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Nothing in this Guidance shall supersede any Denver ordinance or regulation. 
 

Denver Revised Municipal Code, Chapter 10, Article XIV. 
  

https://library.municode.com/co/denver/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITIIREMUCO_CH10BUBURE_ARTXIVHIRFEXBUPR


2.4.1  Benchmarking for Normalized Performance Targets 
This section outlines several areas where CASR may differ from typical ESPM guidance or is 
emphasizing a particular item so that building owners can normalize their 2030 target to their 
building characteristics. This includes accounting for high-intensity property types, swimming polls, 
data centers, parking, electric vehicle charging stations, and third-party loads.  
 
2.4.1.1  Accounting for High-intensity Building Types 
ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager (ESPM) is designed to benchmark similar property types against 
each other on a national level. This is not always appropriate for buildings that mix high-intensity 
property types with lower-intensity types an individual building (like strip malls or hotels). When you 
complete your benchmarking report, you should break out the square footage of each sub-type. This 
will allow us to apply a more appropriate mixed-use target. Campuses, particularly colleges and 
universities, should always break out their sub-types. Table 1 lists examples of building types that 
may have high-intensity sub-types that you should break out in ESPM.  
 
TABLE 1 – POSSIBLE HIGH-INTENSITY SUBTYPES 

Building Type Possible High-Intensity Subtypes 
College/University Laboratories, Restaurant, Food Services, Fast Food, etc.  
Enclosed Mall, Strip Mall, Other - Mall Retail Store, Restaurant, Fast Food, Food Services 
Hotel Restaurant, Fast Food, Swimming Pool 
Office Restaurant, Fast Food, Retail Store 
Residence Hall/Dormitory Food Service, Fitness Center 
Stadiums (open or closed) Restaurant, Fast Food, Food Service 

 
2.4.1.2  Swimming Pools 
Swimming pools should be listed as a property use type with detailed information on the 
approximate pool size, location of the pool, and months in use. Target adjustments are available for 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools and the intensity of the adjustment is based on the building type 
(Section 3.4.6). See EPA’s Technical Reference on Swimming Pools and the ENERGY STAR Score in 
the United States and Canada for more information on how to benchmark swimming pools.  
 
2.4.1.3  Data Centers 
The Benchmarking Report should reflect the accurate square footage of the data center. Building 
types for large data center square footage and target adjustments for smaller data centers will be 
based on what is entered into ESPM. This is the definition to determine data center square footage:  

“A room or series of rooms that share data center systems, whose primary function is 
to house equipment for the processing and storage of electronic data and that has a 
design total Information Technology Equipment (ITE) power density exceeding 20 watts 
per square foot (20 watts per 0.092 m2) of conditioned area and a total design ITE load 
greater than 10 kW.” 

 
2.4.1.4  Parking 
Parking should be entered with its square footage and configuration: open, partially enclosed, and 
completely enclosed and whether or not there is supplemental heating. If parking is a part of the 
building and the energy use is not able to be excluded from the Benchmarking Report following 
ESPM guidance, there is a target adjustment available (Section 3.4.6). If the parking structure is a 
stand-alone building and considered to be 100% of the building’s property type, the building will 
receive a 2030 target as an individual building (See Appendix A). See EPA’s Technical Reference on 
Parking and the ENERGY STAR Score in the United States and Canada for more information.  
 

https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/tools/Swimming_Pool_August_2018_508.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/tools/Swimming_Pool_August_2018_508.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/tools/Parking_August_2018_EN_508.pdf


2.4.1.5  Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 
Electric vehicle charging stations should be excluded to the extent possible based on how it is 
metered: 

• If the energy use is on the main meter, but you submeter it, then you will exclude it from your 
property and enter an additional meter with negative entries. (More information here) 

• If the energy use is on its own meter (not sub-metered), then just leave out the charging 
station altogether and exclude the meter from your benchmarking. 

• If the charging stations are provided under a third-party vendor, you could use the total kWh 
charged that are listed in the monthly reports from the vendor.  

• If the energy use is the main meter and not sub-metered, then you have to include the energy 
from the charging station.  

 
2.4.1.6  Third-party Loads 
If the building is a host for third-party items like antennas or cell towers, the energy use must be sub-
metered and excluded from the benchmarking report if the owner does not want it included in the 
energy use intensity score of the building.  
 
2.4.1.7  Renewables 
Renewable generation entry into ESPM for the Benchmarking Report is important when it comes to 
percent electricity calculations. Because percent electricity combines grid-purchased electricity with 
renewable electricity used at the building and divides it by the total energy used, it is important to 
include renewable generation in the Portfolio Manager account. The ESPM entry of renewable 
generation will not be used to calculate the Renewable Credit for performance evaluation as outlined 
in Section 3.5. That is done through a separate online application with additional questions not able 
to be collected through ESPM.  
 

https://energystar-mesa.force.com/PortfolioManager/s/article/Can-I-add-a-negative-meter-to-subtract-parking-cell-towers-EV-charging-stations-etc-1600088527076
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