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Landlords and tenants in commercially leased space 

agree that a more energy efficient space is more 

desirable. However, it can often be challenging for 

the two sides to come to an agreement on how to 

implement a project and allocate the associated 

costs. As a tenant in an energy-intense building, an 

important first step in reducing your environmental 

impact is to engage with your property manager to 

discuss opportunities to reduce energy consumption. 

 

Judy Purviance-

Anderson of Cushman & 

Wakefield describes the 

importance of shared 

environmental values 

between both tenants 

and property managers,  

“The synergy we 

(Cushman & Wakefield) 

have developed with 

tenants such as the City 

and County of Denver is 

crucial in order to 

achieve a reduction in 

overall energy 

consumption and 

savings while 

maintaining a temperate 

environment for 

occupants.” 

• Check out the Smart 

Leasing Webpage 

and sign up for our 

newsletter!  

• Take the pledge  

• Connect with us! 

The Office of Environmental Quality currently occupies space in the downtown Denver 

Post building. The City had not engaged with their Property Manager, Cushman & 

Wakefield, about energy use and opportunities to align their energy reduction efforts. 

The City and County of Denver believed that some simple strategies could improve 

occupant comfort, save costs, and help achieve the city’s goal of using 30% less 

energy in buildings by 2030. 

CHALLENGE 

The City set up a conversation with their Property Manager, Judy Purviance-Anderson 

of Cushman and Wakefield. As a participant in the Smart Leasing Program, the City 

and County of Denver recognized the importance of engaging in a conversation with 

the property manager. With the tenant best practices guide in hand, the team felt 

empowered to have a meaningful conversation with the property manager about how 

energy was being used on site, and how they could collaborate to pursue energy 

efficiency together.  

. 

SOLUTIONS 

The teams identified key opportunities for reducing energy use in the Denver Post 

offices that can be applicable to many buildings in the Denver area. This includes 

reducing Saturday operating hours since the space is likely unoccupied on Saturday 

mornings, strategic perimeter window coverings during extreme summer and winter 

weather conditions to greatly reduce pre-cooling and pre-heating of the space, and 

programming the building’s automation system (BAS) to change set points that 

correspond with the City’s Cool Biz policy. As a result of the conversations, the City is 

more aligned with its goal of using 30% less energy by 2030 and has an opportunity to 

share this experience with building occupants and other real estate stakeholders. 

. 

RESULTS 

• The City and County of 

Denver had not engaged 

with their property 

manager about energy 

use  

• A conversation revealed 

an opportunity to reduce 

operating hours and 

change set points to 

save energy 
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