Why is Housing important?
Addressing Housing in Blueprint Denver will:
1. Help increase the diversity of housing options 		
		 in all Denver neighborhoods;
2. Help provide different housing sizes that
		 accommodate different households, ages, and
		 incomes;
3. Help provide the ability to age-in-place:
		 housing options that are affordable and easy to
		 maintain for seniors; and
4. Help provide housing that allows younger
		 residents to buy their first homes.

Denver’s 5
year housing
plan
Housing an
Inclusive Denver is
the city’s new plan
to address Denver’s
housing needs.

Housing an Inclusive Denver
outlines four key goals:
Create affordable housing in
vulnerable areas AND in
areas of opportunity.
Preserve affordability and
housing quality.
Promote equitable and
accessible housing options.
Stabilize residents at risk of
involuntary displacement.

Fundamental Values:

A diverse range of housing from single family to duplexes,
row homes, town homes, fourplexes and apartments can
provide a greater variety of housing and choice for all residents
in Denver.
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Leverage and enhance housing
investments to support
inclusive communities.
Identify ways to foster
communities of opportunity.
Housing as a continuum that
serves residents across a range
of incomes.
Embrace neighborhood
diversity.

HOUSING IN DENVER

Highlights of Preliminary Recommendations

To help achieve the goals outlined in Blueprint Denver, a series of policies, objectives and strategies have been identified.
Policies are statements that help to achieve the desired goal.
Objectives are measurable and time-bound targets.
Strategies are actions and incremental steps that help achieve the policies and objectives.
Draft Policy 1: Expand housing choice by allowing more accessory dwelling units (ADUs)
(also called granny flats or carriage houses) throughout the city.
Example Strategies:
• Allow ADUs in all residential areas.
• Revise ADU zoning standards to be sensitive
to surrounding character, including height and
building mass.

Draft Policy 2: Diversify housing options by integrating “missing middle” housing
into low- and low-medium scale residential areas.
Example Strategies:
• In single- and two-unit areas, allow two- to four-unit structures in appropriate locations,
such as corner lots along collector streets. This could include a requirement to provide
income-restricted affordable units in exchange for the increased density.
• Incentivize the re-use of existing structures to add more units, rather than a complete
redevelopment of the site.

WHAT IS THE “MISSING MIDDLE”?
The “missing middle” are housing types which fill the gap between single-family homes and mid to high rise apartment buildings.

