboring open space acquisitions to create buffers or corridors. Jurisdictional authority
belongs to either the county open space department or municipal parks and recreation
departments. In certain instances, management and ownership may span multiple jurisdictions.
 Trails – Municipalities typically manage many miles of trails, including paved and non-paved
trails. Trails often extend beyond one jurisdictional boundary into an adjacent boundary making
them regional trails. It is typical for trails to follow existing linear features such as a ditch, river,
or railroad.

Existing Park and Trail Resources
The project team used GIS and a site visit to identify details and characteristics of existing parks and
recreational resources in the study area as shown in Figure A-1. This evaluation identified three park
and/or recreation resources properties adjacent to or near the study area, as discussed in the following
subsections. Figure A-1 identifies a few other park and/or recreation resources, but these resources
were determined to be outside the potential area of project impacts.
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Rude Park
Rude Park is a City of Denver park located a few blocks west of the South Platte River between West
Howard Place on the north and West Holden Place on the south, and between Decatur Street on the
east and Federal Boulevard on the west. In 1978, Denver City Ordinance 722-78 designated the
10.5-acre property as a park. The park is characterized by rolling terrain, scattered trees, and paved
paths. Lakewood Gulch cuts through the park from the center of the western border of the park toward
the northeast corner. Seven acres of the park are in the Lakewood Gulch floodplain. The primary
recreation features of the park include a lighted playing field in the southwest corner of the park and
paved paths. Parking lots are in the park’s northern portion. These lots are used for parking for events at
nearby Invesco Field at Mile High. The Rude Recreation Center, which is part of the park, is located on
the southern edge of Rude Park at 2855 West Holden Place.
South Platte River Greenway
The South Platte River Greenway is a regional multi-use trail that includes 67 miles of reclaimed land
along the South Platte River and Cherry Creek, running through Denver and neighboring counties,
connecting to another 35 miles along minor tributaries. It includes a series of 17 interconnected urban
parks along the Denver portion of the South Platte River and provides the use of adjacent areas for
wildlife habitation and recreation, while linking the Greenway to the city and to a regional open space
and bikeway system.
South Platte River Trail
The South Platte River Trail runs along the west side of the South Platte River inside the study area. The
trail is a heavily used public bike and pedestrian trail that is part of the South Platte River Greenway.
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Figure A-1.

Park and Trail Resources
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Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Evaluation
There are park properties present within the study area that are publicly-owned and are afforded
protection under Section 4(f) as defined in 23 Code of Federal Regulations 774. A Section 4(f) resource is
a property that functions or is designated as a significant publicly-owned park, recreation area, wildlife
or waterfowl refuge, or historic site. If one of these properties is impacted as part of the proposed
project, and federal funds are used, then a Section 4(f) evaluation may be required for that resource.
The following were identified as Section 4(f) resources within the study area:
 Rude Park
 South Platte River Greenway
 South Platte River Trail
In addition to Section 4(f), some properties within the study area are afforded protection under
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act. Section 6(f) of the Act assures that once an
area has been funded with Land and Water Conservation Fund assistance, it is continually maintained in
public recreation use unless the National Park Service approves substitution property. Importantly,
Section 6(f) applies to all transportation projects involving possible conversions of the property whether
federal funding is being used for the project. If one of these properties has been identified as being
afforded Section 6(f) protection or impacted as part of the proposed project, then a Section 6(f)
evaluation may be required for that resource. Mitigation for any Section 6(f) property conversion would
be land for land replacement at a minimum one to one ratio in square footage and value. The following
were identified as Section 6(f) resources within the study area:
 Rude Park
 South Platte River Greenway
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Hazardous Materials

A cursory review of properties with potential or known hazardous materials issues located within or
adjacent to the study area was completed. The methodology used to identify sites with potential or
known hazardous materials issues included a review of readily available local, state, tribal, and federal
environmental agency databases obtained from Environmental Data Resources (EDR). Table A-4
describes each database and identifies the approximate minimum search distance. The approximate
minimum search distance was performed per the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
Standard 1527-13. A map of the hazardous materials sites identified is shown on Figure A-2, which also
includes hazardous material sites outside the immediate vicinity of the study area. Additionally, a
summary of all the sites identified with potential or known hazardous materials within the immediate
vicinity of the study area is included in Table A-5.
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Table A-4.

Database Description and Approximate Minimum Search Distances
ASTM Approximate
Minimum Search
Distance (mile)

Number of
Sites
Identified

Federal National Priorities List site list (NPL)

1.00

1

Federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Information System (CERCLIS) and Federal CERCLIS no further
remedial action planned (NFRAP) site list

0.50

2

Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) corrective
action (CORRACTS) facilities list

1.00

5

Federal RCRA generators list

0.25

6

State and tribal landfill (LF) and/or solid waste disposal facility (SWF)
site lists 1

0.50

0

State and tribal leaking storage tank (LUST) site lists

0.50

21

State and tribal registered above ground storage tank (AST) and
underground storage tank (UST) site lists

0.25

15

State and tribal voluntary cleanup (VCP) sites

0.50

4

Federal, state and tribal Brownfield sites

0.50

2

Potential historical dry cleaner sites

0.25

5

Potential historical automobile/gasoline filling stations

0.25

10

Database

Note: There is a known former landfill site in study area, although it was not identified in the EDR report. The fill material at
this site is unknown and may have included municipal and industrial debris. The site is shown on Figure A-2

Table A-5.

Sites Identified with Potential or Known Hazardous Materials in the Immediate Vicinity of
the Study Area
Site Name/Address

Environmental Conditions

Denver Radium Site/ 1190 Yuma Street

NPL, CERCLIS

Linda’s Wash O-Mat/ 2746 W. 13th Avenue

Historical Dry Cleaners

Public Service Co of CO/ Zuni Tank Farm/ 2506 W. 13th Ave

VCP, RCRA

Zuni Station/ 1335 Zuni Street

AST, RCRA

United Rentals/ 1250 Zuni Street

LUST, UST, AST

Historical Dry Cleaners/ 2519 W. 12th Avenue

Historical Dry Cleaners

Historical Dry Cleaners/ 2635 W. 12th Avenue

Historical Dry Cleaners

Sun Valley TBA/ Louis Garage/ 2585 W. 11th Avenue

US Brownfields, Historical Automobile Station

Plue Dave Transmissions/ 2597 W. 11th Avenue

Historical Automobile Station

Landfill Sites

Landfill
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Figure A-2.

Known Hazardous Material Sites
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A more detailed hazardous materials assessment would be needed prior to construction, and properties
to be acquired with hazardous materials concerns will require a site-specific Phase I Environmental Site
Assessment or Initial Site Assessment as part of the right-of-way acquisition process. Conducting a more
detailed hazardous materials assessment will provide the information needed to plan for known and
potential hazardous materials and contaminated sites. During the planning and design process, this
information can be used to identify avoidance options, when possible, and to assist with the
development of specific contaminated soils/groundwater material management or mitigation measures.
Due to the contaminated nature of the project area stemming from known and unknown past and
present uses, any groundwater encountered during construction activities is expected to be
contaminated. A Groundwater Remediation Permit will be required for any dewatering activities that
occur throughout the duration of the project.
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Biological Resources

Threatened, Endangered, and Candidate Species
A preliminary assessment was conducted to identify potential habitat for threatened, endangered, and
candidate species within the study area. This assessment included collecting data from the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information, Planning, and Conservation System (IPaC) to identify any
potential species within the study area. A detailed habitat evaluation was not performed.
Federally listed threatened and endangered species are protected under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Under Section 7 of the ESA, a consultation and clearance process with the
USFWS is required if a federally listed species or its habitat will be affected by project activities.
Table A-7 lists threatened and endangered species potentially located in Denver County.
Table A-7.

Federally Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Species Potentially Found in Denver County
Common Name

Ute Ladies’-tresses*
Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse*

Scientific Name
Spiranthes diluvialis
Zapus hudsonius preblei

Status
Threatened Species
Threatened Species

Species that may be affected, but only under certain conditions
Interior Least Tern**

Sternula antillarum

Endangered Species

Pallid Sturgeon**
Piping Plover**
Whooping Crane**
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid**

Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadrius melodus
Grus Americana
Platanthera praeclara

Endangered Species
Threatened Species
Endangered Species
Threatened Species

*This project area lies within a Block Clearance Zone for these species. (USFWS, 2008, USFWS, 2010)
**Water depletions in the South Platte River may affect the species and/or critical habitat in downstream
reaches in other states.
Source: USFWS 2016

Migratory Birds
Migratory birds, including raptors, are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 USC §§
703-712). The eggs and active nests of migratory birds are also protected under the MBTA. Activities
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that may harm or harass migratory birds during the nesting and breeding season are prohibited by the
MTBA. This includes the removal of active nests, which could result in the loss of eggs or young. A
detailed habitat evaluation for migratory birds was not performed in the study area. However, suitable
migratory bird habitat may be present in the area. Field surveys would be required to identify locations
of any nests prior to construction. Similarly, a survey of bridges and large culverts would be required to
identify if swallows are currently nesting.
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Wetlands

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) defines wetlands as “those areas inundated or
saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support and under normal
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions.” Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas (33 CFR 328.3b).
Wetland resources are protected under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Executive Order
11990 Protection of Wetlands. The USACE Regulatory Program administers, and the USEPA enforces,
Section 404 of the CWA. Under Section 404, a USACE permit is required for the discharge of dredged or
fill material into waters of the US. The CWA defines waters of the US as all navigable waters and their
tributaries, all interstate waters and their tributaries, all wetlands adjacent to these waters, and all
impoundments of these waters. The definition of waters of the US under USACE jurisdiction does not
include wetlands that do not have a surface connection to, and therefore are isolated from, regulated
waters.
A wetland delineation was not conducted as part of this study. A formal wetland delineation would need
to be conducted prior to construction if federal funds are used, or if a 404 permit is required through
creation a detention basin or an extended detention basin.
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Environmental Justice

Environmental justice (EJ) refers to the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with
respect to the development, adoption, and implementation of transportation projects. EJ has its origins
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the subsequent Executive Order 12898 in 1994, which
added low-income populations to those protected by the principles of EJ. The requirements expressed in
Executive Order 12898 are intended to ensure that procedures are in place to protect low-income and
minority groups that have been traditionally underserved.
The three fundamental principles at the core of EJ, as expressed by Executive Order 12898, are:
 To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health and
environmental effects, including social and economic effects, on tribal governments, minority,
and low-income populations.
 To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the
transportation decision-making process.
 To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by minority
and low-income populations.
An understanding of the demographic character of the study area is important to provide a basis for
assessing impacts to the local community and evaluating the project with respect to EJ requirements.
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The study area contains one of the poorest neighborhoods in the state and contains a high percentage
of minority groups within the population. If federal funds are used, an EJ evaluation will need to be
performed to determine to what extent any minority or low-income communities would be affected by
the proposed project and to identify project impacts/benefits and mitigation measures. The analysis will
need to be follow the Federal Highway Administration(FHWA) policy regarding environmental justice
(FHWA Order 6640.23) (FHWA 1998) and CDOT Title VI and Environmental Justice Guidelines for
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Projects (CDOT 2005).
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Environmental Next Steps

If federal funds are used, the 13th Avenue Realignment project would be required to comply with the
NEPA process. Determined by the level of impacts resulting from the final design, the project will require
that either the Categorical Exclusion (Cat Ex) analysis process or the Environmental Assessment
(EA)/Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) analysis process be followed.
The project can qualify as a NEPA Cat Ex if project activities “do not induce significant impacts to
planned growth or land use for the area, do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people;
do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other resources; do not
involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns;
and do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant impacts.” (Criteria from
the CDOT NEPA Manual based on 23 CFR § 771.118(a)). Proceeding with the project as a Cat Ex will
require that Form 128 be completed and documented properly to ensure that the project complies with
not only NEPA but also CDOT policies, CDOT Environmental Ethics, and the many environmental
regulations that may be required for the project.
If the significance of the project’s impacts is uncertain, or if the project does not fit in the Cat Ex
categories and is not expected to require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS),
an EA must be prepared to meet NEPA requirements. The EA should concentrate on environmental
resources with impacts that may be significant or that could be a discerning factor in alternative
selection. An EA details the process through which a transportation project is developed, including
consideration of alternatives and analysis of the potential impacts, as well as providing an avenue for
public involvement. It documents compliance with other applicable environmental laws, regulations,
and executive orders. CDOT has a recommended standard EA format to ensure consistency across CDOT
regions. Extensive formatting and content information can be found in the CDOT NEPA Manual,
Chapter 6 – Environmental Assessment (EA). If the EA process is completed determining the action will
not have significant environmental impacts and the project has a fiscally constrained plan, FHWA will
prepare a separate written FONSI, which should contain a selection of an alternative for construction, a
summary of all environmental impacts associated with the project including a statement of findings on
all relevant impact categories, and a summary of mitigation of impacts.
The required NEPA process will be determined as project designs become more finalized and
environmental resources are more thoroughly investigated for potential impacts. If federal funds are not
used, following the NEPA process would not be required.
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Appendix B.
June 2014 Public Meeting Questions and Answers

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study
Public Open House
June 4, 2014, Fairview Elementary School
Ryan Billings reviewed previous efforts with the Decatur‐Federal Station Area Plan
and the General Development Plan. The realignment of W. 13th Avenue was
identified as one of several transformative projects for the area. The W. 13th Avenue
Feasibility Study began in April, 2014 to determine, “Is this realignment possible?”
Key to the feasibility discussion is whether Xcel Energy operations near the study
site will be decommissioned. After discussions with many key stakeholders it was
determined that the study and the public process should be paused until the PUC
process is concluded.
Question: Will this public engagement process continue once the project is no longer
on pause?
Answer by Ryan: Yes, once the project begins again, the public process will start
again as well, and all public input that was given in this first phase will be
incorporated.
Kirk Scheitler, Xcel Energy, explained the background and history of Xcel’s
application process to decommission operations along W. 13th Avenue. A prior
application to the PUC in October, 2013 resulted in the PUC asking for more
information from Xcel. The new application by Xcel will be submitted to the PUC by
December 2014. The PUC has up to 240 days to make a decision.
Question by Jeanne Granville: Is this an “all or nothing” situation with regards to the
decommissioning of the Xcel land?
Answer by Kirk: No, this is not an all or nothing situation. Other transformative
projects can continue their planning or design processes. There are a few different
Xcel operations on the property, such as electricity and steam. And, for example,
there is also the opportunity to grant an easement on the property, so the PUC
decision may not result in an “all or nothing” situation.
Chris Parr, Denver Housing Authority (DHA) discussed the list of transformative
projects, noting in particular Riverfront Park, 10th Avenue connectivity, and
developing high‐quality housing. DHA has already gone to the Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Agency to begin the process of planning for housing
development in Sun Valley. An RFP is out for prospective partners in development.
DHA intends to begin their community process sometime in July or August this year
and will create a community advisory committee to ensure strong local involvement
in the process. DHA wants to coordinate with other landowners in the area to
ensure a good mix of housing is developed and that there is a “sewing together” of
Sun Valley.

Question: What kind of housing will be developed?
Answer by Chris: There will be a plan for working with the residents living in the
300 units of Sun Valley Homes. There are opportunities to receive low‐income
housing tax credits to add workforce housing to the mix. Reintroducing the street
grid in the neighborhood will attract businesses and market‐rate housing as well.
Chris estimated that ultimately, 1‐2,000 new units of housing could be added.
Question: Is the Sun Valley situation similar to what occurred in La Alma?
Answer: This is similar but not exactly the same since with the other development,
DHA had 17 acres in one place, which gave them more flexibility for transitioning
residents. This project in Sun Valley may require a bit more “shifting.”
Question: What did you mean when you used the term, “sewing together” Sun
Valley?
Answer: Chris clarified that he was not referring to the “social aspect” of the
neighborhood but rather reflecting past comments from previous public processes
in which residents described how boundaries such Federal, the river, Colfax and 6th
Avenue can create a disconnect with neighboring areas. Re‐introducing the grid to
the neighborhood and encouraging more residential and business activity can help
change this dynamic.
Question: Is there any conversation with the railroad to deal with the challenges
that it brings to connectivity and safety?
Answer: The railroads are a challenge. Some visioning has taken place in other
planning processes and there are ideas to address smoother pedestrian crossing but
more can be done. Councilwoman Montero added that it is her goal to help Sun
Valley be more connected to La Alma/Lincoln Park and that she has talked with
Metro regarding a bike station, to have bikes lanes that connect the two areas and to
have a walking trail near the ball field.
Question: Does the pause with W. 13th Avenue hold up other projects such as
Riverfront Park?
Answer: Ryan pointed out that Parks & Recreation is “further down the road” with
the planning for Riverfront Park and that W. 13th Ave is only in the feasibility stage.
The Xcel tanks will have some impact but should not cause great delay.
Question: Are pedestrian issues being strongly considered for all planning in this
area? We have problems in particular with people trying to walk near the industrial
businesses.
Answer: Yes, all modes are being looked at carefully—pedestrian, bike, vehicle
included. In addition, renovations to property may trigger compliance requirements
to add sidewalks, curbs and gutters.
Question: Is there any support for programs that have been used in other
communities such as tax freezes to address gentrification?

Answer: Councilwoman Montero said that gentrification is a double‐edge sword.
Government programs cannot force people to respect each other. She feels that a
“great equalizer “ is DHA, which ensures mixed income communities and
collaboration in development.
Councilwoman Montero reiterated her support for Sun Valley and her ongoing goals
for healthy, walkable, sustainable communities. She mentioned $33 million of
investment in the area and encouraged Sun Valley and La Alma to work together.
Ryan ended the formal portion of the meeting by directing people to the various
stations around the room and to answer a questionnaire about community values.
###

Appendix C.
April 2016 Public Meeting
Materials and Summary

Public Workshop
Overview
A public workshop for the 13th Avenue
Realignment Study was held on Thursday, April
28, 2016, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Sun
Valley Kitchen.
The meeting reintroduced the Realignment
Study to the community. The study held its first
meetings in 2014 and was on pause in 2015 and
early 2016, pending the Public Utilities
Commission’s (PUC) final ruling on Xcel’s docket
concerning operation of the Zuni Plant.
The meeting was an open house format with a
brief presentation at 6 p.m. by Karen Good, City
and County of Denver Project Manager, and Chris Parr, Denver Housing Authority. The primary purposes
of the meeting were to:
•
•
•
•

Reintroduce the community to the study
Provide information on the current and future conditions
Solicit input from the community on transportation values and priorities
Participate in a ‘Design Your Roadway’ game to discuss the tradeoffs and challenges in
developing possible roadway alternatives

Twenty-five people signed-in at the public meeting (the sign-in sheets are included in Attachment A).
Many of the attendees were actively engaged and stayed for the entire meeting to review all the boards
and participate in the various input opportunities.
The meeting space was divided into the following areas (the boards are included in Attachment B):
•

•

Background Information
o Project Area
o 13th Avenue: A Transformative Project
o Project Schedule and Goals
o Previous and On-Going Projects in Sun Valley
Existing Conditions
o Average Daily Traffic

•
•

o Railroad Crossings
o Level of Service
o Bike Routes
o Transit Routes
o Existing Cross Sections
Community Values
Design Your Roadway!

Advertisement and Outreach
Outreach for the April 28 open house included the
following activities:
•

•

•
•

•
•

Updated the contact list for the study area;
individual emails about 4 weeks in advance to
more than 25 RNO leaders, local nonprofit
leaders, key property owners and community
activists to invite them to the meeting.
Contacted Sun Valley Registered Neighborhood
Organization (RNO) leaders Jeanne Granville and
Glenn Harper; printed flyers for them to include in
their monthly door-to-door flyering for their RNO meeting.
Worked with Fairview Elementary School arranged flyers to be sent home in 350 student
backpacks two weeks prior to the meeting.
Flyers posted in key areas such as laundromat and Rude Recreation Center, hand delivered
flyers to Mercy Housing, daycare, youth center, and other nonprofits in the area; spoke with and
handed out flyers to businesses directly east of Platte River on W. 13th Ave.
Directly mailed the flyer to property owners in the study area.
Follow-up reminder email to contact list of 25 on the day of the open house.

The public meeting flyer (included as Attachment C) was also posted on the City and County of Denver’s
website. The flyer included information in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, and Somali.
Presentation
A brief presentation took place at 6 p.m. Karen Good from the City and County of Denver and Chris Parr
from the Denver Housing Authority let workshop attendees know that the feasibility study is re-starting.
They let the attendees know that the intersection of 13th Avenue and Decatur now meets warrants and
will be converted to a three-way stop soon. They gave a brief presentation about the goals of the study,
next steps, etc., and then opened up the discussion for questions:
•

•

Question: Why are we still moving ahead even though the PUC decommissioning is not official?
o Answer: The City and County of Denver received permission from the PUC, since the
decommissioning process is far enough along.
Question: What is the ultimate plan? What does it look it?

o

Answer: There is no preconceived plan; we will be developing and evaluating
alternatives through this process.

What we Heard
Public meeting participants were able to provide input at the Community Values board and the Design
Your Roadway Game as well by completing comment sheets and through verbal input to the project
team. A summary of what we heard through is provided in the following sections.
Community Values
Public meeting participants were asked to
rate the following as either very
unimportant, unimportant, neutral,
important, or very important:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Improve access to public transit
Provide better walking connections
Provide better biking connections
Keep on-street parking on W. 13th
Avenue and W. Holden Place
Have safe streets with slow speeds
Have safe streets with separate
spaces for different users (walk,
bike, car)
Make improvements that attract
residents and businesses
Limit land impacts to businesses
and homes
Keep the existing character
Other

Every respondent rated, ‘have safe streets with slow speeds’ as very important. Every respondent rated,
‘limit land impacts to businesses and homes’ as either important or very important. The write-in values
says, “Green space: gardens, parks, and landscaping”; six respondents agreed that this is very important.
The other categories received mixed responses, as summarized below:

Keep the existing character
Limit land impacts to businesses and homes
Make improvements that attract residents and businesses
Have safe streets with separate spaces for different users…
Have safe streets with slow speeds
Keep on-street parking on W. 13th Avenue and W. Holden…
Provide better biking connections
Provide better walking connections
Improve access to public transit
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Very Unimportant

Unimportant

Neutral

Important

Very Important

Design Your Roadway Game
Two large aerial maps of West Holden Place were out on tables and participants were asked to build a
roadway within the existing right-of-way on the base maps. The game provided an opportunity for
community members to express what they feel is most important to be on 13th Avenue, collaborate with
each other on ideas, and to discuss the trade-offs of including various elements in the cross-sections.
The following are the results of this exercise:
Roadway 1
62 feet wide
8’ sidewalk
8’ on-street parking
11’ travel lane with
sharrow
11’ travel lane with
sharrow
8’ on-street parking
16’ sidewalk with
amenities

Roadway 2
54 feet wide
8’ sidewalk
8’ on-street parking
11’ travel lane with
sharrow
11’ travel lane with
sharrow
8’ on-street parking
8’ sidewalk

Roadway 3
54 feet wide
8’ tree lawn
8’ sidewalk
11’ travel lane with sharrow
11’ travel lane with sharrow
8’ on-street parking
8’ sidewalk

Roadway 4
60 feet wide
16’ sidewalk with amenities
6’ bike lane*
11’ travel lane
11’ travel lane
8’ on-street parking
8’ sidewalk
*Incomplete and would
need a second 6’ bike lane on the other side of the road, or as a two-way cycletrack

Roadway 5
62 feet wide
8’ sidewalk
8’ on-street parking
11’ travel lane with
sharrow
8’ tree lawn (median)
11’ travel lane with
sharrow
8’ on-street parking
8’ sidewalk

Roadway 6
66 feet wide
16’ sidewalk with
amenities
6’ bike lane
11’ travel lane
11’ travel lane
6’ bike lane
8’ on-street parking
8’ sidewalk

Other Comments
The following additional comments were provided by participants:
Bicycle, Pedestrian
o
o
o
o
o

Bike traffic is a serious problem and bikes should not be on 13th Avenue
Important to have a bike/ped connection from the neighborhood to the Platte River Trail
Wide sidewalk on one side of the street for patios (in the sun)
Put bikes on ‘old 13th Avenue’ instead of on the realigned 13th Avenue
Maintaining 5’ wide sidewalk is okay; they do not have to be too wide

Parking
o
o
o

Residents need parking as business employees take up many spots (on Holden)
Consider bulb-out landscaping intermittently in place of parking
It would be a big issue for local businesses that face Holden Place if they lost the width of their
front driveway and any of the parking spaces

Vehicular
o

Keep the travel lanes narrow so that the speeds remain slow

Land Use
o
o
o
o
o

Do not impact properties!
Do not want any realignment or change to street if it means losing private property
The neighborhood needs more shade and trees
What about incorporating public parking into the new development on the south side of Holden
Place?
Do not take all of the needed property from one side; balance the impacts

Public Workshop
Attachment A. Sign-in Sheet

Public Workshop
Attachment B. Meeting Boards

Welcome!
Realignment
Study
th
W 13
Public Meeting
We are pleased you are here to learn more about the study,
and we are eager to hear your ideas.

How to get the most out of this meeting:
· Spend as little or as much time with our staff this evening as you like
· Listen to the brief presentation at 6:00PM
· Review each display and talk with our staff to learn more and share
your ideas
· Participate in the interactive activities to help us understand your
priorities
· Complete a comment sheet and place it in the drop box

Study

W 13TH AVENUE

W HOLDEN PLACE

11TH AVENUE

N ZUNI STREET

PROJECT AREA

N DECATUR STREET

N FEDERAL BOULEVARD

W 13th Realignment

13th Avenue: A Transformative Project
The realignment of 13th Avenue was identified in the Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan as a
transformative project to improve connectivity in Sun Valley.

overview
13th Avenue will be a major east-west connection linking
Sun Valley to Downtown Denver across the South Platte
River.
The realignment will provide greater access and
connectivity to a number of key assets, including Auraria
Campus, Metro State Recreation Fields, Rude
Recreational Center, and the La Alma/Lincoln Park
neighborhood.
As a major connection across downtown, 13th Avenue will
include a robust multi-modal facility for pedestrians and
bikers, as well as higher density development and
connection to a new riverfront park.

recommendations
• Realign 13th Avenue west of river to connect Federal
Boulevard directly to downtown
• Enhance bike and pedestrian connections along 13th Avenue
• Celebrate the South Platte River Crossing by creating a
gateway
• Encourage active uses along the street and higher density
mixed use to spur reinvestment
• Connect 13th Avenue to new riverfront drive, park and trails
• Evaluate impacts of realignment on BNSF freight line
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IN SUN VALLEY, HOW IMPORTANT
DO YOU FEEL IT IS TO: VERY UNIMPORTANT

Improve access
to public transit
Provide better
walking connections
Provide better
biking connections
Keep on-street parking
on W. 13th Ave. and
W. Holden Pl.
Have safe
streets with
slow speeds
Have safe streets
with separate spaces
for different users
(walk, bike, car)
Make improvements
that attract residents
and businesses
Limit land impacts
to businesses
and homes
Keep the
existing character
Other:
Please add other values

COMMUNITY VALUES
UNIMPORTANT

NEUTRAL

IMPORTANT

VERY IMPORTANT
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www.denvergov.org/w13thave

OPEN HOUSE
The Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan identifies W. 13th Avenue as a transformative project to better connect Sun
Valley, the Decatur-Federal Station, adjacent neighborhoods and downtown. The Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan
recommends a design for W. 13th Ave that accommodates bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists in a balanced
transportation solution, including separated sidewalks, a tree lawn, on-street parking and enhanced bike facilities.

We are studying the technical feasibility of W. 13th Avenue
realignment alternatives and we want your input!
Please join us at the:
Auraria Campus

Downtown

Colfax Ave.

Decatur - Federal

Rude
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R Center
Re
Ce
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Rud
P
Rude
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ude Park
Pa
Par
ark
rk
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Proposed Metro State
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Mile High
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W. 13th Avenue
Realignment Study
Public Open House

13th Ave

Sanchez
Sanchez (Paco)
(Paco) Park
Park

Thursday, April 28, 2016
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
5:30-7:00 PM

Westside Health Clinic

1260 Decatur St.

Sun Valley

Lincoln Park

La Alma / Lincoln Park

Agenda
5:30-7:00 PM - Open House with interactive stations for you to provide input related to:
• Existing conditions
• Community values
• What's most important to you
6:00 PM - Brief presentation on the study
Snacks will be provided
A sign language interpreter, open captioning via Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART), or an assistive listening device
for sound amplification provided upon request with a three (3) business day notice, contact SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Interpretation in Spanish, Somali, and Vietnamese will be provided.
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www.denvergov.org/w13thave

El Plan de la Zona de la Estación Federal de Decatur identifica la Avenida 13 Oeste como un proyecto transformador para conectar mejor a Sun
Valley, la estación Federal de Decatur, los barrios a un lado y el centro. El Plan de la Zona de la Estación Federal de Decatur recomienda un
diseño de la Avenida 13 Oeste que dé cabida a los ciclistas, peatones y automovilistas en una solución de transporte equilibrado que incluya
banquetas separadas, un área de árboles sobre pasto, estacionamiento en la calle e instalaciones para bicicletas mejoradas.

Agenda
5:30-7:00pm: Casa Abierta con estaciones interactivas para que
usted exprese sus opiniones con relación a:
• Condiciones existentes
•Valores de la comunidad
• Qué es lo más importante para usted
6:00pm: Breve presentación sobre el estudio
Se ofrecerán refrigerios.
Se proporcionarán servicios de interpretación en español.

Únase a nosotros en la: Avenida 13 Oeste
Casa abierta pública para el
Estudio de Reestructuración
Jueves, 28 de abril de 2016
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
5:30-7:00pm

Decatur-Federal Qorshaha Aaga Istaanka W. 13th Avenue mashruuc beddel samayn kara in si wanaagsan loogu xidho Sun Valley, the
Decatur-Federal Station, xaafadaha ku dhegan iyo suuqa hoose. Decatur-Federal Station Aaga Qorshaha waxay ku talisaa nashaqada ee W. 13th
Ave taas oo qaada kuwa wata baaskiilka, dadka lugaynaya iyo darawalada, xalka gaadiid raaca dheeliga tiran, oo ay ku jirto jid lugeedka kala
goonida ah, dooga ku ag yaal geedka, gaadhi dhigashada wadadda iyo adeegyada baaskiilka la horumariyay.

Ajandaha
5:30-7:00 Fiidnimo - Guriga Furan leh istaano wada shaqaynaya
si ay u bixiyaan fikir la xiidhiidha:
• Xaaladaha jira
• Qiyamka bulshadda
• Maxaa adiga aad kuugu muhuumsan
6:00Fiidnimo - Soo bandhigid kooban oo daraasada
ah Cuntadda fudud waa la bixin doonaa
Cunto fudud ayaa lagu bixinayaa
Turjubaanka ee Somali la siin doonaa.

Fadlan nagu soo biir:
W. 13th Avenue Daraasada Dib u habaynta dad
waynaha Guriga furan
Khamiista, Abriil 28, 2016
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
5:30- 7:00 Fiidnimo

Quy Hoạch Khu Vực Trạm Xe Liên Bang Decatur xác định W. 13th Avenue là một dự án chuyển đổi nhằm kết nối tốt hơn Sun Valley, Trạm Liên
Bang Decatur, các khu phố lân cận và trung tâm thành phố. Quy Hoạch Khu Vực Trạm Xe Liên Bang Decatur đã đề xuất một thiết kế cho
W. 13th Ave nhằm tạo điều kiện thuận lợi cho người đi xe đạp, người đi bộ và lái xe mô-tô theo một giải pháp giao thông cân đối hài hòa, bao
gồm các lề đường riêng biệt, bãi cỏ trồng cây, chỗ đậu xe trên đường và các tiện ích tăng cường cho xe đạp.

Chương Trình Làm Việc
5:30-7:00 tối - Sự Kiện Mở có các quầy trao đổi thông tin
dành cho quý vị nhằm đưa ra ý kiến đóng góp liên quan đến:
• Các điều kiện hiện tại
• Các giá trị của cộng đồng
• Những gì quan trọng nhất đối với quý vị
6:00 tối - Trình bày tóm tắt về nghiên cứu
Sẽ có đồ ăn nhẹ
Thông dịch Tiếng Việt sẽ được cung cấp.

Vui lòng tham gia cùng chúng tôi tại:
W. 13th Avenue Sự Kiện Mở Cộng Đồng về
Nghiên Cứu Bố Trí Lại Tuyến Đường
Thứ Năm, ngày 28 tháng 4 năm 2016
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
5:30-7:00 tối

FELSBURG
H O LT &
ULLE VI G

Appendix D.
June 2016 Stakeholder Workshop
Materials and Summary

Stakeholder Workshop Summary
Overview
A stakeholder workshop for the 13th Avenue Realignment Study was held on Tuesday, June 28, 2016,
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Sun Valley Kitchen.
There were two main components to the meeting: a presentation and a survey. The primary purposes of
the meeting were to:
•
•
•

Report back to the community what the project team learned about transportation values and
priorities from the first public meeting in April 2016.
Explain how the transportation values and priorities were used to develop alternatives and the
evaluation process.
Solicit input from stakeholders on the preliminary alternatives.

Twenty-nine people signed-in and several additional stakeholders attended without signing in (the signin sheets are included in Attachment A). The majority of the stakeholders were actively engaged and
stayed for the entire meeting to complete the survey, provide in-depth responses, and speak with other
community members as well as the project team members.
Existing Conditions Information
Existing condition information was provided so that attendees who were new to the project could
review the project’s baseline information prior to the presentation. These boards included:
o
o
o
o
o

13th Avenue: A Transformative Project
Existing Cross Sections
Project Objectives
Alternatives Development and Evaluation Process
Tier 1 Evaluation Considerations

Packets of the first Public Meeting materials, which was held on April 28, 2016, were also available for
review. These boards are included as Attachment B.
Advertisement and Outreach
The stakeholder workshop flyer (included as
Attachment C) was used to advertise the stakeholder
workshop. The flyer included information in English,
Spanish, Vietnamese, and Somali.
The flyer was distributed the following ways:
•

Posted on the City and County of Denver’s
website.
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•
•
•
•
•

Sent directly to Registered Neighborhood Organization (RNO) leaders, local nonprofit leaders,
key property owners and community activists.
Distributed at the Sun Valley RNO meeting in early June by Glenn Harper.
Posted in key areas such as the Sun Valley Kitchen and delivered to Decatur Place, daycare,
youth center, and other nonprofits in the area.
Directly mailed to property owners in the study area.
Follow-up reminder email to contact list.

Presentation
Karen Good, from the City and County of Denver, and Jenny Young, from Felsburg Holt and Ullevig, gave
a presentation. The presentation covered the
project timeline, the project objectives, the
evaluation process, the Tier 1 design elements, the
preliminary results of the Tier 1 evaluation, and
the packaged design alternatives. The
presentation went into detail on each of the
packaged design alternatives including: The Grid
Network Completion Alternative, Green
Infrastructure Alternative, and the Multimodal
Enhancements Alternative. The presentation slides
are available as Attachment D. The presentation
guided stakeholders through a series of questions
related to each alternative.
Survey Results
Meeting attendees were encouraged to
complete the survey and project team
members were available to answer
questions. A copy of the survey is
included as Attachment E. Survey results
and verbatim answers are included as
Attachment F.
The highest ranked project objectives
include: 1. Provide safe and convenient
routes/facilities for all modes and 2.
Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and
surrounding neighborhoods. The highest
ranked design element was the speed
2

limit and the second highest rated design element was the intersection at Holden Place and Decatur
Street.

Design Elements

Ranked 1: Speed
Ranked 4: The Ranked 5: Inclusion
Ranked 3:
Ranked 2: The Ranked 6: Parking
limit
roadway alignment
of green
Accommodation of intersection at
infrastructure
bicyclists,
Holden Place and
(trees, planters) pedestrians, and
Decatur
transit riders

Grid Completion Alternative
The majority of respondents like the notion of connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive as a part of
the Grid Completion Alternative. However, the element of most concern in the Grid Completion
Alternative was the roundabout at Holden Place and Decatur Street. Many survey participants expressed
their concern of The Sun Valley Kitchen property being impacted. This may be why the majority of
respondents indicated lukewarm support (‘maybe’) for the advancement of the Grid Completion
Alternative towards the preferred alternative.
Green Infrastructure Alternative
The Green Infrastructure Alternative is the most supported packaged alternative; 11 of 21 respondents
said yes, and another 6 indicated that they would maybe support the Green Infrastructure Alternative
towards the preferred alternative. The majority of respondents support the overall alignment, the bike
route on 13th Avenue, and the tree lawn on Holden Place. Again, the main concern is the alignment of
Holden Place at Decatur Street.

3

Multimodal Enhancements Alternative
The Multimodal Enhancements Alternative received the least amount of support. Respondents were
concerned about the protected bike lane on Holden Place as well as the alignment of the Holden Place
and Decatur Street intersection. Nine respondents said they could not support this alternative. Again,
this may be due to the eastern alignment of Holden Place and the impact to The Sun Valley Kitchen
property.
The highest ranked
alternative was the Green
Infrastructure Alternative
followed by the Grid
Completion Alternative.
When imaging the future of
Sun Valley, respondents were
most excited about more
neighborhood services and
new parks and open space.
Next Steps
Workshop attendees were encouraged to spread the word about the online survey to other residents
and those involved in the neighborhood. The survey was available online for the month of July.
The next Stakeholder Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13th, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Online Survey
An online survey was available for the month of July and asked similar questions as the survey at the
stakeholder workshop. The online survey was available in English and in Spanish. Twenty-three
responses were received, 22 in English and 1 in Spanish. The online survey results are attached in
Attachment G.
Some notable results from the survey include:
o
o

The highest ranked project objectives include: 1. Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and
surrounding neighborhoods and 2. Provide safe and convenient routes/facilities for all modes.
The highest ranked design element was the accommodation of bicyclists and pedestrians and
the second highest rated design element was the inclusion of green infrastructure.
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o
o
o
o

The roundabout was the highest rated intersection option following by the western alignment
and then the eastern alignment.
The bike route on 13th Avenue was much preferred to the bike route on Holden Place.
The Multimodal Enhancements Alternative was the highest ranked alternative followed by the
Green Infrastructure Alternative and then the Grid Completion Alternative.
Respondents of the survey are most excited about better multimodal connections.

Grid Completion Alternative
The majority of online survey respondents like the notion of bike lanes on 13th Avenue as a part of the
Grid Completion Alternative. The element with the least amount of support was parking on Holden
Place. One comment received said, “Seems to take most advantage of Xcel decommissioning and
disrupts current conditions the least”. The majority of respondents indicated lukewarm support
(‘maybe’) for the advancement of the Grid Completion Alternative towards the preferred alternative.
Green Infrastructure Alternative
Every online survey respondent like the notion of bike lanes on 13th Avenue as a part of the Green
Infrastructure Alternative. The most supported elements of the Green Infrastructure Alternative include
the bike route on 13th Avenue, the overall alignment, and bioswales on 13th Avenue. The elements
least supported are the alignment of Holden Place at Decatur Street and the parking on Holden Place.
The Green Infrastructure Alternative is the most supported packaged alternative; 7 of 13 respondents
who answered this question said yes, and another 3 indicated that they would maybe support the Green
Infrastructure Alternative towards the preferred alternative.
Multimodal Enhancements Alternative
The majority of online survey respondents like the notion of protected bike lanes on Holden Place as a
part of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative. The Multimodal Enhancements Alternative was more
supported through the online survey than at the stakeholder workshop; 5 of the 12 respondents
answered yes to supporting the advancements of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative towards
the preferred alternative, and another 4 said maybe.
Additional Feedback
In addition to the Stakeholder Workshop and the online survey, the project team received a letter from
The Sun Valley Community Coalition with feedback and a proposed alternative. The Coalition
communicated that their top priorities for the project are 1. To ensure safety for all, with special
attention to children and pedestrians, and 2. To protect the property of our neighbors and the assets of
our community. The letter and proposed alternative are attached as Attachment H.
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Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment A. Sign-in Sheet

Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment B. Boards

Welcome!
Realignment
Study
th
W 13
Stakeholder
Workshop
We are pleased you are here to learn more about the study,
and we are eager to hear your ideas.

How to get the most out of this workshop:
· Review each display and talk with the project team to learn more and
share your ideas
· Listen to the brief presentation at 5:15PM
· Participate in the interactive polling to help us understand your priorities
· Complete a comment sheet and place it in the drop box
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13th Avenue: A Transformative Project
The realignment of 13th Avenue was identified in the Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan as a
transformative project to improve connectivity in Sun Valley.

overview
13th Avenue will be a major east-west connection linking
Sun Valley to Downtown Denver across the South Platte
River.
The realignment will provide greater access and
connectivity to a number of key assets, including Auraria
Campus, Metro State Recreation Fields, Rude
Recreational Center, and the La Alma/Lincoln Park
neighborhood.
As a major connection across downtown, 13th Avenue will
include a robust multi-modal facility for pedestrians and
bikers, as well as higher density development and
connection to a new riverfront park.

recommendations
• Realign 13th Avenue west of river to connect Federal
Boulevard directly to downtown
• Enhance bike and pedestrian connections along 13th Avenue
• Celebrate the South Platte River Crossing by creating a
gateway
• Encourage active uses along the street and higher density
mixed use to spur reinvestment
• Connect 13th Avenue to new riverfront drive, park and trails
• Evaluate impacts of realignment on BNSF freight line
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W 13th Realignment

Study

EXISTING CROSS SECTIONS
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W 13th Realignment

Study

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods
Provide safe and convenient routes/facilities for all modes
Extend a gridded street network to support community vitality
Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden Place as green connections to
parks and trails
Create a street network that supports economic development
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W 13th Realignment

Study

ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPMENT
AND EVALUATION PROCESS

Overall Alignment Options
A)

B)

C)

D)

E)

PLUS
Key Design Elements

Cross Sections

Holden/Decatur
Intersection

Bike Network

Tier 1 Evaluation and Compatibility Assessment
Evaluation Criteria

• Community Values
• Technical Feasibilty

Packaged Alternatives

Tier 2 Evaluation
Evaluation Criteria

• Community Values
• Technical Feasibilty

✔

PREFERRED
ALTERNATIVE
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W 13th Realignment

Study

TIER 1 EVALUATION

TIER 1 EVALUATION CONSIDERS:
Pedestrian connectivity,
comfort and safety
Bicycle comfort and safety
Access to trails and green space
Connectivity
Complete Street vision

Parking
Property impacts
Economic redevelopment
Community character
Green infrastructure
Consistency with other plans

Safety for all modes
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W 13th Realignment

Study

13th Avenue, 62'
(Looking east)

View of Holden Place

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
ALTERNATIVE
Holden Place, 64'
(Looking east)

Street Network
13th Avenue

Holden Place

Riverfront Drive

W 13th Realignment

Study

GRID COMPLETION ALTERNATIVE

13th Avenue, 58'
(Looking east)

View of Holden Place

Holden Place, 46',
(Looking east)

Street Network
13th Avenue

Holden Place

Riverfront Drive

W 13th Realignment

Study

13th Avenue, 60'
(Looking east)

View of Holden Place

MULTIMODAL ENHANCEMENTS
ALTERNATIVE
Holden Place, 66'
(Looking east)

Street Network
13th Avenue

Holden Place

Riverfront Drive

Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment C. Flyer

W 13th Realignment

Study

www.denvergov.org/w13thave

STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP
The Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan identifies W. 13th Avenue as a transformative project to better connect Sun
Valley, the Decatur-Federal Station, adjacent neighborhoods and downtown. The project team has been studying the
technical feasibility of W. 13th Avenue realignment alternatives.

Please come to review and discuss the alternatives with us!
Tuesday, June 28, 2016
5:00-6:30 PM
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
Snacks will be provided.

A sign language interpreter, open captioning via Communication
Access Realtime Translation (CART), or an assistive listening device
for sound amplification provided upon request with a three (3)
business day notice, contact SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Interpretation services provided upon request with a three (3)
business day notice, contact Karen Good at 720.865.3162 or
karen.good@denvergov.org.

If you are unable to attend, please visit the project website (www.denvergov.org/w13thave) anytime in July to view the
draft alternatives and take a brief survey.
FELSBURG
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Taller de partidos interesados
El Plan de la zona de la estación Federal de
Decatur identifica la Avenida 13 Oeste como un
proyecto transformador para conectar mejor a
Sun Valley, la estación Federal de Decatur, los
barrios adyacentes y el centro. El equipo del
proyecto ha estado estudiando la viabilidad
técnica de las alternativas para realinear la
Avenida 13 Oeste.
Por favor venga a revisar y platicar sobre las
alternativas con nosotros

Martes, 28 de junio 2016
5:00-6:30 PM
SunValley Kitchen "Mr Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
Se ofrecerán refrigerios.
Un intérprete de lenguaje de signos, subtítulos
abiertos a través del sistema de Traducción en
Tiempo Real para el Acceso a la Comunicación o
un dispositivo auxiliar de escucha para la
amplificación del sonido proporcionado a pedido
con una anticipación de tres (3) días hábiles,
contacto SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Servicios de interpretación serán provistos con un
pedido de tres días de anticipo. Comuníquese con
Karen Good al 720.865.1362 o
Karen.good@denvergov.org
Si no puede asistir, por favor visite el sitio web del
proyecto (www.denvergov.org/w13thave) en
cualquier momento en julio para ver los proyectos
de las alternativas y tomar una breve encuesta

HỘI THẢO CÁC BÊN LIÊN QUAN

SIMINAARKA CIDDA AY KHUSAYSO

Quy Hoạch Khu Vực Trạm Xe Liên Bang Decatur
xác định W. 13th Avenue là một dự án chuyển
đổi nhằm kết nối tốt hơn Sun Valley, Trạm Xe Liên
Bang Decatur, các khu phố lân cận và trung tâm
thành phố. Đội ngũ thực hiện dự án đã nghiên cứu
tính khả thi về mặt kỹ thuật của các phương án
nắn tuyến thay thế cho W. 13th Avenue.

Qorshaha Aagga Istayshinka Faderaalka ee
Decatur ayaa wuxuu u aqoonsaday Jidka W. 13th
inuu yahay marinka si wanaagsan ugu xiraya Sunh
Valley, Istayshinka Faderaalka ee Decatur, wuxuu
daris layahay xaafado iyo suuqa hoose. Kooxda
mashruucu waxay daraasad ku samaynayeen
muuqaalka farsamo ee jidka ee xulashooyinka dib
u habaynta Wadada W. 13th Avenue.

Vui lòng tham dự để xem xét và thảo luận về
phương án thay thế này cùng chúng tôi!

Thứ Ba, ngày 28 tháng 6 năm 2016
5 giờ chiều - 6 giờ 30 tối
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO
Quý vị sẽ được phục vụ các món ăn nhẹ.

Fadlan u U kaalay si aad dib u eegis iyo dood
noogala yeelato xulashooyinka!

Talaado, Juun 28, 2016
5:00-6:3 0galabnimo
Sun Valley Kitchen "Mr. Glenn's Store"
1260 Decatur Street, Denver, CO

Chúng tôi sẽ cung cấp một thông dịch viên ngôn
ngữ ký hiệu, có phụ đề mở thông qua hệ thống
dịch thuật tốc ký Communication Access Realtime
Translation (CART), hoặc một thiết bị hỗ trợ nghe
để khuếch đại âm thanh khi có yêu cầu bằng một
thông báo trước ba (3) ngày làm việc, xin liên hệ
SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.

Waxaa la bixin doonaa cuntooyin fudud.

Các dịch vụ thông dịch được cung cấp theo yêu
cầu bằng một thông báo trước ba (3) ngày làm
việc, xin liên hệ với Karen Good theo số
720.865.3162 hoặc karen.good@denvergov.org.

Adeegyada turjumaanka waxaa lagu bixiyaa
codsi iyadoo la isa siinayo ogaysiis sadex (3)
maalmood ah, kala xiriir Karen Good
720.865.3162 ama karen.good@denvergov.org.

Nếu quý vị không thể tham dự, vui lòng truy cập
trang web của dự án
(www.denvergov.org/w13thave) bất cứ lúc nào
trong tháng 7 để xem dự thảo các phương án thay
thế và thực hiện một cuộc khảo sát ngắn.

Haddii aad awood u yeeln kari waydo in aad
timaad (www.denvergov.org/w13thave) wakhti
kasta oo Julaay ka mid ah si aad dib u eegis ugu
samayso xulashooyinka lasoo qoray oo aad u xog
qaadis kooban.

Turjumaadda dhagoolada, muuqaallo baroojaktar
oo loo marayo Realtime Translation (CART), ama
qalabka caawiya maqalka ayaa waxaa lagu
bixinayaa codsi la isku ogaysiinayo saddex (3)
maalmaha shaqada ah, la xiriir
SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.

Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment D. Presentation

STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP #1
JUNE 28, 2016

Project Timeline

What We’ve Heard
The following are important:





Safe streets with slow speeds
Limited impacts to businesses and homes
Green space such as gardens, parks, and landscaping
Safe streets with separate spaces for different users

Project Objectives
 Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and surrounding
neighborhoods
 Provide safe and convenient routes/facilities for all modes
 Extend a gridded street network to support community
vitality
 Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden Place as green
connections to parks and trails
 Create a street network that supports economic
development

Today’s Workshop
 Overview of Alternatives Development and Evaluation
Process
 Review of Tier 1 Design Elements
 Tier 1 Screening Results
 Presentation of Packaged Alternatives
 Questions and Discussion on Packaged Alternatives

Keypad Polling
When the polling
opens, select any key
and your keypad light
should flash green

To change your answer,
press the button for your
preferred choice again.
The last choice you select
will register.

How did you arrive to the workshop?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Walked
Biked
Took the bus
Took the train
Drove
Combination of the above
Other

What is your primary connection to this project?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Resident in Sun Valley
Resident in a surrounding neighborhood
Business owner/employee in Sun Valley
Non-profit owner/employee in Sun Valley
Developer
Other

Evaluation Process

Tier 1 Evaluation
Considers:
• Pedestrian connectivity,
•
comfort and safety
•
•
• Bicycle comfort and safety
• Access to trails and green space •
•
• Connectivity
•
• Complete Street vision
• Safety for all modes

Parking
Property impacts
Economic redevelopment
Community character
Green infrastructure
Consistency with other plans

Tier 1 Design Elements
•
•
•
•

Alignment
Cross-section
Holden and Decatur intersection
Bicycle network

Tier 1 Design Elements
Alignments
•
•
•
•
•
•

No action
Transition west of S. Platte River with 13th Avenue tie-in
Transition west of S. Platte River with 13th Avenue dead end
Transition west of Decatur Street
One-way couplet
Grid network completion
Alignments in red were eliminated

Transition west of S. Platte River with 13th Avenue tie-in

Transition west of S. Platte River with 13th Avenue dead-end

Transition west of Decatur Street

One-way couplet

Grid Network Completion

Tier 1 Design Elements
Cross-Sections

No action
Basic street with tree lawn
Basic street with bike lane
Street with parking on one
side
• Sun Valley Master Plan
cross-section
•
•
•
•

Tier 1 Design Elements
Holden and Decatur
Intersection
• No action
• Realign west of
Decatur
• Realign east of
Decatur
• Roundabout

Tier 1 Design Elements
Bike Network

• No action
• Bike route on
Holden Place
• Bike route on
13th Avenue

Tier 1 Screening Summary
Alignments
•
•
•
•
•
•

No action – RETAIN
Transition west of S. Platte River with 13th Avenue tie-in – RETAIN
Transition west of S. Platte River with 13th Avenue dead end – ELIMINATE
Transition west of Decatur Street – ELIMINATE
One-way couplet – ELIMINATE
Grid network completion – RETAIN

All other elements (cross-sections, Holden and Decatur
intersection treatments, and bike network) – RETAIN

How old are you?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Under 18
18 to 24
25 to 34
35 to 44
45 to 54
55 to 64
65 or older

0%

0%

1

2

0%

0%

0%

3

4

5

0%

0%

6

7

Alternatives Development
Four alternatives were assembled:





No action
Grid completion
Green infrastructure emphasis
Multimodal emphasis

No Action Alternative

Grid Network Completion
• Adds Riverfront Drive to
complete grid network
• Roundabout at W. Holden
Place and Decatur Street
• No reconstruction on W.
Holden Place, only restriping
• No construction on W. 13th
Avenue, only restriping
• Bike route on W. 13th
Avenue

Grid Network Completion
13th Avenue

Holden Place

Grid Network Completion
Holden Place

Green Infrastructure Alternative
• Roadway transition west of
the South Platte River
• Realign Decatur Street at W.
Holden Place intersection to
the west
• Tree lawn and bioswales on
W. Holden Place
• Bike lanes with intermittent
bioswales on W. 13th Avenue
• Bike route on W. 13th Avenue

Green Infrastructure Alternative
13th Avenue

Holden Place

Green Infrastructure Alternative
Holden Place

Multimodal Emphasis Alternative
• Roadway transition west of the
South Platte River
• Realign Decatur Street at W.
Holden Place intersection to
the east
• W. Holden Place – Modified
Sun Valley master plan cross
section with protected bike
lanes
• W. 13th Avenue – tree lawn
cross section
• Bike route on W. Holden Place;
enhanced sidewalk crossings
and bus stops

Multimodal Emphasis Alternative
13th Avenue

Holden Place

Multimodal Emphasis Alternative
Holden Place

Questions and
Discussion

Please rank the project objectives
(from most important to least important):
1. Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and
surrounding neighborhoods
2. Provide safe and convenient
routes/facilities for all modes
3. Extend a gridded street network to
support community vitality
4. Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden Place
as green connections to parks and trails
5. Create a street network that support
economic development

0%
1

0%

0%

2

3

0%
4

0%
5

Please rank the design elements
(from most important to least important):
1. Speed limit
2. The roadway alignment
3. Inclusion of green infrastructure
(trees, planters)
4. Accommodation of bicyclists,
pedestrians, and transit riders
5. The intersection at Holden and
Decatur
6. Parking

0%
1

0%

0%

0%

2

3

4

0%
5

0%
6

Grid Network Completion
• Adds Riverfront Drive to
complete grid network
• Roundabout at W. Holden
Place and Decatur Street
• No reconstruction on W.
Holden Place, only restriping
• No construction on W. 13th
Avenue, only restriping
• Bike route on W. 13th
Avenue

Grid Completion Alternative
Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative do you most support?
Select up to 3.
1. Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive
2. Restriping only on Holden Place and 13th Avenue
3. Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection

Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative
do you most support? Select up to 3.
1. Connecting Holden Place to
Riverfront Drive
2. Restriping only on Holden Place
and 13th Avenue
3. Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Roundabout at the Holden and
Decatur intersection

0%
1

0%

0%

2

3

0%
4

0%
5

Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative
most concern you? Select up to 3.
1. Connecting Holden Place to
Riverfront Drive
2. Restriping only on Holden Place
and 13th Avenue
3. Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Roundabout at Holden and Decatur
intersection

0%
1

0%

0%

2

3

0%
4

0%
5

Would you support the advancement of the Grid
Completion Alternative towards the preferred alternative?
1. Yes
2. Maybe
3. No

0%
1

0%
2

0%
3

Green Infrastructure Alternative
• Roadway transition west of
the South Platte River
• Realign Decatur Street at W.
Holden Place intersection to
the west
• Tree lawn and bioswales on
W. Holden Place
• Bike lanes with intermittent
bioswales on W. 13th Avenue
• Bike route on W. 13th Avenue

Which elements of the Green Infrastructure
Alternative do you most support? Select up to 4.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Overall alignment
Parking on 13th Avenue
Bike routes on 13th Avenue
Bioswales on 13th Avenue
Tree lawn on Holden Place
Parking on Holden Place
Bioswales on Holden Place
Alignment of Holden and Decatur
intersection

0%
1

0%
2

0%

0%

0%

3

4

5

0%
6

0%

0%

7

8

Which elements of the Green Infrastructure
Alternative most concern you? Select up to 4.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Overall alignment
Parking on 13th Avenue
Bike route on 13th Avenue
Bioswales on 13th Avenue
Tree lawn on Holden Place
Parking on Holden Place
Bioswales on Holden Place
Alignment of Holden and Decatur
intersection

0%
1

0%
2

0%

0%

0%

3

4

5

0%
6

0%

0%

7

8

Would you support the advancement of the Green Infrastructure
Alternative towards the preferred alternative?

1. Yes
2. Maybe
3. No

0%
1

0%
2

0%
3

Multimodal Emphasis Alternative
• Roadway transition west of the
South Platte River
• Realign Decatur Street at W.
Holden Place intersection to
the east
• W. Holden Place – Modified
Sun Valley master plan cross
section with protected bike
lanes
• W. 13th Avenue – tree lawn
cross section
• Bike route on W. Holden Place;
enhanced sidewalk crossings
and bus stops

Which elements of the Multimodal Enhancements
Alternative do you most support? Select up to 3.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Overall alignment
Parking on 13th Avenue
Protected bike lane on Holden Place
Parking on Holden Place
Amenity space and tree wells on Holden
Place
6. Enhanced bus stops
7. Alignment of Holden and Decatur
intersection

0%

0%

1

2

0%

0%

0%

3

4

5

0%

0%

6

7

Which elements of the Multimodal Enhancements
Alternative most concern you? Select up to 3.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Overall alignment
Parking on 13th Avenue
Protected bike lane on Holden Place
Parking on Holden Place
Amenity space and tree wells on Holden
Place
6. Enhanced bus stops
7. Alignment of Holden and Decatur
intersection

0%

0%

1

2

0%

0%

0%

3

4

5

0%

0%

6

7

Would you support the advancement of the Multimodal
Enhancements Alternative towards the preferred alternative?

1. Yes
2. Maybe
3. No

0%
1

0%
2

0%
3

Please rank the 4 alternatives
(from most preferred to least preferred):
1. No change
2. Grid Completion Alternative
3. Green Infrastructure
Alternative
4. Multimodal Enhancements
Alternative
5. I don’t like any of the
alternatives

0%
1

0%

0%

2

3

0%
4

0%
5

When imagining the future of Sun Valley, what
are you most excited about?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Better multimodal connections
Job opportunities
More neighborhood services
New parks and open space
A growing residential
population
0%
1

0%

0%

2

3

0%
4

0%
5

Next Steps





Fill out a comment sheet
Participate in the online survey
Spread the word about the survey!
Save the date:
 Next Stakeholder Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday,
September 13th, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Discussion
Time for brief comments from all participants and further
discussion about the alternatives…

Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment E. Survey

W 13th Realignment

Study

Stakeholder Workshop
Questions

How did you arrive to the workshop?
1. Walked
2. Biked
3. Took the bus
4. Took the train
5. Drove
6. Combination of the above
7. Other
What is your primary connection to this project?
1. Resident in Sun Valley
2. Resident in a surrounding neighborhood
3. Business owner/employee in Sun Valley
4. Non-profit owner/employee in Sun Valley
5. Developer
6. Other
How old are you?
1. Under 18
2. 18 to 24
3. 25 to 34
4. 35 to 44
5. 45 to 54
6. 55 to 64
7. 65 or older
Please rank the project objectives (from most important to least important):
Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods
Provide safe and convenient routes/facilities for all modes
Extend a gridded street network to support community vitality
Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden Place as green connections to parks and trails
Create a street network that supports economic development

W 13th Realignment

Study

Stakeholder Workshop
Questions

Please rank the design elements (from most important to least important):
Speed limit
The roadway alignment
Inclusion of green infrastructure (trees, planters)
Accommodation of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders
The intersection at Holden Place and Decatur
Parking
Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative do you most support? Select up to 3.
1. Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive
2. Restriping only on Holden Place and 13th Avenue
3. Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection
Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative most concern you? Select up to 3.
1. Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive
2. Restriping only on Holden Place and 13th Avenue
3. Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection
Would you support the advancement of the Grid Completion Alternative towards the preferred alternative?
1. Yes
2. Maybe
3. No
Which elements of the Green Infrastructure Alternative do you most support? Select up to 4.
1. Overall alignment
2. Parking on 13th Avenue
3. Bike route on 13th Avenue
4. Bioswales on 13th Avenue
5. Tree lawn on Holden Place
6. Parking on Holden Place
7. Bioswales on Holden Place
8. Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

W 13th Realignment

Study

Stakeholder Workshop
Questions

Which elements of the Green Infrastructure Alternative most concern you? Select up to 4.
1. Overall alignment
2. Parking on 13th Avenue
3. Bike route on 13th Avenue
4. Bioswales on 13th Avenue
5. Tree lawn on Holden Place
6. Parking on Holden Place
7. Bioswales on Holden Place
8. Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection
Would you support the advancement of the Green Infrastructure Alternative towards the preferred alternative?
1. Yes
2. Maybe
3. No
Which elements of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative do you most support? Select up to 3.
1. Overall alignment
2. Parking on 13th Avenue
3. Protected bike lane on Holden Place
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Amenity space and tree wells on Holden Place
6. Enhanced bus stops
7. Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection
Which elements of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative most concern you? Select up to 4.
1. Overall alignment
2. Parking on 13th Avenue
3. Protected bike lane on Holden Place
4. Parking on Holden Place
5. Amenity space and tree wells on Holden Place
6. Enhanced bus stops
7. Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

W 13th Realignment

Study

Stakeholder Workshop
Questions

Would you support the advancement of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative towards the preferred alternative?
1. Yes
2. Maybe
3. No
Please rank the 4 alternatives (from most preferred to least preferred):
No change
Grid Completion Alternative
Green Infrastructure Alternative
Multimodal Enhancements Alternative
I don’t like any of the alternatives
When imaging the future of Sun Valley, what are you most excited about?
1. Better multi-modal connections
2. Job opportunities
3. More neighborhood services
4. New parks and open space
5. A growing residential population
Any additional comments:

Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment F. Survey Responses and Additional Comments

How did you arrive to the workshop?
1.
Walked
2.
Biked
3.
Took the bus
4.
Took the train
5.
Drove
6.
Combination of the above
7.
Other

What is your primary connection to this project?
1.
Resident in Sun Valley
2.
Resident in a surrounding neighborhood
3.
Business owner/employee in Sun Valley
4.
Non‐profit owner/employee in Sun Valley
5.
Developer
6.
Other

How old are you?
1. Under 18
2. 18 to 24
3. 25 to 34
4. 35 to 44
5. 45 to 54
6. 55 to 64
6. 65 and older

18
1
0
0
7
1
0
27

12
3
6
7
0
0
28

2
0
5
4
10
3
2
26

Please rate the project objectives (from most important to least
important):
1.
2.

Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods
Provide safe and convenient routes/facilities for all modes

Rank
56
40

3.
Extend a gridded street network to support community vitality
4.
Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden Place as green connections to parks
and trails

66

5.

75

Create a street network that supports economic development

Please rank the design elements (from most important to least
important):
1.
Speed limit
2.
The roadway alignment
3.
Inclusion of green infrastructure (trees, planters)
4.
Accommodation of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders
5.
The intersection at Holden Place and Decatur
6.
Parking

59

58
66
68
63
62
72

2.67

2

<

2.00

1

<

2.95

3

3.30

4

3.75

5

3.05
3.47
3.78
3.32
3.10
4.00

Rank
1
4
5
3
2
6

<

<

Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative do you most support?
Select up to 3.
1.
Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive
2.
Restriping only on Holden Place and 13th Avenue
3.
Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4.
Parking on Holden Place
5.
Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection

Which elements of the Grid Completion Alternative most concern you?
Select up to 3.
1.
Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive
2.
Restriping only on Holden Place and 13th Avenue
3.
Bike lanes on 13th Avenue
4.
Parking on Holden Place
5.
Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection

Would you support the advancement of the Grid Completion Alternative
towards the preferred alternative?
1.
Yes
2.
Maybe
3.
No

Which elements of the Green Infrastructure Alternative do you most
support? Select up to 4.
1.
Overall alignment
2.
Parking on 13th Avenue
3.
Bike route on 13th Avenue
4.
Bioswales on 13th Avenue
5.
Tree lawn on Holden Place
6.
Parking on Holden Place
7.
Bioswales on Holden Place
8.
Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

Which elements of the Green Infrastructure Alternative most concern
you? Select up to 4.
1.
Overall alignment
2.
Parking on 13th Avenue
3.
Bike route on 13th Avenue
4.
Bioswales on 13th Avenue
5.
Tree lawn on Holden Place
6.
Parking on Holden Place
7.
Bioswales on Holden Place
8.
Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

Would you support the advancement of the Green Infrastructure
Alternative towards the preferred alternative?

15
11
13
7
8
54

5
4
4
9
16
38

7
14
2
23

10
5
9
7
11
2
7
8
59

3
3
6
5
5
6
6
8
42

<
<

<

<

<
<
<

<

1.
2.
3.

Yes
Maybe
No

Which elements of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative do you
most support? Select up to 3.
1.
Overall alignment
2.
Parking on 13th Avenue
3.
Protected bike lane on Holden Place
4.
Parking on Holden Place
5.
Amenity space and tree wells on Holden Place
6.
Enhanced bus stops
7.
Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

Which elements of the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative most
concern you? Select up to 3.
1.
Overall alignment
2.
Parking on 13th Avenue
3.
Protected bike lane on Holden Place
4.
Parking on Holden Place
5.
Amenity space and tree wells on Holden Place
6.
Enhanced bus stops
7.
Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

Would you support the advancement of the Multimodal Enhancements
Alternative towards the preferred alternative?
1.
Yes
2.
Maybe
3.
No

Please rank the 4 alternatives (from most preferred to least preferred):
1.
No Action Alternative
2.
Grid Completion Alternative
3.
Green Infrastructure Alternative
4.
Multimodal Enhancements Alternative
5.
I don’t like any of the alternatives

When imaging the future of Sun Valley, what are you most excited about?
1.
Better multi‐modal connections
2.
Job opportunities
3.
More neighborhood services
4.
New parks and open space
5.
A growing residential population

11
6
4
21

<

7
3
4
4
4
4
3
29

<

3
2
7
4
6
5
11
38

<

<

6
6
9
21

34
34
31
36
9

6
9
12
10
3
40

3.40
2.00
1.72
2.40
4.50

<
<

Rank
4
2
1
3
5

<

Additional Written Comments
The following comments were written on the stakeholder workshop surveys:
o

Don’t take Glenn’s property! (related to the intersection at Holden Place and Decatur Street)

o

Do drivers know how to use this? How much property is taken? Pedestrian safety? Especially
kids? (related to the roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection)

o

Important to leave Glenn’s property as it is (related to the intersection at Holden Place and
Decatur Street)

o

25 MPH on Holden I like

o

Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive is preferred vs. alignment

o

Do not like bike lanes on 13th Avenue

o

We are becoming a dense neighborhood – we need parking

o

Do not like the roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection – children and pedestrian safety

o

Bike lanes on 13th Avenue would possible affect my property

o

Prefer parking to landscaping

o

Parking on 13th Avenue – used to its full potential – no landscaping in place of a potential
parking spot (same with Holden)

o

Maybe support the Grid Completion Alternative – need more information

o

Must have a stop intersection; this will not work with high density of children (referring to the
roundabout)

o

Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive – intriguing

o

Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection – depends on how much property would be lost

o

Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection – how much property would be lost? Can buses
get through this?

o

I cannot support any alternative that takes my property – 1260 Decatur (from Glenn)

o

I support the connection of River Drive to Holden Place (from Glenn)

o

Glenn does a lot for the community- he is constantly inviting people in and making the people
around the community feel included. This is a space among Sun Valley where children/adults
come to see their children’s work and meet new people.

o

Glenn does so much for this community. He provides cooking classes which teach youth how to
eat healthy. He is a very well-known person in the neighborhood and really cares for the
community which is why I think it’s very important for his building to stay because he is a vital
party of our Sun Valley Neighborhood. He does so much for the youth of our neighborhood
which is important because there isn’t a lot for youth to do in our community.

o

A lot of these elements are really great but my primary concern is what will be the impact (or
cost, i.e. loss) to property owners in order to implement them.

o

Prefer either 13th OR Holden primary bike route.

o

I like bioswales.

o

Prefer model most practical for businesses/residents

o

Difficult to distinguish the options offered

o

Bike lanes around Sun Valley | dismount and walk-in Sun Valley | Peds and cars have right-ofway | Bicyclists never follow the rules of the road and will cause problems with the level of
density and traffic that will come with the proposed development.

o

No bioswales anywhere.

o

I have concerns about a few things – parking on Holden is already an issues, adding bike lanes
would not only be a less safe option, but also reduce parking. Also I am highly opposed to the
multimodal plan. I am also highly opposed to the roundabout. I do support both the ‘green’ and
the ‘grid’ plans. I also feel like keeping bike lanes on 13th is safer and more viable. Also my
driveway and parking is VITAL for my business – I must protect my driveway at all cost. I do love
grid and green as long as my business is considered. (Reed)

o

How much street would be used (right of way)? (Referring to the Green Infrastructure
Alternative)

o

Who maintains? (Referring to enhanced bus stops)

o

Don’t like this (Referring to multimodal)

o

Waste of potential parking (referring to bioswales on 13th Avenue and Holden Place)

o

This would direct most traffic to Holden (alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection in the
green infrastructure)

o

Maximizing on street parking (referring to parking on 13th Avenue for the multimodal
enhancements)

o

Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection (this would affect Glenn’s property; a
neighborhood hub for many residents with positive influence)

o

More trees! More removal of industrial.

o

Bioswales seem great!

o

Gretting the industrial uses (Xcel) on the river OUT would be great!

o

Can that be done without significantly slowing the project?

o

I bike from Villa Park and Holden does not connect to the grid there. Any chance of an improved
crossing at Federal there?

o

Improving bike connections to the riverfront would be great.

o

I worry that dedicated bike lanes would ‘trap’ bike traffic. It should be easy to access areas
within Sun Valley from corridor and cross traffic.

o

Bioswales should have fruit trees; we’d maintain them.

o

The important bike connection over Federal is 10th Avenue. This project should connect that
route up Decatur.

o

I think that whatever happens you need to remember that community revolves around children
and it is very important that you think about this at all times. SAFETY FIRST!

o

The green infrastructure plan has all the elements I like but add in enhanced bus stops. Make
sure to keep as much parking as possible.

o

The Holden/Decatur intersection realignment should be done WEST of Decatur which has
minimal impact on the cornerstones of the neighborhood: Glenn’s space! SVYC! The roundabout
may work.

o

I don’t like the large sidewalk, tree wells – not enough green – feels too much like downtown
and not a neighborhood.

o

13th should have protected bike lane. If any of the alternatives have a protected bike lake on
13th, I support it. 13th is a continuation of existing bike lane.

o

Great work! Would love to see some visuals that combine the proposed DHA plans with these
alternatives to get a better visual of how it will all fit together.

Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment G. Online Survey Responses

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study, Spanish

SurveyMonkey

Q1 ¿Cuál es su conexión primaria a este
proyecto?
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Residente de
Sun Valley
Residente en
un barrio...
Propietario de
empresa /...
Propietario no
lucrativa /...

Desarrollador

Otro (por
favor...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Residente de Sun Valley

0.00%

0

Residente en un barrio circundante

100.00%

1

Propietario de empresa / empleado de Sun Valley

0.00%

0

Propietario no lucrativa / empleado de Sun Valley

0.00%

0

Desarrollador

0.00%

0

Otro (por favor especifique)

0.00%

0

Total Respondents: 1

#

Otro (por favor especifique)

Date

There are no responses.

1 / 21

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study, Spanish

SurveyMonkey

Q2 ¿Cuántos años tiene?
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Menor de18

18 a 24

25 a 34

35 a 44

45 a 54

55 a 64

65a mayor

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Menor de18

0.00%

0

18 a 24

100.00%

1

25 a 34

0.00%

0

35 a 44

0.00%

0

45 a 54

0.00%

0

55 a 64

0.00%

0

65a mayor

0.00%

0

Total

1

2 / 21

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study, Spanish

SurveyMonkey

Q3 Por favor ponga en orden los objetivos
del proyecto de mas importante a menos
importante:
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Conectar a Sun
Valley para ...

Disponer rutas
seguras y...

Extender una
red de calle...

Mejorar la
Avenida 13 y...

Crear una red
de calles qu...

0

1

2

3

4

5

1
Conectar a Sun Valley para el centro y a los barrios circundantes

6

7

2

8

3

9

4

10

5

Total

Score

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

1

5.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

1

3.00

Extender una red de calles en cuadrícula para apoyar la vitalidad de la
comunidad

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

1

2.00

Mejorar la Avenida 13 y Holden Place como conexiones verdes a parques y

0.00%

100.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0

1

0

0

0

1

4.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

1

1.00

Disponer rutas seguras y convenientes / comodidades para todos los modos

senderos
Crear una red de calles que apoya el desarrollo económico

3 / 21

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study, Spanish

SurveyMonkey

Q4 Por favor ponga en orden los elementos
de diseño de mas importante a menos
importante:
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

El límite de
velocidad

Alineación de
la calle

La sección
transversal

El tratamiento
de la...

Conexiones de
bicicleta

Parqueadero

0

1

2

3

1
El límite de velocidad

Alineación de la calle

La sección transversal

El tratamiento de la intersección de Holden/Decatur

Conexiones de bicicleta

Parqueadero

4

5

2

6

3

7

4

8

9

5

10

6

Total

Score

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

1

4.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

1

3.00

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

100.00%

0.00%

0

0

0

0

1

0

1

2.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

1

1.00

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

1

5.00

100.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

1

0

0

0

0

0

1

6.00
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Q5 ¿Cuáles elementos de los alternativos
del proceso del desarrollo usted apoya
más?Escoja hasta 3.
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Conectando
Holden Place...

Mejorar Holden
Place y la...

Carril de
bicicleta en...

Parqueadero en
Holden Place

Rotonda en la
intersección...

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Conectando Holden Place a Riverfront Drive

100.00%

1

Mejorar Holden Place y la Avenida 13

100.00%

1

Carril de bicicleta en la Avenida 13

0.00%

0

Parqueadero en Holden Place

0.00%

0

Rotonda en la intersección de W. Holden Place y Decatur St.

100.00%

1

Total Respondents: 1
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Q6 ¿Usted apoyara el adelanto del
alternativo del hecho complementario hacia
el alternativo preferido?
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Si

Tal vez

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Si

100.00%

1

Tal vez

0.00%

0

No

0.00%

0

Total

1
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Q7 ¿Cuáles comentarios tiene sobre la
alternativa del hecho complementario?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.
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Q8 ¿Cuales elementos de Las alternativas
de infraestructura verde apoya más usted?
Escoja hasta 4.
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Alineación en
general
Parqueadero en
la Avenida 13
Ruta de
bicicleta en...
Canales de
filtración...
Césped de
árboles en...
Parqueadero en
Holden Place
Canales de
filtración...
Alineación de
la intersecc...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Alineación en general

0.00%

0

Parqueadero en la Avenida 13

100.00%

1

Ruta de bicicleta en la Avenida 13

0.00%

0

Canales de filtración biológicas en la Avenida 13

100.00%

1

Césped de árboles en Holden Place

100.00%

1

Parqueadero en Holden Place

100.00%

1

Canales de filtración biológicas en Holden Place

0.00%

0

Alineación de la intersección entre Holden y Decatur

0.00%

0

Total Respondents: 1
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Q9 ¿Usted apoyara el adelanto de la
Alternativa de Infraestructura Verde hacia la
alternativa preferida?
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Si

Tal vez

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Si

100.00%

1

Tal vez

0.00%

0

No

0.00%

0

Total

1
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Q10 ¿Cuales comentarios tiene sobre la
Alternativa de Infraestructura Verde?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.

10 / 21

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study, Spanish

SurveyMonkey

Q11 ¿Cuales elementos de la Alternativa de
la Mejora Multimodal apoya más usted?
Escoja hasta 3.
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Alineación en
general
Parqueadero en
la Avenida 13
Ruta de
bicicleta...
Parqueadero en
Holden Place
Espacio para
amenidades y...
Mejorar
paradas de...
Alineación de
la intersecc...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Alineación en general

100.00%

1

Parqueadero en la Avenida 13

0.00%

0

Ruta de bicicleta protegida en la Avenida 13

0.00%

0

Parqueadero en Holden Place

100.00%

1

Espacio para amenidades y árboles en Holden Place

0.00%

0

Mejorar paradas de autobús

0.00%

0

Alineación de la intersección entre Holden y Decatur

100.00%

1

Total Respondents: 1
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Q12 ¿Usted apoyara el adelanto de la
Alternativa de la Mejora Multimodal hacia la
alternativa preferida?
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Si

Tal vez

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Si

100.00%

1

Tal vez

0.00%

0

No

0.00%

0

Total

1
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Q13 ¿Cuales comentarios tiene sobre la
Alternativa de la Mejora Multimodal?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.
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Q14 ¿Cuales comentarios tiene hacia las
opciones de alineación?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.
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Q15 Por favor clasifique las opciones de
intersección:
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Realinear la
intersección...

Realinear la
intersección...

Una rotunda

0

1

2

3

4

5

1
Realinear la intersección al este

Realinear la intersección al oeste

Una rotunda

6

7

2

8

9

3

10

Total

Score

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

1

3.00

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

1

2.00

0.00%

0.00%

100.00%

0

0

1

1

1.00
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Q16 ¿Cuales comentarios tiene hacia las
opciones de intersección?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.
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Q17 Por favor clasifique las opciones de la
red de bicicleta:
Answered: 1

Skipped: 0

Ruta de
bicicleta en...

Ruta de
bicicleta en...

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1
Ruta de bicicleta en Holden Place

Ruta de bicicleta en la Avenida 13

17 / 21

1.4

1.6

2

1.8

2

Total

Score

0.00%
0

100.00%
1

1

1.00

100.00%
1

0.00%
0

1

2.00
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Q18 ¿Cuales comentarios tiene sobre las
opciones de la red de bicicleta?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.
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Q19 Por favor clasifique 4 alternativas (la
más preferida para usted a la menos
preferida para usted):
Answered: 0

Skipped: 1

! No matching responses.

1
Alternativa del Hecho Complementario

Alternativa de Infraestructura Verde

Mejora Multimodal

Ningún cambio

2

3

4

Total

Score

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0

0.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0

0.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0

0.00

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0

0.00
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Q20 ¿Cuando piensa en el futuro de Sun
Valley, que es lo que más lo excita?
Answered: 0

Skipped: 1

! No matching responses.

Answer Choices

Responses

Mejores conexiones multimodales

0.00%

0

Oportunidades de trabajo

0.00%

0

Más servicios al barrio

0.00%

0

Nuevo parque y espacio abierto

0.00%

0

Una comunidad que crese en populación

0.00%

0

Other (please specify)

0.00%

0

Total Respondents: 0

#

Other (please specify)

Date

There are no responses.
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Q21 Comentarios adicionales:
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 1

Responses

Date

There are no responses.
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Q1 What is your primary connection to this
project?
Answered: 22

Skipped: 0

Resident in
Sun Valley
Resident in a
surrounding...
Business
owner/employ...
Not-profit
owner/employ...

Developer

Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Resident in Sun Valley

9.09%

2

Resident in a surrounding neighborhood

68.18%

15

Business owner/employee in Sun Valley

4.55%

1

Not-profit owner/employee in Sun Valley

13.64%

3

Developer

4.55%

1

Other (please specify)

4.55%

1

Total Respondents: 22

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

Resident, Villa Park neighborhood

7/26/2016 4:22 PM
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Q2 How old are you?
Answered: 22

Skipped: 0

Under 18

18 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 or older

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Under 18

0.00%

0

18 to 24

0.00%

0

25 to 34

31.82%

7

35 to 44

27.27%

6

45 to 54

22.73%

5

55 to 64

18.18%

4

65 or older

0.00%

0

Total

22
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Q3 Please rank the project objectives (your
most important to least important)
Answered: 17

Skipped: 5

Connect Sun
Valley to...

Provide safe
and convenie...

Extend a
gridded stre...

Enhance 13th
Avenue and...

Create a
street netwo...

0

1

2

3

4

Connect Sun Valley to Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods

Provide safe and convenient routes/facilities for all modes

5

Create a street network that supports economic development

7

8

9

1

2

3

29.41%
5

29.41%
5

29.41%
5

5.88%
1

25.00%
4

50.00%
8

6.25%
1

6.67%
1

6.67%
1

18.75%
3
23.53%
4

Extend a gridded street network to support community vitality

Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden Place as green connections to parks and trails

6

3 / 21

4

10

5

Total

Score

5.88%
1

17

3.71

6.25%
1

12.50%
2

16

3.69

20.00%
3

20.00%
3

46.67%
7

15

2.07

18.75%
3

25.00%
4

18.75%
3

18.75%
3

16

3.00

0.00%
0

23.53%
4

41.18%
7

11.76%
2

17

2.82
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Q4 Please rank the design elements(your
most important to least important):
Answered: 17

Skipped: 5

Speed limit

Roadway
alignment

Inclusion of
green...

Accommodation
of bicyclist...

The
intersection...

Parking

0

1

2

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

3

4

5

6

1

2

3

4

5

6

Total

Score

7.14%
1

0.00%
0

21.43%
3

21.43%
3

21.43%
3

28.57%
4

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

14

8.64

0.00%
0

20.00%
3

20.00%
3

40.00%
6

20.00%
3

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

15

9.40

12.50%
2

31.25%
5

25.00%
4

12.50%
2

12.50%
2

6.25%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16

10.00

52.94%

29.41%

5.88%

5.88%

5.88%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

9

5

1

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

17

11.18

The intersection
at Holden Place
and Decatur
Street

12.50%

18.75%

18.75%

12.50%

31.25%

6.25%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

2

3

3

2

5

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

16

9.50

Parking

18.75%
3

6.25%
1

12.50%
2

6.25%
1

0.00%
0

56.25%
9

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16

8.69

Speed limit

Roadway
alignment
Inclusion of
green
infrastructure
(trees, planters)
Accommodation
of bicyclists,
pedestrians,
and transit
riders
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Q5 Which elements of the Grid Completion
Alternative do you most support? Select up
to 3.
Answered: 15

Skipped: 7

Connecting
Holden Place...

Bike lanes on
13th Avenue

Parking on
Holden Place

Roundabout at
Holden and...

Improvements
to Holden Pl...

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Connecting Holden Place to Riverfront Drive

46.67%

7

Bike lanes on 13th Avenue

73.33%

11

Parking on Holden Place

33.33%

5

Roundabout at Holden and Decatur intersection

53.33%

8

Improvements to Holden Place and 13th Avenue

53.33%

8

Total Respondents: 15
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Q6 Would you support the advancement of
the Grid Completion Alternative towards the
preferred alternative?
Answered: 15

Skipped: 7

Yes

Maybe

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Yes

26.67%

4

Maybe

40.00%

6

No

33.33%

5

Total

15
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Q7 What comments do you have regarding
the Grid Completion Alternative?
Answered: 5

Skipped: 17

#

Responses

Date

1

Awkward car traffic glow.

7/22/2016 6:13 PM

2

What is the rest of the plan after road completion?

7/22/2016 6:01 PM

3

great

7/22/2016 3:19 PM

4

I do not like the roundabout. It cuts into too much land so much a small area.

7/22/2016 12:26 PM

5

Seems to take most advantage of Xcel decommissioning and disrupts current conditions the least.

7/22/2016 12:22 PM
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Q8 Which elements of the Green
Infrastructure Alternative do you most
support? Select up to 4.
Answered: 13

Skipped: 9

Overall
alignment
Parking on
13th Avenue
Bike routes on
13th Avenue
Bioswales on
13th Avenue
Tree lawn on
Holden Place
Parking on
Holden Place
Bioswales on
Holden Place
Alignment of
Holden and...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Overall alignment

46.15%

6

Parking on 13th Avenue

30.77%

4

Bike routes on 13th Avenue

100.00%

13

Bioswales on 13th Avenue

38.46%

5

Tree lawn on Holden Place

23.08%

3

Parking on Holden Place

15.38%

2

Bioswales on Holden Place

23.08%

3

Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

15.38%

2

Total Respondents: 13
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Q9 Would you support the advancement of
the Green Infrastructure Alternative towards
the preferred alternative?
Answered: 13

Skipped: 9

Yes

Maybe

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Yes

53.85%

7

Maybe

23.08%

3

No

23.08%

3

Total

13
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Q10 What comments do you have regarding
the Green Infrastructure Alternative?
Answered: 3

Skipped: 19

#

Responses

Date

1

The proposed edge of pavement would make parallel parking difficult

7/25/2016 12:56 PM

2

The movement of traffic onto 13th Ave seems much smoother in this alignment compared to the first alternative that

7/22/2016 6:13 PM

was presented in this survey.
3

Poor leaves out Decatur

7/22/2016 3:20 PM
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Q11 Which elements of the Multimodal
Enhancements Alternative do you most
support? Select up to 3.
Answered: 12

Skipped: 10

Overall
alignment
Parking on
13th Avenue
Protected bike
lane on Hold...
Parking on
Holden Place
Amenity space
and tree wel...
Enhanced bus
stops
Alignment of
Holden and...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Overall alignment

33.33%

4

Parking on 13th Avenue

25.00%

3

Protected bike lane on Holden Place

83.33%

10

Parking on Holden Place

16.67%

2

Amenity space and tree wells on Holden Place

33.33%

4

Enhanced bus stops

41.67%

5

Alignment of Holden and Decatur intersection

25.00%

3

Total Respondents: 12
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Q12 Would you support the advancement of
the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative
towards the preferred alternative?
Answered: 12

Skipped: 10

Yes

Maybe

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Yes

41.67%

5

Maybe

33.33%

4

No

25.00%

3

Total

12
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Q13 What comments do you have regarding
the Multimodal Enhancements Alternative?
Answered: 3

Skipped: 19

#

Responses

Date

1

This is the safest and most convenient for bicyclists, pedestrians, and bus riders. This would be best plan to connect
those who cannot or chose not to drive to access public transportation into/out downtown

7/25/2016 12:56 PM

2

why no bike lane on 13th. It's the only connection to downtown

7/25/2016 7:57 AM

3

Poor

7/22/2016 3:21 PM
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Q14 Whatcomments do you have regarding
the alignment options?
Answered: 7

Skipped: 15

#

Responses

Date

1

agree to eliminate

7/26/2016 9:02 AM

2

With alignment A you will have people walking/biking off the path cutting corners

7/25/2016 12:56 PM

3

Definitely a lot of thought put into them. Alignment A makes the most overall sense.

7/25/2016 11:23 AM

4

I much prefer alignment A for freer traffic flow through the neighborhood.

7/22/2016 6:14 PM

5

E is the best option

7/22/2016 6:06 PM

6

C is best

7/22/2016 3:22 PM

7

Alignment E, as one of the two remaining options that haven't been eliminated, provides the smoother route.
Alignement A does not promote a grid for easy transit.

7/22/2016 12:28 PM
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Q15 Please rate the intersectionoptions:
Answered: 11

Skipped: 11

Realigning the
intersection...

Realigning the
intersection...

Roundabout

0

1

2

3

4

5

1
Realigning the intersection to the west

Realigning the intersection to the east

Roundabout

6

7

2

8

3

9

10

Total

Score

9.09%
1

63.64%
7

27.27%
3

11

1.82

9.09%
1

36.36%
4

54.55%
6

11

1.55

81.82%
9

0.00%
0

18.18%
2

11

2.64
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Q16 What comments do you have regarding
the intersectionoptions?
Answered: 3

Skipped: 19

#

Responses

Date

1

prefer not to hurt Glen's property

7/26/2016 9:04 AM

2

Roundabout is least disruptive to current layout of streets and building lots.

7/22/2016 6:16 PM

3

Most people do not know how to use roundabouts and actually wait to see if they have a break in traffic. Roundabouts
lead to near-misses.

7/22/2016 12:31 PM
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Q17 Please rate the bicycle network
options:
Answered: 12

Skipped: 10

Bike route on
Holden Place

Bike route on
13th Avenue

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1
Bike route on Holden Place

Bike route on 13th Avenue

1.2

1.4

1.6

2

1.8

2

Total

Score

9.09%
1

90.91%
10

11

1.09

91.67%
11

8.33%
1

12

1.92
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Q18 What comments do you have regarding
the bike networkoptions?
Answered: 2

Skipped: 20

#

Responses

Date

1

A bike path on Holden place would create unnecessary zig-zagging and street crossing.

7/25/2016 12:56 PM

2

If the 13th Ave. route connects more seamlessly with the current bike trail, then I prefer it.

7/22/2016 6:17 PM

18 / 21

W. 13th Avenue Realignment Study

SurveyMonkey

Q19 Please rank the 4 alternatives (your
most preferred to your least preferred):
Answered: 11

Skipped: 11

Grid
Completion...

Green
Infrastructu...

Multimodal
Enhancements...

No Change

0

1

2

3

4

1
Grid Completion Alternative

Green Infrastructure Alternative

Multimodal Enhancements Alternative

No Change

5

2

6

7

3

8

9

4

10

Total

Score

33.33%
3

0.00%
0

66.67%
6

0.00%
0

9

2.67

40.00%
4

40.00%
4

20.00%
2

0.00%
0

10

3.20

36.36%
4

54.55%
6

9.09%
1

0.00%
0

11

3.27

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

11.11%
1

88.89%
8

9

1.11
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SurveyMonkey

Q20 When imaging the future of Sun Valley,
what are you most excited about?
Answered: 12

Skipped: 10

Better
multi-modal...
Job
opportunities
More
neighborhood...
New parks and
open space
A growing
residential...
Other (please
specify)
0%
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20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

Better multi-modal connections

75.00%

9

Job opportunities

16.67%

2

More neighborhood services

33.33%

4

New parks and open space

41.67%

5

A growing residential population

58.33%

7

Other (please specify)

8.33%

1

Total Respondents: 12

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

I see the potential for Sun Valley to be a vibrant neighborhood. More residential population, particularly including
market rate people, means money to be spent nearby on retail and restaurants, which is good for all income levels in

7/22/2016 6:21 PM

terms of having options nearby. Being better connected to downtown Denver is what will make the neighborhood
desirable as is Highlands. I strongly hope for high density buildings this close to the center of Denver and a light rail
stop..
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SurveyMonkey

Q21 Any additional comments:
Answered: 2

Skipped: 20

#

Responses

Date

1

There is a real lack of connectivity between Sun Valley/West Colfax/Villa Park and downtown Denver if you don't utilize
a car. Improving access to downtown and the C/D/E/F/H line light rail lines via improved bike paths would be fantastic.
An improved pedestrian experience would also help maintain character in the neighborhood.

7/25/2016 1:03 PM

2

I don't want to rate the above because I did not memorize which alternative was which.

7/22/2016 12:31 PM
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Stakeholder Workshop
Attachment H. Sun Valley Community Coalition Letter

Attachment A
13th Avenue Realignment Proposed Alternative
By the Sun Valley Community Coalition
This Proposed 13th Avenue Realignment Alternative is respectively presented to Public Works for
consideration. This represents the results of multiple community meetings in Sun Valley with residents,
business owners, nonprofits, and service providers who will be affected by this change. We present this
option as a solution that meets the project goals presented by the design team from Public Works (led by
Karen Good), promotes safety, especially for children and pedestrians, preserves the assets of our
neighborhood, and protects the property of our neighbors.

Executive Summary
Starting at 13th Avenue at the Platte River and heading West:
 13th Avenue is realigned to connect with W. Holden Pl. (See 1 on map) with a wide right of way
that includes street parking, wide sidewalks, tree lawns and/or bioswales, and a bike lane that
connects to 13th Ave. (see 4 on map);
 As traffic travels West through the realigned streets towards the heart of the neighborhood and
into the higher pedestrian zone, the right of way narrows (beginning at 2716 W. Holden Place to
Decatur, see 3 on map) to include two traffic lanes, street parking on both sides and a side walk,
using the narrowing of the right of way to slow traffic;
 The intersection of Decatur St. and W Holden Pl. (see 5 on map) remains misaligned or is
replaced with a well-designed mini roundabout, protecting the community assets that surround
this corner and ensuring safety for all users of this intersection;
 W. Holden Pl. between Decatur and Federal is expanded to include street parking on both sides,
tree lawns, and bioswales to capture the rain water that floods down this street during summer
thunderstorms and to bring a sense of continuity to the connection between the river and Federal;
and,
 13th Avenue between W. Holden and Decatur (see 2 on map) with bike lanes and street parking
on both sides as well as tree lawns and/or bioswales, providing connectivity for bicyclists and
pedestrians while separating them from the primary flow of traffic for safety.
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Proposed 13th Avenue Realignment Alternative
Overall Goals
 Ensure safety for all, especially children and pedestrians.
 Increase connectivity and create a high-impact corridor through Sun Valley.
 Increase parking to allow greater economic growth and development in this area and
accommodate the thousands of new residents that will be moving into the neighborhood in the
near future.
 Retain the economic drivers, assets, and community builders in the neighborhood.
 Minimize negative impacts to current property owners, especially in regards to property loss.
 Meet all goals of the design team for this project.

13th Avenue is realigned to connect with W. Holden Pl. (See 1 & 4 on map) with a wide right of

way that includes:
 two 10-11’ traffic lanes,
 8’wide street parking on both sides of the street,
 wide sidewalks,
 bike lanes that connect to 13th Ave, and
 tree lawns and/or bioswales which narrow as they approach the next section which begins at 2716
W. Holden Pl.
This achieves the following:
 Creates connectivity with a through street directly to Federal,
 Creates a high-impact “gateway” into the community,
 Increases pedestrain and bicycle safety by splitting the primary traffic route (Holden Pl)
and the primary bicycle and pedestrian route (13th Ave.),
 Extends the feel of the Riverfront park into the neighborhood by including tree lawns and
bioswales, thus drawing the landscaping into the neighborhood,
 A majority of this property is already slated for redevelopment and owned by Xcel
Energy and Denver Housing Authority, minimizing impact on the neighborhood
businesses, residences, and nonprofits.
We are concerned about the impact of the residential home indicated by the red oval on this map, and
would like to know the impact of the realignment on this property.

13th Ave. Realigned to connect with W. Holden Pl.
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As traffic travels West through the realigned streets towards the heart of the neighborhood
and into the higher pedestrian zone, the right of way narrows beginning at 2716 W. Holden
Place to Decatur (see 3 on map) to include:




Two 10’ traffic lanes,
8’ wide street parking on both sides of the street, and
Narrower, 4’sidewalk. (NO tree lawns/bioswales here!)
Similar to the image on the right with the above
dimensions.

This achieves the following:
 The narrowing of the right of way naturally slows traffic
as it approaches the intersection of W. Holden Pl. and
Decatur, improving safety for all users, especially
pedestrians, and encouraging travelers to engage with the
neighborhood, improving economic development
opportunities.
 Maintains current right of way size, minimizing the impact on neighborhood assets including the
Sun Valley Kitchen, Ink Monstr, the Sun Valley Youth Center, and numerous residents, while
still achieving the goals of the plan.
 Retains many of our community assets, including businesses that drive economic growth,
community building organizations, and the property of owner-occupant residents in the
neighborhood.
 Increases parking, providing for new residents and businesses and supporting the growth that will
be coming to the neighborhood.
 Widens the travel lanes, allowing two cars to pass by each other with ease and accommodating
larger vehicles safely.
 Maintains walkability, but is not the primary pedestrian zone as this is the primary traffic street.
 Decorative light posts with banners and hanging planters can extend the feel of vibrancy into this
area and create a sense of continuity with other sections of this street.
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The intersection of Decatur St. and W Holden Pl. (see 5 on map) remains offset or is
replaced with a well-designed mini roundabout. Both of these options protect the community

assets that surround this corner and ensure safety for all users of this intersection, while achieving
connectivity and the other goals of this project. The gains to be achieved from aligning W. Holden Pl.
through the Decatur intersection do not outweigh the expense of acquiring necessary property and the
subsequent loss of key community assets.
We are open to two options, with option 1 being preferred:
Option One: Intersection remains offset with a 4-way stop.
 The offset intersection slows traffic in this high pedestrian
zone, improving safety for pedestrians.
 Stopping traffic increases the visibility of businesses and
improves economic development.
 This is a familiar intersection: drivers and pedestrians
know how to use it.
Option Two: Appropriately and carefully designed mini
roundabout.
 A mini roundabout (which can be 45-90 feet wide) would
fit into the current right of way and prevent loss to all
properties on this corner (there is currently 57’ from edge
of sidewalk to edge of sidewalk at the shortest cross
section). Furthermore, with the design of the fence at
Decatur place, the roundabout could be extended up
to 10 feet into their property and only require them
to move their sign if an appropriate sized roundabout
for this intersection exceeds the 57’ currently
existing right of way.
 Roundabouts reduce traffic and pedestrian accidents
if they are well designed and properly slow traffic.
 We are interested in learning more about including
the following features in the mini roundabout to
address concerns:
o A fully traversable center circle to accommodate
the RTD busses (that travel through this
intersection every 5-10 minutes during the
weekdays) and other large vehicles, such as school busses.
o A pedestrian crossing (possibly similar to the HAWK
Beacons in Boulder) that stops traffic to address
reservations about safety for pedestrians, especially
children and people with vision impairments or mobility
limitation who need longer to cross the street.
o Profuse signage for drivers on how to navigate a mini
roundabout. Since this will be the first in the city and
therefore unfamiliar for most drivers, drivers will need to
learn how to use it. We would also be willing to host
training for residents on how to navigate the roundabout.
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The right of way on W. Holden Pl. between Decatur and Federal is wide, and can accommodate
more without affecting the neighborhood assets. We would like this area to include:
 Two 10-11’ traffic lanes,
 8’ street parking on both sides,
 Wide sidewalks on both sides, and
 Tree lawns and/or bioswales.

This achieves the following:
 Increases the sense of continuity to the connection between the river and Federal.
 Captures runoff that rushes down W. Holden and floods the intersection of W. Holden Pl. and
Decatur (locally known as the “Federal Flood”).
 Ensures pedestrian safety with sidewalks.

13th Avenue between Holden and Decatur (see 2 on map) includes:






Two 11’ travel lanes,
8’ street parking on both sides,
Two bike lanes,
tree lawns and/or bioswales, and
wide sidewalks on both sides.

This achieves the following:
 Providing a primary route for connectivity for bicyclists and
pedestrians while separating them from the primary flow of traffic
for improved safety.
 Directly and safely connecting cyclists from the Platte River and
13th to the Lakewood Gulch trail.
 Providing a route for semi-trucks to access businesses on the East
side of the river on 13th Avenue without having to traverse the
smaller and busier intersection at Decatur and W. Holden Pl.
 Extending the feel of the park between the river and the open
space at Lakewood Gulch.
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Additional Notes.
We are concerned about adding an RTD bus route to 13th Ave. on W. Holden Pl headed East from
Decatur which was pictured in the presentation at the Workshop. Because of the heavy rail traffic, this
would cause delay on the bus route and back up traffic. This would also increase bus traffic through our
neighborhood. Currently, the bus traffic is routed around the neighborhood, except for the Northwest and
Southwest corners, which serves us well.
During the winter, the section on W. Holden Pl. closest to Federal on the North side of the DHS Castro
Building is a hill and is in the shade. This section of road becomes hazardous with snow and ice, and the
13th Ave realignment will be channeling more traffic into this hazardous area.
W. Holden Pl. from Decatur to Federal is a bus route, and the current road is not holding up well to the
current traffic load. This project will be increasing the traffic on this street, and we hope this street will
be improved to handle the additional traffic as part of this project.

This proposal has been approved by unanimous vote of all present, including the Sun Valley
Community Coalition Executive Committee, at an open meeting held July 12, 2016. Eleven
Executive Committee members (7 present, 4 remote) and additional community and Sun Valley
Community Coalition members were present.
The Sun Valley Community Coalition Executive Committee includes:
 Jeanne Granville, President, Executive Director of Fresh Start Inc.
 Viviana Carbajal, Vice President, Resident on W. Holden Pl.
 Lisa Saenz, Treasurer, Resident
 Glenn Harper, Owner of Sun Valley Kitchen & Community Center, Resident
 Reed Silberman, Owner of Ink Monstr
 Kris Rollerson, Executive Director of the Sun Valley Youth Center
 Ona Crow, Program & Development Director at EarthLinks
 Shannon Cline, Property Manager of the DHA Sun Valley Homes
 James Salinas, Recreation Supervisor at Rude Park Recreation Center
 Alicia Svaldi, Owner of Ubuesque Theater [to be built]
 Judy Elliot, Youth Programs at Fairview Garden with Denver Urban Gardens
 Asnake Deferse, Resident
 Phil Kaspar, Property owner on W. 13th Ave.
Thank you for reviewing our proposal.
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Appendix E.
Sun Valley Community Coalition
Letter and Project Response

Attachment A
13th Avenue Realignment Proposed Alternative
By the Sun Valley Community Coalition
This Proposed 13th Avenue Realignment Alternative is respectively presented to Public Works for
consideration. This represents the results of multiple community meetings in Sun Valley with residents,
business owners, nonprofits, and service providers who will be affected by this change. We present this
option as a solution that meets the project goals presented by the design team from Public Works (led by
Karen Good), promotes safety, especially for children and pedestrians, preserves the assets of our
neighborhood, and protects the property of our neighbors.

Executive Summary
Starting at 13th Avenue at the Platte River and heading West:
 13th Avenue is realigned to connect with W. Holden Pl. (See 1 on map) with a wide right of way
that includes street parking, wide sidewalks, tree lawns and/or bioswales, and a bike lane that
connects to 13th Ave. (see 4 on map);
 As traffic travels West through the realigned streets towards the heart of the neighborhood and
into the higher pedestrian zone, the right of way narrows (beginning at 2716 W. Holden Place to
Decatur, see 3 on map) to include two traffic lanes, street parking on both sides and a side walk,
using the narrowing of the right of way to slow traffic;
 The intersection of Decatur St. and W Holden Pl. (see 5 on map) remains misaligned or is
replaced with a well-designed mini roundabout, protecting the community assets that surround
this corner and ensuring safety for all users of this intersection;
 W. Holden Pl. between Decatur and Federal is expanded to include street parking on both sides,
tree lawns, and bioswales to capture the rain water that floods down this street during summer
thunderstorms and to bring a sense of continuity to the connection between the river and Federal;
and,
 13th Avenue between W. Holden and Decatur (see 2 on map) with bike lanes and street parking
on both sides as well as tree lawns and/or bioswales, providing connectivity for bicyclists and
pedestrians while separating them from the primary flow of traffic for safety.
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Proposed 13th Avenue Realignment Alternative
Overall Goals
 Ensure safety for all, especially children and pedestrians.
 Increase connectivity and create a high-impact corridor through Sun Valley.
 Increase parking to allow greater economic growth and development in this area and
accommodate the thousands of new residents that will be moving into the neighborhood in the
near future.
 Retain the economic drivers, assets, and community builders in the neighborhood.
 Minimize negative impacts to current property owners, especially in regards to property loss.
 Meet all goals of the design team for this project.

13th Avenue is realigned to connect with W. Holden Pl. (See 1 & 4 on map) with a wide right of

way that includes:
 two 10-11’ traffic lanes,
 8’wide street parking on both sides of the street,
 wide sidewalks,
 bike lanes that connect to 13th Ave, and
 tree lawns and/or bioswales which narrow as they approach the next section which begins at 2716
W. Holden Pl.
This achieves the following:
 Creates connectivity with a through street directly to Federal,
 Creates a high-impact “gateway” into the community,
 Increases pedestrain and bicycle safety by splitting the primary traffic route (Holden Pl)
and the primary bicycle and pedestrian route (13th Ave.),
 Extends the feel of the Riverfront park into the neighborhood by including tree lawns and
bioswales, thus drawing the landscaping into the neighborhood,
 A majority of this property is already slated for redevelopment and owned by Xcel
Energy and Denver Housing Authority, minimizing impact on the neighborhood
businesses, residences, and nonprofits.
We are concerned about the impact of the residential home indicated by the red oval on this map, and
would like to know the impact of the realignment on this property.

13th Ave. Realigned to connect with W. Holden Pl.
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As traffic travels West through the realigned streets towards the heart of the neighborhood
and into the higher pedestrian zone, the right of way narrows beginning at 2716 W. Holden
Place to Decatur (see 3 on map) to include:




Two 10’ traffic lanes,
8’ wide street parking on both sides of the street, and
Narrower, 4’sidewalk. (NO tree lawns/bioswales here!)
Similar to the image on the right with the above
dimensions.

This achieves the following:
 The narrowing of the right of way naturally slows traffic
as it approaches the intersection of W. Holden Pl. and
Decatur, improving safety for all users, especially
pedestrians, and encouraging travelers to engage with the
neighborhood, improving economic development
opportunities.
 Maintains current right of way size, minimizing the impact on neighborhood assets including the
Sun Valley Kitchen, Ink Monstr, the Sun Valley Youth Center, and numerous residents, while
still achieving the goals of the plan.
 Retains many of our community assets, including businesses that drive economic growth,
community building organizations, and the property of owner-occupant residents in the
neighborhood.
 Increases parking, providing for new residents and businesses and supporting the growth that will
be coming to the neighborhood.
 Widens the travel lanes, allowing two cars to pass by each other with ease and accommodating
larger vehicles safely.
 Maintains walkability, but is not the primary pedestrian zone as this is the primary traffic street.
 Decorative light posts with banners and hanging planters can extend the feel of vibrancy into this
area and create a sense of continuity with other sections of this street.
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The intersection of Decatur St. and W Holden Pl. (see 5 on map) remains offset or is
replaced with a well-designed mini roundabout. Both of these options protect the community

assets that surround this corner and ensure safety for all users of this intersection, while achieving
connectivity and the other goals of this project. The gains to be achieved from aligning W. Holden Pl.
through the Decatur intersection do not outweigh the expense of acquiring necessary property and the
subsequent loss of key community assets.
We are open to two options, with option 1 being preferred:
Option One: Intersection remains offset with a 4-way stop.
 The offset intersection slows traffic in this high pedestrian
zone, improving safety for pedestrians.
 Stopping traffic increases the visibility of businesses and
improves economic development.
 This is a familiar intersection: drivers and pedestrians
know how to use it.
Option Two: Appropriately and carefully designed mini
roundabout.
 A mini roundabout (which can be 45-90 feet wide) would
fit into the current right of way and prevent loss to all
properties on this corner (there is currently 57’ from edge
of sidewalk to edge of sidewalk at the shortest cross
section). Furthermore, with the design of the fence at
Decatur place, the roundabout could be extended up
to 10 feet into their property and only require them
to move their sign if an appropriate sized roundabout
for this intersection exceeds the 57’ currently
existing right of way.
 Roundabouts reduce traffic and pedestrian accidents
if they are well designed and properly slow traffic.
 We are interested in learning more about including
the following features in the mini roundabout to
address concerns:
o A fully traversable center circle to accommodate
the RTD busses (that travel through this
intersection every 5-10 minutes during the
weekdays) and other large vehicles, such as school busses.
o A pedestrian crossing (possibly similar to the HAWK
Beacons in Boulder) that stops traffic to address
reservations about safety for pedestrians, especially
children and people with vision impairments or mobility
limitation who need longer to cross the street.
o Profuse signage for drivers on how to navigate a mini
roundabout. Since this will be the first in the city and
therefore unfamiliar for most drivers, drivers will need to
learn how to use it. We would also be willing to host
training for residents on how to navigate the roundabout.
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The right of way on W. Holden Pl. between Decatur and Federal is wide, and can accommodate
more without affecting the neighborhood assets. We would like this area to include:
 Two 10-11’ traffic lanes,
 8’ street parking on both sides,
 Wide sidewalks on both sides, and
 Tree lawns and/or bioswales.

This achieves the following:
 Increases the sense of continuity to the connection between the river and Federal.
 Captures runoff that rushes down W. Holden and floods the intersection of W. Holden Pl. and
Decatur (locally known as the “Federal Flood”).
 Ensures pedestrian safety with sidewalks.

13th Avenue between Holden and Decatur (see 2 on map) includes:






Two 11’ travel lanes,
8’ street parking on both sides,
Two bike lanes,
tree lawns and/or bioswales, and
wide sidewalks on both sides.

This achieves the following:
 Providing a primary route for connectivity for bicyclists and
pedestrians while separating them from the primary flow of traffic
for improved safety.
 Directly and safely connecting cyclists from the Platte River and
13th to the Lakewood Gulch trail.
 Providing a route for semi-trucks to access businesses on the East
side of the river on 13th Avenue without having to traverse the
smaller and busier intersection at Decatur and W. Holden Pl.
 Extending the feel of the park between the river and the open
space at Lakewood Gulch.
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Additional Notes.
We are concerned about adding an RTD bus route to 13th Ave. on W. Holden Pl headed East from
Decatur which was pictured in the presentation at the Workshop. Because of the heavy rail traffic, this
would cause delay on the bus route and back up traffic. This would also increase bus traffic through our
neighborhood. Currently, the bus traffic is routed around the neighborhood, except for the Northwest and
Southwest corners, which serves us well.
During the winter, the section on W. Holden Pl. closest to Federal on the North side of the DHS Castro
Building is a hill and is in the shade. This section of road becomes hazardous with snow and ice, and the
13th Ave realignment will be channeling more traffic into this hazardous area.
W. Holden Pl. from Decatur to Federal is a bus route, and the current road is not holding up well to the
current traffic load. This project will be increasing the traffic on this street, and we hope this street will
be improved to handle the additional traffic as part of this project.

This proposal has been approved by unanimous vote of all present, including the Sun Valley
Community Coalition Executive Committee, at an open meeting held July 12, 2016. Eleven
Executive Committee members (7 present, 4 remote) and additional community and Sun Valley
Community Coalition members were present.
The Sun Valley Community Coalition Executive Committee includes:
 Jeanne Granville, President, Executive Director of Fresh Start Inc.
 Viviana Carbajal, Vice President, Resident on W. Holden Pl.
 Lisa Saenz, Treasurer, Resident
 Glenn Harper, Owner of Sun Valley Kitchen & Community Center, Resident
 Reed Silberman, Owner of Ink Monstr
 Kris Rollerson, Executive Director of the Sun Valley Youth Center
 Ona Crow, Program & Development Director at EarthLinks
 Shannon Cline, Property Manager of the DHA Sun Valley Homes
 James Salinas, Recreation Supervisor at Rude Park Recreation Center
 Alicia Svaldi, Owner of Ubuesque Theater [to be built]
 Judy Elliot, Youth Programs at Fairview Garden with Denver Urban Gardens
 Asnake Deferse, Resident
 Phil Kaspar, Property owner on W. 13th Ave.
Thank you for reviewing our proposal.
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Appendix F.
September 2016 Stakeholder Workshop
Materials and Summary

Stakeholder Workshop #2 Summary
Overview
A stakeholder workshop for the 13th Avenue Realignment Study was held on Tuesday, September 13,
2016, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Fairview Elementary School. There were two main components to
the meeting: a brief presentation and breakout sessions.
The primary purposes of the meeting were to:



Report back to the stakeholders how the project team has refined the preliminary alternatives
based on input from the community
Solicit input from stakeholders on the advanced alternative, and discuss the design options for
the Holden Place and Decatur Street intersection

Thirty-five people signed-in (the sign-in sheets are included in Attachment A). The majority of the
stakeholders were actively engaged and stayed for the entire meeting to participate in the breakout
sessions and speak with the project team members as well as other stakeholders.
Advertisement and Outreach
The stakeholder workshop #2 flyer (included as
Attachment B) was used to advertise the event. The
flyer included information in English, Spanish,
Vietnamese, and Somali.
The flyer was distributed the following ways:






Mailed to property owners in the study area
Posted on the City and County of Denver’s
website for the project
Sent directly to Registered Neighborhood Organization (RNO) leaders, local nonprofit leaders,
key property owners and community activists
Posted in key areas such as the Sun Valley Kitchen and delivered to Decatur Place, daycare,
youth center, and other nonprofits in the area
Follow-up reminder email to contact list

Presentation
Karen Good, from the City and County of Denver, began the presentation and gave a brief overview of
the last ten years of progress in the Sun Valley neighborhood. She emphasized that the previous plans
identified the need for greater connectivity to/from and within the neighborhood. Meredith Wenskoski,
Livable Cities Studio, Inc., reminded the attendees that the Sun Valley Master Plan focused on safe
streets with green infrastructure such as bioswales. The Sun Valley EcoDistrict is working towards
implementing the Master Plan and the realignment of 13th Avenue influences this implementation.
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Jenny Young, Felsburg Holt and Ullevig, explained the project process, the tier 1 evaluation outcomes,
and summarized what the project team has heard from the community so far. She showed how these
comments align with the project objectives. Jenny then presented the advanced alternative and
reviewed the key design elements of the alternative.
The presentation boards are available as Attachment C.
Breakout Sessions
Meeting attendees were encouraged to participate
in the breakout discussions, held at two separate
tables. One table focused on the design of the
Holden Place and Decatur Street intersection. The
other table focused on the design elements of the
realignment along 13th Avenue and Holden Place.
The base maps at each of the tables are attached as
Attachment D. Attendees verbalized comments as
well as placed sticky notes with comments directly
on the base maps.
Design Elements
The design elements base map identified the key elements, including:
o
o
o

Alternating bioswales and parking on 13th Avenue, Holden Place (from Federal Boulevard to the
South Platte River), and Riverfront Drive
Two-way cycle track on 13th Avenue from the Lakewood Gulch Trail to the realigned 13th Avenue
Enhanced sidewalks

The following summarizes the comments received at the design elements table:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

The section of Holden Place from Decatur Street to Federal Boulevard is shaded and becomes
icy. How will the bioswales mitigate and manage the stormwater?
The turning radius of the off-street path in Lakewood Gulch will need to accommodate cyclists
What bike facilities will be on Decatur Street to connect to 10th Avenue?
Will two travel lanes be sufficient for the future land uses and densities?
The cycle track should be delineated in some way from the sidewalk (raised, different color, etc.)
Concerns of bioswales ‘hiding’ businesses and storefronts
Driveway access will need to be individually look at and accommodated
The westbound right-turn for cyclists onto the cycle track will need to be looked at carefully
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o
o
o

Can bikes continue on 13th Avenue across the South Platte River bridge? What bike facilities will
be provided there?
If buses are routed on 13th Avenue or Holden Place, stops will need concrete pads
How will the realignment change truck traffic?

Holden Place and Decatur Street Intersection
The Holden Place and Decatur Street intersection base map compared two intersection alternatives: a
western realignment of the intersection and the mini-roundabout configuration.
The following summarizes the comments received about the roundabout:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

How will the overhead powerlines be impacted by a roundabout?
Roundabouts are too dangerous for kids
Drivers may ignore the center island or the roundabout all together and make unsafe turns
Roundabouts can be confusing (for cars, pedestrians, bikes)
Sun Valley Kitchen is so much more than a building; it respects our community diversity and
shouldn’t be impacted
Roundabout only considered due to less property impacts
Cars will slow down as they approach the roundabout
Roundabouts are tricky for large vehicles
Benefit of roundabout to pedestrians (Colorado Mills example)
Widen the street to the west so the street doesn’t take away Sun Valley Kitchen

The following summarizes the comments received about the western aligned intersection:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Safer for kids
We shouldn’t have a problem replacing 14 parking spaces
If Mercy loses parking, where will it be made up?
This intersection should be a traffic signal
How does this alignment impact firetruck access? (through Mercy’s property)
The youth do not want the Sun Valley Kitchen building knocked down
Add flashing lights for pedestrians
This option seems more pedestrian friendly
Sun Valley Kitchen honors strengths of our community; it is a home for people that haven’t had
a home
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Additional Comments
Workshop attendees provided additional written comments; these comment cards are included in
Attachment E. Community leaders also provided a copy of a petition advocating to not impact the Sun
Valley Kitchen and Community Center. The petition contains 119 signatures from youth and adults who
live or work in the community who support the realignment of Holden Place and Decatur Street
intersection to the west. The petition is included as Attachment F.
Additional comment cards were received after the workshop. The comments received were consistent
with the feedback at the workshop; the community prefers the western alignment of the Holden Place
and Decatur Street intersection. These comment cards are included as Attachment G.
Next Steps
Workshop attendees were encouraged to spread the word about the project to other community
members. Comment cards were left with community leaders for distribution and a comment card is
available on the project’s website.
A public meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, November 15th, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The
purpose of the meeting is to review and discuss the preferred alternative.
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Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment A. Sign-in Sheet

Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment B. Meeting Flyer

W 13th Realignment

Study

www.denvergov.org/w13thave

STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP #2
The Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan identifies W. 13th Avenue as a transformative project to better connect Sun
Valley, the Decatur-Federal Station, adjacent neighborhoods and downtown. The project team has been studying the
technical feasibility of W. 13th Avenue realignment alternatives and is working towards a preferred alternative.

Please come to provide input and help advance the project!
Tuesday, September 13, 2016 Locatio
Cha
n
nge
5:00-6:30 PM
Fairview Elementary
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Snacks will be provided.

A sign language interpreter, open captioning via Communication Access
Realtime Translation (CART), or an assistive listening device for sound
amplification provided upon request with a three (3) business day notice.
Contact SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Spanish interpretation will be provided. Additional interpretation
services provided upon request with a three (3) business day notice.
Contact Karen Good at 720.865.3162 or karen.good@denvergov.org.

A recap of the first Stakeholder Workshop will be shared. If you are unable to attend, please visit the project website
(www.denvergov.org/w13thave) for more information.
FELSBURG
H O LT &
ULLE VI G

Taller de partidos interesados N.° 2

HỘI THẢO CÁC BÊN LIÊN QUAN #2

Aqoon Isweedaarsiga Daneeye Yaasha #2

El Plan Decatur-Federal Station Area identifica a la
W. 13th Avenue como un proyecto de
transformación que permitirá conectar mejor Sun
Valley, Decatur-Federal Station, los vecindarios
adyacentes y el centro de la ciudad. El equipo del
proyecto ha analizado la viabilidad técnica de las
alternativas de realineamiento de la W 13th Avenue
y está trabajando para identificar la alternativa
preferida.
¡Lo invitamos a que exprese su opinión y nos ayude a
implementar el proyecto!

Quy Hoạch Khu Vực Trạm Xe Liên Bang Decatur xác
định W. 13th Avenue (Đại Lộ 13 Phía Tây) là một dự
án chuyển đổi nhằm kết nối tốt hơn vực Sun Valley,
Trạm Xe Liên Bang Decatur, các khu phố lân cận và
trung tâm thành phố. Nhóm phụ trách dự án đang
nghiên cứu tính khả thi về mặt kỹ thuật của các
phương án thay thế cho việc bố trí lại tuyến W. 13th
Avenue và nỗ lực đưa ra một phương án tối ưu.
Mời quý vị đến tham gia đóng góp ý kiến và giúp
đưa ra đề xuất cho dự án này!

Qorshaha Aagga Decatur-Federal Station waxay u
aqoonsataa W. 13th Avenue. sidii mashruuc isbeddel
leh oo si wanaagsan loogu xiro Sun Valley,
Decatur-Federal Station, xaafadaha deriska ah iyo
magaalada hoose. Kooxda mashruuca waxay
baranayeen suurtogalka farsameed ee W. 13th
Avenue bbeddelaadaha dib u abaabulka oo wuxuu
ka shaqaynayaa dhinacyada beddelaadaha la
doorbiday.
Fadlan kaalay si aad u bixiso rayi ku biirin iyo caawino
mashruuca ka hor!

Martes, 13 de septiembre de 2016
5:00-6:30 p.m.
Fairview Elementary
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Se ofrecerán bocadillos.
Se proporcionará un intérprete de lengua de señas,
subtitulado abierto a través de Communication
Access Realtime Translation (CART) o un dispositivo
amplificador del sonido para la audición asistida si se
los solicita con tres (3) días hábiles de anticipación.
Comuníquese con
SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Se ofrecerá interpretación al español. Se dispondrá
de otros servicios de interpretación si se los solicita
con tres (3) días hábiles de anticipación.
Comuníquese con Karen Good al 720.865.3162 o
en karen.good@denvergov.org.
Se presentará un resumen del primer Taller para
Grupos de Interesados. Si no puede asistir, visite el
sitio web del proyecto
(www.denvergov.org/w13thave) para informarse
mejor.

Thứ Ba, ngày 13 tháng 9 năm 2016
5:00-6:30 tối
Fairview Elementary
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Sẽ có phục vụ đồ ăn nhẹ.
Một thông dịch viên ngôn ngữ ký hiệu, phụ đề mở
thông qua hệ thống biên dịch theo thời gian thực
(Communication Access Realtime Translation - CART)
hoặc một thiết bị hỗ trợ nghe giúp khuếch đại âm
thanh sẽ được cung cấp theo yêu cầu bằng thông báo
trước ba (3) ngày làm việc. Liên hệ
SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Thông dịch Tiếng Tây Ban Nha sẽ được cung cấp.
Các dịch vụ thông dịch bổ sung khác sẽ được cung
cấp theo yêu cầu bằng thông báo trước ba (3) ngày
làm việc. Liên hệ Karen Good theo số
720.865.3162 hoặc karen.good@denvergov.org.
Chúng tôi sẽ chia sẻ bản tóm tắt của Buổi Hội Thảo
Các Bên Liên Quan tổ chức lần thứ nhất cho quý vị.
Nếu quý vị không thể tham dự buổi hội thảo này, vui
lòng truy cập trang web của dự án
(www.denvergov.org/w13thave) để biết thêm thông
tin.

talaado, Sebtambar 13, 2016
5:00-6:30 Fiidnimo
Dugsiga hoose ee Fairview
2715 jidla. 11th W, Denver, CO 80204
Cuntooyinka fudud waa la bixinayaa

Turjubaanka aastaanta luuqadda, sharaxaad furan ee
dhinaca Helitaanka Xiriirka ee Fasiraada Waqtiga
dhabta ah (Communication Access Realtime
Translation) (CART), ama qalabka caawinta
dhegeysiga ee weynenyta codka ee lagu bixiyo marka
la codsado ogeysiiska saddax (3) maalmood oo shaqo,
La xiriir SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Turjumaada Isbaanishka waa la bixinayaa. Adeeg
turjumaad oo dheeraad ah oo lagu bixiyo codsi leh
ogeysiis saddex (3) maalmood oo shaqo. Kala xiriir
Karen Good lambarkan 720.865.3162 ama
karen.good@denvergov.org.
Soo kabida Aqoon is weedaarsiga Daneeyayaasha
waa lagula wadaagayaa. Haddii aysan kuu
suurtogaleynin in aad ka qeybgashid, fadlan booqo
websaydka mashruuca
(www.denvergov.org/w13thave) wixii macluumad
dheeraada ah.

Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment C. Presentation Boards

Welcome!
Realignment
Study
th
W 13
Stakeholder
Workshop #2
We are pleased you are here to help advance the study,
and we are eager to hear your ideas.

How to get the most out of this workshop:
· Listen to the brief presentation at 5:00PM and ask questions
· Participate in the roundtable discussions to help us understand your
priorities
· Complete a comment sheet and place it in the drop box
· Talk with the project team to learn more and share your ideas
· Provide your input on the project website:
www.denvergov.org/w13thave
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13th Avenue: A Transformative Project
The realignment of 13th Avenue was identified in the Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan as a
transformative project to improve connectivity in Sun Valley.

overview
13th Avenue will be a major east-west connection linking
Sun Valley to Downtown Denver across the South Platte
River.
The realignment will provide greater access and
connectivity to a number of key assets, including Auraria
Campus, Metro State Recreation Fields, Rude
Recreational Center, and the La Alma/Lincoln Park
neighborhood.
As a major connection across downtown, 13th Avenue will
include a robust multi-modal facility for pedestrians and
bikers, as well as higher density development and
connection to a new riverfront park.

recommendations
• Realign 13th Avenue west of river to connect Federal
Boulevard directly to downtown
• Enhance bike and pedestrian connections along 13th Avenue
• Celebrate the South Platte River Crossing by creating a
gateway
• Encourage active uses along the street and higher density
mixed use to spur reinvestment
• Connect 13th Avenue to new riverfront drive, park and trails
• Evaluate impacts of realignment on BNSF freight line
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES...
Connect Sun Valley to 1
Downtown and surrounding
neighborhoods
Provide safe and convenient 2
routes/facilities for all modes
Extend a gridded street network 3
to support community vitality
Enhance 13th Avenue and Holden 4
Place as green connections to
parks and trails
Create a street network that 5
supports economic development

WHAT WE'VE HEARD...
Ensure safety for all, especially children and
pedestrians 2
Increase connectivity and create a high-impact
corridor through Sun Valley 1 3
Minimize negative impacts to current property
owners, especially regarding property loss 3
The design of the Holden Place and Decatur
Street intersection protects the community assets
that surround the intersection 3 5
The design of the Holden Place and Decatur
Street intersection ensures safety for all users

2

13th Avenue should be the primary east/west
bike route 1 2 4
On-street parking should be maximized

5

Would like to see the removal of industrial uses
and the increase in trees and plants 4
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DRAFT VIEW OF HOLDEN PLACE
(LOOKING EAST)
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DRAFT VIEW OF 13TH AVENUE
(LOOKING EAST)
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W 13th Realignment

Study

13th Avenue, 73'
(Looking east)

DRAFT CROSS SECTIONS
Holden Place, 63'
(Looking east)
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H O LT &
ULLE VI G

Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment D. Base Maps

Option A: Mini-Roundabout
Buses would turn over top
painted center

Property Impact

Option B: Intersection Realigned to the West
Minor property
impacts but no
impact to structures

Building impact

Intersection realigned
to the west

10' sidewalk to safely
accommodate bike/peds

Assumes all-way stop control

Impacts to parking
Traditional intersection to
improve pedestrian safety

SEE INSETS

W 13

th Realignment Study

DRAFT HOLDEN PLACE AND DECATUR STREET INTERSECTION
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Enhanced sidewalks
Continuous street design from Federal Blvd.
to S. Platte River

IL

Two-way cycle track on 13th Avenue
K
LA

EW

D
O
O

LCH T R
GU

A

Direct bike/ped connection
to Lakewood Gulch Trail
Two-way cycle track on 13th Avenue

Direct bike/ped
connection to
S. Platte
River Trail

AIL
ER TR
V
I
R
ATTE
S. PL

Alternating bioswales and parking

DECATUR STREET

KEY ELEMENTS:

Assumes 13' of additional ROW
from north side properties

Assumes all-way stop control
New gateway into
neighborhood

Continuous green infrastructure
from Federal Boulevard to
S. Platte River

On-street parking on
both sides to support
businesses

Bioswales to
manage stormwater
on both sides

W 13

ROW for realignment
to be coordinated
with Sun Valley
EcoDistrict

HOLDEN PLACE

REFER TO
INTERSECTION
DRAWINGS

th Realignment Study

Assumes all-way stop control

Pedestrian safety:
7' sidewalk and
tree lawn on both
sides
Assumes 3' of
additional ROW from
south side properties

Assumes all-way stop control

DRIVE
T
N
FRO
R
E
RIV

FEDERAL BLVD

13TH AVENUE

DRAFT 13TH AVENUE AND HOLDEN PLACE CORRIDORS
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Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment E. Comment Cards

Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment F. Intersection Alignment Petition

Stakeholder Workshop #2
Attachment G. Additional Comment Cards Received After Workshop

W 13th Realignment

Study

Comment Sheet

Please share your additional comments about the study:
> Please align W. Holden Pl on the West side of Decatur. This will take parking from Decatur Place, but preserve the Sun
Valley Kitchen, which is a community asset. Would it be possible for Decatur Place to partner with DHS for additional
overnight and weekend parking for residents as the residents are away during the business day when DHS needs the parking,
and DHS does not need the parking when the residents do.
>Please include bioswales, parking and bike lanes on 13th Ave. Take extra land from the North side to preserve the numerous
properties on the south side, again, only impacting parking at this point in time.
Thank you for listening to our community and for protecting our important community assets! And thank you for making our
neighborhood a better place!
As always, feel free to contact me for any reason.
Ona Crow, EarthLinks
303.389.0085 ona@earthlinks-colorado.org

Submit Comment

Appendix G.
November 2016 Public Meeting
Materials and Summary

Open House Summary
Overview
A public open house for the 13th Avenue Realignment Study was held on Tuesday, November 15, 2016,
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Fairview Elementary School. There were two main components to the
meeting: a brief presentation (with time for questions and answers) and an open house. The primary
purpose of the meeting was to present the preferred alternative and solicit input from the community.
Twenty-seven people signed-in (the sign-in sheets are included in Attachment A) and many more
attended without signing in. The majority of the attendees were actively engaged and discussed the
preferred alternative with the project team members and each other.
Advertisement and Outreach
The open house flyer (included as Attachment B) was
used to advertise the event. The flyer included
information in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, and
Somali.
The flyer was distributed the following ways:
o

o
o
o
o

Mailed to Registered Neighborhood
Organization (RNO) leaders, local nonprofit
leaders, adjacent property owners and community activists
Posted on the City and County of Denver’s website and calendar
Distributed through student folders at Fairview Elementary School
Distributed by RNO and community leaders to others in the community
Emailed to project contact list

Presentation and Discussion
Karen Good, from the City and County of Denver, began the presentation and gave an overview of the
preferred alternative. Karen explained that this plan is one step of many needed to complete the
project. Jenny Young, Felsburg Holt and Ullevig, described the various elements of the preferred
alternative. The group discussed possible funding opportunities, including the 2017 GO Bond.
The community members in attendance expressed strong support for the Preferred Alternative. Jeanne
Granville, president of the RNO, thanked the project team for facilitating an inclusive process and
working to ensure that the final recommendation reflected the community’s values.
The presentation boards are available as Attachment C.

1

Base Map of the Preferred Alternative
Meeting attendees were encouraged to look at the base map of the preferred alternative layout. The
base maps is attached as Attachment D.
The base map identified the key elements, including:
o
o
o
o

Alternating bioswales and parking on 13th Avenue, Holden Place (from Federal Boulevard to the
South Platte River), and Riverfront Drive
Two-way bikeway on the north side of 13th Avenue from the Lakewood Gulch Trail to the
realigned 13th Avenue
Enhanced sidewalks with connections to parking
The western realignment of the Holden Place and Decatur Street intersection

Next Steps
It was communicated that this project identified the following:
o
o
o
o
o

Roadway alignment
Roadway elements to be included (such as stormwater bumpouts, parking, sidewalks, treelawn,
and bikeway)
Intersection type at Holden Place and Decatur Street
Realignment of Holden Place west of Decatur Street
Bikeway on 13th Avenue

It was also communicated that the following will be further evaluated and refined in final design:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Access to properties
Traffic control at intersection
Configuration of the bikeway
Number and length of stormwater bumpouts
Street parking
Property impacts

Open house attendees were encouraged to stay engaged in the project development process and to
spread the word about the project to other community members.

2

Open House #2 | November 15, 2016
Attachment A. Open House Sign-in Sheet

Open House #2 | November 15, 2016
Attachment B. Open House Flyer

W 13th Realignment

Study

www.denvergov.org/w13thave

OPEN HOUSE
The Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan identifies W. 13th Avenue as a transformative project to better connect Sun
Valley, the Decatur-Federal Station, adjacent neighborhoods and downtown. The project team has been studying
the technical feasibility of realigning W. 13th Avenue and has developed a preferred alternative.

Please come to review and provide comments on the preferred alternative!
Tuesday, November 15, 2016
5:30-7:00 PM
Fairview Elementary
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Snacks will be provided.

A sign language interpreter, open captioning via Communication Access
Realtime Translation (CART), or an assistive listening device for sound
amplification provided upon request with a three (3) business day notice.
Contact SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Spanish interpretation will be provided. Additional interpretation
services provided upon request with a three (3) business day notice.
Contact Karen Good at 720.865.3162 or karen.good@denvergov.org.

If you are unable to attend, please visit the project website (www.denvergov.org/w13thave) for more information.
All public meeting materials will be posted after the meeting.
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CASA ABIERTA
El Plan de Área de la Estación Dactur-Federal
(Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan) identifica a W.
13th Avenue como un proyecto transformador para
conectar de mejor forma a Sun Valley, la estación
Decatur-Federal, y los vecindarios aledaños y el
centro. El equipo del proyecto ha estado estudiando
la viabilidad técnica de realinear W. 13th Avenue y
ha desarrollado una alternativa preferente.
Por favor, ¡venga a revisar la alternativa preferente
y a hacer comentarios sobre la misma!

Martes, 15 de noviembre de 2016
5:00-6:30 p.m.
Fairview Elementary
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Se otorgarán refrigerios.
Si se solicita con tres (3) días hábiles de anticipación,
se ofrecerá el servicio de intérprete de lenguaje de
señas, de subtitulaje abierto a través de Acceso a la
Comunicación por Traducción en Tiempo Real
(Communication Access Realtime Translation, CART),
o de dispositivos auditivos para la amplificación de
sonido.
Contacte a SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Se ofrecerá el servicio de interpretación en español.
Si se solicita con tres (3) días hábiles de anticipación,
se ofrecerán servicios adicionales de interpretación.
Contacte a Karen Good al 720.865.3162 o
karen.good@denvergov.org.
Si no puede asistir, por favor visite el sitio web del
proyecto (www.denvergov.org/w13thave) para
mayor información. Todos los materiales de la
reunión pública se publicarán después de la misma.

SỰ KIỆN THAM GIA TỰ DO
Quy hoạch Khu Vực Trạm Xe Liên Bang Decatur xác
định W. 13th Avenue là một dự án chuyển đổi nhằm
kết nối tốt hơn giữa Sun Valley, Trạm Xe Liên Bang
Decatur, các khu phố lân cận và trung tâm thành
phố. Nhóm dự án đã nghiên cứu tính khả thi về mặt
kỹ thuật trong việc điều chỉnh lại W. 13th Avenue và
đã xây dựng một phương án lựa chọn ưu tiên.
Xin vui lòng đến xem xét và đưa ra những góp ý về
phương án lựa chọn ưu tiên này!

Thứ Ba, ngày 15 tháng 11 năm 2016
5:30-7:00 PM
Fairview Elementary
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Quý vị sẽ được phục vụ đồ ăn nhẹ.
Phiên dịch ngôn ngữ ký hiệu, phụ đề mở qua Hệ
thống Biên dịch theo Thời gian thực (CART), hoặc
thiết bị nghe hỗ trợ để khuếch đại âm thanh được
cung cấp theo yêu cầu nếu thông báo trước ba (3)
ngày làm việc. Xin vui lòng liên hệ
SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Thông dịch tiếng Tây Ban Nha sẽ được cung cấp.
Các dịch vụ thông dịch khác được cung cấp theo yêu
cầu nếu thông báo trước ba (3) ngày làm việc. Xin vui
lòng liên hệ Karen Good theo số 720.865.3162
hoặc karen.good@denvergov.org.
Nếu quý vị không thể tham dự, xin vui lòng truy cập
trang web dự án (www.denvergov.org/w13thave) để
biết thêm thông tin. Mọi tài liệu họp công khai sẽ
được đăng lên sau cuộc họp.

GURIGA FURAN
Qorshaha Aaga Saldhiga Faderaalka Decatur wuxuu
u aqoonsadaa W. 13th Avenue sidii mashruuc badel
keenaya si markaas si wanaagsan loogu xiro Sun
Valley, Saldhiga Faderaalka Decatur, xaafadaha ku
dhegan iyo suuqa hoose. Kooxda mashruuca waxay
daraasad ku samaynayeen hufnaanta farsamadeed si
dib loogu habbeeyo W. 13th Avenue iyo oo waxay
horumariyeen badel la doorbiday.
Fadlan kaalay si aad dib u eegto oo sheeg
faallooyinka badelka la doorbiday!

Tallaadada, Nofeembar 15, 2016
5:30-7:00 PM
Dugsiga hoose Fairview
2715 W. 11th Ave, Denver, CO 80204
Cuntooyin fudud waa la bixinayaa.
Turjubaanka luuqada aastaanta ee dhegoolaha,
muuqaalka la wada arkayo iyaddoo la aseegsanayos
Helitaanka Turjubaanka Isgaarsiinta Waqtiga saxda
ah (CART), ama qalabka caawinimada maqalka ee
sameecada dhawaqa ee lagu bixiyay codsiga iyo
ogeysiin sadex (3) maalmood oo ganacsi. La xiriir
SignLanguageServices@denvergov.org.
Turjubaanka Isbaanishka waa la bixinayaa.
Adeegyada turjubaanka ee dheeraadka ah waxaa
lagu bixiyaa ogaysiis codsiga leh sadex (3) maalmood
oo ganacsi. Kala xiriir Karen Good 720.865.3162
ama karen.good@denvergov.org.
Haddii aysan kuu suurtogaleynin inaad ka qeyb
qaadatid, fadlan booqo websaydka mashruuca
(www.denvergov.org/w13thave) wixii warbixin
dheeraad ah. Dhammaan aqabyada kulanka waxaa
la soo dhigayaa kulanka ka dib.

Open House #2 | November 15, 2016
Attachment C. Presentation Boards

Welcome!
Realignment
Study
th
W 13
Open House
We are pleased you are here to learn more about the study,
and we are eager to hear your ideas.

How to get the most out of the open house:
· Review each display and talk with our staff to learn more and share
your ideas
· Listen to the brief presentation at 6:00PM and ask questions
· Complete a comment sheet and place it in the drop box
· Provide your contact information to stay informed of future project
phases!
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13th Avenue: A Transformative Project
The realignment of 13th Avenue was identified in the Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan as a
transformative project to improve connectivity in Sun Valley.

overview
13th Avenue will be a major east-west connection linking
Sun Valley to Downtown Denver across the South Platte
River.
The realignment will provide greater access and
connectivity to a number of key assets, including Auraria
Campus, Metro State Recreation Fields, Rude
Recreational Center, and the La Alma/Lincoln Park
neighborhood.
As a major connection across downtown, 13th Avenue will
include a robust multi-modal facility for pedestrians and
bikers, as well as higher density development and
connection to a new riverfront park.

recommendations
• Realign 13th Avenue west of river to connect Federal
Boulevard directly to downtown
• Enhance bike and pedestrian connections along 13th Avenue
• Celebrate the South Platte River Crossing by creating a
gateway
• Encourage active uses along the street and higher density
mixed use to spur reinvestment
• Connect 13th Avenue to new riverfront drive, park and trails
• Evaluate impacts of realignment on BNSF freight line
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IN SUN VALLEY, HOW IMPORTANT
DO YOU FEEL IT IS TO: VERY UNIMPORTANT

Improve access
to public transit
Provide better
walking connections
Provide better
biking connections
Keep on-street parking
on W. 13th Ave. and
W. Holden Pl.
Have safe
streets with
slow speeds
Have safe streets
with separate spaces
for different users
(walk, bike, car)
Make improvements
that attract residents
and businesses
Limit land impacts
to businesses
and homes
Keep the
existing character
Other:
Please add other values

COMMUNITY VALUES
UNIMPORTANT

NEUTRAL

IMPORTANT

VERY IMPORTANT
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13th Avenue, 73'
(Looking east)

DRAFT CROSS SECTIONS
Holden Place, 63'
(Looking east)
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DRAFT VIEW OF HOLDEN PLACE
(LOOKING EAST)
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DRAFT VIEW OF 13TH AVENUE
(LOOKING EAST)
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STORMWATER PLANTERS
CONCEPTUAL RENDERING OF PROPOSED DHA HOUSING
WHAT KIND OF PLANTS WILL BE IN THE

WHAT IS A 'BUMPOUT STORMWATER
PLANTER'? HOW DOES IT WORK?
Streets not only carry cars from one place to another
but they also help carry stormwater (or the rainwater
from a storm) when it rains. On a regular street,
stormwater fills up the gutters and the water goes
down a drain and into pipes. These pipes either lead
to a facility where the water is treated or directly into
our lakes and rivers. The problem is that stormwater
can be dirty, picking up chemicals and trash from the
street, and this can negatively effect streams, rivers,
and wildlife.
A bumpout stormwater planter is a basic way to help
clean stormwater using plants and soils before
stormwater drains into streams and rivers. Here's how
they work:
• Stormwater fills the gutter and instead of going
down a drain, it enters the stormwater planter
through inlets.
• The planter fills with water and native plants begin
to absorb the water. Through this process, the
plants remove many of the chemicals that make the
water unsafe. The soils also minimize harsh toxins.

WHAT KIND OF PLANTS WILL BE IN THE PLANTERS?

• As the water slowly drains, the water is cleaner
and the plants are watered.

SO WHY DO THE PLANTERS LOOK THE
WAY THEY DO?

Camassia leichtlinii
'Blue Danube'

Helianthus
maximiliana
'Dakota Sunshine'

Anaphalis
margaritacaea
'Western Pearly
Everlasting'

Liatris ligulistylis
'Rocky Mountain
Gayfeather'

Calamagrostis x
acutiflora 'Karl
Foerster'

Amorpha
canescens
'Leadplant'

Monarda
bradburiana 'Wild
Bergamot'

Panicum virgatum
Sporobolus
'Northwind'
heterolepis 'Prairie
Dropseed'

The project recommends using a handful of parking
spaces to help us manage stormwater. To fit these
planters in the public right-of-way (or land that the
City owns for the street and sidewalk), the curb
where a parking spot would normally be is ‘bumped
out’ to make room for the planter. These bumpouts
will only happen where needed and will maintain
on-street parking in the neighborhood. The planters
have the added effect of making the neighborhood
greener and have been shown to slow traffic and
increase safety.
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PROJECT DECISIONS
AND FUTURE REFINEMENTS

The feasib
feasiblity
blity
study determined:
dete
ermined:
· Roadway alignment
alignm
ment
elements
· Roadway elemen
nts to be included
includeed
(stormwater bum
bumpouts,
mpouts, parking,,
sidewalks, treelawn,
treelaw
wn, and bikeway)
bikewa
ay)

The final
design will
further evaluate
and refine:
· Access to properties
· Traffic control at intersections

· Intersection type at Holden Place
Placce
and Decatur Street
Streeet

· Configuration of the bikeway

· Realignment of Holden
Holden Place
west of Decatur Street
Street

· Number and length of
stormwater bumpouts

· Bikeway on 13th Avenue

· Street parking
· Property impacts
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Planning
Feasibility

PROJECT LIFE CYCLE
AND NEXT STEPS
The realignment of 13th Avenue was
identified in the Decatur-Federal Station
Area Plan as a transformative project
to improve connectivity in Sun Valley.
This feasibility study identifies the
preferred realignment and develops
conceptual design. This information will
inform the next steps which include
securing funding, completing final design,
and construction.

Conceptual Design
Secure Funding
Final Design
Right-of-Way
Construction
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