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Quality of Life - Landscaping NEAR SOUTHEAST PLAN 
Draft Recommendations 

Thursday July, 21, Near Southeast Public Meeting 

PUBLIC LANDSCAPING 
1. Consistent with adopted citywide policies in Game Plan for a Healthy City, improve
public landscaping to be more sustainable and resilient and enhance the look and feel of
Near Southeast.2 Look for opportunities in parks and open spaces to reduce the amount of
irrigated turf and replace it with more drought-tolerant native plants.

2. Consider restoration of functional ecosystems emphasizing healthy waterways and lakes
in areas such as Goldsmith Gulch and Lollipop Lake.

3. Consider the open space and ecological value of vacant and underutilized land.

4. Preserve wildlife and pollinator habitat and promote planting of pollinator-friendly plants
and expansion of wildlife corridors.

5. Coordinate with citywide eforts such as forestry master planning and rules and
regulations updates.

Do you agree with the Public Landscaping Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

Example of Public Landscaping 

PRIVATE LANDSCAPING 
1. Improve the quality and maintenance of private landscaping by requiring
improved landscaping for new development and connecting existing property owners
with resources to improve the quality and upkeep of existing landscaping.  Promote
climate-appropriate and resilient landscape types and larger landscaped areas.

Example of Drought Tolerant Private Landscaping 

Do you agree with the Private Landscaping Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

TREES 
1. Consistent with adopted citywide policies in Game Plan for a Healthy City, improve the quality and coverage of trees in Near Southeast.

2. Preserve and maintain existing trees through improved maintenance on public property and discouraging removal on private property.

3. Plant more trees along streets where tree coverage is limited, particularly major corridors like Colorado Boulevard, Evans Avenue, and
Leetsdale Drive and designated parkways like Monaco Parkway (see Parkway recommendations).

4. Improve landscape standards for new development to require more trees.

5. Connect property owners to existing programs to help them plant and maintain trees on their properties.

Do you agree with the Trees Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/ PLANT TYPES 
1. Consistent with adopted citywide policies in Game Plan for a Healthy City, encourage more native, sustainable, and resilient plant types in
Near Southeast, and more a more natural style of landscape design.

2. Update landscape design standards to require native or climate-appropriate plants to improve sustainability and resiliency.

3. In larger open spaces, such as parks, plazas, and creek corridors, promote less formal and more natural landscape design styles.

4. In smaller spaces, such as tree lawns and medians, incorporate natural landscaping into the limited space to the extent possible.

Do you agree with the Trees Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

PARKWAYS 
1. Consistent with adopted citywide policies Parkways in Game Plan for a Healthy City, improve  existing
parkways and develop new Contemporary Parkways
that connect the community to open space, parks,
and recreational assets, as well as serve multiple

Do you agree with the Stormwater Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

Do you agree with the Parkway Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 
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Alameda Avecommunity functions

2. Improve landscaping and mobility along the
existing designated parkways of Alameda Avenue,
Colorado Boulevard, Cherry Creek Drive, and
Monaco Parkway

3. Designate new Contemporary Parkways on
streets that connect parks and other designations,
such as Dahlia Street, Exposition Avenue, Florida
Avenue, Holly Street, Ilif Avenue, and Mexico
Avenue

4. On new Contemporary Parkways,
where feasible given recommended mobility
improvements, reassign portions of the public right-
of-way to the function of bike, pedestrian or transit
mobility, diverse green infrastructure including
tree canopy, native or adapted drought-tolerant
vegetation, stormwater management and improved
lighting

5. Develop design standards that provide
fexibility for Contemporary Parkways to range in
size and role within the transportation and open
space networks and enable bicycle and pedestrian
amenities, stormwater management and infltration,
and showcase appropriate vegetation. Projects can
range from a multi-faceted redesign of existing
arterial right-of-way to the reallocation of right-of-
way for tree-lined, shared local streets

Parkways 
0 0.2 0.4Plan area boundary 
Map date: 12/28/2021 
Denver Community Planning and Development 

Data source: [ADD SOURCE AND DATE HERE] 
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STORMWATER AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
1. Stormwater facilities - Consistent with citywide policies in the Stormwater Master Plan, improve stormwater management and water
quality by implementing recommended stormwater improvements, increasing pervious surface, and integrating stormwater facilities into
new and existing development and streets.  Reduce pollutant fows through improved maintenance, cleaning, design, and education and
awareness.

2. Flooding – Consistent with citywide policies, improve stormwater management to reduce fooding in Near Southeast by completing
projects identifed in the Storm Drainage Master Plan.  Priority should be given to reducing fooding issues around Holly and Florida, Monaco
and Jewell, Holly and Exposition, Colorado and Ilif, and Oneida and Exposition

3. Green infrastructure facilities - Foster and support green infrastructure that incorporates both the natural environment and engineered
systems in public and private developments to provide clean water, conserve ecosystem functionality, and provide a wide array of benefts
to people and wildlife.  Update green street designations to identify additional opportunities to promote infltration, reduce runof, improve
water quality, and reduce local heating.  Integrate green infrastructure with mobility facilities, particularly along Contemporary Parkways (see
Parkway recommendations) to improve connections between major destinations and partner with Near Southeast neighborhoods to fnd
additional green infrastructure opportunities.

Example of Green Infrastructure 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday July, 21, Near Southeast Public Meeting NEAR SOUTHEAST PLAN Quality of Life - Safety and Health Draft Recommendations 

COMMUNITY SAFETY AND HEALTH FOOD 
1. Streetlights - Improve lighting on streets, trails, and other public areas to improve safety and useability.  Priorities for lighting
improvements include along Cherry Creek, Leetsdale Drive, the High Line Canal, in Ash Grove Park and in University Hills North.  Ensure lighting
is placed and calibrated appropriately to reduce light pollution.

2. Safety infrastructure and design – Incorporate design elements to create a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment in Near Southeast.
Use design tools like public art and activation to improve safety of public places and make them places where people want to spend time.
Improve maintenance and upkeep of public spaces and provide appropriate facilities such as trash and recycling cans and restrooms.

3. Community-based safety - Improve overall safety and security through implementing a series of coordinated strategies to support mental
health and addiction treatment, support positive relationships between the community and police, and work as a community with police to
address property crime, code violations, and littering.

Do you agree with the Community Safety and Health 
Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

HEALTH 
1. Access to health services – Improve access to health services by encouraging healthcare providers to locate in Near Southeast and
improving mobility options for Near Southeast residents to reach healthcare providers outside the area.

2. Healthy living - Empower and support organizations that promote physical activity in Near Southeast through partnerships and funding
opportunities for leagues, classes, camps, and other activities.

3. Access to cooling/heat mitigation – Reduce local heating and improve access to cooling by increasing trees and shade in Near Southeast
and promoting use of existing city facilities such as the Virginia Village Library and Cook Park Recreation Center as cooling centers during
extreme heat events.

Do you agree with the Health Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

1. Food access - Improve access to fresh and healthy food and
nutrition through improved physical connections and multimodal
networks, supporting local healthy food providers, encouraging food
retailers to accept SNAP and WIC payment, encouraging more local
restaurants serving healthy food, and supporting existing and future
community programs such as coops and Tasty Food, which provides
food to youth in the area.

2. Food quality – Improve food quality in Near Southeast by
supporting innovative grocery models by providing business planning
assistance, translation help and streamlined permitting process
for new food sellers providing assistance and resource navigation
to leverage CHFA’s Healthy Housing Loan Program to incorporate
food access and afordable housing, and exploring healthy food box
delivery service to afordable housing sites. Example of a Community Garden 

3. Community gardens – Support community gardens by identifying underutilized public lands that could be well suited for community
gardens, partnering with schools and community centers who could provide land for community gardens, and encouraging residents to use
public right of way amenity space, in front of single-family homes for community gardens.

Do you agree with the Food Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
1. Library – Improve access to and benefts of the Virginia Village Library by promoting awareness of the library and its oferings and
exploring expanded hours, additional services such as more programs and classes for children and adults, services for immigrant and refugee
communities in appropriate languages, and an Idea Lab, and improvements and expansions of indoor and outdoor community spaces.

2. Art and culture – Support opportunities to experience art and culture in Near Southeast by exploring opportunities for additional
entertainment options, including a concert venue, supporting more events and cultural activities, and supporting the creation of more public
art

3. Internet – Explore ways to improve access to high-speed internet through partnerships with internet providers and supporting access at
public locations like the Virginia Village Library

Do you agree with the Cultural Resources Recommendations? 
Strongly Agree Agree NEUTRAL Disagree Strongly Disagree 




