
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

What has been the planning process for this project?
• There have been numerous studies completed in the last decade addressing the need for a bike and pedestrian 
bridge in this location.
• Gathering of data and community input resulting in completion of the East/West Connectivity Study in 2016 and 
that identified a preferred alternative.
•• Denver has and continues to coordinate with railroad officials as well as federal, state and local agencies that will 
be impacted by this bridge project.

What are the funding sources for this project?
The total cost for design and construction of this project is $12 million. Of this total, $9.4 million is coming from the 
voter-approved GO Bond program and another $2.5 million from CDOT’s Transportation Alternatives Program. The 
City currently has funds to complete 30% design of the bridge, NEPA environmental clearance and relocation of the 
gas regulator station. 

Why does the preferred alternative indicate ramps and not elevators?Why does the preferred alternative indicate ramps and not elevators?
There are safety, maintenance and reliability issues associated with elevators. If an elevator breaks down, there 
would be no way for cyclists and people with mobility restrictions to access the bridge. To provide the best connec-
tivity, ramps are more practical and useful. The operation and maintenance of elevators is costly, and it is not a cus-
tomary practice for the City to install and maintain elevators for bridges.

How tall will this bridge be?
The Union Pacific Railroad requires bridges over its tracks to be 23 ½ feet above their rail so that it doesn’t impede 
with safety and freight operations. 

How will the City prevent vandalism and misuse of the bridge?
• This bridge is designed to keep people moving from one part of the community to the other. The City is investigat-
ing options for activating the space around the bridge, making it inviting for community gatherings and creating a 
deterrent for misuse.
• Lighting will be incorporated on and around the bridge to help maximize public safety to discourage loitering and 
unauthorized behavior around the bridge.
• The City will use an anti-graffiti coating that will make it easier to remove spray paint markings.



Will the bridge be accessible to people with various mobility restrictions?
The bridge and the ramps leading to it will comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Railings will be put in 
place to improve accessibility to the bridge and comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Will there be plexiglass or tightly woven fencing along the ramps to keep people from throwing things off 
the bridge and onto the train tracks or people below?
In the interest of public safety and not disrupting freight train operations, we are considering all available options for In the interest of public safety and not disrupting freight train operations, we are considering all available options for 
preventing objects from being thrown from the bridge. 

Will there be public art elements or aesthetic features to enhance the bridge?
The City will look at opportunities to incorporate public art elements in the design of this pedestrian bridge. When 
design is advanced enough to address aesthetic elements, the City will look to the community for input on these 
elements. 

How will this project coordinate with the York Street widening project being completed by CDOT?
The City and CDOThe City and CDOT are working closely together to coordinate the design of both projects to ensure minimal impact 
and maximum connectivity in the community.


