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Kiewit Noise Variance Request – Frequently Asked Questions 

The Denver Department of Public Health & Environment (“DDPHE” or the “Department”) is committed 

to transparency and communication with the Globeville and Elyria-Swansea (GES) communities to 

protect the health, safety, and quality of life for all residents. As part of that commitment, the 

Department is providing the following information about the recent application for a noise variance 

associated with the I70 project. 

Background 

On September 6, 2018, the Denver Board of Public Health and Environment (“BPHE” or the “Board”) 

granted Kiewit Infrastructure Co. (“Kiewit”), a variance to the City and County of Denver’s Noise 

Ordinance. The existing variance allows Kiewit to conduct certain construction activity at night on the 

Central 70 Project until September 6, 2019.  

On June 10, 2019, Kiewit submitted another petition for a variance to the Noise Ordinance. The 

Denver Board of Public Health and Environment (“BPHE” or the “Board”) will consider this petition at 

its meeting on August 8th.  The Department will make a recommendation regarding the petition to 

the Board on July 26th. Kiewit’s most recent petition requests changes to the existing variance 

approved in August 2018. 

What is in this petition? 

There are two major parts to this request.  Kiewit is asking that the existing variance be extended 

until the end of the project.  Kiewit also is asking to change the definition of the term “Major Structure 

Activity” to mean “any demolition involving a Major Structure.” This would reduce the rest day 

schedule for activities that are not related to demolition of a Major Structure.  

If the Board grants KIC’s petition, how will the conditions be enforced? 

The current variance contains strict noise standards that can’t be exceeded, as well as limits to work 

processes, practices, and equipment that produce noise. If the Board grants another variance with 

conditions, DDPHE will continue to monitor and enforce those standards, including issuing fines and 

penalties if conditions are not met.  

What if the variance is not approved? 

If the variance is not approved construction work will only be allowed during the day. This may delay 

the overall completion of the project and community impacts associated with construction may last 

longer.   
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What types of conditions are associated with the current variance? 

The current conditions on the variance include best management practices to reduce impacts to the 

community. These include conditions related to traffic control and safety, noise reduction, truck 

loading and unloading, and requirements for the equipment used during nighttime construction. 

Additionally, the conditions require Kiewit to pay for hotel costs associated with households impacted 

by construction. The Department is committed to working with the community and would welcome 

comments regarding improved complaint response and better communication with the community. 

 

 

Important Dates and Community Input Information 

Comments for the Board must be submitted by close of business August 7th.  Written 

comments can be sent by email to BEH@denvergov.org.  Written comments also can be 

mailed or hand delivered to the Department of Public Health and Environment (DPHE), 

Office of Administration, Attention Diana Altermatt, 101 West Colfax Ave., Suite 800, 

Denver CO 80202.  People also can leave recorded comments by calling (720) 432-0110.  

Recorded comments can be left anonymously. 
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