
Redistricting 101 Community Engagement 
Sessions



Meeting 
Purpose

We are here to…
Offer input on proposed District maps

• For each map, what do you like, 
what would you change and why?

• Comparing maps, what drives you to 
favor one map over the others, and 
what concerns do you have?

In order to…
Provide Council with the range of 
community preferences to help them 
make their decisions



Meeting Agenda

Educational 
presentation

Open House-Style 
Breakouts

Visit each map and use 
stickies to provide feedback

Full Group Discussion

Compare and contrast maps

Cellphone polling to 
indicate preferences



Meeting 
Guidelines/Norms
• Demonstrate courtesy and 

respect
• Provide productive ideas 

and feedback
• Focus on the task at hand
• Actively listen, keep an 

open mind, and refrain 
from interrupting

• Help us stay on agenda



What is 
Redistricting?

Every 10 years Denver City Council is required to redraw its council 
district boundaries based on the most recent US Census Data. The 
new district map will be relevant for the April 2023 election.

Council must abide by 
several rules while 
redistricting according to 
our city Charter:
• Divided into 11 districts
• Equal population
• Compactness
• Contain contiguous 

territory
• Comprised of whole 

election precincts
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Why is 
Redistricting 
Important?

• Helps ensure that communities have equal access to political 
representation

• Influences how elected officials advocate for community interests 
and respond to needs

• Defines long-term (10-year) boundaries around communities of 
interest (groups of people in a geographic area who share similar 
interests/priorities)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These will be the boundaries for the next 3 municipal elections



How has 
Denver 
changed?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2010 vs. 2020 – Target population is 65,047



How has 
Denver 

changed?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Population Change – Stable, slight gain, moderate gain, major gain



How has Denver changed?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Racial group plurality change from 2010 to 2020



Population: 415,786
Districts: 9
Average population: 46,000

How has Denver 
changed?

1950’s

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each 10 years, say what the average council district size is – get census number for that decade and divide by number of districts (9)



How has Denver 
changed?

1960’s

Population: 493,887
Districts: 9
Average population: 55,000
Change: +18.7%



How has Denver 
changed?

1970’s

Population: 514,678
Districts: 11
Average population: 47,000
Change: +4.2%



How has Denver 
changed?

1980’s

Population: 492,365
Districts: 11
Average population: 45,000
Change: -4.4%



How has Denver 
changed?

1990’s

Population: 467,549
Districts: 11
Average population: 43,000
Change: -5.1%



How has Denver 
changed?

2000’s

Population: 556,094
Districts: 11
Average population: 51,000
Change: +18.9%



How has Denver 
changed?

2010’s

Population: 600,158
Districts: 11
Average population: 55,000
Change: +7.9%



What is the Process?

denvergov.org/Redistricting • # DefineYourDenver • Redistricting2022@denvergov.org

July-September 2021

• Small working group 
finalized Resolution of 
Principles and 
Procedure

• Resolution adopted by 
City Council

• Data from US Census 
published

October-December 
2021

• State Redistricting plan 
submitted and 
approved

• Election precinct maps 
finalized

• Council trained on 
redistricting software

January-March 2022

• Council convenes as 
Committee of the 
Whole

• Members of Council 
and the public draw 
maps

• Public vetting of maps
• Final map approved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Denver City Council is required to redraw its council boundaries every 10 yearsA small working group has convened since fall of 2020 to draft an outreach plan and methodology for redistricting Council needs to draft its resolution outlining procedure and criteriaConvene a committee of the whole to formulate the resolution and begin discussion of mapsPublic meetings to vet maps CM Sandoval is meeting one-on-one with each councilmember to discuss district boundaries and resolution contentThis resolution has criteria that is required by our charter for redistricting, but also has other requirements such as public hearings, public meetings, respecting incumbent addresses. Public hearing on Tuesday March 29th—the final map will be adopted.
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Community Engagement:
How Did we Get to the Final Maps Presented Today?
Define Your Denver: Three-Phased Approach

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Mapping Communities of 
Interest with 

Representable.org

Census Data 
release and 

initial review

Public 
dashboard with 

census data

Denver Residents 
draw maps and 
give input using 

Maptitude
software

Vet Maps –
Public and/or 

Council 
Sponsored 

Maps
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We are 
here!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public input has been collected through Maptitude and other channels. After reviewing all of the maps submitted (insert #) Council went through a deliberative process to determine which ones they wanted to submit on behalf of their district. Those maps are the ones you will be discussing tonight.  If you have any concern about any of the maps, reach out to your Council representative.
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Define Your Denver –
Mapping Drive Results

• 154 Communities of Interest (COI) 
submissions

• Input collected through Representable 
(online tool) – participation was limited

• 14 group COIs detected through 
analysis:

• West Denver
• North Denver
• East Colfax
• Montbello
• Lowry
• Green Valley Ranch
• Colfax
• Capital Hill
• Northeast Park Hill
• Baker
• Mayfair
• Washington Virginia Vale
• College View
• West of Union Station

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One step in the public input process to-date to choose the 13 maps presented tonight has ben through the Representable tool, in which community members were encouraged to submit areas that they considered communities of interest (a group of people who share common social and economic interests and would benefit from being maintained in a single district). For example, community members in an area who formed around getting assistance to repair their neighborhood after a natural disaster may want to define that area as a community of interest. People were given an opportunity to map communities of interest and this was the data that was received. Just because the map does not show communities of interest in every area of the city does not mean they are not there—it just means that participation was limited and no community member submitted one for that area.



What is gerrymandering?

denvergov.org/Redistricting • # DefineYourDenver • Redistricting2022@denvergov.org

Gerrymandering is the practice of drawing district lines in a way 
that favors one group. Gerrymandering allows politicians to choose 
voters, instead of voters choosing politicians. Minority groups have 
disproportionately suffered from the manipulation of district lines.

-Source: Representable.org

To learn more about gerrymandering, visit 
www.denvergov.org/redistricting and select – Redistricting Resources

mailto:Redistricting2022@denvergov.org
http://www.denvergov.org/redistricting


What’s Next?

1. Your feedback will be submitted to 
Council in a final comprehensive 
report

2. Based on your input, Council will 
vote in March to approve the final 
map

3. New districts will be in effect for the 
2023 election



• Spend approximately 3 minutes with each map 
• Type in the stickies on the provided link to provide your 

input on:
• What do you like about this map?
• Is there anything you would change about this 

map? 
• Why is that change (or changes) important to you? 

• Remember: The “why” is just as important as the 
“what”!

Breakout Group Directions – 45 min.



Group 
Discussion –
Let’s Compare!

What factors are 
driving your decision to 

favor one map over 
another?

What 
concerns you 

about your 
least favorite 

map?

What are the 
“absolute 
musts” for 

you?



Polling Exercise – go to www.menti.com and use the code 2024 0852

• Enter link to poll (integrated with PowerPoint)

http://www.menti.com/


Questions? Emily Lapel
Redistricting2022@denvergov.org
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