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Citizen Oversight Board Statement on the Retirement of Police Chief Paul Pazen  

DENVER—The past few years have been challenging for Denver and have strained the 
relationship between our community and our police force. We acknowledge and appreciate the 
difficult and dangerous jobs performed by Denver’s law enforcement officers, but the police 
response to the George Floyd protests in the summer of 2020 and the recent police shootings of 
innocent citizens on July 17 in LoDo are two high profile failures that underscore the need for 
systemic change in the the Denver Police Department (DPD).   
 
Public trust in law enforcement is established through accountability and transparency. It is our 
hope that under the new leadership of Ron Thomas, should his appointment be confirmed by 
Council, the DPD will engage in a renewed effort to fully restore that public trust. We wish him 
the best of luck in his new role and we look forward to working with him as we continue to 
provide civilian oversight of law enforcement along with the Office of Independent Monitor.  
 
While there are many things that fall under the Police Chief’s purview, our city also faces 
challenges that will require coordinated efforts by all of our city leaders to meaningfully address. 
As we work to hire a new Independent Monitor and await the changes that next year’s election 
will bring, we remain hopeful that the role of public safety will be reimagined in our city with 
the support of our city leaders, law enforcement and community. 
  
 
----------------------------------------------- 
The Citizen Oversight Board was created in 2004. It consists of nine community members who 
are broadly tasked with assessing the effectiveness and policies of the Department of Public 
Safety and the Office of the Independent Monitor, and making recommendations as appropriate.  
As of November 2021, the COB is also responsible for selecting the head of the Office of the 
Independent Monitor. 
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