Rule 14. Municipal Ballot Information Booklet

14.1

14.2

14.3
14.4

Applicability. The municipal ballot information booklet applies to each municipal initiated
petition and referred ordinance that is not subject to the provisions of section 20 of article X of the
state constitution.

Ballot Information Booklet Composition. The clerk and recorder may include general
introductory information as necessary in the municipal ballot information booklet described in
D.R.M.C. § 15-11(b)(3). The clerk may also include election information and voter registration
information as appropriate. The following statement must be printed on the first page containing
information about ballot measures: “A ‘yes/for’ vote on any ballot measure is a vote in favor of
changing current law or existing circumstances, and a ‘no/against’ vote on any ballot measure is a
vote against changing current law or existing circumstances.”

14.2.1 For each initiated or referred measure, the ballot information booklet shall be limited to
the following items:

The initiated or referred measure’s subject;
The initiated or referred measure’s letter and number designation for the ballot;

For referred measures, the following explanation: "The ballot title below was drafted
by the professional legal staff for the Denver City Council for ballot purposes only.
The ballot title will not appear in the Denver Revised Municipal Code. The text of the
measure that will appear in the Denver Revised Municipal Code below was referred to
the voters by the Denver City Council."

D. For initiated measures, the following explanation: "The ballot title below was drafted
by the Clerk and Recorder in consultation with the City Attorney and the City Council
staff for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not appear in the Denver Revised
Municipal Code. The text of the measure that will appear in the Denver Revised
Municipal Code below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated
measure is included on the ballot as a proposed change to current law because the
proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures."

E. The initiated or referred measure’s approved ballot title;
F. The fiscal impact estimate created by the Department of Finance or its designee;
G. The written comments in favor of the measure;
H. The written comments against the measure; and
I The text of the measure.
Reserved.

Written Comments for Each Measure. Written comments for and against each initiated or
referred measure shall be limited to 500 words each. Each comment must relate to a specific
measure and no comment may mention the names of persons or private groups, or any
endorsements for or resolutions against the proposal. A commenter must include his or her legal



14.5

name, residential address, and may include the name of one organization with which the
commenter is affiliated. Comments submitted by the petitioners’ committee need not include the
legal name, residence address, or original signature of petitioners’ committee. Comments
submitted by the City Council need not include the legal name, residence address, or original
signature of councilmembers or city employees who assisted the City Council in submitting
written comments.

14.4.1

14.4.2

14.4.3

If multiple persons submit written comments to the clerk and recorder for or against an
initiated or referred measure and the combined comments exceed the 500-word limit,
the clerk shall summarize the comments into one comment.

The clerk and recorder may not alter the comments submitted in favor of or against an
initiated or referred measure except to ensure the comments are compliant with this
rule.

The clerk and recorder shall not accept or consider anonymous comments.

Delivery to Voters. When the clerk and recorder elects to mail the ballot information booklet to
voters, the clerk must mail one booklet to each address of one or more active registered electors
who reside in the City and County of Denver.

14.5.1

14.5.2

If the clerk elects not to mail the printed booklet under Rule 14.5 and chooses instead
to make it available electronically under D.R.M.C. § 15-11(b)(3), the clerk will post a
copy of the booklet on the clerk’s home webpage. The clerk may inform the public of
the booklet’s URL through the official website, social media, or a post card mailed to

each active registered voter.

Reserved.



