Skyline Park
Improvements
Public Workshop #1 Engagement Summary
& Follow-Up Q&A
Fall 2020
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1 Engagement Process
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Engagement Process Components

• Stakeholder Committees
• D&F Tower Projection
• Focus Groups
• Online Public Workshop #1
• Online Survey
• Paper Survey
• Extended Engagement

In conjunction with Downtown Theater
District and the Downtown Denver Partnership,
Denver Parks & Recreation was able to project
information for the project onto the D&F Tower.
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Engagement Sessions
Stakeholder Committees
Executive Leadership Team (ELT)		
June 25, 2020 | 12 participants
Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC)
July 14, 2020 | 31 participants
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
July 14, 2020 | 31 participants

425+
participants
engaged in feedback during
this outreach effort.

115 voices participated in

Stakeholder and Focus Groups

88 people joined for the

Online Public Workshop #1
Focus Groups
PEOPLE Focus Group			
July 15, 2020 | 14 participants

330 online + paper survey
participants over the
course of 7 weeks

PLACE Focus Group 		
July 15, 2020 | 17 participants
LIFESTYLE Focus Group
July 15, 2020 | 10 participants

50 people participated in
additional engagement
focused conversations
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Engagement Sessions
Online Public Workshop #1
July 16, 2020 | 88 participants

Online & Paper Survey
July 16- September 8, 2020 | 330 participants

Skyline Park

People. Place. Lifestyle.
Online Public
Workshop #1
Thursday,
July 16, 2020
5:00-6:30pm

Additional Engagement Focused Conversations

Join us on Zoom:
https://bit.ly/2MQDyrR

Skyline Park - Outdoor Recreation
Aug 12, 2020 | 10 participants

Learn more about
the project:
www.denvergov.org/
theoutdoordowntown

Skyline Park - 16th St Mall Design Alignment (Part 1 & 2)
August 13, 2020 | 10 participants
August 26, 2020 | 10 participants
Skyline Park - Arts & Culture Programming
August 26 | 10 participants
Skyline Park - Urban Edges & Adjacent Stakeholders
September 1, 2020 | 10 participants

Timeline:

Workshop #1:
Vision and Goals
July 16, 2020

Workshop #2:
Concept Design Options
Fall 2020
Workshop #3:
Draft Concept Design
Winter 2021

Final Concept Design
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Please join us for an online public workshop to
reimagine Skyline Park! Come and tell us your
favorite stories about the park, and share your
vision for future programming and activities. The
Skyline Park Improvements Project will create a
new concept design for all three blocks of the park
and develop a design for construction of Phase
1, which is located within Block 2 (adjacent to the
D&F Tower). This project is funded by the Elevate
Denver Bond Program.
To request Spanish language interpretation please
email parksandrecreation@denvergov.org. A sign
language interpreter or CART will be provided upon
request. Three business days notice is requested.
Contact signlanguageservices@denvergov.org. For
any other accommodation requests/concerns contact
disabilityaccess@denvergov.org.

Spring 2021
Phase 1
Implementation

Skyline Park - Arapahoe Street Coordination & Brainstorm
September 9, 2020 | 10 participants
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Engagement Demographics (Online Public Workshop + Survey + SAC)

Where participants live

age

Denver
Outside of Denver

18%

live
income

Age of participants

race

live

5%

18-34 years
35-44 years

of participants
live Race or ethnicity
race
income

age
1%

race

Decline to answer

55-64 years

Black or African American

65-74 years

Other

Decline to answer

About once a month

age

income
age

Household Income

income
7%

$50,000 - $100,000

12%

About once a week

8%

$100,000 - $200,000

Less than once a year /
I’ve never been
21%
At least once a day

American Indian or
Alaskan Native

24%

age

42%

More than $200,000
Prefer not to say

31%

12%

$25,000 - $50,000
Less than $25,000

8%

Native Hawaiian or
another Pacific Islander

20%

82%

park

5%

Asian

35%

75 years and over

5%

Hispanic, Latino or Spanish

13%

45-54 years

How often do you visit Skyline Park

1%
3% 2%

White

14%

75%

park

income

“A successful park to me is the
set for a vibrant public life,
whether it hosts large cultural
events, outdoor recreation
activities or a place of daily
routine and relaxation.”

26%

25%

park

park
park
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2 Precedents
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Bryant Park, New York

We asked all of our participants to share their most memorable
experience of a park or public space in another city.

Common Themes
Engaging Public Artwork
Diverse activities and uses
Destination for locals &
visitors
Culture & Music Festivals

Millineum Park, Chicago

Iconic Landmarks
People Watching
Plenty of Trees & Shade
Urban Oasis
Year Round Events
Spaces for a Variety of Uses

The Highline, New York

Interactive Water Features
Environmental Interactions
Comfortable & Safe Spaces
Open & Grassy Areas
Uplifting & Inspired
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Confluence & Commons Park

We also asked all of our participants to share their favorite
urban public space in Denver.

Common Themes
Destination for all
Diverse activities and uses
Multiple Trails & Paths

City Park

Art
Events & Festivals
Access to Water
Fantastic Views
People Watching
Plenty of Trees & Shade
Connectivity to Adjacent
Spaces
Union Station

Large Open Spaces
Landscape & Gardens
Clean & Maintained
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3 Skyline Experience:
Current & Future
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Skyline Experience
What people currently enjoy about Skyline Park
The majority of comments focused on the existing programmed activities
and events at Skyline. Participants supported utilizing the park as more of a
destination for specific activities rather than passive play, rest, and gathering.

Activities
Most of the feedback regarding programmed activities at the Park focused
around the The Downtown Denver Partnership (DDP)-sponsored areas on
Block 2, which include the beer garden, ice rink, and mini-golf. Additionally,
the dog park area is also a popular amenity for locals.

Events

“Back in 2007, the Rockies are playing the Red
Sox in the World Series, and the City put up
a giant, inflatable projection screen against
the D&F Tower, and 3,000+ people and I got to
watch the game(s) together. It was amazing.
We could do that with US Soccer Games, Olympics, Denver sports teams in rivalry matches.”

“Ice skating from Thanksgiving to Valentine’s
Day, and the German Christmas market across
the street. So many wonderful memories!”

A large number of people enjoy the recurring events at Skyline Park. The
most popular and well attended have been the German themed ChristKindl
Holiday Market. Oktoberfest and Denver Day of Rock were also widely
mentioned as events people enjoyed attending.
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Skyline Experience (cont.)
What has limited enjoyment of Skyline Park
Consistent themes here include safety, access, and site
conditions. In this section, we also saw some tension
between people enjoying and having limited enjoyment
of the same types of activities.

Safety
A large number of participants indicated that the number
of people experiencing homelessness, drug use, and
public camping at the park were a major deterrent to
making Skyline a desired destination.
Lack of site lines, poor visibility and lighting were also
mentioned as reasons for not feeling safe to enter the
park, or even considering it as an alternative route to
other streets and sidewalks.

Access
In regards to accessibility, four major themes were
identified: exclusivity, lack of connectivity, parking, and
multi-modal uses.
A number of participants feel that the fencing associated
with the DDP sponsored programs makes a large portion
of the park feel exclusive and restricted.

“There aren’t a lot of comfortable places to sit and
relax in the park. The park is great place to walk
through but does not encourage lingering unless
you are headed there for a specific program. The
park often feels dirty and uncomfortable.”

Connectivity between blocks is another consistent
theme. People expressed that Skyline feels as if it is three
different parks or spaces, and that there is no fluidity or
synergy between the blocks.
Parking was also a common theme, and while parking
consistently has inherent limitations in such densely
populated urban areas.
Mobility into and around the park, via bikes and scooters,
was also a concern with participants. A high level of
shuttle bus and vehicle traffic also makes accessing and
traversing the park difficult and not enjoyable to navigate.

Other Conditions
General park conditions from participants focused on the
lack of shaded areas, overall maintenance, below-grade
areas, and a general lack of Skyline being an appealing
environment.
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Future Programming & Ideas for Skyline Park
We asked Workshop #1 participants and those taking the survey to express their desired future programming for Skyline
Park. We organized potential programming into the following categories: SOCIAL, CULTURAL, RECREATION, SUSTAINABLE,
and CONNECTED. The most frequently selected programming preferences will frame the development of the design concept
alternatives and how they foster these types of activities in the future Skyline Park.

SOCIAL
The majority of participants voiced a desire for year-round
programming, with an emphasis on special events and festivals. A
majority voted for more flexible lawn and seating areas, space for
farmers’ markets, a beer garden and restrooms.

Which SOCIAL elements and experiences would
you include in the next Skyline Park?

“I appreciate any park that has
interactive art exhibits as well as
an iconic landmark to identify that
city. I also appreciate a stage for live
music and performances.”
“... make it artistic/beautiful with
some fun things... a ride would be
great and some swing benches for
older folks.”
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Future Programming & Ideas for Skyline Park (cont.)

CULTURAL
Participants were in strongest support of seasonal markets, art
installations, cultural festivals and diverse types of performances.

Which CULTURAL elements and experiences would
you include in the next Skyline Park?

“Anything with a stage and a
cover like the gazebo at City
Park - opportunities for lower
cost barriers for activation for
community groups.”
“People see Denver as the gateway
to the Rocky Mountains. Incorporate
Native Americans... Showcase what
makes Denver different from other
large cities.”
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Future Programming & Ideas for Skyline Park (cont.)

RECREATION
Participants voted most frequently for interactive water features,
ice skating, and table and lawn games. There was also a desire
to incorporate more opportunities for active recreation, such as
spaces for group fitness and climbing structures.

Which RECREATIONAL elements and experiences would
you include in the next Skyline Park?

“The outdoor lifestyle is about
being outside in all seasons, and
making it a four season park
could be powerful.”

“Climbable sculpture
(similar to a playground).”
“Winter activities.”
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Future Programming & Ideas for Skyline Park (cont.)

SUSTAINABLE
The most voted for sustainability elements were improvements
to urban canopy, native planting and water conservation
measures.

Which SUSTAINABLE elements and experiences would
you include in the next Skyline Park?

“More Trees! More Shade!”
“Too much concrete for a park.
Make it more green.”
“Stormwater storage.”
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Future Programming & Ideas for Skyline Park (cont.)

CONNECTED
One of the most consistent themes was enhanced connectivity
within the park and between the different blocks of the park. There
was a strong desire for incorporating free Wi-Fi, a protected bike
lane and enhanced wayfinding and signage.

Which CONNECTED elements and experiences would
you include in the next Skyline Park?

“Connect all three portions of the
park into ONE unified entity.”
“Needs to be ultra commuter
friendly and safe. Consider how
scooters/bikes would play a role.”
“Any way to calm adjacent traffic.”
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4 Design Process Next Steps
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Design Process Next Steps
Upon gathering information from the community engagement
process, themes, activities, and elements have emerged
to inform the design process and development of initial
park concept options. The following quotes reflect some
of the community’s thoughts that will shape the concept
alternatives.

“An element of adventure (outdoor
adventure/healthy lifestyles),
something that is unique and new,
not a duplicate of other features
elsewhere”

“Have you considered doing annual or
seasonal art installation competitions
to populate the space, so that there are
new rotating pieces of art sculpture
or interactive art spaces each year
or even each season. Many other
cities do this to keep things fresh, to
engage local artists and to increase
activation”

“I would love a reprieve from the
bustling city—an escape into nature”
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5 Workshop #1 | Follow-Up Q&A
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Workshop #1
Follow-Up

Q&A

PEOPLE.
1. How will the Skyline Park Improvements project create a park that is a safe, clean and a
welcoming public place for all community members?
Skyline Park, an integral part of downtown’s parks and public space network, will be a
welcoming destination that equitably brings diverse people together through a mix of unique
events as well as everyday outdoor experiences. Skyline Park will be a destination for both
neighborhood residents as well as a regional destination. The park’s future vision will be
an expression of Denver’s urban outdoor lifestyle through active and passive recreation,
programs and events that celebrate our culture, and other amenities including enhanced
landscape, furnishings, public art, lighting, signage and wayfinding, circulation paths, and
sustainability elements. In addition, in 2018 a local maintenance district was formed for Skyline
Park by the surrounding property owners to enhance services and provide a clean, safe, and
memorable park experience.
2. How will the future Skyline Park encourage families and children to visit?
Through both the design and programming of the future Skyline Park, Denver Parks &
Recreation aims to create a lively and active experience for all ages. The future park will be a
welcoming downtown outdoor destination for families.

PLACE.
3. How will the need for sun and shade be addressed in the park concept design?
DPR has heard from community members that shade is a priority need in the parks. The
balance between sun and shade is an important consideration of the design for Skyline Park.
Human comfort year-round is essential to successful park design and will be integral to
Skyline Park’s future.
4. Will the existing fountains remain as part of the future Skyline Park?
DPR’s goal for Skyline Park is to create a cohesive design that will result in a safe, clean, and
welcoming space for all. Skyline Park has seen several modifications to its design over the
years. DPR intends to align the future park design with the evolving needs of the communities
that Skyline Park serves. Working with the public, our team will evaluate all existing park
elements and how they serve to support the project’s vision and goals in the future.
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Workshop #1 | Follow-Up Q&A (cont.)
5. Will the adjacent streets become better integrated with the park as part of the
new design?
Because of its unique location in the heart of downtown, Skyline Park’s edges are
both a challenge and an opportunity. Understanding the existing edges of the
park as well as imagining new relationships to the adjacent streets and buildings
will be essential to the success of the future park. The design team will evaluate
opportunities for enhanced mobility connections throughout the park, as well
explore ways to blur the lines between Skyline Park and its adjacent streets.

LIFESTYLE.
6. Will a skating feature be part of the future Skyline Park?
Skyline Park is a place that will be activated year-round. Through the initial
outreach efforts, DPR has heard from the public that the seasonal ice rink is a
beloved tradition during the holiday season at Skyline Park. After years of
experience working with partners to host the seasonal ice rink, DPR is exploring
ways to integrate a skating feature as part of the future park design.

GENERAL.
10. How was the Skyline Park Improvements project design firm selected?
The designer team for the Skyline Park Improvements project was selected through
a competitively bid selection process. DPR selected the design firm based on their
qualifications, previous project experience, and understanding of needs for the
future of Skyline Park.
11. What is the current budget for the park reconstruction and will private
donations be considered?
The Elevate Denver Bond, which was passed by Denver voters in 2017, will
contribute $2.5 million dollars towards a concept design for all three blocks and for
the construction of Phase 1. Additional funds will be necessary to implement the
full design for all three blocks of Skyline Park.

7. How will fitness and active lifestyle opportunities be incorporated into the park
redesign?
Skyline Park will be an authentic and contemporary expression of Denver’s urban
outdoor lifestyle. DPR has heard from the public that Denver’s active outdoor
recreation is an important part of the city’s culture and should help shape the
future of Skyline Park.
8. Will the existing dog park in Skyline Park remain?
Concept design for all three blocks of Skyline Park is currently underway based
on feedback we have received from the public. As we have learned over the years
in operating the existing “pop-up” dog park, dogs and people value this amenity in
their neighborhood. Given the limited resources and space for other canine
amenities downtown, a permanent dog park will be considered as part of the future
design.
9. How will public art be incorporated into the park?
Skyline Park will be a cultural icon that celebrates the arts, culture, and the
community of Denver. DPR has heard from the public that the future design of the
park should include space that can host both permanent and temporary arts events
and installations.
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