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MEMORANDUM

To: Development Services staff

From: Matthew Seubertfor Tina Axelrad,Zoning Administrator
Date: May 24, 2018

Re: Code Clarification 2 Sign, Wall

Summary

The types of signs argimilar signshown in the attached examples should te¥iewedas wall

signs,and permittedso long as they comply with the S i g ndefinihmdl requirement that

they are attached to a faciasciakhat is attachedo, or part of the wall, are parallel to the wall,
project | ess t haannd 2e4x’t efnrdo mn otth emowael |t,hthesig8” f r
is attachedprovided that they also comply witkign,setback requirements and other for

standards in thédenver Zoning Cod®Z(. When a sign orssociated facia igttached tothe

sidewall ofa columnor recessed entriwindow areathat isgenerally perpendicular tthe
adjacentexterior building wall(the wall of the building that faces outward towards the public

realm), the sign may be considergd be paralleto the exteriorbuilding wall This memo also
clarifies that the term ‘ patrathelwallto'whicghnis t he de:
attached need not be mathematically absolute. I
and meets the other requirements of the Sign, Wall definition, it can be considered a wall sign.

For examplethe illustrated sign at 2100 Delgany &t is mounted on a canopy fadizat is

attached to the side wall($)f a recessed entry areend may be considered to bgarallel to the
exteriorbuildingwalll n t hi s exampl e, the sign mayeobe no
the adjacentexteorbr i ck bui l ding wall and no more thar
which it is attached. The distance of the sign from the glass building wall at the rear of the

recessed entry area is not relevant.

Background

Therehave been questions from stakviewersr e gar di ng t he applicabil!]
definition and how it applies to certain signdich are neither projecting signs nor arcade signs,

but do not neatl y f IDEC dods aotdefine canmopy signa. |Atcddd, doe f i n
projecting,and marquee signs are defined, however, the attached examples do not meet these
definitions.

DzQ133)def i nes “ Sign, Wall”’ as:
A sign attached to, painted on or erected againstadl, faciaparapet wall ompitched roof of
a buildingor structure, and no part of which sign projects above the Roof Line and whose

di splay surface is parallel to and extends
attached and extends not more than t8iedtbr om
a pitched roof, the bottom of i1ts display s
the roof surface and the top of i1its display

from the roof surface.
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Using a broad definitionoftheer m “ f asci-awe ((Ca®ae fbaeldow)hat the pi
signs” as Pkdse note tthat thensigris are Gnsistent with the definitional requirement

that they are parallel to the wallThey are attached to or erected againswall, or to a facia attached
tothewall These signs also do not extend more that 2
are attached.

Fascia (architecture)
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

WHPA R

Roll formed metal fascigshe metallic silver horizontally oriented surface with two "lines" in it that is just below
the corrugated roof edge, the corrugated roof edge overhangs the fascias by a few inches).

Fascig/ ' f eigah architectural term for a verticileze or band under a roof edge, or
which forms he outer surface of aornice visible to an observer.

The word fascia derives from Latin "fascia" meaning "band, bandage, ribbon, switiee
term is also used, although less commondy,dther such bandike surfaces like a wide, flat
trim strip around a doorway, different and separate from the wall surface.

The horizontal "fascia board" which caps the endadfers outside a building may be used to
hold therain gutter. The finished surface below the fascia and rafters is called

the soffit or eave In classical architecturghe fascia is the plain, wide band across the
bottom of the entablature directly above the columns.

Technical Teandiscussions determined that the sign located at 2100 DelgarwaSta wall sign
because it is attached ta canopyfaciathat is attached to the side walls of a recessed entry area
andis parallel to andess tha2 4 ” f radjaoentexieeorbrickbuildingwall behind (see
example#l). 1550 Raleiglbt.was also determined to be a wall sigs,itwas attached at its top

to a canopyfaciathat is attached to the side walls of a recessed window arsghisparallel to

the adjacentexterior buildingwall (example#2). The 1701 Wynkooft.signwas also

determined to be a wall sign, again, as #tteched to the side walls of a recessed entry area, is
parallel tothe exterior buildingwalh nd pr oj ects | ess than 24" fr
recessed entry arem which it is located and attached is not considered an arcade, and the
subgct sign is thus not an arcade si@ee example #3)The signs at 1445 Larimeéh€ mounted
sign atThe Market-example #4), and 1440 Larimer (John Aterggxample #5) should also
considered wall signs using a similar line of reasoaggxample #3



This memo also clarifies that the term ‘para
whi ch i t inthe ddiritioneotSige, Wvall (DZC 138kd not be mathematically

absolute. If the sign is more or less parallel to the wall, and meets the other requirements of the
Sign, Wall definition, it can be considered a wall sigior example, the sign may be somewhat

arced, as in exampdgt6 and 7, and still be considered a wall sign. The example of the sign on

the Denver Civic Theateexample #8¢ould also be considered more or less parallel to the wall,
and thusalsoconsidered a wall sign.
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Example #1: The Case®100 Delgany Street



Example #2: AlexaB | o0 a n - i6501Raldigh Street

Example #3: Ultreial701 Wynkoop St.



Example #4The Market- 1445 LarimefSt.
Note: The awnings are not wall signs.

Example #5John Atencie- 1440 LarimefSt.



Example # 6: Th€apital Grille- 1450 LarimefSt.

Example # 7: Starbucksl406 LarimerSt.
Note: The coffee cup ineexample of grojecting sign



Example 8: Denver Civic Theater721 Santa Fe Dr. Photo: The Denver Post



