
Meeting date:   Thursday October 10th, 2019                Time: Meeting called to order at: 5:33p.m. . 
Location: Denver Animal Shelter 1241 West Bayaud Avenue        Meeting adjourned at:  7:05p.m. 

Board Secretary: Diana Altermatt 

Attending: (check box) 

☒ Jim Rada, Chair ☒ Catherine Cooney ☒ Jim Garcia
☐ Celia Vanderloop, Vice Chair Absent ☒ Genene Duran
☒ Patti Shwayder ☐ Alisha Brown Absent ☐ Chris J. Wiant Absent

AGENDA ITEM DIVISION DESCRIPTION OF AGENDA 
ITEM 

ACTION/ DECISIONS RESPONSBILITY/ DUE DATE 

Public Hearing Denver 
Animal 
Protection 

Hearing to rescind the Rule & 
Regulation Governing the 
Permitting of Non-
Spayed/Neutered Dogs and 
Cats 

Motion from Patti Shwayder  
to approve the rescission of the 
Rule & Regulation Governing the 
Permitting of Non-
Spayed/Neutered Dogs and Cats 
was seconded by Cathy Cooney 
and passed unanimously 

 Not-applicable 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 

Rod Picasarri presented on behalf of the Department. Patti Shwayder asked Mr. Picasarri for reasons to keep an animal intact. Mr. 
Picasarri explained that some owners prefer to keep an animal their natural state.  Ms. Shwayder asked Mr. Picasarri why the 
permit was limited to one year and not for a longer amount of time.  Mr. Picasarri stated that the one-year limit is primarily in 
place for the fencing requirements, that three to five years to continually maintain a fence is excessive and one year is sufficient.  
Ms. Shwayder motioned to approve the recession. The motion was seconded by Ms. Cooney with all members voting in favor. 

Board of Public Health & Environment: Minutes 

App
rov

ed
 



AGENDA ITEM DIVISION DESCRIPTION OF AGENDA 
ITEM 

ACTION/ DECISIONS RESPONSBILITY/ DUE DATE 

Petition for Variance Public Health 
Investigations 

Petition form Spire Owners 
Association, Inc., for a pool 
variance from Chapter 51 of 
the Denver Revised Municipal 
Code governing pools 

Motion from Patti Shwayder to 
deny the pool variance request 
was seconded by Genene Duran 
and passed unanimously  

Recommended Enforcement Order will be 
sent to petitioner within two weeks.   

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION 

Patti Shwayder stated that the petition was not ready for Board action because of unanswered questions. Ms. Shwayder noted 
that the petitioner, the Department and the Denver Fire Department could work towards more of a compromise. Jim Rada asked 
Assistant City Attorney Lyndsey Carder if there was an option to delay the vote until more information could be provided to the 
Board. Ms. Carder stated that what the petitioner is requesting is the status quo and if the Board would like to see more of a 
compromise then that would be a different variance request. Ms. Carder continued that the Board could deny the current request 
and the petitioner could return and present the Board with another variance request. Genene Duran noted that the pool needs to 
be secured and that more due-diligence could be done on the part of the petitioner with different fencing options. Mr. Rada 
wanted to know what the fire department and the building department had to say about the deck area and the amenities on it.  
Jim Garcia agreed with the comments of the other Board members. Cathy Cooney noted that the petitioner did not provide 
alternatives to remedy the situation. Mr. Rada stated that the petitioner failed to show the undue hardship. Ms. Shwayder noted 
the petitioner outlining that it was not the cost but the reduction of the amenities that created the undue hardship. Mr. Rada 
stated that the department is not asking for amenities to be taken away but for isolation of the pool from other amenities. Ms. 
Shwayder noted that overlapping regulations from multiple City departments may result in the loss of some amenities. Ms. 
Shwayder motioned to deny the variance. The motion was seconded by Ms. Duran and all members voted in favor of the motion.  
Finally, Ms. Shwayder requested that the Department and other City agencies work together with the petitioner to see if a 
resolution can be found. She also noted the possibility of a future variance request.  App

rov
ed

 




