
 

 

FAQ Denver ‘Home by 10’ Public Health Order 

Updated: 11.9.2020 

 

Q: What are the rules of the Home by 10 Order? 

A: All public and private gatherings of any number of people who are not members of a single household 

are prohibited, except for the limited purposes permitted in the State’s most recent Public Health Order 

and this Order.  People should not gather out in public between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. 

 

Q: Why is the City enacting the Home by 10 Order? 

A: COVID-19 cases have increased significantly in Denver over the last 40 days. Over the last 12 days, 

Denver’s case numbers have put it in the Stay at Home category of the State’s COVID-19 dial. 

Hospitalizations have jumped roughly 43 percent in the region over the last week.  The City and County 

of Denver and the Denver Department of Public Health & Environment (DDPHE) attribute the surge of 

COVID-19 to a number of factors, including increased social gatherings, both indoors and outdoors, 

among people of different households. 

 

Q: Can businesses stay open during the restricted hours? 

A: No.  Any business that is not a critical business as defined by Colorado Public Health Order 20-36, 

such as hospitals, grocery stores, and pharmacies, must be closed to the public by 10 p.m. 

 

Q: What if I need to seek medical care? 

A: People who need to seek medical care are exempt under this Order and should seek medical care. 

 

Q: Does the order restrict schools, childcare facilities or learning pods? 

 

A: No. And please remember: All confirmed cases of COVID-19 in staff or students within those settings 

should be reported to DDPHEoutbreak@denvergov.org. 

 

Q: Am I allowed to travel to or from my place of work during the restricted hours? 

A: Yes. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_tYVWNTMJAuqt3kq9d2_6SNqrL7fLa7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_tYVWNTMJAuqt3kq9d2_6SNqrL7fLa7/view
mailto:DDPHEoutbreak@denvergov.org


Q: Will restaurants need to close under the Order? 

A: Restaurants must be closed to in-person dining by 10 p.m., but may provide food only through 

curbside, drive-through, and delivery after 10 p.m.  No alcohol sales are permitted after 10 p.m. 

 

Q: Can I buy alcoholic beverages at a restaurant before last call and drink it throughout the evening? 

A: No.  Patrons at restaurants and bars must plan to leave establishments in time to arrive home by 10 

p.m. 

 

Q: The order requires bars to provide food to its patrons at all times that the bar is serving liquor and 

may use an off-premises food provider to meet this requirement.  What does it mean that an off-site 

food provider must be immediately adjacent to the bar? 

A: Under the “Home by Ten” PHO, bars may only allow on-premises alcohol consumption if they make 

full meals available from a licensed retail food establishment at all times that alcohol is being served. For 

bars who are partnering with off-site licensed retail food establishments to satisfy this requirement, the 

PHO intends that this food service be full sit-down meal service that is as immediately available as if the 

food were being provided by an on-premises full-menu kitchen.  Therefore, an off-premises licensed 

retail food establishment must be within a 10-minute delivery radius of the bar’s permanent licensed 

premises and must be able to provide the food promptly for seated meal service at the premises. 

 

Q: Can two people from different households meet at a restaurant for a happy hour drink, even if on 

an outdoor patio, before 10 p.m.? 

A: Yes, two people from different households can meet at a restaurant for a happy hour drink before 10 

p.m.  Groups at restaurants are limited to six people from no more than two households. 

 

Q: Can I buy alcohol at a liquor store after 10 p.m.? 

A: No.  Liquor stores will not be allowed to sell their products after 10 p.m.  This will impact any facility 

that sells alcohol, including restaurants, grocery and liquor stores. 

 

Q: Will I be able to have Thanksgiving with my family? 

A: Yes.  The prohibition on gatherings of people of different households will be suspended on November 

26, 2020, Thanksgiving Day.  As specified by Colorado Public Health Order 20-36, individuals from up to 

two different households are permitted to gather that day.  People who are sick or experiencing flu-like 

symptoms must not leave their homes except to receive medical care, as specified in the State’s Public 

Health Order, and people at risk of severe illness from COVID-19 must avoid gathering with people from 

outside of their immediate households. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_tYVWNTMJAuqt3kq9d2_6SNqrL7fLa7/view


 

Q: Are grandparents allowed to see and/or care for their grandchildren while the parents are at work? 

A: The intent of the one-household limit is to stop large social gatherings in unregulated settings and to 

stop mingling between households – not to keep grandparents from caring for or visiting their 

grandkids. 

 

Q: How will the Order be enforced? 

A: The Denver Department of Public Health & Environment (DDPHE), the Denver Sheriff Department 

(DSD) and the Denver Police Department (DPD) will respond to complaints of violations with an 

emphasis on compliance. Teams will proactively monitor for violations in various settings, including 

parks and venues. 

 

Q: Will DPD stop drivers at random after 10 p.m. and before 5 a.m. to enforce the Order? 

A: No. 

 

Q: What are the potential penalties of violating the Order? 

A: Anyone caught violating this public health order is subject to a fine not to exceed $999.00 or 

imprisonment for not more than 300 days, pursuant to Denver Revised Municipal Code (DRMC), Section 

1-13.  Officers will enforce the Order citywide. 

 

Q: What constitutes “travel” under the Order? 

A: “Travel” includes, without limitation, travel on foot, bicycle, skateboard, scooter, motorcycle, 

automobile, or public transit, or any other mode of transporting a person from one location to another. 

 

Q: Can I still work in my office? 

A: Yes.  Appropriate physical distancing and face covering requirements still apply. 

 

Q: Are all City employees required to work from home under this Order? 

A: No.  City employees continue to be encouraged to work from home to the extent possible without 

having an impact on their work functions. 

 

Q: Can I still use public transportation under the Order? 

https://library.municode.com/co/denver/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITIIREMUCO_CH1GEPR_S1-13GEPE
https://library.municode.com/co/denver/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITIIREMUCO_CH1GEPR_S1-13GEPE


A: Yes.  Appropriate physical distancing and face covering requirements still apply. 

 

Q: Am I allowed to gather with others at a private residence during restricted hours? 

A: No.  You may not gather with individuals from different households under the Order.  Travel to and 

from private residences during restricted hours is not permitted, unless it is a necessary activity 

specified by the State’s Public Health Order or otherwise allowed under this Order. 

 

Q: Am I allowed to be outside during restricted hours? What about on my own property? 

A: You should not be in any public place accessible to the general public.  You may be outside on your 

own property or place of residence. 

 

Q: What is a “public place?” 

A: For purposes of this emergency regulation, “public place” means any place, whether on privately or 

publicly owned property, accessible to the general public, including but not limited to public streets and 

roads, alleys, highways, driveways, sidewalks, parks, vacant lots, and unsupervised property.  For 

purposes of this emergency regulation, “public place” does not include the Denver International Airport. 

 

Q: Even though all recreational sports activities outside of professional, college, and high school sports 

are prohibited, can I still train with a coach? 

A: One-on-one coaching sessions with a personal trainer are still allowed and must follow the Personal 

Services requirements under the State Public Health Order.  Outside of professional, college, and high 

school programs, team sports are prohibited for the next 30 days.  This prohibition does not extend to 

organized after-school activities for Denver school children.  Under the State PHO, any organized team 

training is prohibited in indoor pools.  Outdoor pools may operate at 50% capacity not to exceed 50 

people.  Frequently touched surfaces, shared objects, and bathrooms should be cleaned and disinfected 

every hour.   

 

Q: Will this Order prevent people from protesting in public places? 

A: No.  Peaceful First Amendment activity is allowed, but participants should adhere to appropriate 

physical distancing and face covering requirements. This Order is necessary to protect the public health 

and safety of the entire community due to the effects of COVID-19. 

 

Q: Will any other cities and/or counties in the Denver metro area be enacting a similar public health 

order? 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_tYVWNTMJAuqt3kq9d2_6SNqrL7fLa7/view
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A: News reports indicate that Pueblo and Summit County similarly require people to remain at home 

after 10 p.m.  Please contact individual jurisdictions for more detailed information. 

 

Q: Can I travel from Denver to an adjacent city and/or county during restricted hours? 

A: Yes, you may travel through the city to a location outside of Denver. 

 

Q: Can I travel to and from Denver International Airport? 

A: Yes, travel to and from Denver International Airport is permitted. 

 

Q: Can I travel to and from the grocery store during restricted hours? 

A: Yes, but you are urged to purchase groceries outside of the restricted hours. 

 

Q: Who is exempted under the Order? 

A:  

• All law enforcement, fire, paramedics or other medical personnel, Colorado National Guard as 
well as any other emergency response personnel authorized by the City and County of Denver, 
and credentialed members of the news media 

• Individuals traveling directly to and from work, traveling directly to and from the Denver 
International Airport, fleeing dangerous circumstances, or experiencing homelessness 

• Travel required by law enforcement or a court order 

• Providing or accessing necessary activities, as specified by the State’s Public Health Order, like 
obtaining medical supplies, visiting a healthcare professional, delivering necessary supplies to a 
family member, or caring for a family member 

• Any person to whom permission by authorized City and County of Denver officials is specifically 
granted 

 

Q: Can I walk my dog around the block during restricted hours? 

A: Yes, you may engage in limited outdoor activities like walking your dog around the block. 

 

Q: Isn’t this overreacting? Why does the City feel it necessary to enact this type of public health  

order? 

A: No.  Pursuant to Denver Revised Municipal Code (DRMC) Section 24-16, the Executive Director of the 

Denver Department of Public Health & Environment (DDPHE) has the authority to adopt emergency 

rules to protect the immediate public health, safety and welfare of Denver residents. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_tYVWNTMJAuqt3kq9d2_6SNqrL7fLa7/view
https://library.municode.com/co/denver/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITIIREMUCO_CH24HESA_ARTIIMAPUHEEN_S24-16GEPODU


 

Q:  Are COVID-19 cases truly worsening? 

A: Yes.  The City and County of Denver’s 7-day moving average of new COVID-19 cases has increased 

from 290.0 on October 29, 2020 to 418.9 on November 5, 2020.  Similarly, the City and County of 

Denver’s two-week cumulative incidence rate per 100,000 people has increased from 341.6 on October 

22, 2020 to 683.2 on November 5, 2020.  In addition, the number of COVID hospitalizations is on the 

rise.  The City and County of Denver and DDPHE attribute the surge of COVID-19 to a number of factors, 

including increased social gatherings, both indoors and outdoors, among people of different households. 

 

Q: Will the city start using Rapid PCR COVID-19 testing on the general public? 

A: The City will explore the use of Rapid PCR COVID-19 testing in certain settings only in partnership with 

the State and other local organizations.  These settings include, but are not necessarily limited to, long-

term care facilities, shelters, and neighborhoods with disproportionately high positivity rates. 

 

Q: Is there a chance the Order will be extended beyond December 7? 

A: The Executive Director of the Denver Department of Public Health & Environment will make that 

determination based on the progress of reducing virus case numbers. 

 

 


