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Design Guidelines for the Public Realm

Design in the Public 
Realm includes…
• Streetscape

– Sidewalks, courts, plazas
• Street sections

– Medians, gateways, roundabouts
• Public places (linked to 

streetscape)
– Public buildings
– Open spaces, parks
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Design in the 
Public Ream can…
• Stimulate private investment
• Reinforce neighborhood 

character
• Provide public amenities
• Encourage pedestrian activity
• Support multi-modal access
• Promote social interaction
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Guidelines types for the public 
realm
• Prescriptive standards

– Materials, dimensions, etc.
• Design procedures

– Things to consider, steps to follow
• Performance-oriented characteristics

– Sustainable, comfortable, maintainable
• Character-oriented

– Context based
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Streetscapes
• Plantings
• Street furniture
• Information
• Art
• Lighting
• Places



Design Guidelines for the Public Realm

Public Outdoor 
Places

• Parks, plazas, courts
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Inside Edges
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Wayfinding & 
District Identifiers
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Public Art
• Location
• Relationship to 

context
• Potential themes
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Design Guidelines for the 
Public Realm can be in…
• Master plans

– Neighborhood
– Corridor

• Design manuals
– Public works
– Transportation
– Etc. 

• Development codes
– Regulating plans
– Street types

• Design guidelines
– Public infrastructure 
– Interface of public and 

private realms
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Public Realm in a Master Plan

Spenard TOD Corridor – Anchorage, AK
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Public Realm 
Guidelines in Area 
Plans
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Corridor 
Typologies
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Streetscape 
Typologies
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Streetscape 
Typologies



Design Guidelines for the Public Realm

Form Based 
Codes
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Form Based 
Codes

Chapel Hill, NC
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Public – Private 
Interface
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Public – Private 
Interface
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Low Impact 
Development
• Coordinated 

with the public 
works 
department’s 
design manual
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The  Role of 
Context
1. Respect existing 

character
2. Establish a new 

character
3. Some of each
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Civic Buildings

• Orientation to street
• Organization of open 

space



Design Guidelines for the Public Realm

A Strategy for Developing 
Design Guidelines in the Public 
Realm…
• Who is the audience?

– Other agencies?
– Designers and contractors?

• How will they use the guidelines?
– In consultation?
– As regulations?
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A Strategy for Developing 
Design Guidelines in the Public 
Realm…
• How broad is the context?

– Citywide?
– A Neighborhood, corridor or district?
– A Specific planning area?

• How will they relate to private sector 
guidelines?
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Defining Typologies
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