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1. Property Information  
 
Name of Property 

Historic Name: Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz House 

Other or Current Name: Boscoe House 

Location 
Address:  1565 Winona Court, Denver, CO 80204 

Legal Description: North ½ of Lot 19 & the South 25’ of Lot 20, Resubdivision of Lot 
14, Sloan Lake Subdivision  

 
 
Number of resources: 

 
 
Contributing and Noncontributing Features or Resources  
 
The contributing resources on this site are limited to the two buildings that were developed 
in the early 1940s and remain standing there today.  These include the house and 
detached garage. 
 
 
General Property Data 

Date of construction: 1941 
Architect (if known): Not Known 
Builder (if known): William H. King 
Original Use:  Single-Family Home 
Current Use:  Vacant 
Source(s) of information for above: 
 
Warranty Deed, Mary Conley, Caroline Fehlman and George Tegeler to Celia King, 3 
December 1940 (bk. 5443, pg. 465); Warranty Deed, Celia King to Rudolph and Anna 
Mae Boscowitz, 14 October 1941 (bk. 5534, pg. 269); Denver City Directories, Listing 
for Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz, 1941; Architectural Inventory Form, 1565 
Winona Ct., Discover Denver Citywide Building Survey, 19 August 2019. 

 
 

# Contributing # Non-Contributing  
____ 1_ ___        _______________ Primary Structures 
____ 1_   __        _______________ Accessory Structures 
____ 2__ __        _______________ Features 



 

Previous documentation   
This property was recorded in August 2019 by the Discover Denver Citywide Building 
Survey, a collaboration between Historic Denver Inc. and the City and County of Denver.  
Following the submission of a demolition permit by the property owner, the document was 
reviewed in January 2021 by Kara Hahn, preservation planner with Community Planning 
and Development.  In her memo report dated the 25th of that month, Ms. Hahn determined 
that the property has integrity, meets the standards for more than three of the eligibility 
criteria, and has potential for landmark designation.  There is no indication that the property 
has been documented or reviewed by the Colorado State Historic Preservation Office to 
determine whether it might be eligible for the State or National Registers of Historic Places. 
 

2. Owner/Applicant Information  
 
An application for designation may be submitted by: 

☐ Owner(s) of the property or properties, or 
☐ Member(s) of city council, or 
☐ Manager of Community Planning and Development, or  
☒ Three residents of Denver, if they are not owners of the property or properties 

 
Owner Information  
Name: Daniel Stultz c/o Oracle and Associates LLC 
Address: 4135 Perry St., Denver, CO 80212 
Phone: 720/305-8739 
Email: sdhawk3@gmail.com 

 
Primary Applicant (if not owner) 
Name:  Pam Smith 
Address: 1571 Winona Ct., Denver, CO 80204 
Phone:  520/906-2105 
Email:  pamelalsmith@msn.com 

 
Prepared by 
Name:  Ron Sladek, Tatanka Historical Associates Inc. 
  (on behalf of the applicants) 
Address: P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522 
Phone:  970/689-4855 
Email:  tatanka@verinet.com 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Owner Applicant: 
I / We, the undersigned, acting as owner(s) of the property described in this application for landmark 
designation do, hereby, give my consent to the designation of this structure as a structure for preservation. 

I understand that this designation transfers with the title of the property should the property be sold, or if legal 
or beneficial title is otherwise transferred. 
 
Owner(s):                                                          Date:   
            (please print) 

 
Owner(s) Signature:   _________________ 
         
For individual designations, if the owner does not support the designation, the applicants must conduct 
outreach to the owner. Describe below the efforts to contact the owner to discuss designation and other 
possible preservation alternatives. Please provide dates and details of any communications or 
meetings with the property owner, or the property owner’s representatives. 
 
 
Mediation meetings involving the property owner and the applicants occurred on 2 and 22 
March 2021.  In addition to the mediator, owner and applicants, the meetings were 
attended by Kara Hahn, preservation planner with the City of Denver, Annie Levinsky, 
director of Historic Denver Inc., and Ron Sladek, preservation consultant with Tatanka 
Historical Associates.  Preservation alternatives were discussed at length, ranging from 
keeping the house standing as a single-family home to the possible construction of an 
ADU or addition to the rear that would accommodate additional units.  The group also 
discussed the extent of the interior demolition that has occurred in recent weeks, which 
has negatively impacted the house’s physical and financial condition. 
 
During the second meeting, it became apparent that the City was not prepared to offer any 
creative solutions, including variances that might keep the house standing.  This left the 
group in a difficult position in terms of moving forward with viable preservation options.  
The property owner is still planning to demolish the house although he appears to be open 
to considering a different design for the fourplex that would replace it.  Its current design 
is very modern and does not take into consideration the historic architectural context in 
which it would be built. 
 
The potential loss of this historic house, which stands across the street from the historic 
Zera Abraham synagogue, and the impact of the fourplex that would replace it, has been 
distressing to the neighbors.  In addition to celebrating its association with the Boscowitz 
(Boscoe) family and Star Bakery, they feel that its loss will greatly diminish the block’s 
pattern of single-family homes, negatively impact their synagogue community, and 
continue to erode the neighborhood’s previously affordable, quality historic housing that 
has been occupied by the orthodox Jewish community for several generations.  The 
mediation process is reaching its end point and the neighbors decided that their next step 
is to seek landmark status for the historically significant property at 1565 Winona Court to 
try and save the house from demolition. 



 

 
Other Applicant(s): 
 
Applicant Name: Pam Smith  Date: _______________    
 
Applicant Signature:          
 
Applicant Address: 1571 Winona Ct., Denver, CO 80204 
 
 
 

Applicant Name: Feivel Gallard  Date: _______________    
 
Applicant Signature:          
 
Applicant Address: 5100 W. 14th Ave., Denver, CO 80204 
 
 
 

Applicant Name: Esther Wershaw  Date: _______________    
 
Applicant Signature:         
 
Applicant Address: 1566 Winona Ct., Denver, CO 80204 
                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

3. Significance  
 
Criteria for Significance  
 
To qualify as a Landmark, a property must meet at least three significance criteria. Check the applicable 
criteria from the following list. 

☒ A. It has a direct association with a significant historic event or with the historical 
development of the city, state, or nation;  

☒ B. It has direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons 
who had influence on society;  

☒ C. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type;  

☐ D. It is a significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder;   

☐ E. It contains elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or artistic merit 
which represent a significant innovation or technical achievement;  

☐ F. It represents an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood, community or 
contemporary city, due to its prominent location or physical characteristics;  

☐ G. It promotes understanding and appreciation of the urban environment by means of 
distinctive physical characteristics or rarity; 

☐ H. It represents an era of culture or heritage that allows an understanding of how the site 
was used by past generations;  

☐ I. It is a physical attribute of a neighborhood, community, or the city that is a source of pride 
or cultural understanding;   

☒ J. It is associated with social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth or change that 
contributed significantly to the culture of the neighborhood, community, city, state, or nation. 

 
 
Statement of Significance  
 
Criterion A:  The house at 1565 Winona Court is significant and eligible for City of Denver 
landmark status under this criterion due to its direct association with the historic 
development of the West Colfax neighborhood, and particularly that area between Colfax 
Ave. and Sloan’s Lake.  Although the area held a small number of houses prior to World 
War II, it was largely occupied by numerous empty lots on platted blocks that were waiting 
to be developed. Intensive development of the lots on Winona Court and the surrounding 
blocks began to occur just before the war and then intensified through the 1950s.  Built in 
1941, the house at 1565 Winona Court was one of several built on the west side of the 
block around that same time.  It is representative today of the historic development that 
occurred in the West Colfax neighborhood during this period. 
 
 



 

Criterion B:  The property is significant and eligible for landmark status under this criterion 
due to its direct and substantial association with prominent Denver businessman Rudolph 
Boscowitz (Boscoe) and his wife Anna Mae.  Rudy grew up in the heavily Jewish lower 
West Colfax neighborhood between the Platte River and Federal Boulevard, where in 
1907 his parents had launched the Star Bakery at 2744 W. Colfax Ave.  He and his brother 
Sam started working for the bakery as delivery drivers while in high school and then in the 
late 1920s assumed management of the business while they were in their twenties. 
 
The bakery provided both the Jewish community and the larger city with various quality 
breads and baked goods, all of them certified as kosher.  During the bakery’s first decade, 
its products were distributed by horse-drawn wagons, which were replaced around World 
War I with Model-T trucks.   While Sam served as the firm’s president, Rudy became its 
vice president.  The business thrived and because it was well-managed and provided an 
essential food product, it survived the Great Depression.  Following World War II, the 
brothers installed new machinery and introduced automation to the baking process.  With 
Denver’s population expanding after the war, the bakery exploded in size and came to 
occupy much of the block. 
 
Rudy and Anna Mae Boscowitz purchased and occupied the house at 1565 Winona Court 
shortly after they were married.  They remained there from 1941 to 1953, a period during 
which Rudy was actively managing the business and its postwar expansion.  They also 
started their family there.  The Star Bakery in the lower West Colfax area has been 
demolished and is no longer able to convey the story of its history.  Instead, the house on 
Winona Court is representative of the Boscowitz family and its commercial impact upon 
the city as a major twentieth century manufacturer of baked goods. 
 
Criterion C:  The property is significant and eligible for landmark status under this criterion 
due to its embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of the English-Norman Cottage 
style of architecture.  Popular from the early 1920s to the early 1940s, the style was an 
alternative to the bungalow.  Harkening back to the days of medieval England, the English-
Norman Cottage was essentially a smaller version of the larger, more expensive 
Jacobean-Elizabethan houses that were also being built during this period.  The house on 
Winona Court has changed little since it was constructed and retains a high level of 
architectural integrity. 
 
Defining characteristics of the style that are found on the house include its decorative 
polychrome brickwork, steeply pitched roof, tall façade chimney, arched picture window, 
and multi-light casement windows with metal frames.  In addition, the house features a 
prominent cylindrical main entry vestibule that is reminiscent of a turret.  This has an 
arched entrance and steeply pitched conical roof.  Also present on the building are 
decorative exterior metalwork and fixed metal window awnings with scalloped edges that 
give them the appearance of pitched tent roofs.  The larger awning over the front porch 
is supported by metal posts with decorative spear tips.  In general, the house’s high-
quality design, finely crafted masonry, and the developer’s use of higher-end building 
materials resulted in an excellent example of an English-Norman Cottage. 



 

Criterion J:  The property is significant and eligible for landmark status under this criterion 
due to its association with Denver social history and the pattern of growth and change that 
contributed to the culture of the West Colfax neighborhood.  At the time the house was 
built in the early 1940s, the area was beginning to experience substantial change as the 
poor immigrant Jewish community that had long occupied the aging and cramped lower 
West Colfax neighborhood found its financial footing and began to relocate west of Federal 
Boulevard.  For the many families that made this move “up the hill” and to the west, the 
recently constructed homes with auto garages and landscaped yards also represented a 
major move up into the middle class.  There they were freed from the shadow of the Colfax 
Viaduct and the strictures of living in a poor neighborhood. 
 
One by one, the families arranged to purchase or rent modern, well-built masonry houses 
on streets such as Winona Court.  They also relocated many of the existing businesses, 
synagogues, and community organizations.  The reconstituted neighborhood provided 
opportunities to launch new organizations that supported various needs, including the 
Hebrew Educational Alliance, Beth Israel Hospital and Home for the Aged, Yeshiva Toras 
Chaim, and the Jewish Community Center.  The children attended West Colfax 
Elementary, Lake Junior High and North High School and spent time at the Dickinson 
Library.  Sloan’s Lake provided breathing room, a place to recreate and enjoy gatherings 
with family and friends.  West Colfax continued to serve as the neighborhood’s main street, 
complete with grocery stores, butcher shops, delicatessens and a host of other retail and 
service businesses. 
 
In 1947, a research study found that 43% of Denver’s Jewish community was living in the 
West Colfax neighborhood.  Its residents simply referred to the area as the West Side and 
many of the families became related to one another through marriage.  Between the 1950s 
and 1970s, the developing Hilltop neighborhood on Denver’s east side began to draw 
Jewish families away from West Colfax.  However, for those who lived there for any period 
of time, the cohesion and conviviality of that neighborhood experience has never been 
forgotten.  To the present day, former West Siders still feel a connection to one another 
and to that place despite the passage of time. 
 
The 1500 block of Winona Court is still primarily occupied by members of the orthodox 
Jewish community who wanted to remain close to the Zera Abraham synagogue along 
with the nearby mikvah and yeshiva.  Today the house at 1565 Winona Court is 
representative of the neighborhood’s social history and pattern of developmental growth 
and change during the middle decades of the twentieth century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Period of Significance  
 
Period of Significance: 1941-1953 
 
The period of significance for this property begins in 1941, when the house was 
constructed by William H. King and purchased by Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz.  
They remained there through 1953.  During this span of years, Rudolph was the co-owner 
and vice president of the family-owned Star Bakery, a prominent commercial 
establishment in the history of twentieth century Denver. 
 
 
4. Property Description  
Describe the current physical appearance of the property, providing a statement for each of the 
following:  
 
a. Summary Paragraph - Briefly describe the general characteristics of the property, such as 

its location, type, style, materials, setting, size, and significant features. 
 
This house is located in the West Colfax neighborhood of west Denver, an area that 
is south of Sloan’s Lake and bisected by Colfax Avenue.  The neighborhood is 
bordered by 17th Avenue and Sloan’s Lake on the north, Lakewood Gulch on the 
south, Federal Boulevard on the east, and Sheridan Boulevard on the west.  Stable 
for many decades as a neighborhood of single-family houses and small apartment 
buildings, the area is currently experiencing extensive redevelopment pressure that 
was initially sparked by the 2013 demolition of St. Anthony’s Hospital.  In recent years, 
citywide population growth and an overheated housing market has caused a growing 
number of the previously affordable historic houses to be demolished and replaced 
with modern houses and multi-family condominium buildings. 
 
Situated on the west side of Winona Court between Colfax Avenue and 16th Avenue, 
the house stands on a 50’ x 122’ lot and is surrounded by historic homes dating from 
the same general time period (1940s-1950s) to the north, south, northeast and 
southwest.  A historic apartment building from around 1960 is located to the northwest 
across the alley and condominium buildings constructed in recent years have 
appeared along Wolff Street to the west.  Across Winona Court to the southeast is the 
Zera Abraham synagogue, founded in 1887 and now the oldest active orthodox 
congregation in Denver.  Designed by renowned Denver architect Victor Hornbein, the 
building was constructed in 1960 and is likely to be eligible for landmark designation. 
 
Along the west side of the block are four adjacent houses, including the one at 1565 
Winona Court, that were constructed by the same builder with identical footprints and 
in the same style but with some variations in detail.  They were also built around the 
same time.  The one at 1555 Winona Court is virtually identical to the house at 1565.  
The other two at 1561 and 1571 are very similar to these but with slight modifications.  
It appears that the developer constructed two more houses on the block, one at 1545 



 

and the other at 1577.  These are also largely identical to one another.  As a group, 
the six houses appear to be eligible for landmark designation.  While a district 
application has been considered, the tight timeline for application submittal combined 
with the difficulty of conducting archival research during the pandemic made that 
impossible to achieve at this time. 
 
The 1,156 square-foot house at 1565 Winona Court was designed by an unknown 
architect in the English-Norman Cottage style that was popular in Colorado between 
approximately 1920 and 1940.  One-story tall, these houses were an alternative to the 
bungalow and provided homeowners with a scaled-down version of the larger two-
story Jacobean-Elizabethan house of the same period.  The style harkened back to 
medieval England, bringing elements of its architecture to the modern era. 
 
Defining elements of the style that are found on the house at 1565 Winona Court 
include its decorative polychrome brickwork, steeply pitched roof, tall façade chimney, 
arched picture window, and multi-light casement windows with metal frames, 
transoms, and angled bullnose brick sills.  Most of the windows retain their original 
metal storms.  In addition, the house features a prominent cylindrical main entry 
vestibule with an arched entrance and steeply pitched conical roof, decorative exterior 
metalwork, and fixed metal window awnings with scalloped edges that give them the 
appearance of pitched tent roofs.  The larger awning over the front porch is supported 
by metal posts with decorative spear tips.  In general, the house’s high-quality design, 
finely crafted masonry, and the developer’s use of higher-end building materials 
resulted in an excellent example of an English Norman Cottage.   
 

b. Architectural Description – Describe the architectural features of the structure(s) (i.e. 
building) in a logical sequence, from the ground up or façade by façade. Identify the key visual 
aspects or character-defining features of the structure. 
 
The one-story masonry house on this property faces east, has an irregular footprint, 
and rests upon a concrete foundation.  The exterior walls are constructed of 
polychrome red and brown pressed bricks laid in common bond coursing.  However, 
rather than simply employing a row of headers between the multiple rows of 
stretchers, the masons used alternating headers and stretchers.  In addition, the 
headers along these rows, at the building’s vertical corners, and in a few other 
locations are darker brown to offset them visually from the predominant red stretchers.  
This provides the house with an important element of its ornamentation and style. 
 
From the front of the property, the roof consists of two intersecting gables.  Its steeply 
pitched primary side-gabled roof is oriented on a north-south axis.  A prominent 
eastern projection located toward the house’s north end has a slightly lower gabled 
and steeply pitched roof that intersects with the primary roof.  An even lower conical 
roof is present over the cylindrical front entry vestibule that occupies the inner angle 
between the primary area of the house and its eastern projection.  The back half of 
the building has a hipped roof along with a lower multi-faceted hipped roof that caps 
an octagonal western projection that extends from the house’s southwest corner.  All 



 

of the roof areas are finished with composition shingles and flush eaves with fascia 
boards at the gable ends.  The downspouts are mounted to the brick walls with shaped 
wrought iron brackets. 
 
A tall exterior wall chimney is present on the façade adjacent to the entry vestibule.  
Together, these two features provide the building with some of its most notable 
architectural characteristics.  Constructed of brickwork laid in stretcher bond coursing, 
the chimney rises high above the eave.  It narrows above the eave in two locations on 
the north and south that are marked by angled brick soldiers.  Toward the top, the 
single structure splits into two chimneys that rise to a height about even with the 
primary roof.  These terminate in bands of brick rowlocks and cylindrical concrete 
chimney pots. 
 
East Façade – The front of the house holds the main entrance, which is accessed 
from the sidewalk by way of a short flight of concrete stairs that rise to a curved stoop.  
The stoop is faced with brick and has a concrete floor and decorative wrought iron 
balustrade.  The entry is located in the cylindrical vestibule.  Facing toward the 
southeast, it contains a vertical board door with a half-circle top, an original metal 
handle, and a small viewing port that holds the door knocker and is covered by an 
ornamental metal grate.  An arched metal storm door is also present.  Above the 
entryway is a brick segmental arch lintel.  Decorative light fixtures are mounted to the 
wall on either side.  Slightly to the west around the curved wall is the original metal 
mail slot and to the northeast is a small window.  This narrow vertical window holds 
eight glass blocks and has an angled sill with bullnose bricks.  The upper wall above 
the entry is finished with sheet metal facing that covers the margin of the wall and 
conical roof. 
 
To the north of the vestibule is the front wall of the east projection.  This contains a 
window consisting of three vertical three-light windows with metal frames.  The central 
one is an operable casement and the other two are fixed.  A horizontal transom light 
is also present above.  The original metal storm windows are in place and it has an 
angled sill composed of bullnose bricks.  The window is sheltered by a fixed metal 
awning with a scalloped lower edge.  A small attic vent formed of three brick soldiers 
with no mortar between them is found in the upper gable end wall. 
 
The exterior wall chimney is located to the south of the entry vestibule.  From the entry 
and chimney, the concrete stoop floor extends to the south across the front of the 
house to form a raised rectangular porch.  This is also faced with brick and bordered 
by a wrought iron balustrade.  The porch area is sheltered by a fixed metal awning 
with a scalloped lower edge.  The awning is supported along the front by two metal 
pipe posts that terminate at the top in decorative spear tips.  The front wall at the porch 
holds a large single-light arched picture window with an angled bullnose brick sill and 
surrounds composed of brick headers and rowlocks. 
 
 



 

South Wall – The south wall faces the driveway and holds a side entrance into the 
house that is approximately centered on the wall.  This contains a wood panel door 
with four lights in the upper half along with a metal storm door.  The wall adjacent to 
the entry retains the original milk delivery access panel, although this is bricked closed 
behind its metal door.  A large carport projects from the wall at this location, extending 
over the driveway.  This has a metal frame that is attached to a horizontal channel 
running along the house’s upper wall.  The carport also has a fiberglass roof with 
wrought iron posts supporting its outer edge. 
 
Three horizontal two-light windows are present on the basement level.  Toward the 
front of the house are two three-light casement windows with metal frames and small 
transom lights.  Between these windows is a tall vertical antenna that rises above the 
roof peak.  This appears historic and was likely used for both television and short-
wave radio reception.  A small attic vent formed of three brick soldiers with no mortar 
between them is found in the upper gable end wall.  Two three-part windows are 
located toward the building’s southwest corner.  Each of these consists of a narrow 
central three-light casement flanked by even narrower three-light fixed windows.  All 
of the windows retain their original metal storms and bullnose brick sills. 
 
West Wall – This rear wall holds no entries into the house.  Two basement windows 
are present, one of them holding a single-light fixed window and metal vent, and the 
other holding a small non-historic two-light sliding window.  The octagonal projection 
at the house’s southwest corner contains two three-part windows, one facing north 
and the other to the west.  Each consists of a central three-light casement flanked by 
narrow three-light fixed windows.  Two windows are located along the main wall to the 
north.  One is a non-historic one-over-one double-hung window in an original opening.  
The other holds a pair of three-light casements flanked by narrow three-light fixed 
windows, along with a horizontal four-light transom above.  The historic windows retain 
their original metal frames and storms, and all of the spaces have angled bullnose 
brick sills.  Brackets mounted to the walls around the windows indicate that they had 
fixed metal awnings as on the front of the house. 
 
North Wall – This side of the house has no entries.  The basement level holds three 
two-light windows.  On the main floor are four windows.  One of these is a non-historic 
one-over-one double-hung window in an original opening.  Two are three-part 
windows, each of which consists of a central three-light casement flanked by narrow 
three-light fixed windows.  One of these has a two-light transom above.  The fourth 
window is very small and contains six glass blocks.  The historic windows retain their 
original metal frames and storms, and all of the spaces have angled bullnose brick 
sills.  A small attic vent formed of three brick soldiers with no mortar between them is 
found in the upper gable end wall. 
 
Detached Garage – The garage is located in the property’s southwest corner and 
backs onto the alley.  It is situated at the west end of the concrete driveway that enters 
the property from Winona Court and runs along the south side of the house.  Facing 



 

toward the east, the building is large enough to accommodate two vehicles.  Its 
exterior walls are constructed of brickwork that is identical to that found on the house.  
The roof is flat and bordered by a stepped brick parapet capped by a single course of 
rowlocks and headers.  A pent roof clad in composition shingles is located over the 
east façade.  The east wall holds a non-historic metal garage door set within the 
original wood frame.  It appears that a window might be present in the south wall, 
which has had a wood privacy fence built against it.  There are no pedestrian entries 
into the building and the wall along the alley is blank. 
 
Grounds Around the House – The house has an open front yard and the backyard is 
bordered by wood privacy fencing.  The driveway runs from east to west along the 
south edge of the property.  Planted with grass, shrubs and two trees, the front yard 
is bisected by a curved concrete sidewalk that runs from the street to the front entry.  
The backyard is also planted with grass and has several shrubs around the perimeter. 
 

c. Major Alterations - Describe changes or alterations to the exterior of the structure and dates 
of major alterations, if known.  
 
The house and garage show no evidence of major exterior alterations since they were 
constructed eighty years ago.  A very small number of windows, one at the basement 
and two on the main floor, have been replaced in recent decades.  These are all 
located along the north side and west rear walls.  It is unclear if the sheet metal facing 
on the house’s main entry vestibule is an original feature or was added later.  However, 
the almost identical house at 1555 Winona Court also has a cylindrical main entry 
vestibule with similar sheet metal facing.  The carport on the south side of the building 
appears to date from sometime around 1970 and may be a historic feature.  The 
garage door has been replaced in recent decades. 

 
 
5. Integrity  
 
The house and detached garage on this property were constructed in 1941 and since that 
time have remained largely unaltered on the exterior except for the few minor changes 
noted above.  Evaluation of its architectural integrity is considered in light of the seven 
aspects of integrity, as defined by the US Department of the Interior: 
 
Location – The house and garage have not been moved and are in their original locations.  
The aspect of location is excellent. 
 
Setting – The property was developed in the emerging residential neighborhood between 
Colfax Avenue and Sloan’s Lake.  It continues to be surrounded by a number of historic 
single-family houses, along with a historic apartment building and historic synagogue.  
Although new condominium buildings are encroaching into the area, including to the west 
on Wolff Street, the 1500 block of Winona Court has changed little since development 
ended there around 1960.  In general, the aspect of setting is very good. 



 

Design – The house has experienced no major exterior changes since it was built and all 
of the features that characterize its design as an English-Norman Cottage remain in place.  
It exhibits an excellent level of integrity in the area of design.   
 
Materials – All of the original materials dating from the construction of the house and 
garage remain in place and are exposed to view.  The property exhibits an excellent level 
of integrity in the area of materials. 
 
Workmanship – The skills that it took to construct the house and garage remain apparent.  
The property exhibits an excellent level of integrity in the area of workmanship. 
 
Feeling – The house continues to read clearly as a single-family home dating from the 
period just prior to World War II.  As such, it exhibits an excellent level of integrity in the 
area of feeling. 
 
Association – The house is intact from the period of significance and clearly conveys its 
occupancy and association with its original owners, Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz.  
Rudolph co-owned the prominent Star Bakery in Denver with his brother Samuel.  
Typically, the bakery itself would be the most important place associated with the 
business.  However, it is no longer standing.  Consequently, the home where Rudolph 
Boscowitz lived is now one of the most important historic properties associated with the 
family and their impact upon the community.  In light of this, the house exhibits an 
excellent level of integrity in the area of association. 
 
In general, the property exhibits an excellent level of integrity, allowing it to clearly convey 
its historic age, architectural style, and use between 1941 and 1953.  Its architectural 
integrity supports its historic significance and landmark eligibility. 
 

6. Historic Context  
 
The history of the house at 1565 Winona Court begins in the early 1890s, a full fifty years 
before it was built, when two towns were established along the Colfax Avenue corridor west 
of downtown Denver.  The first of these was the Town of Colfax, which was incorporated 
in 1891 west of the Platte River, encompassing the area south of Colfax Avenue from the 
river west to Sheridan Boulevard.  The following year, the stretch of West Colfax between 
the Platte River and Federal Boulevard was incorporated as the Town of Brooklyn.  To the 
town leaders of Colfax, Brooklyn was an illegal intrusion into their boundaries and the two 
communities fought a heated battle for several years until they were both annexed by the 
City of Denver in June 1897.  The area north of West Colfax, known as the Highlands, was 
annexed to the City in July 1896.  This included the area from Colfax north to 17th Avenue, 
where the house on Winona Court stands today.1 

 
1 History of Colfax Avenue, www.colfaxavenue.org; “The Town Muddle,” West Side Citizen, 1 January 1892, 
p. 3; “Outline Map of Denver Showing Divisions as Annexed, Together with Dates of Annexation,” Denver 
Municipal Facts, 5 June 1909, p. 4. 



 

Just nine blocks long and two-and-a-half blocks wide, the short-lived Town of Brooklyn 
soon came to be occupied by a predominantly Jewish neighborhood that would define its 
character for several decades.  Prior to the 1880s, most Jews living in Denver were of 
German heritage.  Although some came directly from the German-speaking lands of central 
Europe, many arrived in Colorado after migrating west from their previous homes in the 
eastern cities of the United States.  Among them were numerous educated, acculturated 
men and women who spoke fluent English and practiced a liberalized version of the religion 
known as Reform Judaism.  Many of the men opened mercantile establishments, practiced 
professions, joined fraternal organizations, and became involved in civic affairs.  Some of 
the women, including the renowned Frances Wisebart Jacobs, founded charitable 
organizations that bettered the Jewish community and the city as a whole.  Together they 
established Denver’s earliest synagogues, primary among them Temple Emanuel.2 
 
Between the 1880s and early 1920s, Denver experienced an influx of hundreds of Jewish 
immigrants from Eastern Europe and the Russian Empire.  Most had fled the region’s 
grinding poverty and interminable religious persecution.  Others came to Denver in search 
of a cure for tuberculosis.  Speaking Yiddish and broken English, the immigrants had little 
if any formal education and worked hard to survive in their new home.  A good number 
were orthodox in religious practice, another factor that distinguished them from their 
German-Jewish co-religionists.  Many brought children with them, and while the parents 
struggled, the youngsters quickly acculturated.  By and large, the second generation rose 
to the middle class and beyond as they developed professions and a variety of careers. 
 
While the established German-Jewish community was comfortably ensconced in the 
downtown area and eastern part of the city, the new arrivals congregated in the affordable 
housing they found in the lower West Colfax bottomlands between the Platte River and 
Federal Boulevard.  There they joined the city’s ranks of laborers, peddlers, grocers, tailors, 
bakers, butchers and rag and junk dealers.  Some among them opened restaurants and 
small retail stores.  A thriving commercial district emerged along Colfax, flanked by modest 
single-family homes and small synagogues.  Among the orthodox synagogues established 
in the 1880s was Zera Abraham, which would survive into the twenty-first century.3 
 
During the early twentieth century, the population of the lower West Colfax Jewish 
community continued to grow due to expanding families and a continuous influx of Jews 
seeking economic opportunity, better health, and refuge from the difficulties encountered 
in their homelands and eastern American cities.  Although exact numbers are uncertain, it 
is estimated that by 1915 there were around 7,000 Jews in the city, many of them in the 
lower West Colfax neighborhood.  By the end of World War I, that number had increased 
to around 11,000.  The lower West Colfax neighborhood reached a point where more than 
80% of its residents were Jewish.4 

 
2 Allen D. Breck, A Centennial History of the Jews of Colorado, 1859-1959, p. 59-72; Ida Uchill, Pioneers, 
Peddlers and Tsadikim, p. 194-196. 
3 Breck, p. 73-82; Phil Goodstein, Exploring Jewish Colorado, p. 10-11; Jeanne Abrams, Jewish Denver, 
1859-1940, p. 57. 
4 Breck, A Centennial History of the Jews of Colorado, 1859-1959, p. 59, 107, 117-118. 



 

Among the many small businesses launched in the neighborhood was the Star Bakery, 
founded by immigrants Jacob and Eva Boscowitz.  Jacob immigrated to the United States 
in 1896 after a fire swept through their hometown of Kobryn in the Russian Empire (now 
part of Belarus) and destroyed his bakery.  Three years after arriving in Denver, he sent for 
his wife and two daughters.  As a skilled baker, Jacob had no trouble finding work and was 
hired by the Eastern Bakery, owned by Emanuel Herskovitz.  In 1907, Jacob and Eva 
launched their own bakery, delivering their products across the city using horse-drawn 
wagons that were painted with advertisements, the bakery address, and a telephone 
number.  These were replaced ten years later by Model-T delivery trucks.  The 25’ x 75’ 
building at 2744 W. Colfax Ave. held not only the bakery and its office, but also served as 
their residence.  In Denver the Boscowitzes had two more children, Samuel (born 1905) 
and Rudolph (born 1908), and they would come to play a prominent role in the business.5 
 
In the spring of 1909, Joseph died as a result of severe injuries sustained in a fall.   
Management of the bakery fell to Eva, who suddenly had to run the business and raise four 
children by herself.  In May 1912, she married Eli Rubin, who had immigrated to Denver 
from their hometown of Kobryn two years earlier.  He moved into the family home on West 
Colfax with his seven children and the couple managed the business together for many 
years.  Eli and Eva continued to live and work there through the mid-1930s, when they 
moved west to a home at 1461 Raleigh Street.6 
 
Although newspaper advertisements from the 1910s referred to the business as Rubin’s 
Star Bakery, the name Rubin was soon dropped and it became known as the Star Bakery.  
Providing the Jewish community and the larger city with a variety of breads and other baked 
goods, all of the products were certified kosher by an orthodox rabbi.  The bakery also 
served another purpose that was important to the orthodox community.  On Friday 
afternoons before the Sabbath started, the women would head to the bakery with food to 
be kept warm in its ovens, which were left running from Friday evening to Saturday evening.  
This was a dish called cholent, a slow-cooked stew of meat, potatoes, barley and beans.  
Retrieved from the bakery ovens following Saturday morning services, the dish provided 
each family with a hot midday meal.7 
 
In 1917, the West Colfax Viaduct was constructed to span the Platte River along with its 
adjacent bottomlands, rail lines, and the lower West Colfax neighborhood.  The route 
provided a direct automobile and streetcar connection between downtown Denver and the 
developing area west of Federal Boulevard.  Passing above the neighborhood, the massive 
structure plunged a linear section of the lower West Colfax Jewish community into its 
shadow and residents started referring to their home as “under the viaduct.”8 

 
5 “Star Bread Company’s 60th Anniversary Celebration,” Rocky Mountain Food Dealer, July 1967; Jeanne 
Abrams, Jewish Denver, 1859-1940, p. 40. 
6 Burial Record, Jacob Boscovitz, Rose Hill Cemetery, Commerce City, CO, 1909; Marriage Record, Eli 
Rubin and Eva Baskovitz [sic], Denver, CO, 11 May 1912; Denver City Directories, Listings for Eli and Eva 
Rubin, 1913-1948; US Federal Census Records, Listings for Eli and Eva Rubin, Denver, CO, 1920. 
7 “Rubin’s Star Bakery,” Denver Jewish News, 19 March 1919, p. 6. 
8 History of Colfax Avenue, www.colfaxavenue.org. 



 

While they were attending North High School in the 1920s, Sam and Rudy began working 
in the family bakery with their stepfather, initially delivering baked goods throughout the 
city.  After graduation, they moved into sales, production and administration, gaining 
experience in all aspects of the business.  Sam earned a BA in business administration 
from the University of Denver in 1927.  Following that, he and Rudy assumed management 
of the Star Bakery and continued to run the business for many years.  Rudy registered for 
the draft in October 1940, listing his home address as 1461 Raleigh St. and stating that he 
was self-employed as co-owner of the bakery.  During World War II, Sam served in the US 
Army’s bakery department and while he was gone Rudy oversaw the Denver operations.  
In 1941, he married Annie Witti, a Denver native (born in 1914) whose parents were also 
Jewish immigrants from the Russian Empire.  She was employed as a dental assistant.9 
 
Except for a hiatus during the Great Depression, the period between the 1920s and 1950s 
ushered in a new era of prosperity and change for the West Colfax Jewish community.  As 
residents of the lower West Colfax neighborhood began to achieve financial stability, they 
abandoned the neighborhood under the viaduct in favor of more comfortable middle-class 
living “up the hill” west of Federal Boulevard.  In essence, the community relocated one 
family at a time, where it reconstituted itself among the blocks north and south of Colfax 
Avenue, which served again as its Main Street.  The West Colfax neighborhood south of 
Sloan’s Lake was referred to by its residents as the West Side.  A study commissioned by 
the Jewish Welfare Board in 1947 found that of the 16,000 Jews living in Denver, 43% were 
in the West Colfax, or West Side, neighborhood.  In addition to houses, a number of modern 
buildings were erected to house the community’s businesses, synagogues, health facilities, 
and various organizations.10 
 
The platted blocks between Federal and Sheridan and from Lakewood Gulch north to 17th 
Avenue and Sloan’s Lake began to fill with residences.  While a number of homes were 
built during the first three decades of the twentieth century, by the early 1930s most of the 
houses north of Colfax stood in the blocks between Federal Boulevard and Perry Street.  
To the west of Perry all the way to Sheridan, the area was occupied by St. Anthony’s 
Hospital, a smattering of houses, and a much larger number of undeveloped lots.  By 1933, 
Block 14 in the Sloan Lake Subdivision was empty except for a residence in its northwest 
corner.  Both sides of the 1500 block of Winona Court were completely vacant.  Delayed 
by the Great Depression, development of the area started again just prior to World War II 
and then exploded during the years following the conflict.11 
 
In May 1940, the Denver clerk and recorder’s office recorded a newly submitted plat of 
Block 14 in the Sloan Lake Subdivision.  This appears to have been filed by the property’s 
owners, Mary Conley, Caroline Fehlman and George Tegeler.  Several months later, on 3 

 
9 “Star Bread Company’s 60th Anniversary Celebration,” Rocky Mountain Food Dealer, July 1967; US Federal 
Census Records, Listings for the Rubin-Boscowitz Family, Denver, CO, 1930; Draft Registration Record, 
Rudolph Boscowitz, Denver, CO, 16 October 1940; US Federal Census Records, Listings for Anna Mae 
Witti, Denver, CO, 1920-1940. 
10 Breck, A Centennial History of the Jews of Colorado, 1859-1959, p. 247. 
11 Aerial Map of Denver, 1933. 



 

December 1940, a warranty deed for the sale of several lots in the northeast quarter of the 
block facing Winona Court was also recorded.  This included the north ½ of Lot 19 and the 
south 25’ of Lot 20, a property that would soon be developed and addressed as 1565 
Winona Court.  The buyer was Celia King and over the following months she continued to 
acquire additional lots on the block, specifically to the south.12 
 
Born Celia Mostinsky in 1891 in New York City, she married William H. King in Denver in 
July 1909.  He was born in Russia around 1887 and immigrated to the United States around 
1894.  By 1910, William was self-employed as a plumber and he remained in the business 
throughout his career.  As members of the Jewish community, the couple started out in a 
house in the lower West Colfax neighborhood before moving to another home southwest 
of the intersection of Federal and Colfax.  When he registered for the draft in 1918, William 
reported that he was a partner in the plumbing firm of Boxer & King.  Between the 1920s 
and 1940s, the Kings lived in three different homes in the West Colfax neighborhood along 
Raleigh, Tennyson and Osceola streets.  City directory listings from throughout this period 
show him as a plumber, contractor and builder.13 
 
On 14 October 1941, Celia King sold the north ½ of Lot 19 and the south 25’ of Lot 20 along 
the west side of Winona Street to Rudy and Anna Mae Boscowitz.  By that time, it appears 
that the house had been developed with the masonry English-Norman cottage that remains 
there today.  Because of William King’s skills in the contracting business, it seems likely 
that he was the home’s general contractor.  In addition, he constructed three more almost 
identical English-Norman houses on vacant lots they had recently acquired on the block 
and probably two very similar Minimal Traditional ones.  By 1950, the west side of the 1500 
block of Winona Court was largely developed and the east side held three houses that were 
situated toward 16th Avenue.  William King died in 1961 and was buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Commerce City.  Celia joined him there following her death in 1982.14 
 
Acquisition of the house on Winona Court by Rudy and Anna Mae Boscowitz was a result 
of the Star Bakery’s continued success, the migration of the Jewish community across 
Federal Boulevard, and their desire to remain in the West Colfax neighborhood.  This was 
their first home as a married couple, where they started a family and lived from 1941 to 
1953.  Throughout the period, Rudy continued to co-manage the business with his brother.  
While Sam served as the firm’s president and treasurer, Rudy was its vice-president and 
secretary.  In 1948, the brothers had their last name legally shortened to Boscoe.  Rudy 
and Anna Mae sold the house on Winona Court in 1953 and moved east across the city to 
a much larger Ranch Style house in Hilltop.  In doing so, they became part of a new 
eastward relocation trend among the more financially successful members of the West Side 

 
12 Plat and Grantee Records, Block 14, Sloan Lake Subdivision, City and County of Denver, Clerk and 
Recorder’s Office, 20 May 1940 to 19 June 1942. 
13 Marriage Record, William H. King and Celia Mostinsky, Denver, CO, 29 July 1909; US Federal Census 
Records, William and Celia King, Denver, CO, 1910-1940; Draft Registration Record, William Harry King, 
Denver, CO, 12 September 1918; Denver City Directories, Listings for William and Celia King, 1925-1937. 
14 Warranty Deed, Celia King to Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz, North ½ of Lot 19 and the South 25’ of 
Lot 20, Block 14, Sloan Lake Subdivision, 14 October 1941; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Denver, 1950, 
Volume 7; Burial Records, William H. King and Celia King, Rose Hill Cemetery. 



 

Jewish community.  In Hilltop they joined Sam and his wife Faye, who had moved to the 
neighborhood a few years earlier.15 
 
As the years passed and the business continued to flourish, the Star Bakery remained at 
2744 W. Colfax Ave. but expanded beyond its original building to occupy much of the block.  
During its early years, the staff of three produced around 2,000 pounds of baked goods 
each month.  Following World War II, Sam and Rudy modernized the operation with new 
machinery and large-scale automation.  By 1967, it had more than two hundred employees, 
had grown to occupy 75,000 square feet of office, production and shipping space, and was 
producing more than one million pounds of baked goods each month.  In addition to his 
work with the bakery, Rudy was active in civic affairs, primarily as a board and committee 
member with organizations including the Denver Chamber of Commerce, Optimist Club, 
Hillel School, Beth Joseph Congregation, and the Food Division of the Allied Campaign.16 
 
On 1 July 1977, the Boscoes sold the bakery to the Orowheat Bread Company.  The family 
business came to an end because the brothers were aging, and their children had gone to 
college and moved on to other careers.  Anna Mae died in 1996 and Rudy in 1997.  They 
are buried next to one another in Rose Hill Cemetery in Commerce City.  The bakery at 
2744 W. Colfax Ave. was eventually demolished to make room for a parking lot serving 
Mile High Stadium.17 
 
The new owners who purchased the house at 1565 Winona Court in July 1953 were 
Benjamin and Pauline Goldstein.  They remained there into the early 1980s.  Born in New 
York in 1911 to Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe, Ben moved to Denver with his 
parents in 1918 so his father could be treated for tuberculosis.  In 1936 he married Pauline 
Turner (born 1915), who worked at a Hebrew school and then became a public-school 
teacher.  Prior to the 1940s, Ben was employed as a delivery driver.  After serving in the 
US Army Air Corps during World War II, he secured a job as a mechanic with the Denver 
& Rio Grande Western Railroad and continued to work in their Denver shops into the 1970s.  
Pauline died in 1982.  Ben continued to own the home until 1983, when he sold it to Ned 
and Faith Salazar.18 
 
In 1960, the homes on Winona Court were joined by the Zera Abraham synagogue, whose 
orthodox congregation built their new house of worship on the east side of the street, 
directly across from the house at 1565 Winona Court.  From that time to the present, the 

 
15 Denver City Directories, Listings for Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz, 1941-1973; Rudy and Anna Mae’s 
house at 6727 E. 5th Ave. is still standing today, but Sam and Faye’s house has been demolished; Burial 
Records, Rudolph Boscoe (died 1997) and Anna Mae Boscoe (died 1996), Rose Hill Cemetery, Commerce 
City, CO. 
16 “Star Bread Company’s 60th Anniversary Celebration,” Rocky Mountain Food Dealer, July 1967. 
17 “Star Bread Company’s 60th Anniversary Celebration,” Rocky Mountain Food Dealer, July 1967; Burial 
Records, Rudolph Boscoe (died 1997) and Anna Mae Boscoe (died 1996), Rose Hill Cemetery, Commerce 
City, CO. 
18 Warranty Deed, Rudolph and Anna Mae Boscowitz to Ben and Pauline Goldstein, 22 July 1953; 
Architectural Inventory Form, 1565 Winona Ct., Discover Denver Citywide Building Survey, 19 August 2019; 
Warranty Deed, Ben and Pauline Goldstein to Ned and Faith Salazar, 15 July 1983. 



 

block has experienced few if any changes.  By the 1990s, only around five percent of 
Denver’s Jewish community remained in the West Side neighborhood, the result of its 
migration to the east side of the city.  Most if not all of those who stayed there were, and 
still are, members of the Zera Abraham synagogue.  This includes several residents of the 
1500 block of Winona Court.  Also in the neighborhood are Yeshiva Toras Chaim, the 
Mikvah of Denver, and Beth Jacob High School.19 
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CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
West Side of Winona Court with the House at 1565 on the Right. 

View to the Northwest. 
 

 
1565 Winona Court from the Street.  View to the West. 



 

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Front of the House.  View to the Northwest 

 

 
Back of the House.  View to the East. 



 

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Front of the Garage.  View to the Southwest. 

 

 
Back of the Garage.  View to the Northeast. 



 

Location and Boundary Map 
 

 
 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, City of Denver, 1950 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Sam Boscowitz and His Mother, Eva Boscowitz 

Star Bakery, 1914 
 

 
From Left to Right: Rudy Boscowitz, Eli Rubin, Eva Rubin, Sam Boscowitz 

Star Bakery, Circa 1924 



 

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Star Bakery Delivery Wagon, Circa 1910 

 

 
Star Bakery Model-T Delivery Truck, Circa 1920 



 

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Sixtieth Anniversary Celebration, 1967 

 

 
Star Bakery, 2744 W. Colfax Ave., 1967 
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