
                               

     DPS Composts! 
   A School Compost Collection Program 

 
 

With a little help from Denver Recycles, your school can turn lunchroom and classroom leftovers into a useful 
resource known as compost! 
 
The City and County of Denver’s Denver Recycles program has a lasting partnership with Denver Public Schools to 
provide compost collection services to all DPS owned facilities. Denver Recycles has provided single stream recycling 
services to all DPS locations since 2009 and began providing compost collection to schools in 2012. More than fifty of 
the 170+ Denver Public Schools are currently composting in their lunchrooms. And, over 22,000 families throughout 
the City currently subscribe to the same Denver Composts! program at their homes (many of which are DPS 
families!). 
 
Upon acceptance in the DPS Composts! program, Denver Recycles will provide your school with: 1) Green compost 
carts for collecting compostable materials 2) Trainings for staff and students, 3) Signage, 4) Technical support, and 5) 
Weekly collection of compostable material.  The compostable materials collected from your school will be 
transported to A1 Organics’ commercial composting facility where it will be turned into a high-quality landscaping and 
agricultural compost for growing more plants and food. 
 
With the DPS Composts program, the list of what schools can put in the green carts is extensive. Your school will be 
able to compost all leftover food including fruit and vegetable scraps, meat, dairy, sandwich crusts, pizza, and even 
non-recyclable paper such as paper towels and napkins, used facial tissues, paper food boats, paper lunch trays, and 
waxed paper. Additionally, schools can compost yard waste including grass clippings, weeds, leaves, and small 
branches.  
 
Keeping organic material out of area landfills is an important step in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Burying food 
scraps, paper and yard waste in a landfill creates methane, a greenhouse gas 25 times more potent in its heat 
trapping capabilities than carbon dioxide. Compost can create healthy soils that are able to save vast amounts of 
water and increase crop yields. By participating in the DPS Composts program, your school will help reduce the 
amount of waste you send to the Denver landfill and, more importantly, turn your school’s leftovers into a useful 
resource which can be used to grow more food and plants.  
 

STEPS FOR SETTING UP YOUR COMPOST PROGRAM 
 
1. Fill out the Pre-Planning Agreement Form and email to Brad.Paterson@DenverGov.org.  
2. School leader sign the DPS Composts Agreement Form. 
3. Work with Denver Recycles to schedule an orientation meeting at your school with the Compost Coordinator, 

Principal, Facility Manager and Kitchen Manager.  
4. Complete School Compost Startup Checklist (provided separately) 
5. Start composting and watch your school’s trash nearly disappear!  
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 Agreement Form 

DPS Composts! 
School Composting Collection Program  

 
Please confirm the following: 
 

 Our school already has a strong recycling program. Students actively recycle in every classroom, and if 
there isn’t already a lunchroom recycling program, our school is ready to implement lunchroom recycling 
with the start of lunchroom composting. 

 Our school has a “Green Team,” Environmental Club, or other designated group of students or staff that 
can take ownership of this compost program and serve as role models for the entire school. 
▪ Please describe: 

 In addition to the education that Denver Recycles provides to students and staff at the kick-off of the 
program, our school agrees to pursue ongoing compost education that reminds students and staff of 
program guidelines as well as the importance of the program. 
▪ Please describe: 

 Our program will be integrated into the school’s structure and culture through inclusion in school 
documents and processes. Examples would include a recycling emphasis in the school’s mission statement, 
code of conduct, a regular article of the school newsletter, etc. 
▪ Please describe: 

 Our school will be able to provide Compost Monitors each day in the lunchroom to oversee lunchroom 
sorting operations. These monitors can be trained students, teachers, parents or other school staff.  
▪ Please describe: 

 We have discussed this program with the school Facility Manager, and we understand that the Facility 
Manager is not required to participate in the program beyond setting up the lunchroom carts each day and 
setting the carts out for collection each week. 

 We have discussed this program with the school Kitchen Manager.  
 We understand that students, teachers, parents and/or the Compost Coordinator may need to assist with 

rinsing and cleaning lunchroom recycle and compost carts on a regular basis. 
 With the addition of a compost program, our school commits to pursue other waste reduction measures 

such as reducing food waste and purchasing compostable or recyclable materials for our school and 
lunchroom.  

 
As the Principal or Asst. Principal of the above school, I support the implementation of a compost program. I 
understand that there will be some time impacts on the designated Composting Coordinator as well as the custodial 
and kitchen/lunchroom staff. 
 
_______________________________________________________                         ________________________ 
Signature of Principal or Assistant Principal                                                                              Date 
 
 
 
 
 


