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Today’s Agenda
Agenda Item Time

1. Introductions 10 minutes

2. NPI Background 5 minutes

3. Green Infrastructure Overview 15 minutes 

4. Discussion Questions 80 minutes

5. Additional Comments 10 minutes



Neighborhood Planning Initiative

• Denver's NPI is a new long-term commitment to 
ensure every corner of the city can enjoy the 
benefits of an area plan. Over the next 10 to 14 
years, residents, neighborhood groups, and 
community leaders will work alongside the city's 
neighborhood planning team to create a vision 
and plan for their specific area.



STUDY AREA



NPI Focus Groups

• Topic-oriented advisory groups composed of both 
neighborhood stakeholders and technical experts

• Will meet to 1) frame issues and 2) refine plan 
strategies

• Topics include housing, design, mobility, 
economic development and green infrastructure



NPI Planning Process



P.U.M.A. Team



GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW



What is Green Infrastructure?
Natural or built systems that use vegetation to capture and treat stormwater runoff. More resilient 
approach than relying on gray (pipes) infrastructure alone. 

Many different scales
• Large scale: refers to a network of parks, open spaces, drainageways, and floodplains which help 

mitigate the impacts of impervious (hard) surfaces. 

• Site scale: smaller, engineered practices which mimic the larger natural systems including 
stormwater planters, rain gardens, tree trenches, or permeable pavements. 

Site-scale GI

Carla Madison Rec Center

Site-scale GI

Brighton Blvd

Large-scale GI

Hampden Heights

Large-scale GI
Construction of City Park Golf Course



What are the Benefits of Green Infrastructure?



Surveys
• 30% of comments under Healthy and Active in East 

(45% of households not within 10-min walk)

Steering Committee
• Well established, open space network of smaller connected parks, parkways, 

community gardens and plazas which are thoughtfully woven into the neighborhood
• Safe access to parks (not just short distance)

INPUT

86%
Households 10 min walk

Parks and Open Space
55%

Households 10 min walk

(Denver 86% of Residents 10-min walk - Denveright Game Plan for a Healthy City)missing sidewalks



Parks and Open Space Program



Surveys
• 20% of comments under Environmental Resilient 

related to impervious surface (East Central)

Steering Committee
• Eliminate impervious surfaces with the introduction of creative material 

which retains rain water

INPUT

68%
Impervious Surface

Impervious Surface

(Denver 44% Impervious Surface)

56%
Impervious Surface



Surveys
• Most common subtopic under Environmentally 

Resilient (41% in East Central) (87% in East)
• Denver-appropriate tree canopy and lush landscaping

Steering Committee
• Abundant and diverse, Denver-appropriate trees
• Collaboration between public and private entities for innovative landscape design
• Streets with protective tree lawns
• Lush landscaping and tree canopy will encourage people to get outdoors and interact 

with neighbors to strengthen sense of community

INPUT

18%
Tree Canopy

Trees and Landscape
41%

Tree Canopy

(Denver 19% Tree Canopy)



Surveys
• Focus areas along Colfax Ave, Colorado Blvd, Capitol 

Hill, North Capitol Hill parts of City Park West and 
Hale.

Steering Committee
• Comfortable and shaded sidewalks create a more inviting pedestrian realm along Colfax 

Avenue

INPUT

Surface Temperature

* Replacing vegetation with materials that effectively retain heat results in warmer temperatures, especially evening temperatures.



Topography



Surveys
• Most common “dislike: comment: Increase in 

impervious area leads to more flooding
• Second most common “dislike” comment: Poor water 

quality

Steering Committee
• Green space, green infrastructure and tree cover will enhance the area’s historic identity as 

well as mitigate flooding in flood-prone areas
• Focus on conserving water and recycling gray water for irrigation
• Green walls, community gardens and plaza space connecting larger parks and other 

amenities

INPUT

Flood Prone Areas



Current Green Infrastructure efforts
High Level GIS Analysis
• Classification 
• Ownership
• Street Moratorium
• Area of Change
• Maintenance
• Storm Drain within 50’
• Sub-basin score
• School Proximity
• Park Proximity

Field Review
• Width
• Parking
• Bike/Ped Proposed Corridors
• Utilities
• Mature Trees
• Tree Lawn
• ADA Ramps
• Water Flow



Current Green Infrastructure efforts

HALE PARKWAY – CONCEPT DESIGN

16th AVE.– STORM INTERCEPTOR AND 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT



Vision Statement

East Draft Vision Statement

• Healthy and robust natural ecosystem with lush 
landscaping and an extensive tree canopy for 
cool and shaded public spaces. An enhanced open 
space network of smaller parks, parkways, 
community gardens and plazas is thoughtfully 
woven into the neighborhood. Green storm water 
infrastructure provides beautification, improves 
water quality and protects from flooding. 

• Reduction in the total amount of impervious 
surface, with less heat absorption and cooler 
surface temperatures. A proliferation of 
environmentally-friendly buildings and 
partnerships with major employers to produce 
local energy lowers energy costs and decreased the 
area’s carbon footprint. 

East Central Draft Vision Statement

• Healthy and robust natural ecosystem with lush
landscaping and an extensive tree canopy for 
cool and shaded public spaces. An enhanced open 
space network of smaller parks, parkways, 
community gardens and plazas is thoughtfully 
woven into the neighborhood. Green storm water 
infrastructure provides beautification, improves 
water quality and protects from flooding.  

• Reduction in the total amount of impervious 
surface, with less heat absorption and cooler 
surface temperatures. A proliferation of 
environmentally-friendly buildings and 
partnerships with major employers to produce 
local energy lowers energy costs and decreased the 
area’s carbon footprint.



Discussion Questions
1. What are your priorities and preferences for Green 

Infrastructure benefits – water quality, reduce flood risks, 
reduce heat island effect, air quality, public health, physical 
activity, traffic calming, sense of place, other?



Discussion Questions
1. What are your priorities and preferences for Green 

Infrastructure benefits – water quality, reduce flood risks, 
reduce heat island effect, air quality, public health, physical 
activity, traffic calming, sense of place, other?

2. What challenges do you see in retrofitting the different 
scales of green infrastructure strategies into our 
community or urban footprint (physical, political, regulatory, 

economic, technical)?



Discussion Questions
1. What are your priorities and preferences for Green 

Infrastructure benefits – water quality, reduce flood risks, 
reduce heat island effect, air quality, public health, physical 
activity, traffic calming, sense of place, other?

2. What challenges do you see in retrofitting the different 
scales of green infrastructure strategies into our 
community or urban footprint (physical, political, regulatory, 

economic, technical)?
3. What are some of the opportunities for Green 

Infrastructure in the study areas?



THANK YOU
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