FirmConsumption
Overview
& Waste
CONSUMPTION BASED EMISSIONS INVENTORY
Definition: Inventory of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated with the
consumption of goods and services by the residents of the city.
For most U.S. cities, the GHG from consumption outweighs the GHG from
production within city limits.
●
Excludes emissions from visitor activities
●
Excludes emissions from goods and services that are exported from the city
●
Includes emissions from goods and services that are imported into the city
●
Consumerism, product supply chain, & waste are all significant factors

CURRENT GOALS
2020:
Complete first city-wide Consumption Based
Emissions Inventory
2030:
50% diversion of waste from landfills
57% reduction in tons of residential food waste
collected by the city

Note: A full consumption based emissions inventory has not
been conducted. The data presented is an estimate and does
not include all categories.

2040:
Zero waste (100% diversion from landfills)

WHAT DENVER IS CURRENTLY DOING
●
●

Without action, many cities around the globe
will see their consumption-based emissions
nearly double by 2050.

●
●
●

Recycle Colorado & CDPHE Contractors Challenge
CDPHE provides free pollution prevention assessments for
businesses
Improved landfill data for more accurate diversion rate
City waste GHG inventory conducted in 2019
Food Matters restaurant food waste program
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SUPPORT / VOLUNTARY

Consumption & Waste

POLICIES / CODES

POTENTIAL STRATEGIES
Community Based
Social Marketing &
Education

Sponsor or
Incentivize Repair
Clinics & Related
Job Training

Policies and Regulations
to Minimize Landfill
Waste (“Zero Waste
Ordinance”)

Incentives and
Initiatives to
Encourage/Require
Material Reuse

CASE STUDY
C40 Cities
C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group
●
Study evaluated consumption-based emissions of 79 cities
and investigated strategies to reduce consumption-based
emissions.
●
85% of emissions associated with goods & services
consumed were imported from elsewhere, demonstrating the
importance of reducing consumption.
●
The table to the right shows the results of this study and
potential strategies to reduce consumption-based emissions.
Other City Efforts:
●
Waltham, MA has a resource to lookup where items that
cannot be sent to the landfill can be repaired or recycled.
●
Waste emissions in Portland have decreased by 82% (from a
1990 baseline) as a result of diverting waste from landfills
using recycling, composting, and landfill methane capture.
●
In 2012, San Francisco diverted close to 80% of the city’s
waste stream from landfills.
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