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High Priority Basins: 

Conditions & Project Opportunities
5.1 Existing Conditions
As discussed in Chapter 4, the Scorecard provided the 
methodology and metrics for identifying the six highest 
priority basins within Denver most in need of stormwater 
treatment.  These basins are identified as the red basins 
on the WQ Study Basin Scoring Map (Figure 5.1). 

Sections 5.3-5.8 provide an in-depth analysis of each of 
these high priority basins, beginning with an assessment 
of existing conditions for each basin. Existing conditions 
include an overview of the sub-basin analysis that was 
conducted for each basin, identifying prevailing land use 
types, existing treatment, pollutants of concerns and other 
notable characteristics that may relate to water quality 
treatment challenges and opportunities. 

5.2 Defining Opportunities
In this chapter, regional and site-scale green infrastructure/

water quality facilities are detailed for each basin.  
These opportunities were identified through the Best 
Management Opportunity Analysis within the Scorecard 
effort, as well as through close collaboration with other 
city agencies and outside partners such as the Denver 
Housing Authority and the Colorado Department of 
Transportation.

The opportunities outlined become the foundation for 
a green infrastructure capital improvement program. 
Collectively the projects listed have the ability to improve 
stormwater quality within each of the basins, as well as 
provide a number of secondary benefits as discussed in 
previous chapters. The opportunities listed will require 
additional study, a comprehensive feasibility analysis, and 
greater vetting with potential partners. Projects that prove 
feasible, capitalize on the greatest number of partnerships, 
provide educational opportunities, and target the greatest 
number of citywide goals will be given priority.  

4     Sunnyside/311

6     Weir Gulch

7     Valverde

18   Central Platte Valley/CBD

20   City Park/Park Hill

21   West Harvard Gulch

Denver’s Six High Priority Basins
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       Overall Water Quality Scoring

 >=67       High

 62 - 66    Medium-High

 56 - 61    Medium

 50 - 55    Medium - Low 

 <=50       Low

Figure 5.1: Priority Basins


