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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for  Denver 

Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 

commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 

Address: 1700 East Louisiana Ave LPC Meeting:   August 16, 2022  

Name of Property: South High School Staff:  Kara Hahn   

Council District: District 7, Paul Kashmann    

Applicant/Owner: DPS  
 

 

Project Scope Under Review: 
National Register of Historic Places Nomination   
 
In accordance with Colorado’s Certified Local Government (CLG) guidelines, nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places must be presented to the local historic preservation commission for review and comment.   
 

 

Staff Summary: 
 
South High School is significant at the local level under Criterion A in the area of Education and Criterion C in the 
areas of Architecture and Art. The period of significance extends from 1926 (the year the building first began to 
serve students) until 1972 (fifty years before the current date).  
 
South High School is significant under Criterion A in the area of Education as one of the four “directional” high 
schools in Denver and was constructed soon after the Progressive Era (1890-1919), at a time when school design 
and construction embodied the newfound ideals and values in education that progressive ideas had borne. These 
included the idea that classrooms could better fit student’s needs if approached wholistically, with an emphasis on 
music and the arts, science, home economics, and physical education. 
 
South High School is significant under Criterion C in the area of Art, for its two murals by Allen Tupper True, 
painted in 1934. True’s works adorn the rotunda of the State Capitol Building, the Voorhees Memorial, and the 
Mountain States Telephone Company building. He is commonly understood to be one of the most important 
muralists of the twentieth century American West. Additionally, the school is significant for its works by sculptor 
Robert Ernest Garrison, whose architectural ornamentation can be found on Rockefeller Center in New York as 
well as many of Denver’s important 1920s buildings. Garrison’s sculptural ornament makes an important 
contribution to Denver’s architecture in the 1920s and particularly to works by Fisher and Fisher.  
 
South High School is also significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as the work of master architects 
William E. and Arthur A. Fisher. The school is recognized as one of the most artistically intriguing of the high 
schools constructed in Denver. Further, it was designed and built at a time when the Fishers were receiving 
national recognition for their work and abilities. Additionally, South has further significance under Criterion C in the 
area of Architecture for the 1963 additions by architect Charles Gordon Lee. The 1963 south and east additions to 
South High School are evidence that Lee was able to conform his designs to fit historic contexts in a way that only 
a master architect could. 
 
Recommendation: The National Register nomination be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register 

 



Basis: The nomination meets National Register Criteria A and C at the local level of significance 
and retains integrity. 

 
Staff Comments:  

Staff recommends that the nomination be expanded to include significance under Criterion C for embodying the 

distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction for its Italian Renaissance style with some 

Romanesque elements. As this is the early CLG draft, there are a few typos or other minor clarifications, staff 

recommends those be updated. While perhaps out the scope of this project, staff would recommend additional 

research to determine if the school has significant history related to the 1973 Supreme Court Case related to busing 

and integration in Denver.  

 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to RECOMMEND that the National Register nomination for South High School, at 

1700 East Louisiana Ave, be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, with the 

recommended addition of significance for architectural style to Criterion C and with minor edits and 

clarifications, per presented testimony, submitted documentation, and information provided in the staff 

report.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END 
 

 




