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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver 
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 
Project:   #2021-COA-397 LPC Meeting:   September 21, 2021 
Address:    405 Emerson Street Staff:   Brittany Bryant  
Historic Dist/DLM:  Alamo Placita  
Year structure built: C.1906 (Period of Significance: 1889-1942) 
Council District: #10 Chris Hinds 
Applicant:  Photon Brothers | Zach Lewis 
 
 

Project Scope Under Review: 
Solar Panels – 12 Panel Array 
 

 
Staff Summary: 
The applicant’s representative, Photon Brothers and the homeowner, Zach Lewis, are requesting approval for a 
10-panel solar array on the primary roof of 405 Emerson Street in the Alamo Placita Historic District.  
 
405 Emerson Street is a contributing structure to the district and is located on the northwest corner at the 
intersection of Emerson Street and East 4th Avenue. The primary façade faces onto Emerson Street with the 
south elevation facing onto East 4th Avenue. The structure has a forward-facing gambrel roof.  A total of 12 panels 
are proposed. Ten of the panels are proposed to be placed on the upper slope of the south facing roof slope, 5 
forward of the gable dormer and 5 behind the side dormer. Two panels are proposed for the north dormers east 
and west roof slopes. All panels will be flat mounted with a minimal rise above the roof.  
 
Excerpted from Design Guidelines for Denver Landmark Structures and Districts, January 2016 

Guideline Meets 
Guideline? Comments 

 
2.33 When installing solar collectors, 
minimize potential adverse effects on 
the character of a historic property.  
a. Place collectors in an unobtrusive 
location on the property, if possible. Such 
locations may include an addition, garage 
or secondary structure.  

b. Place collectors to avoid obscuring 
significant features or adversely affecting 
the perception of the overall character of 
the property.  

c. Mount collectors below the ridge line on 
a sloping roof.  

 
Yes/No 

 
Panels are located on the primary structure. 
There is a secondary structure on the 
property. The applicant would also like to 
place solar panels on the secondary structure 
in the future, however, they current request is 
for panels to provide power for the primary 
structure. Placement on the secondary 
structure will required a trench in the yard to 
connect the power grids.  
 
The solar panels on the south roof slope will 
be mounted 2’ 3 ¼” below the ridge line of the 
sloping roof. The solar panels on the north 
dormer will be mounted 2’4 ¼” below the 
dormer ridge line.  



d. Mount collectors flush, with a minimum 
rise above the roof plane. This will not 
cause a significant decrease in the 
device’s solar gain capabilities.  

e. On a side-facing roof plane of a primary 
structure, minimize visual impacts by 
locating solar collectors on the rear 2/3 of 
the roof length.  

f. Size solar collectors to be subordinate to 
the historic structure.  

g. Ensure that exposed hardware, frames 
and piping have a matte finish, and are 
consistent with the color scheme of the 
primary structure.  

h. Use the least invasive method feasible 
to attach solar collectors to a historic roof.  

i. Install solar collectors so they may be 
readily removed and the original character 
easily restored.  

j. Minimize adverse impacts on a historic 
roof structure when installing solar 
collectors or similar technologies. 

All panels will be flat mounted panels with a 
very minimal rise above the roof plane.  
 
Ten of the panels will be mounted on a side 
facing roof plane. They will be located on the 
upper slope of the gambrel roof along the 
south roof slope. 5 panels will be setback 3 
feet from the front façade along Emerson 
Street and 5 of the panels will be located 
behind the south gable dormer. The panels 
are not located in the rear 2/3’s on the south 
roof slope. Although panels are not in the rear 
2/3’s they will have minimal visual impact from 
the front façade along Emerson and due to 
the gable roof form, limited visibility from East 
4th Avenue.  
 
One panel will be located on the east roof 
slope of the north dormer, this is the street 
facing slope of the north dormer. The dormer 
is in the rear 2/3’s of the north roof slope. 
 
All supporting PV equipment will be located 
on the north elevation at the rear. 
 
Solar collectors will be installed on an asphalt 
shingle roof and will not damage character 
defining features of the roof or historic 
materials.  
 

 
Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
 
Conditions:  Locate solar panels in the rear 2/3s of the roof 
 
Basis: Structure is a contributing structure to the Alamo Placita Historic District. Solar panels should 

be placed in the rear 2/3’s of the roof of a primary structure. Panels will be flat mounted and 
not negatively impact the historic fabric of the existing roof structure.  

 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to CONDITONALLY APPROVE application #2021-COA-397 for the solar panels at 

405 Emerson Street per, design guidelines 2.33, character-defining features for the Alamo Placita historic 

district, presented testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff report with the 

condition that the panels be located in the rear 2/3s of the roof.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alamo Placita Historic District with 405 Emerson Street outlined in red  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1929 Sanborn Map with 405 Emerson Street outlined in red 
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