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What You Need to Know First

This packet contains the information you need to comply with the requirements to run for municipal
office in Denver and a calendar of important dates for prospective candidates. You are encouraged to
familiarize yourself with ALL the requirements referenced in this guide and in code.

The information in this packet references the following legal authorities (See Attachment B for website
addresses):

e Colorado Revised Statutes (“C.R.S.”)

e Denver Revised Municipal Code (“D.R.M.C.”)

e Denver Charter (“Charter”)

e Denver Clerk & Recorder Election Rules (“C&R Rules”)

Where to File Your Forms

Municipal candidate and campaign finance
documents are filed here:

Denver Elections Division
200 West 14th Avenue
Denver, CO 80204

Customer service contact for procedural questions
Elections Division: 720-913-8683

Campaign finance documents may be submitted by

email to campaignfinance@denvergov.org.

Disclaimer

The legal provisions referenced in this guide may be amended from time to time. Therefore, it is incumbent on
you to monitor any new legislation or rules. The information contained in this guide may not be exclusive or all-
inclusive of other information required to run for municipal office in Denver. It is the sole responsibility of a
candidate committee to determine and comply with applicable state and local laws, statutes, ordinances, rules,
regulations, and policies to run for municipal office. If you require advice or an interpretation concerning legal
requirements, we suggest that you contact a private attorney. The Denver Clerk and Recorder cannot and will
not provide legal advice.

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Denver,
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Municipal Elections in Denver

In the City and County of Denver, a Municipal General Election must be held on the first Tuesday in April

of every odd-numbered year.

In 2027, a Municipal General Election will be held on April 6 for the purpose of electing the
Mayor, Auditor, Clerk and Recorder, and thirteen City Council members; and for the
submission of any initiative, referendum, Charter amendment, or other referred measure
to the voters (Charter § 8.2.2).

A Municipal Runoff Election will be held on June 1, 2027, if no candidate for Mayor,
Auditor, Clerk and Recorder or District Council Member receives more than 50 percent of
the vote in their respective race. In such a case, the candidate with the highest number of
votes and the candidate with the next highest number of votes in each race where no
candidate has more than 50 percent of the votes will be on the runoff ballot (Charter §
8.2.21). No action is required on the part of the candidates to be on the runoff ballot. Top
ballot position is determined by the date of the initial petition filing, with the earlier filed
receiving top ballot position.

In addition, a special election may be called for a vacancy, a recall, a referendum, an
initiated ordinance, or a Charter amendment (Charter § 8.2.3).

Nomination of Candidates

Candidates for elective offices are placed on the ballot by filing a petition containing the required number

of signatures of registered electors with the Denver Elections Division. This information packet explains

the requirements to file the petition. Candidates may not run for two citywide offices at once (C&R Rule

4.1.4).

There are nine steps to follow to qualify for the ballot for a municipal office. The steps, detailed on the

succeeding pages, are:

W X N Uk WNE

Verify that you are qualified to hold office

File campaign finance paperwork

Obtain petition sections for circulation

Circulate petitions

File Completed Petitions and Candidate Acceptance of Nomination Form
Determination of Sufficiency

Protest of Nomination or Withdrawal

Determination of Ballot Order

Stay Informed

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Denver
Phone: 720-913-VOTE (8683) | denvervotes.org *;%tioteSJ
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As an alternative to being placed on the ballot, candidates can receive write-in votes. However, no
write-in vote for any office will be counted unless the candidate has filed an affidavit of intent to
accept the office with the Denver Elections Division at least fifteen (15) days before the day of the
election and meets the qualifications as provided in the Charter for the office. (D.R.M.C. §15-10)

Step 1 — Verify That You Are Qualified to Hold Office

e Mayor: Must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the City and County of Denver
for the two (2) yearsimmediately preceding the election, a qualified elector of the City and
County of Denver, and at least thirty (30) years of age by the date of the election. The
Mayor will devote full time to the duties of the office of the Mayor. (Charter § 2.1.1)

e Auditor: Must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the City and County of
Denver for the two (2) years immediately preceding the election, qualified to register to
vote in the City and County of Denver, and at least thirty (30) years of age by the date of
the election. (Charter § 5.1.2)

e Clerk and Recorder: Must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the City and
County of Denver for the two (2) years immediately preceding the election, a qualified
elector of the City and County of Denver, and at least twenty-five (25) years of age by the
date of the election. (Charter § 8.1.1)

e Councilmember: Must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the City and County
of Denver for the two (2) years immediately preceding the member’s election, a qualified
elector of the City and County of Denver, at least twenty-five (25) years of age by the date
of the election, and if elected from a Council District, the second year of residency must
have been within the district. (Charter § 3.1.3)

o No person who has been convicted of willful evasion of City or State taxes; or who has
been convicted of malfeasance in office, bribery or other corrupt practices, shall be
qualified for membership in the Council. (Charter § 3.1.5)

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Denver,
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For purposes of any provision of the Charter requiring a candidate for office to be a resident of Denver or
a resident of a Council district for a specified period of time, residency shall be established in accordance
with D.R.M.C § 15-7 employing the following criteria:

a. The residence of a person is the principal or primary home or place of abode of a person. A
principal or primary home or place of abode is that home or place in which a person's habitation
is fixed and to which that person, whenever absent, has the present intention of returning after
a departure or absence, regardless of the duration of the absence. A residence is a permanent
building or part of a building and may include a house, condominium, apartment, room in a
house, or mobile home. No vacant lot or business address shall be considered a residence.

b. The residence claimed by a candidate to establish residency to run for office shall be the same
as the residence given for motor vehicle registration and for state income tax purposes.

Step 2 — File Campaign Finance paperwork

Within ten days of becoming a candidate, four forms must be filed with the Denver Election Division. The
municipal candidate affidavit, committee treasurer affidavit, and candidate financial disclosure
statement are published as fillable PDFs online on the Denver Campaign Hub. Upon request, paper copies
can be picked up from the Denver Elections main office. The forms may be delivered to the Denver
Elections main office or emailed to campaignfinance@ denvergov.org. The affidavits must be printed and
signed. Electronic signatures are not accepted.

In addition to filing the forms, the committee must file the statement of committee organization by
registering in SearchLight Denver. After registering, committees must file regular campaign finance
reports through SearchLight Denver. A SearchLight user guide, the reporting calendar and additional
information on campaign finance can all be found on the Denver Campaign Finance website.

Optional: Once a candidate has filed for office and created their committee in SearchLight Denver, they
may opt into the Fair Elections Fund (FEF) by submitting an Intent to Qualify form online. The Intent to
Qualify form must be submitted before any qualifying contributions are accepted.

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Denver,
Phone: 720-913-VOTE (8683) | denvervotes.org *‘:* %‘@tesl
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Municipal Candidate Affidavit
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e Must be signed by the candidate.

7 won.pauL b, 16PEZ

e Available online on the Denver

Campaign Hub or at the Denver Municipal Candidate Affidavit
Elections main office.
® D.R.M.C. 15'33(3) ' Name of Candidate

Committee Treasurer Affidavit

e Must be signed by the treasurer.

e |[facandidate does not name a

treasurer, then the candidate
DENVER CLERK & RECORDER
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serves as treasurer of the

HON, PAUL D. LOPEZ

committee and must file a treasurer

affidavit in their own name. .. . .
Municipal Treasurer Affidavit

e [facandidate committee changes
treasurers, a new affidavit must be

Name of Treasurer

filed.

e Available online on the Denver
Campaign Hub or at the Denver
Elections main office.

e D.R.M.C. 15-34(c)

Candidate Financial Disclosure Statement
v DENVER CLERK & RECORDER

e Must be filled out by the committee. No

signature is required. cCcandidate Financial Disclosure
e Availableonline the Denver Campaign Hub or

All candidates, including incumbent officeholders who become candidates for re-election, must
file a financial disclosure statement within ten (10) days after becoming a candidate

at the Denver Elections main office.
e D.R.M.C. 15-33(b)

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204 Denvel‘
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Statement of Committee Organization

e Completed by registering the committee in SearchLight Denver. The registration can be

completed by the candidate, treasurer, or another committee member.

e [f a candidate wishes to participate in the Fair Elections Fund (FEF), the candidate can file
the FEF intent form in SearchLight any time after the committee is registered.

e D.R.M.C.15-34(a)

Step 3 — Obtain Petition Sections for Circulation

Candidates may obtain petitions for circulation in one of two ways:
Option 1: Obtain pre-printed petition sections from the Denver Elections Division.

e The Denver Elections Division will provide pre-printed municipal election petition sections at
no charge to anyone that requests them from our front counter. All candidates are
encouraged to make use of these pre-printed petition sections in lieu of preparing and
printing their own petition sections.

e For the April 6, 2027 General Municipal Election, petition sections are available beginning
Wednesday, December 16, 2026, and may be circulated for signatures beginning
Wednesday, December 16, 2026 (C&R Rule 4.3.3 (A) & Charter 8.2.7).

e After you submit completed petition sections you will receive a Candidate Acceptance of
Nomination Form. Each petition section includes Instructions to Circulators and an Affidavit
of Circulator.

e The candidate’s name and the office sought must be filled in on each page of the petition
section. The name must be identical to the name listed on the Candidate Acceptance of
Nomination Form.

Option 2: Create your own petition sections.

e A candidate may create petition sections observing all requirements as to the form of
petitions (C&R Rule 4.3.2 (D)(ii)).

e Asample petition section must be submitted to the Denver Elections Division for approval as
to form prior to circulation (C&R Rule 4.3.2 (D)(iii)).

e The Denver Elections Division will accept or reject the petition

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Denver
Phone: 720-913-VOTE (8683) | denvervotes.org *;%tioteSJ
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sample by the close of the second day following submission and will notify the candidate in

writing.

Step 4 — Circulate Petitions

After receiving pre-printed petition sections from the Denver Elections Division or creating your own

and having them approved by the Denver Elections Division, petition circulators may begin to collect

signatures on the following timetable:

@)

Petitions of nomination must not be circulated prior to one hundred-eleven (111) days
before the Municipal General Election (C&R Rule 4.3.3 (A)). For the April 6,2027, municipal
election, petitions may be circulated beginning December 16, 2026.

For a vacancy election, petitions may be circulated only after the official declaration of
a vacancy by City Council (C&R Rule 4.3.3 (B)).

Circulators of petitions must:

o

o

Be at least 16 years of age at the time of petition circulation;

Provide the permanent address at which the circulator resides and the temporary
Colorado residential address (if the circulator is not a Colorado resident) at which the
circulator resides;

Be a citizen of the United States;

Personally circulate the petition section to which he or she subsequently attaches an
affidavit;

Have all signers sign the petition in their presence;

Solicit signatures from only electors registered in the City and County of Denver and the
district, if applicable;

Give each signer the opportunity to read and understand the petition;

Not pay or permit payment of any kind to any signer for the purpose of obtaining a
signature; and

Sign and have notarized an Affidavit of Circulator, which must be attached to each
completed petition section (see Step 5 below) (C&R Rule 4.3.2(C)).

Signers of petitions must:

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204

Denver
Phone: 720-913-VOTE (8683) | denvervotes.org *;%tioteSJ
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o Printthe current date;

o Print their name;

o Print their year of birth;

o Print their residential address; and
o Sign their name.

o C&RRule 4.3.2 (B)(ii)

Any person except a circulator may assist an elector who is physically unable to sign the petition in
completing the information on the petition as required by law. On the petition, immediately
following the name of the elector, the person providing assistance must both sign and state that the
assistance was given to the elector (C&R Rule 4.4.3(G)).

Failure to circulate petition sections and properly complete them with required information, including
but not limited to circulator affidavits, in accordance with applicable provisions of law and Clerk and
Recorder Election Rules may result in the rejection or invalidation of a petition section.

Petitioners are strongly advised to collect well over the number of signatures required in the event
that some signatures are found to be invalid.

Step 5 — File Completed Petitions and Candidate Acceptance of Nomination Form

Before filing a petition be sure that:

o The petition circulator has signed the Affidavit of Circulator contained in each of the
petition sections that they personally circulated.

o The Affidavit of Circulator has been notarized.
= Any signature added to a section of a petition after the affidavit has been
executed is invalid (C&R Rule 4.4.3 (A)(iii)).

o Petition sections remain completely assembled. If a section shows evidence of
having been taken apart, all names on the section will be disqualified (C&R Rule

4.4.1(D)).

A nomination petition must be filed with the Denver Elections Division no

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204 enver
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later than seventy-five (75) days before the election date (Charter § 8.2.7 & C&R Rule 4.2.1)).

o January 21, 2027, is the deadline to turn in petitions for the April 6, 2027, General
Election.

o Petitioners are advised to turn in petitions as early as possible in the Charter-
established time frame to allow time to gather more signatures, if needed, prior to the
seventy-five-day final deadline. There is no cure period after the seventy-five-day

deadline.

A Candidate Acceptance of Nomination Form must be filed along with the nomination petition
(D.R.M.C §15-1 & C&R Rule 4.2.1). This form must include the full name of the candidate as the
candidate wishes the name to appear on the ballot and the candidate’s full address.

Step 6 — Determination of Sufficiency
After completed petitions have been turned in to the Denver Elections Division:

e Petition information and all signatures will be compared to voter signatures on file in the
statewide voter registration database in accordance with Clerk and Recorder Election Rules

(C&R Rule 4.4).

e The Denver Elections Division will determine whether the petition contains the required

number of valid signatures.
o Required Number of Signatures:

= Mayor, Auditor, Clerk and Recorder, or Council Member At-Large: The
petition must be signed by at least three hundred (300) registered voters who
reside within the City and County of Denver (Charter § 8.2.7).

= District Council Seat: The petition must be signed by at least one hundred
= (100) registered voters who reside within that district (Charter § 8.2.7).

o Petitions may contain only the signatures of registered electors whose names do not
appear on any other petition filed for the same office, with the exception of Council At-

Large petitions.

= There are two elective offices of city council at-Large.

Denver

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204
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Each at-large seat is a separate elective office. Therefore, eligible electors may
sign a maximum of two separate candidate petitions for the at-large seats.

= For all offices other than the at-large council seats, if an elector signs more than
two petitions of nomination for the same office, the signature on the first
petition that was filed with the clerk and recorder will be the signature that will
be counted (C&R Rule 4.4.3(F)).

If a signature is found on more than one petition for the same office (or on more than two
petitions for City Council At-Large) the signature will be awarded to the candidate whose petition
was turned in earlier.

e Ifa petition is deemed sufficient, the Elections Division will issue to the candidate a Letter of
Sufficiency.

e |If a petition is deemed insufficient, the Elections Division will notify the candidate of the
insufficiency.

o A candidate may cure the insufficiency by filing an addendum to the original petition
between the one hundred-eleventh (111%) and seventy-fifth (75t) day before the
election to replace any signatures that were rejected as insufficient (C&R Rule 4.5.2).

o Thereis no cure period after the seventy-five day deadline.

Step 7 — Protest of Nomination or Withdrawal Protests

e A petition of nomination that has been deemed sufficient shall be valid unless a petition for a review
of the validity of the petition is filed with the District Court within five days after the Elections
Division’s Letter of Sufficiency is issued (C&R Rule 4.6).

e Ifthe Elections Division determines that a petition is insufficient, the candidate named in the
petition may petition the District Court within five days for a review of the determination
(C.R.S. §1-4-909(1.5) & C.R.S. §1-1-113).

Withdrawals: Any candidate who has been nominated may withdraw by presenting a
Candidate Withdrawal Form to the Denver Elections Division. This form must be notarized to
be valid (C&R Rule 4.2.3).

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204 Denver
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Step 8 — Determination of Ballot Order

e Once all petitions have been deemed sufficient, the order in which candidates’ names appear
on the ballot will be determined by lot (C&R Rule 4.7.1). The lot drawing will occur at a public

meeting at the Denver Elections Division. Candidates and the general public will be notified of
the location, date and time of the meeting.

e In the event of a runoff, top ballot position is determined by the date of the initial petition
filing, with the earlier filed receiving top ballot position (Charter § 8.2.21(F) & C&R Rule 4.7.2).
The Elections Division will contact all candidates who will be in a runoff to inform them of their

ballot position.

Step 9 — Stay Informed

e Please keep your daytime phone number(s) and email address(es) current with the Elections
Office.

e Contact us with questions:
'ﬁ' 720-913-VOTE (8683)

For petition or ballot access questions,

CRcompliance@denvergov.org

)

For campaign finance questions,

campaignfinance@ denvergov.org

www.DenverVotes.org

e The Elections Division will provide the following services to candidates:

o www.DenverVotes.org will contain important election information.

= sample ballots with candidate names;
= historical election results;

= district maps;
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= yoter data;
= candidate campaign contact information

o Occasional customer service alerts and information will be issued to campaign
contacts via email.

o Hold a meeting for candidates to explain election, ballot counting, and campaign
finance procedures. It’s your chance to find out how the election system works and to
get your questions answered. The date of the meeting will be shared to you by the
Denver Elections Division once it is set.

&=
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Municipal Candidate Filings and Deadlines for the 2027 Election

Affidavits and financial disclosure statement may be emailed to campaignfinance@denvergov.org or delivered to:

Denver Elections Division
200 West 14th Ave.
Denver, CO 80204

Within 10 days after becoming a candidate

Municipal Candidate Affidavit

Within 10 days after forming your campaign
committee

Statement of Committee Organization, filed via SearchLight Denver
registration

Within 10 days after forming your campaign
committee

Committee Treasurer Affidavit

Within 10 days after becoming a candidate

Candidate Financial Disclosure Statement

Beginning Wednesday, December 16, 2026

Pick up pre-printed petition sections for circulation

Wednesday, December 16, 2026

Petition circulation may begin

Thursday, January 21, 2027

Deadline for completed petitions & Candidate Acceptance of
Nomination Form

Early February 2027

Public lot drawing for ballot position takes place

Tuesday, April 6, 2027

Municipal General Election

Tuesday, June 1, 2027

Municipal Run-off Election

200 W. 14t Ave., Denver, CO 80204
Phone: 720-913-VOTE (8683) | denvervotes.org
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Reference Websites

e Denver Elections Division

e Colorado Revised Statutes

e Denver Charter and Denver Revised Municipal Code

e Denver Campaign Finance
o SearchLight Denver —campaign finance reporting database

o Clerk and Recorder Campaign Finance Information

o Fair Elections Fund Overview

S=

Denver Elections Division Contact Information

720-913-VOTE (8683)

B)

For petition or ballot access questions,

CRcompliance@denvergov.org
For campaign finance questions,

campaignfinance@denvergov.org

www.DenverVotes.org
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