
Walk-Shop
MORE LANDSCAPING,

LESS WATERING
By the Congress Park Neighbors Green Team

OVERVIEW
The Congress Park Neighbors Green Team organized a "walk-shop", or walking workshop,

to highlight water-wise landscapes in their local neighborhood.

The event included a presentation on Xeriscaping by Denver Water, a tour of Sewall's Sensory
Garden, a guided walking tour of nine gardens throughout the neighborhood, and the

opportunity for participants to learn about water-wise landscaping directly from their neighbors.

During the walking tour, participants visited a variety of yards featuring everything from a "do it
yourself" approach, to a Colorado native blue grama lawn, to a professionally landscaped

xeriscape yard. Neighbor hosts presented their reasons for converting to this type of
landscape and approaches to saving water in their yard. 

EDUCATE ENGAGE INSPIRE

STEPS TO IMPLEMENT

BE CLEAR ABOUT THE VISION/INTENTION
Congress Park's intent was to show people the beauty of water-
wise landscapes already in place in the neighborhood, and to
demonstrate how this type of landscaping can save money and
water. 

DECIDE ON TIMING
Make sure that everything can fit within the given time (e.g., 2
hours). Estimate how long to spend at each garden and how
long it will take to walk between each site. Remember, people
will be walking or standing the whole time. 

PUT TOGETHER A MAP
Create a map of the route of the walking tour with markers at
the stops. Add location notes for each garden stop. 

Consider accessibility for the route and plan for bathroom breaks.

OUTLINE THE EVENT
Consider adding local resources, such as a presentation on
xeriscaping or information on local landscapers to the event.
Make a handout of useful resources for participants.

DETERMINE WHICH LANDSCAPES
TO FEATURE
Survey the neighborhood to find a collection of suitable gardens
within a walkable area.

Reach out to neighbors to see if they would be willing to
showcase their garden. Conduct interviews with those interested
to learn more about their practices. Identify a walking route and
location to begin and end. 

STEPS TO IMPLEMENT

BEGIN THE EVENT! 
Be sure to give an overview of the topic and purpose of the
walkshop. Encourage neighbors to meet each other and ask
questions. Use a sign in sheet to track participants and collect
emails for follow-up. 

Remember to take pictures!

EVENT WRAP UP
Allow time for neighbors to ask questions and provide feedback.
Ask neighbors what they learned and what they could do next.

GET THE WORD OUT
Post flyers, use a neighborhood newsletter, advertise on
NextDoor and Facebook. Include walkshop start and stop time,
where to meet, what to bring (e.g., water bottle, hat, notebook).

FOLLOW UP
Send a Thank You email to all participants to maintain contact.
Also, consider a small thank you gift, such as a native plant for
each neighbor host. Document the event on your website or
social media. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

POTENTIAL CHALLENGES

PLAN FOR
ACCESSIBILITY
Congress Park had participants in
wheelchairs and crutches 

YOU CAN'T COVER
EVERYTHING
Don't try to visit every yard in your
neighborhood

TIME OF YEAR CAN
BE CHALLENGING
Make sure some plants will be
blooming during your walkshop

RECOGNIZE
BOUNDARIES
Not everyone will want to participate
or show off their landscaping -- and
that's okay!

MAKE USE OF 
COMMUNITY
RESOURCES 

PROVIDE
WATER AND
BATHROOM

BREAKS

GIVE 
EVERYONE A

MAP AND
HANDOUTS

MAKE IT
ENJOYABLE!

HONOR AND
APPRECIATE

YOUR
NEIGHBORS


