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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver 
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 
Project:   #2020-LMDEMO-014 LPC Meeting:   January 19, 2021 
Address:    1920 E 6th Avenue Staff:   Brittany Bryant 
Historic Dist/DLM:  Country Club 
Year structure built:  1900 (Period of Significance in Design Guidelines: 1902-1945)  
Council District:  #10 – Chris Hinds 
Applicant:   KJ Stallings 
 
 
Project Under Review: 
Total Demolition & determination of non-contributing status 
 
 
Staff Summary: 
The property owner, KJ Stallings, is requesting the Landmark Preservation Commission determined 1920 E 6th 
Avenue as officially contributing or non-contributing to Country Club Historic District. The property owner is also 
requesting to totally demolish the structure at 1920 E 6th Avenue.  
 
Section 30-11 of the Landmark Preservation Ordinance states the following:  
 (1) In determining whether a structure or feature is contributing or non-contributing to the structure or district 

for preservation, the commission shall determine whether the structure or feature retains integrity and 
evaluate the following criteria:  

 a. Whether the structure or feature is listed as contributing or non-contributing in the designation 
ordinance or in the designation application;  

 b. Whether the structure or feature was constructed within the period of significance for the structure 
or district for preservation; or 

 c. Whether the structure or feature contributes to the significance for which the structure or district for 
preservation were designated.  

 
The Country Club Historic District was designated On August 8, 1990. Neither the designation ordinance nor the 
designation application contain a list of contributing and non-contributing structures and features for the Country Club  
 
The Country Club Historic District was designated as significant under the following criteria:  
 
1. History – Part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city, state or nation; identified with a 
person or group of persons who had some influence on society; and exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, 
social or historic heritage of the community.  
2. Architecture Portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of historic characterized by a distinctive 
architectural style; the works of an architect or master building who has influenced the development of the city; and 
contains elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent significant innovation.  



3. Geography – a district part of or related to a square, park, or other distinctive area and should be developed or 
preserved according to a plan based on a historic, cultural, or architectural motif.  
 
The designation ordinance nor the designation application list a period of significance. In May 1995 the Design 
Guideline for Country Cub Historic District list the period of significance at 1902 through 1945 stating “ The L-shaped 
district includes 380 residences, most of which were constructed during the period of significance, 1902 through 
1945.” The primary structure at 1920 E 6th Avenue is dated by the Denver Assessor’s Office c.1900 and predates the 
period of significance outlined in the Design Guidelines for the Country Club Historic District. However, the design 
guidelines do state most structure were constructed during the period of significance. 
 
1920 E 6th Ave is a simple one-story structure with decorative corner quoins, arched window openings with stone sills 
and an asphalt shingles. The 1929 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows a brick one-story dwelling with a full width 
porch, a partial width rear porch and a one-story addition to the east with a wood shingle roof noted by an “X.” The 
structure form remains intact although the brick has been painted, the full width front porch removed, and the rear 
porch enclosed.  
 
The applicant states the structure was carriage house dwelling, however, Landmark staff have found no evidence that 
this structure was originally a carriage house. Evidence indicates that it has always been an independent dwelling. 
The structure appears of the 1905 Baist’s Real-estate Atlas of Denver and is one of the earliest dwellings to be 
constructed in William’s Driving Park Addition. This area of Country Club is known colloquial today at Park Lane 
Square.  
 
The land that later became Country Club was originally owned by John J. Reithmann. Upon Reithmann’s death in 
1901 his real estate holdings were sold off. The Country Club area was purchased by collective known as Fourth 
Avenue Realty Company. Development in the Country Club Historic District first began in the early 1900s, primarily in 
the Park Club Place addition. Development continued into the mid to late 1920s moving east into the  Park Lane 
Square and Country Club Annex additions. Park Club Place is characterized by development on smaller lots with a 
varied style of architectural forms from the early 20th century. Two-story forms dominate, however, a number one-
story bungalows, Cape Cods and other simpler structures can be found in the Park Club Place addition. As 
development moved east during the mid to late 1920s, streets, lots and homes become much larger with the Colonial, 
Mediterranean, Tudor revival styles dominating the landscape.  
 
Staff are recommending that the commission find the structure at 1920 E 6th Avenue  to be contributing to the Country 
Club Historic District and set a Public Hearing for Demolition. 1920 is contributes to the significance in with Country 
Club was designated under the following Country Club criteria: 
 
1. History – Part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city, state or nation.  
2. Architecture Portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of historic characterized by a distinctive 
architectural style. 
3. Geography – a district part of or related to a square, park, or other distinctive area and should be developed or 
preserved according to a plan based on a historic, cultural, or architectural motif.  
 
The structure contributes to the history of the city and is part of the development of this neighborhood, it is 
contemporary with the earlier structures built within the Park Club Place addition of Country Club retaining a high level 
of integrity, and is part of a distinctive area associated with the Denver Country Club, located to the south of the 
Country Club historic district.  
 
 
 

 



Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark Structures and Districts, January 2016 

Guideline Meets 
Guideline? Comments 

 
2.55 Do not demolish contributing 
buildings to a historic district or 
historic buildings with individual 
landmark designation.  
a. Take all measures required to repair 
and retain a contributing or landmark 
historic structure to protect the community 
interests in its preservation. b. Preserve 
the essential form and integrity of historic 
buildings and structures.  
c. Avoid demolitions that change the 
overall appearance, massing and volume 
of the historic building as perceived from 
public vantage points.  
d. Avoid demolition actions that remove 
historic structural systems or which 
compromise the structural integrity of a 
historic building.  
e. Do not demolish character-defining 
features of a historic property 
 

 
No 

 
Landmark staff find that 1920 E 6th Avenue is 
a contributing structure to the Country Club 
Historic District as one of its earliest 
structures.  
 
It is architecturally representative of the early 
20th century and retains a high level of 
integrity.  
 
The structure contributes to the understanding 
of the development of the Country Club 
neighborhood before the mid to late 1920s, 
when development in this section of the 
district was at its zenith.  

 
Recommendation: Denial and set Public Hearing for Demolition on February 16, 2021 
 
Basis: Structure is contributing to the Country Club Historic District.  
 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to DENY the request to determine the primary structure at 1920 East 6th Avenue as 

non-contributing to the Country Club Historic District AND SET A PUBLIC HEARING for demolition for 

application 2020-LMDEMO-014 on February 16, 2021 as per section 30-11 of Chapter 30 of the Denver 

Revised Municipal Code, design guideline 2.55, presented testimony, submitted documentation and 

information provided in the staff report. 

 
 

Alternate Motion:  I move to APPROVE the request to determine the primary structure at 1920 East 6th Avenue 

as non-contributing to the Country Club Historic District AND CONDITIONALLY APPROVE application 2020-

LMDEMO-014 for demolition with the condition that the replacement structure be approved by the Landmark 

Preservation Commission prior to the issuance of the demolition approval as per section 30-6 of Chapter 30 

of the Denver Revised Municipal Code, presented testimony, submitted documentation and information 

provided in the staff report.  



1905 Baist’s Real-estate Atlas of Denver with 1920 East 6th Ave outlined in red  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1929 Sanborn Map with 1920 E 6th Avenue outlined in red.  
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