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2025 Office of Children’s Affairs 
Award Partners – Program Summaries 

 
Ability Connection Colorado (ACCO) - www.abilityconnectioncolorado.org 
ACCO’s RAMP program provides trauma-informed, mentoring support that focuses on ensuring a successful transition 
from school through a stage of career exploration for youth with developmental disability, BIPOC youth, and other at-
risk young people aged 13-24 in the Denver area.  
 
Art Garage - www.artgaragedenver.com 
The Art Garage Summer Camps focus on hands-on visual arts exploration led by local working artists. Each camp has a 
unique theme that inspires the week’s art activities and focuses on a specific thematic element, art material, technique, 
art style, art movement, or artist. Young artists are given prompts and projects based on the camp’s theme and are 
guided in designing their artwork and executing their own designs, encouraging thoughtful choice-making, problem 
solving, self-expression and self-confidence. Students also work on collaborative projects and are given time to share 
their work with their peers, encouraging prosocial behaviors. Students from one week of camps will work collaboratively 
on artworks that will contribute to The Art Garage’s 4th of July parade float and will be invited to walk with the float in 
the parade, encouraging community connection and pride in their work.   
 
Athletics and Beyond - www.athleticsandbeyond.org 
The Athletics & Beyond offers a holistic approach to Child and Youth Development Programs, integrating academic 
support, physical health, and workforce readiness with cultural connections and leveraging community resources. 
 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Denver* - www.bgcmd.org 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Denver has served youth ages 5-18 in the city of Denver since 1961. Our mission is to 
enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens. There are 11 Boys & Girls Clubs locations in the city of Denver out of a total 27 locations in the 
metro Denver area.  Clubs serve more than 4400 Denver Public School students annually under four program pillars:  
Academic Success, Character & Leadership, Healthy Lifestyles, and Mental Health.  
 
Celebrate the Beat (CTB) - www.ctbeat.org 
CTB’s teaching methodology is about igniting curiosity, passion, teamwork, and the spirit of never giving up. As an 
associate of the National Dance Institute, we engage children using techniques that are designed to motivate every 
child. These methods transcend barriers of language, physical challenges, and cognitive challenges making our classes 
fully inclusive.  We offer both in-school and after-school programs. 
 
Consumption Literacy Project - www.consumptionliteracy.org 
Our UrbanSEED program is an opportunity to give youth experiences in the gardens that they might not have otherwise 
had. We dream of creating change with youth and the mini courses, the youth council, the community urban farming 
course certification, the 4 garden events, and our continuing work in the gardens help to open a new world to youth. W 
It is our intention to provide space and time for youth and positive, caring adults to share knowledge, build trust, and 
develop learning skills for their lives. We cover a spectrum of topics so that youth can gravitate to the experiences that 
interest them most. They are not required to attend, rather they choose to experience what they want to learn about. 
This work to follow the learner is foundational to all of our programs.  
 
Colectiva Creando Cambios en Colorado (CCC) - www.colectivacreandocambios.org 
We believe that young people are the best experts on their own needs and aspirations. Our model empowers youth to 
take the lead in shaping their own development and the support they receive. Our program is built around three core 
pillars:  Advocacy, Wellness, and Creativity, and includes arts/culture programs and youth-hosted community events 
that foster creativity and community-building. 
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http://www.ctbeat.org/
http://www.consumptionliteracy.org/
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Colorado Dream Foundation* - www.coloradodream.org 
Our mission is to partner with youth and their families as they navigate school, college, and career by providing a holistic 
academic, social, and emotional program from elementary school through college, along with post-secondary 
scholarship assistance.  We provide year round programming, afterschool, in the summer and during school breaks. 
 
Colorado Treks - www.coloradotreks.org 
Colorado Treks offers weekly Círculos programming grounded in indigenous and Latino/a/x traditions. Círculos brings 
youth together in a safe space where they can be vulnerable, talk about trauma, and address and work through 
challenges while building on their strengths. To reinforce the Círculos, Colorado Treks will offer outdoor experiences, 
called Treks, that allow youth to participate in activities like fishing, rock climbing, cycling, horseback riding, and 
snowshoeing as seasonally appropriate.  
 
Colorado Youth for a Change - www.youthforachange.org 
The Reengagement program provides critical re-enrollment support for Denver out-of-school youth, helping them return 
to school  and get back on track to graduate. The program also provides school engagement support for enrolled 
students with truancy in 6th-12th grade, helping them to increase attendance and stay in school. Specialists develop 
trusting relationships and guide youth through school options, truancy supports, and re-enrollment.  
 
Convivir Colorado - www.convivircolorado.org 
Convivir promotes positive youth development, offering safe spaces for expression and growth. Convivir Colorado 
nurtures personal development and ensures young people have access to the resources and opportunities they need to 
thrive in their communities. Our support is holistic and long-term where youth have the opportunity to engage in Out-
of-School Programming, School-Based Programming, and Community-Wide Engagement.  
 
Cottonwood Institute - www.cottonwoodinstitute.org 
Building on the success of Cottonwood Institute’s (CI) partnership with Lincoln Hills Cares (LHC), we enroll youth in the 
Environmental Career Pathway program. This program has three main goals: (1) to engage Denver high school youth in 
developing leadership skills and obtaining outdoor career certifications, (2) to foster a connection to nature and pro-
social behaviors among middle school students, and (3) to create pathways to meaningful outdoor experiences and 
careers in historically underrepresented Denver communities.  
 
Denver Children’s Advocacy Center (DCAC) - www.denvercac.org 
Therapists work closely with 300 children to address the emotional and psychological effects of trauma, using evidence-
based treatment modalities that foster resilience and promote recovery. The program also supports parents and 
caregivers, teaching them how to assist their child’s recovery and reinforce therapeutic progress at home.  
 
El Sistema Colorado - www.elsistemacolorado.org 
El Sistema Colorado harnesses the joy of music and ignites the potential in our future leaders through an immersive 
youth music education program that transcends socioeconomic barriers. El Sistema Colorado serves youth ages 3-18 by 
offering free string instruments and free music lessons in the setting of an orchestra. We are committed to the whole 
child, cultivating a community of support for the whole family and greater community, which is impacted by our young 
musicians’ growing self-confidence, social-emotional development and leadership skills.  
 
Environmental Learning for Kids (ELK) - www.elkkids.org 
ELK has spent more than 29 years building an inclusive and diverse community of inspired environmental stewards in 
Colorado.  ELK reaches students who have been traditionally overlooked and under-encouraged in science and science-
related careers, most notably, youth of color, LGBTQ+, and girls. ELK opens doors for new opportunities by engaging and 
mentoring youth through programs that provide a real-life context for learning. Youth experience Colorado’s natural 
world, increase their academic science skills, become involved in their neighborhoods and get exposure to careers in the 
field of natural resources.  
 
 
 

http://www.coloradodream.org/
http://www.coloradodream.org/
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Feel the Beat (FTB) - www.feelthebeat.dance 
FTB transports its vibrotactile flooring to schools and other organizations which serve students and individuals who are 
Deaf, Hard Of Hearing and/or living with a disability. Classes are integrated, inclusive of individuals with disabilities and 
individuals defined as neurotypical. FTB offers classes across a range of dance styles, such as Cheer, Hip Hop, Jazz, 
Lyrical, Children’s Yoga, Signing Yoga, and more. FTB’s patented vibrotactile floor enables students to feel vibrations 
from the floor to help sync their bodies with the beat and engage in dance and movement exercises that enhance their 
balance, coordination, muscle strength, and body awareness.  
 
Girls Inc. of Metro Denver* - www.girlsincdenver.org 
Girls Inc. of Metro Denver programming provides out of school time, whole girl support, mentoring, and guides girls in 
an affirming, pro-girl environment. We support girls on their girl journey to succeed. Annually, we reach more than 
2,500 girls from first grade to college in out of school time programs. 
 
Generation Teach** - www.generationteach.org 
The mission of Generation Teach is to co-create loving communities where generations of students, teachers, and 
leaders learn, grow, and develop.  Generation Teach engages elementary and middle school students in summer 
learning through a 5-week STEAm academy.  We also invest in undergraduate and high-school students in teaching 
through our 7 week AmeriCorps teaching fellow-ships.  
 
Girls on the Run of the Rockies (GOTR) - www.girlsontherunrockies.org 
GOTR is a physical activity, positive youth development (PA-PYD) afterschool program for youth who identify as female 
or nonbinary (referred to as girls throughout). We use physical activity and research-based lessons to teach skills to 
prevent at-risk behaviors and emphasize the potential of every girl. Girls develop a fitness habit while gaining skills that 
are applicable to academics and school engagement; home life; sports, clubs, and other groups; relationships; and 
community-based engagement. Girls learn to identify and handle emotions and share their feelings and to stand up for 
themselves, and they gain confidence in their capabilities, for example in academics, leadership situations, and group 
interactions.  
 
Heart and Hand Center* (H&H) - www.heartandhandcenter.org 
Heart & Hand Center provides no cost, year-round, out of school time programming to Denver students from 6 to 21 
years old. By working with students, their families, and DPS Schools H&H creates a nurturing community, which 
empowers all young people to realize their potential. Our Programs serve 250 students and their families annually 
through 4 comprehensive after school programs located in 3 Denver Public Schools, Summer programming, Career & 
College Readiness 1-on-1 mentoring program, and our Family Resource Center. 
 
Hecho en Westwood - www.hechoenwestwood.com 
Hecho en Westwood offers culturally enriching programs aimed at empowering youth and strengthening community 
ties in Denver’s Westwood neighborhood.Our Danza Mexika Programimmerses participants aged 6-18 in the rich 
traditions of their indigenous ancestors through step-by-step dance classes, art projects, and philosophical discussions. 
Through our Ancestral Cooking Class Series, participants learn to prepare traditional indigenous foods such as mole and 
tamales as well as their cultural importance. We organize events like the Cinco de Mayo en Westwood and Muertos en 
Westwood, featuring youth workshops and cultural performances.  
 
In Lak’ech Arts - www.inlakechdenverarts.org 
In Lak'ech students grow their skills in dance, drama, music, and the visual arts as they also learn how to use the arts as a 
tool to help broaden their social awareness, create cross-cultural connections, and inspire themselves and others into 
positive social advocacy within their communities and beyond. Our program offerings include: Beginner/Intermediate 
Youth Folklorico Dance Program, a Beginner/IntermediateYouth Mariachi Program, and weekly Youth Visual Arts classes 
where students collaborate to create special cultural art installations for large community events held in Westwood. In 
Lak'ech also offers a free 10-day youth summer arts camp, “Puppets in Westwood” where students learn about different 
cultural stories and retell them using custom puppets they build out of recycled materials alongside local artists of color.  
 
 

http://www.feelthebeat.dance/
http://www.girlsincdenver.org/
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http://www.girlsontherunrockies.org/
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Make a Chess Move (MACM) - www.makeachessmove.org 
Make a Chess Move (MACM) is a youth development program dedicated to empowering young people in Northeast 
Denver through the strategic game of chess. By integrating chess into our curriculum, we help participants develop 
critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and ethical decision-making. Our program operates both in-school and after-
school, offering a safe and supportive environment where students can grow academically, socially, and emotionally. 
Our unique approach combines academic support, mentorship, and life skills development. We work closely with 
families, caregivers, and schools to provide a holistic support system, fostering resilience and personal growth.  
 
Metro State University – Center for Urban Education (CUE)* - www.msudenver.edu/urban-education 
CUE takes pride in serving middle and high-school students who are least likely to have access to such support. 
Programming encompasses tutoring, intervention and credit-recovery services to increase student achievement in core 
academic areas required for school and college success; enrichment programs and activities to build students’ 
motivation to learn, participate, and advocate for their own educational success; and family engagement to guide 
students and parents through college readiness requirements and processes, and build their confidence that 
opportunities for postsecondary education and workforce success are available to them.  
  
Mile High 360*- www.milehigh360.org 
Mile High 360 provides a comprehensive educational support community with prospective first-generation college 
graduates and their families. The most pressing issue facing our members is lack of access to essential out-of-school-
time resources and opportunities that have a profound impact on educational and life outcomes. Students, with support 
from their families, join as early as 6th grade and work within our community for up to 14 consecutive years, until age 
25. Over the 14 years, each student will participate in over 3,700 hours of programming across four areas: Academics, 
Health & Wellness, Life Skills, and Mentoring.  Parents participate through our 2-Gen programming focused on: Direct 
food support with nutrition and cooking classes, Mental health coaching, and Cross generational communication. 
 
Museo de las Americas - www.museo.org 
Los Jovenes Leadership Lab is a yearlong, youth-led program for students aged 12-14, aimed at enhancing leadership 
skills through culturally-responsive arts education. Through interactive workshops facilitated by a bilingual teacher, 
students explore STEAM, mental health, and social justice topics while creating technology-based and traditional 
artworks. Summer Arts + Culture Camp offers an immersive experience for youth ages 4-11, celebrating cultural diversity 
by focusing on a different Latin American country each year. With an arts-integrated curriculum covering dance, theatre, 
music, and visual arts, students are grouped by age and guided by four bilingual teachers trained in culturally responsive 
methods.  
 
New Cottage Arts (NCA) - www.newcottagearts.org 
The "Inspire and Thrive" program at NCA offers year-round, no-cost music and art education to under-resourced Denver 
youth ages 6-18. Ultimately, our goal is to nurture resilience, self-esteem, and well-being while promoting cultural 
understanding and community engagement. To achieve this goal, our program fosters personal growth and social-
emotional learning while providing creative outlets that help students build essential life skills.  Youth engage in weekly 
group music classes in guitar, piano, voice, and drumming, as well as visual art workshops at one of two NCA studios. 
NCA also provides full-day spring and summer camps, where youth explore their cultural identity, develop creative 
talents, and practice teamwork through music rehearsals, art projects, and community-building exercises.  
 
Pedaling Minds - www.pedalingminds.org 
In 2025, Pedaling Minds will provide 50 days of free bicycle camps to over 100 underserved youth in Denver, offering 
skills, resources, and inspiration for lifelong cycling.  Our program, built around PM's "3 P's" of Practice, Patience, and 
Perseverance, focuses on three modules: Bike Safety - ensuring bikes are safe to ride Helmet Safety - proper helmet fit & 
function Rider Safety - comprehensive instruction on bike handling, control, situational awareness  PM’s unique 
approach focuses on the kids’ individual development levels, including dedicated coaches whose growth is intertwined 
with that of our participants, creating a dynamic and supportive learning environment.  Moreover, our approach is 
intentionally holistic.  
 
 

http://www.makeachessmove.org/
http://www.msudenver.edu/urban-education
http://www.milehigh360.org/
http://www.museo.org/
http://www.newcottagearts.org/
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Platte Forum - www.platteforum.org 
ArtLab is PlatteForum’s high school internship program, voted “2023 Best Youth Arts Program” by Denver Westword and 
winner of a National Endowment for the Arts Youth Program Award in 2011. ArtLab pairs youth with professional artists 
from shared backgrounds to work on collaborative arts and social justice projects. ArtLab also integrates creative career 
training and post-secondary planning, mental wellness workshops, youth-led art shows, physical wellness and nature 
experiences, and adult competency skills workshops into curriculum to foster positive youth development.  
 
QueenShipp - www.queenshipp.org 
QueenShipp empowers BIPOC and LGBTQ+ youth through culturally-focused programs, fostering resilience, leadership, 
and positive identity. We create safe spaces for authentic self-expression, offering mentorship, cultural outings, and 
skill-building to nurture the next generation of changemakers. Our impact grows yearly, serving 560+ youth across 
multiple schools. Our comprehensive approach addresses critical needs of Black, Latinx, and LGBTQ+ youth, filling a gap 
in accessible, culturally-responsive programming within Denver Public Schools.  
 
Scholars Unlimited* - www.scholarsunlimited.org 
Scholars Unlimited offers academic support and promotes positive youth development, through our no cost, out-of-
school programs for elementary-aged students (K-5th grade). We provide an engaging, safe learning environment with 
fun, stimulating and hand-on activities for each of our scholars!  Founded in Park Hill over 30 years ago 
Currently in five DPS schools serving more than500 students annually. 
 
Servicios de La Raza - www.serviciosdelaraza.org 
Servicios’ La Raza Youth Leadership (LRYL) Program enhances the voice and untapped strengths of 140 low-income Latin 
youth. The Joven Noble and Girasol cohorts are designed for male and female-identifying youth, emphasizing identity 
development, healing, and healthy coping mechanisms by drawing upon cultural teachings while leveraging family and 
community as vital strengths. Familia Adelante and Cara y Corazon focus on supporting the family system, equipping 
families with essential skills needed to assist youth. Through activities like Danza, spoken word, and public speaking, 
participants develop their voice and advocacy skills, equipping youth to make a meaningful difference in their 
communities while staying connected to their cultural roots. 
 
Seeing our Adolescents Rise (SOAR) - www.soarcolorado.org 
SOAR’s Core services are designed to support youth through engaging, transformative activities that foster growth and 
healing. Our offerings include education support and advocacy, adolescent engagement coaching, and community 
engagement, all aimed at empowering participants to reach their full potential.  SOAR uses adventure-based activities to 
create a therapeutically safe and supportive environment where youth can build trust, lower defenses, and form healthy 
relationships. By combining nature, community involvement, and both indoor and outdoor experiences, our evidence-
based approach promotes physical, social, spiritual, and psychological well-being. Monthly expeditions and recreational 
activities are central to our programming, helping youth address behavioral and/or mental health concerns, academic 
challenges, and substance misuse.    
 
Sims-Fayola Foundation (SFF)* – www.ssfoundation.org 
The Sims-Fayola Foundation (SFF) offers afterschool programming designed to empower young men and boys of color 
by addressing educational inequities and dismantling institutional barriers. This program offers a comprehensive 
approach that includes physical wellness activities, targeted SEL sessions, and literacy tutoring to support holistic growth 
and development. 
 
Struggle of Love Foundation* – www.struggleoflovefoundation.org 
The Struggle of Love Foundation serves over 200 youth annually, helping to create bright futures for each of them. Our 
programs offer a transformative experience, guiding youth through adversity while helping them build resilience and 
essential life skills. We create a safe and supportive environment where participants can openly express themselves and 
gain deeper self-awareness, foster understanding of others, and learn how to thrive in the face of challenges. 
 
 
 

http://www.platteforum.org/
http://www.scholarsunlimited.org/
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Sun Valley Youth Center (SVYC)* - www.sunvalleyyouthcenter.org 
SVYC provides trauma-informed programming for youth and families living in Sun Valley since 1998. Serving 65 youth 
daily, ages 5 to 20 (or 2 years post high school) with comprehensive services. Our team is 50% previous youth from the 
program or parents of youth in the program and speak multiple languages: Bilingual staff: Spanish, Arabic, Ormo, 
French, Saho, Maay Maay, Khmer, Tai Lue, Lao Lue. We provide an average of 1,735 hours of care annually. At age 16, 
we hire our youth to work at SVYC and provide life skills training, occupational skills training, professional counseling and 
one-on-one mentoring. 
 
Su Teatro - www.suteatro.org 
El Teatro VolARTE and STEP programs engage and empower Chicano/Latinx/Indigenous youth aged 8- 22. Students 
write, direct and perform original theater and develop stagecraft and technical theater skills.  STEP (su teatro teen 
employment program) is our school year and summer internship programs. Our summer internship program provides 
more intensive opportunities to select students who compete for positions through an application process.  
 
The Salvation Army - www.denver.solavationarmy.org 
The Salvation Army (TSA) was founded in 1865. Today, in the US it assists almost 25 million people annually through 
programs addressing poverty, homelessness, hunger, addiction, domestic violence, etc. In Denver it operates homeless 
shelters, addiction recovery programming, housing programs, food pantries, community centers, and more. TSA’s 
Tamarac Shelter is a hotel sheltering 204 families with children. It builds on the work of TSA’s Lambuth Family Center, 
which shelters 20 families at a time. 
 
The YMCA of Metro Denver (The Y) - www.denverymca.org 
The YMCA of Metro Denver, a vital and significant force building strong, thriving and equitable communities since 1875. 
We are a welcoming place for all and our programs reflect that commitment. The Y’s Out of School Time program 
provides a welcoming and transformative home away from home. Each year, our programs provide academic 
enrichment, character development and a safe and supportive community for more than 2,000 students in the Denver 
metro area.  The YMCA of Metro Denver  partners with 9 Denver Public School sites (26 sites across the Metro Denver 
area). Through the evidence-based YMCA Power Scholars program, more than 300 elementary school students — at no 
cost to their families — get targeted math and literacy support to prevent and minimize summer learning loss — 
resulting instead in an average net gain of three months of learning. 
 
ViVe Wellness* - www.vivewellness.org 
ViVe’s mission is to foster health equity through physical wellness and emotional wellness in our community, primarily 
the Latino community that faces significant health disparities and lack of culturally relevant physical and emotional 
wellness education program.  Comprehensive After School programs and summer camps are delivered in Spanish and 
English, serving 600-700 annually.  
 
Vuela for Health - www.vuelaforhealth.org 
Vuela’s Teen Mental Health First Aid (TMHFA) program provides Latino youth and their parents with culturally-relevant 
mental health resources as they navigate the social, emotional, and interpersonal challenges they face on a day-to-day 
basis. TMHFA is a 7-week after school program for middle and high school students and their parents, delivered by Vuela 
staff who are certified in Teen Mental Health First Aid, an evidence-based, early-intervention practice that teaches 
participants how to notice and address signs of mental health or substance abuse struggles. Participants will leave the 
program confident using a 5-step action plan that includes assessing the risk of suicide of self-harm, active and 
nonjudgemental listening, and identifying resources. Participants will also emerge informed about community resources, 
including city and county services, mental health care providers, and emergency services.  
 
Young Aspiring Americans for Social and Political Activism (YAASPA) - www.yaaspa.org 
This is a course model that allows for us to be embedded in the school day to work with youth on a daily basis. The 
course allows for hands-on experiential learning to develop civic engagement, civic literacy, and identity efficacy to 
further ferment a youth's sense of belonging. All our courses are anchored in healing centered engagement as well in 
order to address social emotional needs to build the toolkit of youth to access resources that are often invisible albeit 
within themselves through self-determination, family, community and beyond.  

http://www.sunvalleyyouthcenter.org/
http://www.sunvalleyyouthcenter.org/
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Youth on Record - www.youthonrecord.org 
The Young Creative Ecosystem (YCE) consists of six complementary youth-informed out-of-school programs, including:  
Open Lab/Open Mic: After-school programming for youth interested in producing/performing music, songwriting, audio 
engineering, and playing musical instruments. Participants collaborate with other students and engage with mentors 
who help enhance their artistic craft while practicing social-emotional learning skills.  Fellowship of Young Creatives: 
Programming and mentorship support youth in establishing careers as artists and community members, bringing about 
positive social change. Block Party: YOR’s annual, free, youth-designed music festival featuring musical performances. 
YOR has created a pipeline for booking youth artists year-round.  Media Arts: participants develop skills in audio and 
media production, storytelling, creative writing, interviewing, and project management, ultimately producing original 
audio stories with a focus on mental health and identity.  Summer Camp: a free music summer camp where middle 
school youth learn about songwriting, beatmaking, and making music in a safe, fun environment that promotes social-
emotional learning.    
 
*Comprehensive Awardee - selected through a competitive process for a multi-year award to provide high-dosage 
programming, with a minimum of 12 hours per week for 30+ weeks during the school years and at least 6 weeks during 
the summer at a single site, serving a high number of regular participants. 
 
**Summer expansion Awardee – selected through a mini-bid process to provide summer services. 

http://www.youthonrecord.org/
http://www.youthonrecord.org/

