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STAFF BRIEF 

This document is the staff’s comparison of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, Design Guidelines for Denver 
Landmark Structures and Districts, the Landmark Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 30, Revised Municipal Code) and other 
applicable adopted area guidelines as applied to the proposed application.  It is intended to provide guidance during the 
commission’s deliberation of the proposed application.  Guidelines are available at www.denvergov.org/preservation 

 
Address: 655 Broadway  LPC Meeting:   January 10, 2023  
Name of Property:  655 Broadway Building Staff:    Becca Dierschow 
Council District: #3, Jamie Torres    
Applicant/Owner: Denver Health and Hospital Authority   
 
 

Project Scope Under Review: 
National Register of Historic Places Nomination   
 
In accordance with Colorado’s Certified Local Government (CLG) guidelines, nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places must be presented to the local historic preservation commission for review and comment.   
 
 

Staff Summary:  
Criterion C: Architecture (1956-1957)  
The 655 Broadway Building is significant under Criterion C in the area of architecture as an 
example of the International style of commercial architecture.  The building is an excellent example 
of the International Style applied to a high-rise commercial building located outside Denver’s 
central business district. The building was designed by Theodore Moore Jr., a local Denver 
architect who practiced in Modern Movement styles at a time when Denver was experiencing 
significant building development, both commercially in the city’s central business district and 
residentially in the suburban areas outside the city core. Built at a time when suburbanization was 
sparking development outside cities nationwide, particularly in Denver, the 655 Broadway Building 
was representative of this larger trend, which local papers described as a “new era in downtown 
business expansion”.  During this time, the various architectural styles that made up the Modern 
Movement, particularly the International Style, were commonly applied to commercial high-rise 
buildings within the historic commercial sector. Outside the central business district, however, 
International Style high-rise commercial structures were rare, and thus the subject building exists 
as one of the few examples of this style. 
 
 
Recommendation: The National Register nomination be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register 

 
Basis:    The nomination meets National Register Criterion C at the local level of significance and 
retains integrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Suggested Motion:  I move to RECOMMEND that the National Register nomination for the 655 Broadway 

Building, at 655 N Broadway, be forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, per 

presented testimony, submitted documentation, and information provided in the staff report.  
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