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01- SUMMARY

The master plan demonstrates a 
concept that celebrates the unique 
characteristics  of  Barnum Park, 
its views to downtown, the gently 
sloping grassy landscape, its mature 
stand of trees, the natural wetlands 
and its connection to the Denver park 
system.   This park plan is comprised of 
programmed spaces that are reflective 
of the diverse groups of individuals each 
can accommodate, while  establishing 
Barnum Park as a strong community 
center for the adjacent neighborhood 
and surrounding communities. 
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1.1 Overview
Barnum Park is a 40-acre community park in Southwest Denver 
located at the intersection of 6th Avenue and Federal Boulevard.  
Immediately adjacent to Barnum Park are the north and 
east parks sharing the same name, contributing an additional 
30 acres to the community’s park and open space acreage.  
While Barnum North and Barnum East fulfill the community’s 
active recreation needs through heavily programmed athletic 
fields, Barnum South provides unprogrammed space and both 
passive and active recreation opportunities for the surrounding 
neighborhood. The park’s existing amenities include a 4-acre 
lake and wetlands, a dog off-leash area, multi-use flat play 
areas, a playground, tennis and basketball courts, the Barnum 
Recreation Center, and a newly constructed restroom building.   
The Weir Gulch passes through Barnum South’s lower park and 
provides the opportunity to connect the regional trail system to 
the local neighborhood and the greater community. The park’s 
significant grade change and views of the city skyline make it a 
unique addition to Denver’s system of parks and open space.

1.2 History
The City of Denver purchased the original Blocks 100 and 101 
of Barnum Park in 1906 as a part of the Highland Park District 
bond issue.  It is likely the property was developed soon after 
the land purchase.  The remainder of the park parcels were 
purchased between 1949 and 1955 with funding from the bond 
issues from those years.  Barnum Park is named for the P.T. 
Barnum Subdivision developed by P.T. Barnum of circus fame.

1.3 Master Plan Process
While a park master plan did not exist for Barnum Park, a 
development plan was completed in 1948 by S.R. DeBoer.   In 
1967, it was necessary to update the park development plan to 
address the new recreation center and swimming pools. 

Based on recommendations from the 2002 Denver Parks 
Irrigation System Inventory Report, DPR funded irrigation 
improvements for Barnum in 2004.  Tasked with rehabilitating 
and expanding the existing irrigation system of the park, it was 
determined that a park master plan must be implemented to 
address greater design and functional issues facing the park.  
Several public meetings were held to review the concerns of the 
neighborhood residents, to analyze three conceptual designs 
and to gather resident buy-in for the preferred alternative.  By 
2005, the public process was completed and further design 

development was started for the park trail system.  The 
Barnum master plan documents the design process as well as 
the outcomes.

1.4 Plan Recommendations
Through the public process, project vision and goals 
were determined that helped direct the physical design 
recommendations.   The project vision is to integrate Barnum 
Park into the life of the community; make it safe, active and 
visible.  Implementation of the master plan will activate the 
park so that it is clearly a gathering place for community 
recreation.

Based on this vision, ten goals were established:
1.    The park will be safe and visibility into and through the park 

will be enhanced.
2.   The park will be revitalized by increased activity, both 

passive and active. 
3.    Connectivity will be enhanced by well planned trails. 
4.    Opportunities for walking, running, sitting, playing, ball field 

and court play will be enhanced and created in appropriate 
areas. 

5.  Negative impacts to the park, such as traffic noise and 
adjacent business activity, will be mitigated.

6.  Ball fields will be enhanced to accommodate organized, 
supervised and permitted uses as appropriate.

7. The lake experience will be enhanced by development 
of a defined natural area with appropriate trail access 
and opportunities for quiet reflection and wild life 
observation.

8. Selective removal of some trees and shrubs is desirable to 
provide space for a larger multi-use field and to provide 
greater visibility/safety within the park.

9. The mature trees will be protected, as appropriate, and 
enjoyment of them will be strengthened by sensitive trail 
routes and open areas.  New trees and forests will be 
planted to create needed area definition or buffering of 
pollution.

10. Trees, shrubs and plantings will be well maintained and 
trimmed to allow for transparency and visual contact with 
adjacent areas.

Physical design recommendations are broken into three 
categories: Active Recreation, Circulation, and Passive 
Recreation.

THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROJECT
COST SUMMARY

Active Recreation

1.  Youth Soccer $122,719

2. Dog Park  $ 0

3. Basketball  $133,078

4. Tennis  $200,388

5. Playground $ 60,634

6. Bike Course $115,000

 TOTAL       $  631,819

Circulation

1.  Park Walks       $1,232,984

2. Weir Trail  $  72,600

3. 6th Ave. Xing $ 5,000,000

4. Upper Parking    $ 130,002

5. Rec. Ctr. Prkng  $ 180,021

6. Federal Prkng $  44,724

 TOTAL          $6,754,480 

Passive Recreation

1. Hillside Nat.       $ 225,094

2. Amphitheatre $ 231,093

3. Fishing Pier $ 53,820

4. Wetland Plntgs $ 539,621

5. Lake Aeration  $  80,500

6. Site Furnishings $  50,000

7. New Landscape $ 100,000

 TOTAL       $ 1,280,128
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02- PROCESS

The master planning scope of work involved two major phases. The information 
gathering phase, which included a field survey and visit as well as a public stakeholder 
meeting held in the community.  Following the inventory phase, was the master plan 
development which included another public meeting to select a preferred design 
alternative as well as the design development of that alternative.
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THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

2.1 Background & Context

Barnum Park is a 40-acre community park in Southwest Denver 
located at the intersection of 6th Avenue and Federal Boulevard.  
Immediately adjacent to Barnum Park are the north and east 
parks sharing the same name, contributing an additional 30 acres 
to the community’s park and open space.  While Barnum North 
and Barnum East fulfill the community’s active recreation needs 
through heavily programmed athletic fields, Barnum South 
provides unprogrammed space and both passive and active 
recreation opportunities for the surrounding neighborhood. 
The park’s amenities include a 4-acre lake and wetlands, a dog 
off-leash area, multi-use flat play areas, a playground, tennis and 
basketball courts, the Barnum Recreation Center, and a newly 
constructed restroom building.   The Weir Gulch passes through 
Barnum South’s lower park and provides the opportunity to 
connect the regional trail system to the local neighborhood 
residents and the greater community. The park’s significant 
grade change and views of the city skyline make it a unique 
addition to Denver’s collection of parks and open space.

2.2 Barnum Neighborhood

The Barnum neighborhood, annexed to the city in September 
1896, stretches from West 6th Avenue to Alameda Avenue and 
from Federal Boulevard to Sheridan Boulevard. The area is 
named after P.T Barnum of the Barnum and Bailey Circus. He 
purchased 760 acres in 1882 as an off-season winter respite 
for his show, and originally named many of the streets in the 
area after famous people. Several historic buildings remain, such 
as the 1910 Bowman House at King Street and West Fourth 
Avenue, and the 1890s retail building at West First Avenue and 
Hooker Street. 

2.3 Barnum Lake

The lake located in the lower park covers 4 acres in area.  The 
lake was constructed to provide the needed fill for the 6th 
Avenue on / off ramps.

This lake is open to fishing and contains Bluegill, carp and 
channel catfish.  The lake is a maximum depth of 5 feet with a 
total perimeter length of 0.7 miles.  All Colorado Division of 
Wildlife fishing regulations apply to fishing in lakes in Denver. 

Site Location Map
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Park History
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2.4 Park History
The City of Denver purchased the original Blocks 100 and 101 
of Barnum Park in 1906 as a part of the Highland Park District 
bond issue.  It is likely the property was developed soon after 
the land purchase.  The remainder of the park parcels were 
purchased between 1949 and 1955 with funding from the bond 
issues from those years.  Barnum Park is named for the P.T. 
Barnum Subdivision developed by P.T. Barnum of circus fame.

Park plans in the Western History Archives indicate that both 
the Olmstead Brothers and S.R. DeBoer have designed features 
in Barnum Park.  It is unknown whether the Olmstead Brothers’ 
planting designs were ever implemented.  However, it is evident 
that DeBoer was influenced by these early Olmstead plans.  
Barnum Park’s existing design is closely related to DeBoer’s 
plans for the park and is likely the park’s period of significance 
(See Appendix).

It wasn’t until the development of 6th Avenue in the late 
1950’s that Barnum Park had a water feature.  The lake was 
excavated by the State Highway Department to supply the 
needed fill material for the 6th Avenue construction.  Additional 
improvements over time include the playground and tennis 
courts, the swimming pool and recreation center, and the 
irrigation system.

Barnum Park Restroom circa 1930

Barnum Park Tennis Courts circa 1930
“Denver’s newest lake is this 8-

acre,cone-shaped lake in expanded 

Barnum Park.  Willard Greim, manager 

of parks and recreation, said the 

lake construction was provided by 

the State Highway Department in 

exchange for some soil offered by the 

city - construction didn’t cost Denver a 

penny.  The shallow (5 feet deep) lake 

collects excess runoff water from Weir 

Gulch and has been full for several 

weeks.  Ten acres of park land also 

have been reseeded and landscaped, 

Greim said.  The park is bounded by 

E. Third and E. Sixth Aves. and Julian 

St. and Federal Blvd.  The lake is too 

shallow to maintain fishing, Greim 

said.”  

- 1959 Rocky Mountain News
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Site Analysis and Evaluations  
What Exists?

This map and text identifies all 
the programs, issues, amenities, 
access and wayfinding issues.  
It also evaluates the material 
strength of the park and its 

physical elements.
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Barnum Park’s greatest asset is the hill that rises over thirty-
plus feet above the wetland, offering sweeping views of the 
Denver skyline.  The overlook pavilions are in a prominent 
location and not only provide opportunities to view the city 
but also views of the playing fields to the west.

SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING
There is no prominent visible landmark that establishes 
Barnum Park’s identity within 
the community.  Entry ingress 
and egress points are not well 
defined.  The park identification 
sign along Federal Boulevard is 
small and difficult to see.  

RECREATION NEEDS
The lawn area directly behind 
the recreation center is to be 
maintained as it is regularly 
utilized for youth programs.  
The two existing youth soccer fields are terraced and they 
are not regulation size.  Combining the two fields into one 
allows for greater flexibility 
to accommodate both youth 
and adult programs.  A new 
playground facility has been 
recently added to the park 
program.  Additional basket-
ball courts are desired as this is 
a highly used program for  the 
adjacent neighborhoods.  

SITE FURNISHINGS
A palette for site furnishings will 
be selected that will fit with the updated site elements,  including 
additional benches, picnic tables and trash receptacles. 

IRRIGATION
Barnum Park irrigation is being updated from quick-couplers to 
pop-up heads.  Irrigation modifications are being coordinated 
with the master plan effort and will be upgraded as each phase 
of the master plan is implemented.

THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

WHAT EXISTS?

SITE ACCESS
There are two levels of access to the site: pedestrian/bike and 
vehicular.  Weir Gulch is bisected by Barnum Park and provides 
regional access along the bike path which travels through the 
park.  The primary access to the recreation center and the park 
from Federal Boulevard is located at the corner of Hooker 
Street and 2nd Avenue.  This is the main entrance for the park.  
There are two secondary entrances to the site one to the 
north of the park along 5th Avenue and a proposed entrance 
and parking lot along Federal Boulevard.

CIRCULATION – VEHICULAR, PEDESTRIAN & PARKING
Current off-street parking is provided in two locations along 
the perimeter of the park off Hooker Street and 5th Avenue.  
A third parking lot is proposed off of Federal Boulevard.  The 
lack of clear access points and parking areas precludes easy 

accessibility and does 
little to encourage use 
of the park.  Pedestrian 
circulation is generated 
primarily from these 
parking areas and 
provides accessible 
walks to the existing 
picnic shelters, the 
playgrounds and the 

recreation center.  The walking paths are fragmented and 
primarily connect through the high use zones.  

EXISTING VEGETATION & NATURAL AREAS
The existing vegetation is mature throughout the park and needs 
to be evaluated by the city forester to establish a prioritized 
master plan for a future maintenance and re-vegetation plan.  
The wetland area is much smaller than what was proposed in 
the Wetland Construction Plan dated 1-24-97.

EXISTING OPEN LAWN AREAS & TURF
The entire park is currently irrigated bluegrass with the 
exception of the wetland vegetation. The existing hillside is an 
open turf grass meadow that rolls down the face of the slope 
to the wetland pond.

VISUAL CONNECTIONS & TOPOGRAPHY
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Why Site Analysis? 

Park planners complete a 
detailed site analysis to better 
understand the complex 
systems and components that 

comprise a park.  

Knowledge of these systems 
allows the designer to make 
better informed decisions 

about park improvements.
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1. Minimal Trail Connections:
- To the surrounding neighborhood
- From the recreation center to the park
- From the surrounding community to the park.

2. Partial improvements to trails and park program areas have 
been constructed outside the guidelines of an overall park 
master plan and need to be connected to the overall park 
design.

3. Trails are constructed with differing surface materials and 
are not in compliance with ADA regulations.

4. Trails end abruptly and minimally connect the park’s active 
zones.

5. Entry ingress and egress points are not well defined. 

6. There is limited access to the park for the entire community 
along Federal Boulevard.



USE ZONES

- Access to the park is limited to four locations (two vehicular, two 
pedestrian) and one informal access point off of federal.

- The walking paths are fragmented and primarily connect the high 
use zones within the park and tend to dissect the site minimizing the 
opportunity multipurpose paths.

- The establishment of a system of paths that have a hierarchy can help to 
establish clear points of access and connectivity within the park.

- The high use zones are intensely programmed and outdated for today’s 
population needs.

THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

- The overlook pavilions are in a prominent location and not only 
provide opportunities to view the city but also can view the playing 
fields.

- The lack of clear access points and parking areas precludes easy 
accessibility and does little to encourage use of the park.

-   The steeper slopes north of 4th avenue preclude easy access to the park 
and the addition of a pedestrian walk along the street would invite park use. 

- There is no prominent visible landmark that establishes Barnum 
Park’s identity within the community.

USE ZONE AREAS / 
ACCESS

This map identifies 
the use zone areas and 
site access to better 
understand that 
accessibility is the 
mode of connectivity 

between zones.

DEFINITION OF
USE ZONES

Use Zones identify 
the areas of the park 
that draw people and 
activities to these 
specific locations.

graphic prepared by DHM
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VISUAL ANALYSIS

This map identifies 
the process of 
perception  in 
terms of the user 
experience. The 
views at Barnum 
Park fall into two 
categories: ones 
that enhance the 
park experience and 
those that detract. 
The use of the park 
is based widely on 
its perception by the 
public.
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VISUAL ANALYSIS

- Steep grades along the neighborhood streets act as visual 
barriers to the park.  The limited neighborhood access along 
the park edge discourages use.

- Unmarked and unclear primary use access for vehicles at 
both the upper and lower parks.

- Park amenities are not clearly visible from the roadway or 
recreation center and often seem isolated.

- Barnum Park is briefly visible from Federal Boulevard and 
contrasts with its urban context.

- Unique topography of the park allows for unexpected views of 
the Downtown Denver skyline as well as internal park views.

Process of Perception
graphic prepared by DHM



��

03- RECOMMENDATIONS

Project Vision

Integrate Barnum Park into 
the life of the community; 
make it safe, active and visible.  
Activate the park so that it is 
clearly a gathering place for 
community recreation.   
. 
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PROJECT GOALS

1. The park will be safe and visibility into and through 
the park will be enhanced.

2. The park will be revitalized by increased activity, 
both passive and active. 

3. Connectivity will be enhanced by well-planned 
trails. Trails will:

  - Enhance the experience of the “high ground” 
views to the east, forests, open space, lake and 
natural areas. 

  - Trail loops will be developed and logical   
connections to activity zones and park entries  
made.  

  - Trails will be ADA accessible.

4. Opportunities for walking, running, sitting, playing, 
ball field and court play will be enhanced and 
created in appropriate areas. 

5. Negative impacts to the park, such as traffic noise 
and adjacent business activity, will be mitigated.

6. Ball fields will be enhanced to accommodate 
organized, supervised and permitted uses as 
appropriate.

7. The lake experience will be enhanced by 
development of a defined natural area with 
appropriate trail access and opportunities for 
quiet reflection and wild life observation.

8. Selective removal of some trees and shrubs is 
desirable to provide space for a larger multi-use 
field and to provide greater visibility/safety within 
the park.

9. The mature trees will be protected, as appropriate, 
and enjoyment of them will be strengthened by 
sensitive trail routes and open areas. New trees 
and forests will be planted to create needed area 
definition or buffering of pollution.

10. Trees, shrubs and plantings will be well-maintained 
and trimmed to allow for transparency and visual 
contact with adjacent areas.
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03- RECOMMENDATIONS

The final plan celebrates the unique characteristics of Barnum Park such as the views to Denver, the gently sloping grassy slopes, its 
mature stand of trees, the natural wetlands and its regional connection to other parks in the city.  
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This  park plan is made 
up of programmed 
spaces that reflect the 
diverse groups of indi-
viduals each can accom-
modate, while being 
established as a strong 
center for the adjacent 
neighborhood and sur-
rounding communities. 

THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

THE PLAN

This park plan is made up of programmed spaces that reflect 
the diverse groups of individuals each can accommodate, 
while establishing Barnum Park as a strong community 
center for the adjacent neighborhood and surrounding 
communities.  

The significance of the views to the Denver skyline 
maintained in this plan is one of Barnum Park’s most unique 
assets.  The amphitheater, axial sculptural elements and 
the water jetty are design elements that unify the park 
and highlight Barnum Park’s unique features.  The park 
naturalization was incorporated from other concepts 
and recognized as an opportunity to integrate sustainable 
principles into the park.  The naturalization will allow for 
low-water use grass areas as well as planting zones where 
native Colorado plant species can be showcased.  The public 
also wanted to incorporate a pathway along the entire 
perimeter of the site.   This path and its associated landscape 
will take on the character of the adjacent neighborhood and 
urban edges with detached walks and tree lined streets. 

The park grading is integral to the success of the plan at 
Barnum.  The grading concept strives to create safe and 
accessible pathways as well as to enhance the unique 
character of Barnum Park’s rolling landscape.  The proposed 
paths serve as the organizing element that connect, define 
and create spaces within the overall park.  Proposed site 
features such as the amphitheater were placed into the 
landscape in such a way that an accessible path could be 
aligned along the seat rows as they terraced down the slope.  
All program elements have an accessible route that has been 
graded and designed to provide a safe experience for all park 
visitors.

The planting scheme includes a wetland landscape that 
extends from the pond to the lower edge of the crusher 
fines path and along Weir Gulch.  A hybrid low water turf is 
proposed on the lower portion of the Barnum slope; and the 
edge is defined by a concrete mow strip.  A woodland forest 
is proposed along the northern edge of the park to buffer 
noise from 6th Avenue.   To the south along Weir Gulch, a 
native wetland and plains landscape will be introduced to 
reflect Colorado’s dry, semi-arid climate by utilizing native 
plant materials.  The remainder of the park will remain 
bluegrass turf.  

The master plan proposes a Barnum Park pedestrian entry 

plaza located at the corner of Hooker Street and 4th 
Avenue.  This plaza has three symbolic Barnum circus 
rings inscribed in the pavement, benches and park 
entry signage.  From this centralized location, the park 
visitor experience can lead to the overlook pavilions, 
the wetland pond, the playground or to the existing 
recreation center.  A third ring will be added south of 
the current playground to complete the Barnum Park 
three-ring theme inspired by Ringling Brothers and 
Barnum and Bailey Circus.

In the heart of the park, a proposed amphitheater 
is placed along the site line that celebrates the view 
to the Denver skyline and provides a neighborhood 
cultural event area.  The amphitheater can be accessed 
by a flight of steps originating from the open pavilions, 
along an accessible walk that extends from a proposed 
park path and follows along the contour of the gently 
sloping hillside.   The stage can be accessed by a ramp 
that runs from the top of the amphitheater to the stage 
within the seating area.  The sculptural markers would 
be placed in the landscape beyond, along the axis, to 
artfully direct the view towards downtown.  These 
artful elements present themselves as an opportunity 
for the introduction of public art.  The axis is also used 
as a tool that visually connects the open pavilions and 
the proposed fishing pier that jets out into the existing 
wetland pond.  

PARK SYSTEMS

The key components of the Barnum Park Master Plan 
can be summarized into three park systems.  

These systems are:

 - ACTIVE RECREATION
 - CIRCULATION
 - PASSIVE RECREATION

Each component relies critically upon the other to create 
a park plan that successfully accomplishes the vision and 
goals developed through the public input process.
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1

5
4

2

ACTIVE RECREATION

3

The parks formal 
program elements 

have been arranged to 
accommodate the needs 
expressed by the local 

community during the 
public process. 
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1. YOUTH SOCCER
Recommendation: Regrade the open space in upper park to 
accommodate a regulation youth soccer field.

Anticipated Cost: $122,719

Considerations: Further study is needed to identify impacts 
to mature park trees and conflicts with the historic park 
elements from the S.R. DeBoer development plan. Project 
should be paired with expanded parking.

Priority Level: Medium

2. DOG PARK
Recommendation:  Evaluate the dog park pilot project in 
Barnum Park and implement any recommendations from that 
study.

Anticipated Cost: Unspecified at this time.  Costs to be 
determined through the evaluation of the dog park.

Considerations:  Analyze the proximity of the dog park to the 
picnic shelter and parking lot. Consider improved site 
furnishings for this facility.

Priority Level: Low

3. BASKETBALL
Recommendation: Remove existing basketball court and 
replace with two full size courts in new location.

Anticipated Cost: $133,078

Considerations: This project includes the removal of the 
existing basketball court and the existing “old” playground in 
the upper park.  Coordinate this project with the findings 
from the Court Infrastructure Needs Assessment.

Priority Level: Medium

4. TENNIS
Recommendation: Resurface existing tennis courts.
The existing tennis courts will remain in their current loca-
tion. 

Anticipated Cost:  $200,388

Considerations: Pricing is dependent upon existing condition 
and the extent of the necessary work.  Improved fencing and 
landscaping around the courts should be included with this 
project.  Coordinate this project with the findings from the 
Court Infrastructure Needs Assessment.

Priority Level: Medium

5.  PLAYGROUND
Recommendation: Add the missing third ring of the play area, 
involving the community in the selection process.   Additional 
theme development should be considered as a part of the 
playground’s circus theme. 

Anticipated Cost: $60,634

Considerations: Demolish old playground in the upper park.  
Playground development should stay clear of the views 
downtown from the upper park.

Priority Level: Medium

6. SKILLS BIKE COURSE
Recommendation: Consider a bike course in the naturalized  
hillside of the park. 

Anticipated Cost: $115,000

Considerations: Further evaluation is needed to indicate the 
feasibility of installing a BMX course in the park.  It is critical 
that the feature avoid negative impacts to the park viewshed.

Priority Level: Medium

PROJECT
COST SUMMARY

Active Recreation

1.  Youth Soccer $122,719

2. Dog Park  $0

3. Basketball  $133,078

4. Tennis  $200,388

5. Playground $ 60,634

6. Bike Course $115,000

 TOTAL       $  631,819
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CIRCULATION

Park circulation links 
the program elements 

in the master plan 
and creates additional 

programming for 
walking and bicycling.
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PROJECT
COST SUMMARY

Circulation

1.  Park Walks       $1,232,984

2. Weir Trail  $  72,600

3. 6th Ave. Xing $ 5,000,000

4. Upper Parking    $ 130,002

5. Rec. Ctr. Prkng  $ 180,021

6. Federal Prkng $  44,724

 TOTAL          $6,754,480 

 

1. PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION - PARK WALKS
Recommendation:  Create a connected internal park walkway 

system for the park.

Anticipated Cost:  $1,160,384

Considerations:  The walkway system will create a continuous 
loop around the park while providing connections along the 
neighborhood edge as well as external linkages to the other 
parks.  Develop a walk hierarchy to guide decisions in materials 
and maintenance.  All park walks will be ADA accessible.

Priority Level: High

2. PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION - WEIR GULCH 
TRAIL

Recommendation:  Continue Weir Gulch Trail through Barnum 
Park via a route that is obvious and safe to trail and park 
users alike.

Anticipated Cost:  $72,600
Considerations:  Weir Gulch Trail should be distinguished from 
the other park walkways in terms of material, width and signage.  
The regional trail design through the park must consider the 
safety of both park and trail users and minimize conflict points 
wherever possible. 

Priority Level: High

3. PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION - 6TH AVENUE 
CROSSING

Recommendation:  Connect Barnum Park North to Barnum 
Park with a grade separated pedestrian-only crossing at 
6th Avenue.

Anticipated Cost:  $5,000,000

Considerations:  An underpass or overpass for 6th Avenue was 
considered in the beginning stages of the planning process.  Due 
to the added expense and cost of such a pedestrian connection, 
this idea was not depicted within the final master plan. Further 
partnerships with various city and state agencies are required 
to pursue this connection.

Priority Level: Low
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CIRCULATION

Parking needs for this 
community park relate 

to the programmed 
activities in the master 

plan.
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PARKING NEEDS ANALYSIS

DPR performed a parking needs analysis to better understand 
the parking needs for this community park in relation to the 
programmed activities in the master plan. Two documents 
helped guide the needs analysis study: the DPR Design Standards 
Parking Guidelines and the City and County of Denver Zoning 
Code Off-Street Parking Requirements. 

In many cases a range for the quantity of spaces were provided 
and are dependent on the intensity of the facility use and the 
opportunity for shared use.  In this table, the low and high 
numbers are both indicated.

4. UPPER PARK PARKING
Recommendation:  Redesign the upper parking lot to improve 
layout and accommodate 65 cars. 

Anticipated Cost:  $130,002

Considerations:  Additional parking is required to comply with 
the DPR Design Standards and to accommodate the active 
uses in the upper park.  Project should be paired with the 
youth soccer field project.

Priority Level: Medium

5. RECREATION CENTER PARKING

Recommendation:  Reconfigure parking lots and access drives 
around the recreation center. 

Anticipated Cost:  $180,021

Considerations:  Improved park entry to provide a sense of 
arrival to park and recreation center users.  Create additional 
space between the parking lot and the recreation center for 
landscaping and pedestrian scale site amenities.

Priority Level: Low

6. NEW PARKING LOT AT FEDERAL
Recommendation:  Create new parking lot along the acquired 

land at Federal.

Anticipated Cost:  $44,724

Considerations:  Parking lot is to serve the park natural areas 
and as overflow for the other parking lots in the park.  This lot 
is necessary per the parking study.

Priority Level: Low

Feature Low High Description

Recreation Center 53 57 1 per 200 SF 

Outdoor Pools 60 97 1 per 200 SF

Multi-purpose Fields 15 30 15-30 per field

Basketball 10 20 5-10 per court

Tennis 4 8 2-4 per court

Neighborhood Dog Park 15 15 5 per acre

Permittable Picnic Shelters 10 10 1 for every 100 SF

Outdoor Event Facilities 27 51 1 for every 4 seats

194 288

Feature Low High Description

Bicycle Parking 19 29 10% of vehicular spaces

Parking Summary
Off 
Street

On 
Street Total

Current Parking Counts 69 124 193

Master Plan Parking Counts 127 124 251

PROJECT
COST SUMMARY

Circulation

1.  Park Walks       $1,232,984

2. Weir Trail  $  72,600

3. 6th Ave. Xing $ 5,000,000

4. Upper Parking    $ 130,002

5. Rec. Ctr. Prkng  $ 180,021

6. Federal Prkng $  44,724

 TOTAL          $6,754,480 
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1. HILLSIDE NATURALIZATION
Recommendation:  Convert the Barnum Park hillside from 

mown bluegrass to a low-water turf.

Anticipated Cost:  $225,094

Considerations:  Low-water turf areas are to be a hybrid turf 
that provide the department significant water savings while 
maintaining the durability of bluegrass.  Work with Denver 
Water to identify project funding mechanisms.

Priority Level: High

2. AMPHITHEATRE / SIGHT LINE FEATURES
Recommendation:  Construct a hillside amphitheatre in the 

park.

Anticipated Cost:  $231.093

Considerations:  Work with the existing landform to take 
advantage of the views.  The amphitheatre must fit into the 
hillside while simultaneously providing universal access.

Priority Level: Low

3. FISHING PIER
Recommendation:  Provide a concrete jetty into the lake to 

encourage fishing and other waterside activities.

Anticipated Cost:  $53,820

Considerations:  The fishing pier must be ADA accessible 
including the route up to the pier.  Soil testing must be 
performed to identify structural capacity and the pier must be 
designed to meet DPR design and construction standards.

Priority Level: Low

4. WETLAND PLANTINGS
Recommendation:  Increase wetland plantings and naturalization 

along the lake and Weir Gulch edges.

Anticipated Cost:  $539,621

Considerations:  Need to work with the existing water table, 
soils and site grading to identify appropriate plant palette for 

the site.   Army Corps Permit may be necessary to complete 
the work.  Park user trail can be used to form a boundary 
between natural and traditional park landscape.

Priority Level:  Medium

5. LAKE AERATION
Recommendation:  Install lake aerators to promote healthy 

aquatic life in Barnum Lake.

Anticipated Cost:  $80,500

Considerations:  Consider Department of Environmental 
Health Lake Assessment Study. Maintain acceptable water 
column oxygen concentrations for aquatic life; help with 
degradation of organic contaminants contributed via urban 
runoff; and decrease availability of nutrients to algae. 

Priority Level: High

6. SITE FURNISHINGS
Recommendation:  Install improved site furnishings for the 

park. 

Anticipated Cost:  $50,000 Allowance

Considerations:  Site furnishings should comply with DPR 
design standards and be ADA accessible. Unifying the palette 
of site furnishings will provide a design integrity to the park.  
Additional furnishings to consider purchasing include benches, 
picnic tables, waste receptacles and grills. 

Priority Level: Medium to High

7. NEW LANDSCAPING
Recommendation:  Improve the quality of the park by installing 
additional landscaping in key park zones. 

Anticipated Cost:  $100,000 Allowance

Considerations:  Complete a landscape master plan for tree 
plantings and removals. Consider opportunities to team 
with non-profit or volunteer groups for tree planting.  Use 
compatible plant palette in conjunction with the existing park 
vegetation.  Focus areas include the 6th Avenue buffer plantings, 
the park entries and the gulch corridor.

Priority Level: Medium

THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

PROJECT
COST SUMMARY

Passive Recreation

1. Hillside Nat.       $ 225,094

2. Amphitheatre $ 231,093

3. Fishing Pier $ 53,820

4. Wetland Plntgs $ 539,621

5. Lake Aeration  $  80,500

6. Site Furnishings $  50,000

7. New Landscape $ 100,000

 TOTAL       $ 1,280,128
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PRIORITY LEVEL : HIGH

Circulation

Pedestrian Circulation  $ 1,160,384

Weir Gulch Trail   $     72,600

Passive Recreation

Hillside Naturalization  $   225,094

Lake Aeration   $     80,500

Site Furnishings   $     50,000

TOTAL    $ 1,588,578

04- IMPLEMENTATION

PRIORITY LEVEL : MEDIUM

Active Recreation

Youth Soccer   $   122,719

Basketball   $   133,078

Tennis    $   200,388

Playground   $     60,634

Skills Bike Course  $   115,000

Circulation

Upper Park Parking  $   130,002

Passive Recreation

 Wetland Plantings  $   539,621

New Landscaping   $   100,000

TOTAL    $1,401,442 

PRIORITY LEVEL : LOW

Active Recreation

Dog Park   $           0

Circulation

6th Avenue Crossing  $ 5,000,000

Recreation Center Parking $    180,021

New Parking Lot at Federal  $      44,724

Passive Recreation

 Amphitheatre/Sight Line Features $  231,093

Fishing Pier    $   53,820

TOTAL    $ 5,509,658
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PROJECT   VISION

Integrate Barnum 
Park into the life 
of the community; 
make it safe, active 
and visible.  Activate 
the park so that it is 
clearly a gathering 
place for community 
recreation.

THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

IMPLEMENTATION

As stated in the Recommendations Chapter, the key components of 
the Barnum Park Master Plan are comprised of three park systems:
 - Active Recreation      $   560,972
 - Circulation              $ 6,754,480
 - Passive Recreation    $ 1,280,128

Each component relies critically upon the other to create a park 
plan that successfully accomplishes the vision and goals developed 
through the public input process.

The implementation table sorts each subcategory within each system 
into high, medium and low priority levels.  This is a reflection of both 
community input as well as necessary design pairings.  For example, 
any changes to enhance the soccer field should be accomplished in 
conjunction with upgrades to the upper parking lot.  

Funding
Several sources of funding have been identified and should be 
targeted for the implementation of the Barnum Park Master Plan.  
These funding sources include:
 - Existing Capital Improvement Funding
 - Future Capital Improvement Funding
 - Better Denver Bond Funding
 - EA Impact Fees from Barnum East Park

Park Expansion
Barnum Park will benefit from the improvements illustrated within 
this master plan.  Additional benefits to the park in the future can 
also come from park expansion.  Two areas should be the focus of 
future park expansion opportunities.  The first area is along Federal 
Boulevard at the northeast corner of the park.  This area provides  
views into the park from Federal Boulevard, an opportunity for a 
more pedestrian-friendly environment along Federal, a more direct 
and logical connection for the Weir Gulch trail, and additional park 
and recreation programming space for the park.  The second park 
expansion opportunity could occur within the northwest portion 
of the park adjacent to the current parking lot.  Additional land 
purchase within this area would help to give more flexibility to the 
soccer field alignment and design, provide greater opportunities for 
the parking lot layout and buffering for other park elements.

Partnership Programs
Strategic partnerships have helped create Barnum Park as it is 
today.  Ongoing partnerships with internal and external agencies 
will continue to strengthen the park and its neighborhood.

- Urban Drainage and Flood Control
- Denver Water
- Colorado Department of Transportation
- Denver Public Works
- Colorado Division of Wildlife
- Million Tree Initiative
- GreenPrint Denver
- Volunteer groups
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THE BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN:   APPENDIX

1948 S. R. DeBoer Barnum Park Development Plan



Barnum Cost Estimate 17-Mar-08

ACTIVE 
Youth 
Soccer  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Clear + Grub  82,085 SF  $0.05  $4,104.25 

Earthwork  200 CY  $2.60  $520.00 

Finish Grade  75,621 SF  $0.05  $3,781.05 

Seed / Soil / Hydromulch  75,621 SF  $0.30  $22,686.30 

Irrigation  75,621 SF  $1.00  $75,621.00 

Subtotal  $106,712.60 

15% Contingency  $16,006.89 

Total  $122,719 

Basketball  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

6” Concrete Court  18,000 SF  $5.50  $99,000.00 

Remove- Existing Court  3,720 SF  $1.00  $3,720.00 

Goals  4 EA  $2,000.00  $8,000.00 

Striping  1 LS  $5,000.00  $5,000.00 

Subtotal  $115,720.00 

15% Contingency  $17,358.00 

Total  $133,078 

Tennis  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

6” Concrete Court  18,000 SF  $5.50  $99,000.00 

Remove- Existing Court  12,000 SF  $1.00  $12,000.00 

12’ Perimeter Fence - Chainlink  450 LF  $85.00  $38,250.00 

Net & Posts  2 EA  $2,500.00  $5,000.00 

Surfacing & Striping  1 LS  $10,000.00  $10,000.00 

Court Lighting  2 EA  $5,000.00  $10,000.00 

Subtotal  $174,250.00 

15% Contingency  $26,137.50 

Total  $200,388 

Playground  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Playground Curb  135 LF  $25.00  $3,375.00 

Playground Surfacing  1,450 SF  $3.00  $4,350.00 

Equipment (swings)  1 LS  $20,000.00  $20,000.00 

Art / Theme Implementation  1 LS  $25,000.00  $25,000.00 

Subtotal  $52,725.00 

15% Contingency  $7,908.75 

Total  $60,634 

Skills Bike 
Course  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Bike Course  1 LS  $100,000.00  $100,000.00 

Subtotal  $100,000.00 

15% Contingency  $15,000.00 

Total  $115,000 

Park 
Walkways 
& Trails  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Existing Walk Removal  13,500 SF  $1.50  $20,250.00 

Weir Gulch Trail - 10’ width, concrete  13,200 SF  $5.50  $72,600.00 

Major Park Walk - 8’ width, concrete  8,920 SF  $5.50  $49,060.00 

Minor Park Walk - 6’ width, concrete  171,000 SF  $5.50  $940,500.00 

Nature Path - 4’ crusher fines  2,500 SF  $4.00  $10,000.00 

Subtotal  $1,072,160.00 

15% Contingency  $160,824.00 

Total  $1,232,984 

Pedestrian 
Entries  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Entry Plaza (4)  8,000 SF  $15.00  $120,000.00 

Landscaping  1 LS  $25,000.00  $25,000.00 

Subtotal  $145,000.00 

15% Contingency  $21,750.00 

Total  $166,750 

Upper Park 
Parking Lot 
(65 Cars)  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Remove Existing Parking Lot  15,380 SF  $1.50  $23,070.00 

Parking Lot Asphalt  21,190 SF  $2.50  $52,975.00 

Parking Lot Curb  600 LF  $20.00  $12,000.00 

Parking Lot Landscaping  3,000 SF  $5.00  $15,000.00 

Parking Lot Lighting  2 EA  $5,000.00  $10,000.00 

Subtotal  $113,045.00 

15% Contingency  $16,956.75 

Total  $130,002 

Recreation 
Center 
Parking Lot 
(42 Cars)  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Remove Existing Parking Lot  23,110 SF  $1.50  $34,665.00 

Parking Lot Asphalt  23,110 SF  $2.50  $57,775.00 

Parking Lot Curb  1,205 LF  $20.00  $24,100.00 

Parking Lot Landscaping  6,000 SF  $5.00  $30,000.00 

Parking Lot Lighting  2 EA  $5,000.00  $10,000.00 

Subtotal  $156,540.00 

15% Contingency  $23,481.00 

Total  $180,021 

Federal 
Parking Lot 
(20 Cars)  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Parking Lot Asphalt  5,940 SF  $2.50  $14,850.00 

Parking Lot Curb  312 LF  $20.00  $6,240.00 

Parking Lot Landscaping  1,560 SF  $5.00  $7,800.00 

Parking Lot Lighting  2 EA  $5,000.00  $10,000.00 

Subtotal  $38,890.00 

15% Contingency  $5,833.50 

Total  $44,724 



PASSIVE 

Hillside  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Turfgrass Fescue Seed Mixture  160,638 SF  $0.15  $24,095.70 

Irrigation system adjustments  160,638 SF  $1.00  $160,638.00 

12” Concrete Mowstrip  550 LF  $20.00  $11,000.00 

Subtotal  $195,733.70 

15% Contingency  $29,360.06 

Total  $225,094 

 Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Cast-in-Place Concrete  1,375 SF  $120.00  $165,000.00 

Concrete Stairs  160 LF  $75.00  $12,000.00 

Concrete Overlook Plaza  2,260 SF  $5.50  $12,430.00 

City Cityline Markers  96 SF  $120.00  $11,520.00 

Subtotal  $200,950.00 

15% Contingency  $30,142.50 

Total  $231,093 

Fishing Pier  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Concrete Jetty  9,360 SF  $5.00  $46,800.00 

Subtotal  $46,800.00 

15% Contingency  $7,020.00 

Total  $53,820 

Wetland 
Plantings  Quantity Unit Cost Subtotal

Wetland Vegetation  26,386 SF  $0.75  $19,789.50 

Narrowleaf Cottonwoods  8 EA  $120.00  $960.00 

Shrubs  300 EA  $32.00  $9,600.00 

Boulder Shoreline Edge  2,500 LF  $125.00  $312,500.00 

Aerator  2 EA  $35,000.00  $70,000.00 

Irrigation system adjustments  26,386 SF  $1.00  $26,386.00 

Vegetation Protection - Establishment  1 LS  $30,000.00  $30,000.00 

Subtotal  $469,235.50 

15% Contingency  $70,385.32 

Total  $539,621 
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BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN 
�st. PUBLIC MEETING 

September �0, �00� 

Suzann Cox introduced the City staff and explained that we are engaged in a master planning study.  

Roger Burkart explain the master plan study: he presented the analysis of existing conditions, the 
activity zones and presented the three concepts “A” “B” and “C” 

Comments & Concerns: 
�. Would be good to know (research) what neighborhood wants in the park – for example 

active uses/ball fields 
�. What kind of trail surfaces are proposed? Ans. Concrete and crusher fines; no asphalt trails 

are proposed 
�. From Federal & �th you see green; this is good because it looks like a park.  Avoid natural 

grasses.  They are weeds (see below). 
�. Council District � has the least amount of parkland. 
�. Need park to be an active park with many people.  Active parks are safer! 
�. Back of businesses on Federal are negative - don't like walking along this side of park. 
�. Drunks and panhandlers are near �th & Federal "entrance". 
�. Business owners are removing bollards near �th Avenue for access to the businesses.  Call 

police.
�. Restrooms need protection (lighting, visibility). 
�0. Trash is thrown onto private property. 
��. Restroom in a central location is best choice, because it is visible from most locations.  
��. O-Kane Park example: courts are too close to each other
��. Tennis courts in conflict with basketball court and need adequate "walls"/fences - no 

common fence between courts
14. Want some kind of barrier along 6th Avenue 

Preferences:
General:

�. Integrate park into life of the community - more visibility, less visual blocks  
�. Prioritize improvements once identified 

Courts:
�. Tennis - Senior use in early morning 
�. No in-line or skate park feature; City staff suggest a skate event feature in Barnum Park North 

because of better bus service for kids and buffered from residential 
�. Stay with basketball courts - adults play 
�. Install benches along walk ways 

BARNUM PARK MASTER PLAN 
Public Meeting No. 2 - November 8, 2005 

Introduction of parks staff 
Denise George - presentation of issues, concepts 
- Site analysis - explained "composite plan" 
- Benches are located throughout the park. 

Q: Are tennis courts used much?  Courts are locked.  Historically (in the past) there 
were lights. 

Suggestions:  Light the park with solar power. 

Beautiful area for picnicking.  New shelters are an improvement. 

Request: - Fence the dog park. 

Eastern slope, in places, has spring water "oozing"  (weeping springs).  Need 
more research, e.g. soil analysis. 
The possible taking of private property along west edge of Federal was 
explained.
Pond - water needs aeration. 

Q: Do you need a permit to play soccer on the new field? 
A: Yes, probably.  Now, only kids under �� can play without a permit. 

Concern expressed about soccer teams taking over part of the park. 
Hilltop/tables on hill: 
- Social gathering on slopes vs. designed gathering places. 
Has staff visited park on a Sunday? 
Park is an opportunity to teach diversity - neighbor-to-neighbor. 

Q: Is everyone "O.K." with the composite plan? 
A: Yes. Unanimous. 

VOTE
       Pro Con
Amphitheater       ��    
Existing Picnic table location 
 - move south/+ benches for viewing 
    fireworks, etc.    �� 
New soccer field     

Suggest educational element around pond. 


