8th Ave Traffic Community Meeting

Welcome! 8" Ave Traffic Study Meeting

Agenda

Welcome & Introductions
Background

Data Collection Summary
Next Steps

Questions & Community Discussion
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Background

 8th Avenue has seen significant increases in vehicular, bicycle, and
pedestrian traffic in recent years.

* This area has not been studied recently. Meanwhile, the 9th &
Colorado area has grown.

e Council District 5 has received concerns from constituents regarding
the difficulty and perceived safety of crossing 8th Avenue as a
pedestrian, on a bicycle, or in a car.

e Council District 5 has hired an engineering consultant to assist us in
analyzing the patterns and how to calm the traffic flow, along with
the input from a working group of local neighborhood leaders.
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Working Group Members

Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer
Charlie Alexander (Fehr & Peers)
Afor Chavez (DOTI)

Jason Gallardo (DOTI)

Dana Hoffman (DOTI)

Wende Reoch (Hilltop)

Jeffrey Cuneo (Hilltop)

John Sadwith (Crestmoor)

Carol Faust (Montclair)

Carrie O’Shea (Montclair)

Judy Baxter (Montclair)
Patricia Mulligan (Mayfair)
Lesley Renner (Bellevue-Hale)

Steve Portenga (Former President
Bellevue-Hale)

Frank Cannon (9+CO)

Emily Kleinfelter (Denver Streets
Partnership)

Nikki Silva (Fehr & Peers)

Jenn Gross (Council District 5 aide)
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Process

2. Observations, 3. Conceptual

data collection, & design & cost
analysis N EIES

Jan-Apr 2021 September 2021 Oct-Nov 2021
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* 250+ responses Getting across <«

8th Avenue is hard.
* Distributed via RNOs,
Facebook, flyers, and
newsletter articles

* Questions regarding crossing
locations, travel speeds, and
other safety concerns
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Draft Survey Findings — Crossing Locations
At what intersection(s) do you most often cross 8" Avenue while walking
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Draft Survey Findings — Crossing Locations
At what intersection(s) do you most often see other people crossing 8" Avenue while
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Draft Survey Findings — Speed

How would you characterize your concerns regarding driver speeds on 8t Avenue?

| am concerned about driver speeds
along most of the length of 8th Avenue
between Colorado Boulevard and
Quebec Street.

65%

| am not concerned about driver speeds

(0)
or do not have an opinion. 24%

| am concerned about driver speeds

) : : . 11%
primarily at a particular location.
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Draft Survey Findings — Other Concerns

 Speeding concerns along 8t * Locations where there is street
Avenue. The area near Christ the parking on 8t Avenue make it
King Church (and school) was challenging for pedestrians,
specifically mentioned as an bicyclists, and drivers to cross
area where drivers do not slow street due to sight distance
down. challenges.

* Narrow sidewalks and heavy,
fast traffic make it
uncomfortable for people
walking along 8t Avenue.
Several comments about
upgrading sidewalks to detached
and widening them.
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What is traffic calming?

To ensure our roadways are safe and comfortable for all users, the City
implements programs and projects to design and encourage responsible
driving and reduce traffic speeds—often referred to as ‘traffic calming.” Traffic
calming measures fit into one of three categories, referred to as the three

"E's": (public works) engineering, (community) education, and (police)
enforcement.
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What is traffic calming: 3 “E’s”

Only E that DOTI influences. e Generally community led. * Police Dep. Neighborhood
Enforcement team is the front
* Road narrowing or visual e Educate and encourage line
changes that encourage roadway users to respect '
drivers to slow. safety and the experience of * Effective but must be
other users. frequent.

Engineering (DOTI)

The most effective traffic calming efforts entail measures from all 3 E’s; All traffic control
treatments have varying levels of effectiveness, maintenance costs, and downsides.



Data Collection Background

* Traffic Volumes and Speeds — Tuesday, August 31, 2021
* Pedestrian & Bicycle Counts — Tuesday, August 31, 2021
* Crash Analysis — March 17, 2017 to March 16, 2020

* Field Observations — Tuesday, September 28, 2021
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Traffic Volume and Speeds

Posted Speed Limit = 30 MPH

Lindsley

(Henry S) Park % ->
§ g/ﬁ‘?/(_, = i M:‘::k JZ %5
S Ty, S =t
E 8‘<< ]
34.5 MPH 37.6 MPH 35.4 MPH
9,500 Vehicles/day 11,500 Vehicles/day 6,000 Vehicles/day

Traffic speeds are 85 percentile speeds



What is the 85t Percentile?

100 vehicles, arranged from lowest speed to highest speed (MPH)
25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 , ,

For illustrative purposes
25 25 25 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 only; actual speeds on
26 26 27 27 27 27 27 27 27 27 8" Avenue are different
28 28 28 28 28 28 28 28 29 29 The median speed
29 29 29 29 29 30 30 30 30 @ (50t highest value)
31 31 31 31 31 31 32 32 32 32 [s3LMPH
32 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 34  Thegs5thpercentile speed
34 34 34 34 34 34 34 35 3 (85™ highest value)
35 35 35 35 's 35 MPH

*Used by DOTI to evaluate speeding issues



8th Ave Traffic Community Meeting

Super Speeders
Occurrence of “super speeders” (45 MPH+)
e At Elm Street/Eudora Street — 26 vehicles, <1%
» At Jersey Street/Jasmine Street — 102 vehicles, 1%
» At Niagara Street/Newport Street — 25 vehicles, <1%



& = 9 Pedestrian/Bike 8" Avenue Crossings
4==) Pedestrian/Bike Side Street Crossings
###4)  AM (PM)
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Pedestrian/Bike Counts

8" Avenue & Dahlia Street 8th Avenue & Jersey Street 8th Avenue & OIive Street

&- * Pedestrian/Bike 8" Avenue Crossings
4==) Pedestrian/Bike Side Street Crossings
####)  AM (PM)
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Crash Analysis
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Traffic Crashes

March 17, 2017 to March 16, 2020 E 6th Avenue Pkwy

1 Crash N
2-4 Crashes

5-9 Crashes

10+ Crashes

Pedestrian-involved Crash

Bike-involved Crash

Xg..}.:ﬁl.... e

Severe injury Crash
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Albion Street Crashes

* 5 total crashes
e 1 pedestrian

1 head-on

1 rear end

1 broadside

1 parked car

* No clear trend
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Dexter Street Crashes

e 7 total crashes n-

* Trend: NB
through/left
movement fail to
vield right-of-way
and cause
broadside crashes

19341§ J491%3Qg
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Dahlia Street Crashes

* 9 total crashes : -

* Trend: NB/SB movement
fail to yield right-of-way
and cause broadside
crashes

199.13S eljyeq




8th Ave Traffic Community Meeting

Locust Street Crashes
* 13 total crashes

* Trend: NB through
vehicles fail to yield
right-of-way and cause
broadside crash with
westbound through
vehicles

* Existing right turn only
3PM-6PM sign




Niagara Street Cras

4.0
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e 3 total crashes
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Field Observations

* There is often a long vehicle platoon before a gap in
traffic for pedestrians/bikes to cross.

* Significant amount of people walk along 8t
Avenue, especially on the western part of the
corridor.

* Lower pedestrian activity on the east end of the
corridor.
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» Several multi-family housing units and key destinations (grocery, restaurants,
shops) on the west side of the corridor.

* Westbound queue at Colorado Boulevard extends past Albion Street.
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Field Observations
S

Clermont Street

* Pre-timed signal. NB/SB direction experiences a long wait. Witnessed bikes
crossing against the signal.

* No pedestrian signals for north and south crosswalks.



. » At Hale Parkway/ Grape
. Street intersection,
south crosswalk
pedestrians are
challenging to be seen
by eastbound right
turning vehicles.

¢ * Witnessed pedestrians
crossing mid block
when there isa gap in
traffic.
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Field Observations
' e T

* Narrow sidewalks along the entire corridor.
» Several locations along the corridor with overgrown landscaping.
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* Several intersections along the corridor are offset which make them more
challenging to cross.




8th Ave Traffic Community Meeting

Field Observations

Holly Street

* No pedestrian crossing signal for
south crosswalk.

* Right-turn-on-red vehicles stop in
crosswalk.

AT
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Next Steps

Team will develop recommendations for the corridor:
* Low-cost treatments (such as signage, striping, or delineator
posts at intersections) may be approved and completed in the 6-
12 months following the study.
* Higher cost improvements (such as installing a new traffic signal)
- DOTI will work to identify appropriate funding sources.
Recommendations likely to be focused on locations where safety,
pedestrian crossing, and speed reduction co-benefits can be
achieved.



Next Steps

e Community meeting on October 19 to review data summary.
* Working group and community meetings in November with
recommendations.
 The Community meeting presenting recommendations will be
held Tuesday November 16t at 6pm. Visit
bit.ly/8thAveRecs_Nov16 or follow the QR code bellow to sign

up:
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Questions
&
Discussion
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Contacts
Councilwoman Amanda Sawyer

Denver Council District 5
DenverCouncil5@denvergov.org
720-337-5555

Fehr & Peers
Charlie Alexander, C.Alexander@fehrandpeers.com
Nikki Silva, N.Silva@fehrandpeers.com
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