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Smart Leasing: Conversations about Energy Efficiency 
Smart Leasing refers to any activity that better aligns the interests of tenants and landlords to achieve 
high performance, healthy, and energy-efficient buildings. 

Smart Leasing encourages all stakeholders in the leasing process to have conversations about energy 
efficiency, sustainability, and building performance during the pre-lease and site selection process, lease 
negotiation and build-out, and occupancy and operations. 

Reduce Operating Costs 
Landlords and Property Managers involved with leasing energy-efficient space has been proven to 
improve asset value through reduced operating costs and increase tenant retention. By integrating smart 
leasing into your business practices, you can unlock the value of leasing cost-efficient space that reduces 
utility costs, drives tenant satisfaction, and benefits your bottom line. 

Smart Leasing steps for Landlords and Property Managers: 

 

Promote the energy-efficient features of your property to the market, including 
the ENERGY STAR® score. 

 

Set efficiency standards build out of leased spaces and communicate your 
criteria and its benefits to prospective tenants. 

 

Submeter your tenant spaces to increase transparency and provide data that 
can help you target and pursue energy-efficiency improvements. 

 

Implement, evaluate, and continuously improve energy management practices 
throughout building operations to establish consistency towards achieving 
efficiency goals. 

Resources to learn more: 
• Department of Energy’s Better Buildings: 

1. Build Out to Save Money – Large Office 
2. Build Out to Save Money – Small Office 
3. 10 Green Leasing Tips for Building Owners 

• Environmental Protection Agency’s ENERGY STAR®: 
1. Find Green Space 
2. Engage Occupants 

• Green Lease Leaders: Reference Guide for Landlords 
• Institute of Market Transformation:  

Why Landlords Should Take the Lead on Installing Submeter Technology 

 

https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/climate-sustainability/programs-services/smart-leasing-program.html
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/Build%20Out%20to%20Save%20Money%20-%20Large%20Office.pdf
https://betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/Build%20Out%20to%20Save%20Money%20-%20Small%20Office_0.pdf
https://betterbuildingsinitiative.energy.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/top-10-green-leasing-best-practices.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tenants/find_green_space
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/save-energy/engage-occupants
https://www.greenleaseleaders.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Green-Lease-Leaders-Landlords-Reference-Guide.pdf
https://www.imt.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/LTEP-Analysis_Why-Landlords-Should-Take-the-Lead-On-Installing-Submeter-Technology.pdf
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