
940 E. 5th Ave. Description of Project 
Peter Thulson, Homeowner 

Project: Add a small roofed porch to the east side of our house approximating the original 
porch, which was removed decades ago. This plan has been revised based on comments from 
your office. 

Background: Double doors from our living room lead to a drop onto our garden. Traces of the 
original porch, its pilasters and roof are still visible on the exterior east wall of the house. Buried 
remnants of its brick foundation give additional clues. 

940 E. 5th Ave. exterior east 940 E. 5th Ave. exterior east detail 

Character of the house and Alamo Placita: The proposed 10’ x 6’ roofed porch will match the 
original porch’s still-visible tracings on the wall, as well as the remains of the original brick 
foundation. The porch will remain subordinate to, and in keeping with, the defining character of 
our 1908 house. Adding the porch will involve no demolition or change to the rest of the house.  

940 E. 5th Ave. exterior east detail 940 E. 5th Ave. exterior east detail 
      (traces of original column)   (traces of original roof rail post) 



The 400 block of Ogden Street, is typical of Alamo Placita with its eclectic mix of Queen Anne, 
Classic Cottages, Denver Square, Dutch Colonial Revival, Mission Revival, and Bungalows. More 
unusual styles, like our Dutch Revival with stepped parapets, often punctuate the mix, 
especially on corner lots, without disrupting the neighborhood’s defining character. 

All but 2 of the houses on the block have covered porches facing Ogden Street. This includes 
the house across Ogden from ours, which also faces 5th Avenue but has a covered side porch 
facing Ogden, like ours once did. Our home’s current blank aspect on the Ogden side interrupts 
this character-defining feature of the block. Restoring a porch to our house’s east face will once 
again visually tie it to its neighbors and soften its forbidding appearance. 

Design and Materials: Our cement porch deck will be rectangular, 10 feet wide by 6 feet deep, 
slightly below house floor level and approximately 24 inches above grade, with no railing. Four 
round tapered 8” x 7’ 9” painted wood columns (matching those on 10 of the porches on our 
block) will support a 11’ 4” x 7’ flat roof with a bead board ceiling. The roof will have a 24” 
decorative railing approximating the original porch as indicated by tracings on the wall (see 
photo above). In an email from August, Jessi White from your office said that Landmark 
Inspector Delfino Rodriguez would approve a short railing if it was meant to be decorative only. 
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940 E 5TH AVE   EAST ELEVATION (FACING OGDEN ST)



940 E 5TH AVE EAST ELEVATION DETAIL (FACING OGDEN ST)



940 E 5TH AVE NORTH ELEVATION DETAIL (FACING 5TH AVE)
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