
2021 Denver Air Quailty Rulemaking Outcomes
Air quality is a leading public health issue in Denver. Ozone, smoke, vehicle exhaust and other pollutants 
affect people daily, especially in the summer. So, what can we do about it? A big part is to reduce the pollution 
from its source, and that is where the Environmental Quality (EQ) Division at the Denver Department of Public 
Health and Environment is working hard to create stricter rules and requirements regarding air pollution. 
We are influencing new rules and requirements established at the Colorado Air Quality Control Commission 
(AQCC) to improve the air we all breathe. Here is a summary of what happened in 2021 and how your Denver 
Department of Public Health and Environment was involved:   

Reducing Methane and Natural Gas Pollution
Oil and Gas Wells
	Oil and gas wells in northern Colorado are not only a source of methane pollution, they are also a 

source of a host of pollutants collectively called volatile organic compounds (VOC). These pollutants 
contribute to ozone formation in the summer, and some of them, like benzene, are directly harmful to 
our health. Denver testified in support of stronger rules at an AQCC rulemaking in December 2021 to 
require replacement of valves and other equipment that vent this gas directly to the atmosphere. 

	We also supported new requirements to inspect well sites for gas leaks, especially in low-income and 
BIPOC communities. We will continue to hold the oil and gas industry accountable to these rules and 
new performance standards they must meet to reduce methane and VOC emissions.

Cement plants and Pueblo Steel Mill. 
	These industrial sources are fuel intensive and contribute significantly to greenhouse gas emissions 

as well as pollutants that cause ozone and health impacts. Denver along with other local governments 
negotiated with the facilities and the State of Colorado during an AQCC rulemaking to establish 
pollution reductions, especially in low-income and BIPOC communities. The Environmental Defense 
Fund provides an excellent summary of the impact of this this rulemaking.

Impacts from Suncor Refinery
	Denver testified during the Fall 2021 Regional Haze rulemaking in support of new air quality standards 

that tighten emissions released during startup, shutdown, and maintenance activities at Suncor 
Refinery. These emission events can lead to high levels of pollution for a short period of time in the 
neighborhoods surrounding the refinery. We will continue to push for tighter requirements in Suncor’s 
air permit that is up for renewal this year and next. 

Reducing Emissions from Transportation
	Denver supported a landmark new requirement developed by the Colorado Department of 

Transportation to require greenhouse gas emission reductions from new transportation projects. Over 
time as our transportation system is improved, this new policy requires the Denver region to meet new 
greenhouse gas reduction goals. This policy also reduces pollutants that directly impact public health. 

Are you interested in learning more? Contact us at DDPHE.Communications@Denvergov.org!

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/aqcc
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/aqcc-current-and-recent-commission-hearings
https://blogs.edf.org/climate411/2022/01/31/colorado-legislators-passed-a-law-to-cut-pollution-from-industry-but-regulators-have-yet-to-deliver/
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/public-information/information-about-suncor-refinery
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