
About the Ordinance 
In 2022, Denver voters approved Waste No More, a universal recycling and composting ordinance developed by 
community members to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills. The ordinance requires building permit holders 
to recycle construction and demolition materials, expanding opportunities to keep valuable resources out of the landfill 
and put them back into use.

*In 2036, the requirements for Construction and Demolition will become more stringent.

What Permit Holders Need to Know
Applies To •	New construction and demolition projects larger than 500 sq. ft. or interior remodel projects 

larger than 2,500 sq. ft. requiring a permit issued by the city*
Comply by Date •	September 1, 2026

Requirements •	At least 50% of all debris generated on site must be reused or recycled
•	A minimum of 3 materials (such as concrete, asphalt, masonry, untreated wood, metal, or 

corrugated cardboard) must be reused or recycled
•	Continue submitting compliance forms and a waste diversion plan with your permit application
•	A performance security deposit will be required in the future

Exemptions   
(additional definitions 
under development) 

•	Change in occupancy permits where no construction is included
•	Emergency orders
•	Parties experiencing economic hardship, dealing in minimal volumes of materials, dealing in 

hazardous materials, facing inadequacy of hauling service providers, or experiencing certain 
space constraints

What Comes Next?
•	Denver is taking an education-first compliance approach, focusing on guidance to help permit holders understand 

and comply with the updated requirements. If a project isn’t in compliance, city officials will work with permit 
holders to get them on track.

•	Additional details and definitions of the requirements and exemptions will be developed through a Rules and 
Regulations process in late 2025 and early 2026. Denver will provide further guidance and technical resources 
as they are available, ahead of the 2026 compliance date.

Contact Us 
Our team is here to provide support and address concerns. For more information, visit denvergov.org/UniversalRecycling, 
or email your inquiries to universalrecycling@denvergov.org.

Construction and Demolition Projects 

This fact sheet shares updates to Denver’s Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance, known on the 
ballot as Waste No More, as of September 2025, to help contractors and property owners understand and 
follow the ordinance requirements.

Information for Permit Holders (Contractors and Property Owners)
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