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STAFF BRIEF
This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application. It is intended to provide guidance during the
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application. Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation

Project:
Address:
Historic Dist/DLM:
Year structure built:
Applicant:

#2021-LMDEMO-015
LPC Meeting: February 16, 2021
18300 West Alameda Parkway
Staff:
Brittany Bryant
Red Rocks Amphitheatre
C. 1946-1954
Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc. | Denver Arts & Venues

Past LPC Action:
Meeting Date: May 21, 2019
Description: South Pedestrian Bridge Demolition
Motion by G. Chapman: I move to continue to the July 9th, 2019, Landmark Preservation Commission meeting
application #2019-LMDEMO-202 for the demolition of the south pedestrian ramp at 18300 West Alameda
Parkway, Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Park.
Second: K. Corbett
Vote: Unanimous in favor (8-0-0), motion carries
Meeting Date: July 9, 2019
Description: South Pedestrian Bridge Demolition
Motion by G. Petri: I move to deny application #2019-LMDEMO-202 for the demolition of the South Pedestrian Ramp at
18300 West Alameda Parkway – Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Park, as per design guidelines 2.12, character-defining
features for the Red Rocks Amphitheatre historic district, presented testimony, submitted documentation and
information provided in the staff report.
Second: J. Johnson
Amendment by A. Wattenberg: strike “historic district” from the motion.
Accepted by motioner and seconder.
Vote: Unanimous in favor (6-0-0), motion carries.
Motion by G. Petri: I move to find that the south pedestrian ramp at 18300 West Alameda Parkway, Red Rocks
Amphitheatre and Park is a contributing feature to the historic designation of Red Rock Amphitheatre and Park.
Second: G. Johnson
Amendment by J. Johnson: Add that it is an architecturally and historically significant structure.
Accepted by motioner and seconder.
Vote: 5 in favor, 1 opposed (E. Hummel), 0 abstained, (5-1-0), motion carries.
Meeting Date: October 15, 2019
Description: Temporary Shoring of the South Pedestrian Ramp
Motion by K. Corbett: I move to conditionally approve application #2019-COA-415 for the temporary shoring of the
South Pedestrian Ramp at 18300 West Alameda Parkway – Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Park, as per intent statement
2e, design guidelines 2.3 and 3.5, presented testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff
report with the condition that the temporary shoring be in place no more than 3 years from the date of issuance of the

Certificate of Appropriateness.
Second: G. Johnson
Vote 7 in favor, 1 opposed (A. Wattenberg), (7-1-0), motion passes
Meeting Date: January 19, 2021
Description: South Pedestrian Bridge Demolition
Motion by B. Gassman: I move to set the public hearing for 2021-LMDEMO-015 for 18300 W. Alameda Parkway for
February 16, 2021.
Second: E. Warzel
Vote: Unanimous in favor (7-0-0), motion passes
Project Scope Under Review:
Demolition – South Pedestrian Bridge Demolition
Staff Summary:
The applicant, Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc., and property owner, the City & County of Denver – Denver Arts &
Venues, is requesting to demolish the South Pedestrian Bridge, a structural architectural feature of the Red Rocks
Amphitheatre and Park.
Red Rocks Amphitheatre was designed by Burnham Hoyt and constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corp
(CCC) between 1936-1941. Hoyt’s assistant, Stanley Morse added several additions to the Amphitheater in 1959.
Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Park was listed as a Denver Landmark in 1973, on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1990, and as a National Historic Landmark in 2015.
The South Pedestrian Bridge is a large elevated ramp, consisting of two ramp structures, that extends over 500
feet from the north edge of the Upper South Lot and around the eastern side of Ship Rock, cutting through Ship
Rock, to meet the southeast entrance of the Amphitheatre. The Bridge is constructed of steel and concrete with a
13 foot wide concrete deck and supported by two steel columns. The existing metal handrail is not historic
(replaced in 2000) and the concrete deck has been covered with an asphalt material.
The historical record for a date of construction for the South Pedestrian Bridge, is somewhat ambiguous.
Blueprints for the Bridge date to 1946. However, the design of the Bridge, as constructed, varies slightly from the
blueprints. Articles from the Denver Post show photographs of the Bridge from a 1946 event, yet another article
suggest the Bridge was constructed in 1954. It is clear that the Bridge is not associated with the initial work of the
CCC to the Amphitheatre and Park. The Bridge is not identified as contributing the Denver Landmark Designating
Ordinance. It is a contributing feature to the National Historic Landmark and within the time frame discussed as
significant in the National Register and Denver Landmark designation application.
The applicant is requesting to demolish the existing bridge due to concerns over efflorescence evident on the
underside of the, potential deterioration of the structural components as a result of efflorescence, delamination of
the concrete deck, concerns over structural deflection meeting current code requirements, and life safety issues
with continued operation and stress on the bridges.
At the May 21, 2019 Landmark Preservation Commission meeting, the Commission continued the application
and requested the following documents be submitted:
1. The 2017 inspection report.
2. The full analysis completed by Jacobs, including all relevant photographs regarding the structural
condition of the bridge.
3. The document that provides guidance on continued operation of the existing bridge.
4. Consultation with an expert in the field (architect, engineer, contractor, etc.) that has experience working
with historic structures.

At the July 9, 2019 Landmark Preservation Commission meeting, the Commission found that the demolition of the
south pedestrian bridges merited a demolition public hearing and an independent third party review of Jacobs
findings that the bridge was structural redundant was necessary as the original consolation on the state of the
bridge was conducted by a Jacobs employee experience with historic bridge structures. On October 4, 2019
Landmark Preservation staff and the applicant were provided with a letter from JVA Consulting Engineers
affirming that the findings of Jacobs that bridges were structurally redundant were correct and that there are “not
exceptions to the current code that would allow the bridges to continue in service without life safety concerns.”
Additionally, the letter from JVA states that the bridge cannot be successfully rehabilitated without compromising
the historic nature and aesthetics of the bridge.
The applicant has provided all additional documentation requested by the Commission and has agreed to
conduct a HABS level documentation of the existing structure.
On February 3, 2021, four posting signs were posted on the Red Rocks property to notice the demolition public
hearing. Staff noticed Historic Denver, the SHPO, Colorado Preservation Inc., the National Trust, and Friends of
Red Rocks of the demolition public hearing.
The applicant has developed a replacement plan once the bridges are demolished and will be presented Phase I
of replacement plan to the Commission if the demolition application is conditionally approved.
Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark Structures and Districts, January 2016
Meets
Guideline
Comments
Guideline?
2.12 Replace architectural features that
cannot be repaired.
a. Replace only those portions that are
beyond repair.
b. Use a design that is substantiated by
physical or pictorial evidence to avoid
creating a misrepresentation of the
structure’s history. The replacement must
match the original in material,
composition, design, color, texture and
other
visual qualities.
c. Use the same kind of material as the
original detail when feasible.
d. An alternative material may be
acceptable if the size, shape, texture and
finish conveys the visual appearance of
the original.

Yes

The South Pedestrian Ramp is an
architectural feature of Red Rocks
Amphitheatre and Park. It is not directly
associated with the Hoyt’s design, the work of
the CCC or Morse. The bridge is not
identified as significant in the Local Denver
Landmark Designation materials. It is within
the time frame discussed as significant,
although not mentioned directly.
Structural evaluations of the bridges indicate
they pose a significant threat to life safety, are
severely deteriorated, and could not be
successfully rehabilitated without
compromising the historic nature and
aesthetics of the bridge.
Presently no more than 30 persons are
allowed on the bridge structure and the bridge
has been temporarily shored to support the
upper bridge structure. The temporary shoring
has added a large I-beam to the under side of
the deck, against the steel pier, and an
angular support tie to the deck.
Staff feel that, at this juncture, the condition of
the bridge should be addressed and that
demolition is merited at this time. However, a
replacement plan for the bridge structure will
need to be approved prior to demolition.

Recommendation:

Approval with Conditions

Conditions:

Approval of a replacement plan prior to demolition

Basis:

The existing South Pedestrian Ramp is a showing signs of deterioration and requires total
replacement for life safety. A replacement plan will need be reviewed and approved by the
Commission prior to demolition.

Suggested Motion: I move to CONDITIONALLY APPROVE application #2021-LMDEMO-015 for the demolition
of the South Pedestrian Bridges at 18300 West Alameda Parkway – Red Rocks Amphitheatre and Park, as
per design guidelines 2.12, character-defining features for the Red Rocks Amphitheatre, presented
testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff report with the conditions that a
replacement plan be approved prior to demolition.

Red Rock Historic Amphitheatre outlined in yellow (Red Rocks Trading Post also shown), South Pedestrian
Bridge outlined in red
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