Resident Canada Goose
Damage Management
Update - may 2020

Denver Parks & Recreation
Natural Resources
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Brief History of DPR’s Goose
Management Program

* DPR - Managing geese for a decade and %2 using various
methods to control populations

* DPR uses a Multi-strategy approach - using more than one
technique
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Multi-strategy Approach

* Hazing - Goosinator - Sept through March

« Egg Oiling - March through June (in progress)

* Landscape alterations/restorations

* Repellents, Visual and Noise Devices, other technologies
e Culling - 2019
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By the Numbers

44,000 estimated breeding pairs in Front Range/Metro area
* 5,500-6,000 estimated resident geese in Denver parks

 As many as 300,000 present during winter migration
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Goals of the Goose
Management Program

* To address the unhealthy
imbalance of resident goose
populations and available
habitat;

* To minimize human/goose
conflicts;

* to reduce the resident goose
populations in a socially and
biologically acceptable, site-

specific, and effective manner.




Resident vs. Migratory Geese

Resident Migratory

 Bornin/imprinted on the area Only present during winter
months

 No need to migrate due to the
perfect habitat we’ve created

More wary of human activities

* Those who migrate do not go More responsive to hazing

very far- generally stay within
the state or neighboring states
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Goose Management Efforts

Continue

Managing Resident goose populations in at least
14 different Denver Parks:

Barnum Overland Golf Course
Berkeley Rocky Mountain

City Park Ruby Hill

City Park Golf Course Sloan’s Lake

Cook Washington Park
Garfield Vanderbilt

Garland

Town Center @ Green Valley Ranch
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Egg Oiling Program Goals

Prevent resident goose populations
from increasing

Improve park landscapes and
aesthetics and minimize maintenance

Maintain an agency-wide database of
eggs oiled

application throughout the park system

Collaborate with other states and
municipalities on success, failures, etc.

‘ Support consistent, efficient and humane
‘ In goose management methods
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Progress Report.....

Natural Resources
Crew, USDA-Wildlife
Services, and Parks
District folks are
monitoring parks,

v’ for nest building
activity,

v" looking for goose
eggs to oil,

v and doing surveys.

e Season started out
slow.



5-Yr Progress Report.....

Number of Resident Canada Goose Eggs Oiled
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Changes in the Plan.....

 All DPR Volunteer Projects
have been cancelled due to
the COVID19 Outbreak.
Therefore the Egg Oil
Volunteer project was also
postponed until further
notice.

 We will however, work with
these volunteers in the
future and in some other
way as it relates to goose
management.
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Moving forward

* Culling in 20207

v' Has not been
determined yet

v' Based on what the
summer goose counts
look like

v Have our objectives
been met?

 More data to come (i.e.,
summer goose counts) by
middle of June



What are the numbers telling us?

«w  Comparing Resident Goose Populations

- from 2019 to May 12t 2020
Subject to change

400

300
200
100 i I I
|| . | |
. » \g\ \ \”S&

E”A DENVER

' T CONNECT WITH US 311 | POCKETGOV | DENVERGOV.ORG | DENVER 8 TV




Summary

e In 2019 - Estimated * As a result of the culling -

Resident Goose  City Park and Wash Park
. have maintained a small
population qu 5,500 - oopulation size
6,000 park-wide * Sloan’s and Garfield remain
* USDA-WS culled 1,662 over objective
resident geese from 4 * We're watching numbers
parks: closely at 3 other parks

e Summer is not over-
» City Park, Garfield,

: c G till layi
Sloan’s, Washington Park eese are stlll laying €ggs

 We continue to do goose
surveys - until molt season
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Thank you ! Questions?

oy

Vicki Vargas-Madrid, Wildlife Program Administrator
vicki.vargas-madrid@denvergov.org (720) 417-3260
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